
Dear Community Council Members 
  
I refer to the public consultation by the Local Government Boundary Commission on 
their proposals for councillor numbers and ward boundaries in the Highland Council 
area and attach a letter from Cllr Margaret Davidson, Leader of the Highland Council 
in connection with this matter. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Gordon Morrison 
Parliamentary Officer 
Office of the Leader and Convener 
The Highland Council 
 

 

Follows as: 



Councillor Margaret Davidson 
 Leader of The Highland Council 

 
The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX 

tel no: (01463) 702832  fax: (01463) 702830 
mobile: 07818015689 

   e-mail:  margaret.davidson.cllr@highland.gov.uk   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 November 2020 
 
 
Dear Community Council Members  
 
Local Government Boundary Commission 
 
You will be aware that the on 4 November the Local Government Boundary 
Commission began a public consultation on their proposals for councillor 
numbers and ward boundaries in the Highland Council area. This consultation 
will last until 26 January 2021. A copy of their consultation can be found at the 
following link  

consult.lgbc-
scotland.gov.uk/reviews/highland_council_area_public_consultation 

Earlier this year, the Commission consulted with the Council over their 
proposals. To inform the Council’s view, the Council established a Cross 
Council Working Group of elected members to consider these proposals.  

This group strongly felt that the changes proposed by the Boundary 
Commission failed to recognise the specific Highland context, particularly in 
relation to parity, sparsity, rurality and deprivation and, if implemented, would 
result in a significant democratic deficit and in a way that is at odds with the 
purpose of the boundary review which was meant to be specifically focused 
on reflecting the requirements of the Islands (Scotland) Act.  

Parity for the Islands was 1:800 while on the mainland it was 1:2,800 and 
therefore it was clear these proposals took little account of remote and rural 
areas. It left whole areas of the Highlands without adequate representation 
and split already established communities. In particular the Council wished to 
see a lift of the cap on total Councillor numbers by the provision of greater 
discretion in the application of parity ratios.   

At a Council meeting held in September to discuss the issue this view was 
endorsed across the Chamber and it was agreed that the council would reject 
the Boundary Commission proposals in their entirety as they stand and 
instead contact the Minister to seek a review of the Commissions remit in 
regard to rural local authorities. 

 



Councillor Margaret Davidson 
 Leader of The Highland Council 

 
The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX 

tel no: (01463) 702832  fax: (01463) 702830 
mobile: 07818015689 

   e-mail:  margaret.davidson.cllr@highland.gov.uk   
 

I subsequently wrote to Kevin Stewart, Minister for Local Government and 
Planning informing him of the position of the Council which was that we did 
not accept that the number of Highland councillors should reduce at all and 
indeed, in some wards there was a very strong case to increase the 
numbers. We did not feel that enough consideration had been given to the 
requirements we have here in Highland as a very large Local Authority with a 
significant geographical area that has a mixture of urban, rural and island 
wards. 

I explained that as things currently stand, there was no way that the Highland 
Council could engage in the detail of the Commission’s proposals when the 
overall approach and outcome of the Review was wrong in principle. 

The Council’s view was that the Boundary Commission has taken little 
account of the effect on remote and rural areas when putting forward their 
proposals, so it was important we made the case to reject these proposals 
and the methodology used and lobby Scottish Ministers to increase the 
number of Councillors for Highland. 

It is vital that the geography, remoteness, travel time and spread of population 
within an area and the importance we give to localism is fully considered by 
the Boundary Commission. 

I have asked for an early meeting with the Minister for Local Government and 
Planning so we can discuss this matter in detail, and I hope this happens 
soon. 

Meanwhile I am sure your local elected members will be contacting you, to 
listen to your views and to encourage you to respond to the proposals 

If you would like to copy me into your response, I will be very pleased to use 
your views to inform the Highland position. 

Kind regards and all the very best for you and your families. 

Margaret 

 
Margaret Davidson 
Leader of the Highland Council  
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