
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL MEETING OF 
DORNOCH AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL (DACC) 

 

WED 16th DECEMBER 2020 – 7pm 
n.b. meeting to be held online (video and phone) owing to Covid-19 restrictions 

AGENDA – Full Documentation Here 

PRELIMINARIES 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Declaration of interests 
3. Adoption of Minutes of 18/11/20 meeting – Link Here 
4. Matters Arising (not otherwise covered in agenda below) 
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 

5. Planning & Licensing Applications  
a. 20/04795/S75D | Discharge of Section 75 planning obligation in relation to 

19/00916/FUL & 07/00086/FULSU | Land 60M SE Of 4 Janet Horne Square 
Dornoch – Link Here 

b. 20/04625/PNO | Tea processing building | Land 50M SE Of Cyderhall Farm 
Cottages Dornoch – Link Here 

c. 20/04557/RCC | New Roads and Footpaths, Dornoch Phase 2 | Land North 
Of Station Square Dornoch – Link Here 

6. Joint press release re new RDGC lease – documents to follow 
7. Protocol for timing of agenda and papers - Link Here 

 
ITEMS FOR NOTING & DISCUSSION 

8. Finance update (no change this month) – Link Here  
9. Municipal Projects progress reports  

i. Within DACC control (JB) - Link Here 
ii. Awaiting HC actions (JMc) – Link Here 

10. Other Projects progress reports – Link Here 
11. Traffic Management Plan for Elizabeth Court & Morrison Court – Link Here 
12. Dog fouling - Link Here 
13. Suggestion for new Police report format – Link Here 
14. Correspondence (Secretary) – Link Here 

a. Police report has been requested. 
15. Roads and Pathways 
16. Any Other Competent Business 

Date of Next Meeting 20th.January 2021 

http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/dacc-full-documentation-16th-december-2020.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/dacc-minutes-18th-november.pdf
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QKRSU7IH0HZ00
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QK9CQOIH0HZ00
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QJZM1JIH0GS00&activeTab=summary
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/draft-protocol-for-agenda-distribution-dec-2020.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/community-council-accounts-at-8-dec-2020.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Yoemoj8R4SlmEX9jot6M55Gl6p3bkCI9V8dU-_lbxUo/edit#gid=492898035
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/outstanding-requests-to-hc-and-other-authorities-at-dec-2020.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/foreward-and-project-updates.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/traffic-management-plan-for-elizabeth-court-and-morrison-court.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/dog-fouling.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/dacc-proposal-for-new-police-report-format-dec-2020.pdf
http://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/20-12/correspondence-recieved.pdf


MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  
DORNOCH AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL (DACC) 
HELD ON MONDAY 18TH NOVEMBER, 7PM  
VIA ONLINE CONFERENCE CALL 
 

PRESENT 
Patrick Murray – Chair - PM 
Graeme Ross – Vice Chair - GR 
Jerry Bishop – Treasurer – JB  
Jimmy Melville – JM 
Genevieve Duhigg – GD 
Lucy Dixon - LD 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Lou Rollason – Minutes – LR 
Jim McGillivray – Cllr – JMc 
 
ABSENT 
Davie McBeath – DM  
Lesley Strang – LS 
 
VISITORS 
Caroline McMorran – Northern Times 
Debbie Sutton – Amenities Manager 
Phil Tomalin – Ward Manager (PT) 

 

   

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Davie McBeath – DM  
 

 

   

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
None received.  

 

   

3.  ADOPTION & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (21/10/20) 
 
Amendment of title from HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER, 7PM to 
HELD ON MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER, 7PM. 
 
The minutes were then proposed by JB as a true account of the meeting and 
seconded by GR. 

ITEMS TO BE AMENDED  

LR 

   

4.  MATTERS ARISING  

   

 “NO THROUGH ROAD” SIGN ON CHURCH STREET BETWEEN NO. 8 
AND KERRISDALE  
 Roads team notified 
 
JODIE ROSS VISIT: 
LR to circulate past plans for Dornoch 

 
CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
DACC warmly welcomed GD & LD  
 
STREET NAMING REQUEST 
Croft Pedde Court was suggested and adopted in lieu of Bishopfield Court.  

 

 
LR 



 
DORNOCH BURN CLEAN  
PM asked PT about the burn clean and PT stated that the period he had been 
given was December. 
 
TELEPHONE BOXES AT DORNOCH SQUARE 
No change for the moment. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

 N/B: Guest Speakers were addressed first in the meeting. 
PM welcomed Debbie Sutton & Phil Tomalin to speak regarding the Dornoch 
Public Toilets renovation. 
PT gave a brief overview for the new members.  
JB added more details and stressed that it was a ‘facelift’ that would be 
required by DACC. 
PM handed over to Debbie Sutton (DS) who explained her role as amenities 
manager (cleaning etc), not part of the property team which put together the 
proposal. DS believed there were some elements of the proposal that could 
be reduced and not included. It was their suggestion that CCTV would be 
provided but the price could be reduced. DS stated that it was difficult to get a 
full accurate quote as that comes when they go out to tender. DS (and later 
PT) reiterated that the estimates provided were not quotes, just indicative 
charges as a tabletop exercise before putting them out to tender.  
DS stated that although there were issues, there had been a handful of 
properties that had gone from Highland Council (HC) to communities. 
PT stated that the bottom line was that if HC retains the toilets then they 
would do the work. PT suggested that with the experience around the table, 
the way forward would be to continue discussions and see where costs could 
be reduced.  
PT stated he was happy to go back and speak to the QS & Project Manager 
to look at reducing the cost. However, he noted that this would entail more 
expenditure on professional fees – already amounting to around £1,000.  
JMc suggested that the gents and ladies could be split into two projects to put 
them under the £25k requirement that requires three tenders to go out. 
GD brought up how important the toilets are for Dornoch as was shown by 
meetings with over 60 businesses in Dornoch. GD suggested a meeting 
(digitally) between JB and whoever made up the costings. PT will ask and 
would like DS & PT to be involved as well. He did warn that auditors will see 
through splitting projects into smaller projects. 
JB reiterated that it is the walls and floors that really needed upgrading and 
asked PT & DS to ask about local solutions.  
PT asked what figures they were looking at and JB said ideally £25k for the 
procurement process and stated that DACC had approved a budget of £30k 
although there might be potential to go up to £35k.  
PT stated that there could be a way to look at just walls and floor.  
 

IN PROGRESS 

PT, PM, 
JB 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

5.  PLANNING & LICENCING   

   

a.  The following applications were discussed in the order below:  
C - 20/04240/PIP | Change of use from caravan site to 2 no house plots 
and upland heath meadow | Land 95M East of Kearn Hilton Dornoch 
 
A - 20/04241/PIP | Demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of 
two houses | Land 90M NW Of Seaview Caravan Park Hilton Dornoch 

& 
 

 



GR stated that A was dependent on C an which d objected to the change 
of use of C as the land was more valuable to the Community as a caravan 
site than building more houses for staycations.  
PM agreed adding that he understood there was a shortage of camping 
and caravanning areas in the Highlands. 
However other DACC members did not support the proposed objection.  
  

 DACC WILL NOT OBJECT 

   

b.  20/04179/FUL | Erection of 8 apartments and associated parking | Land 
40M NE Of Unit 5 Dornoch Retail Park Dornoch  
 
JB stated that the land was zoned for light industrial use and as there was a 
plethora of houses which were either going through or had already completed 
planning, proposed an objection which was agree. 
 

DACC TO OBJECT 

JB 

   

c.  20/04345/FUL | Siting of 8 storage units | Council Garage Meadows Park 
Road Dornoch.  
 
Email received from members of the public who realise they cannot object as 
there is no change of use. However they would like the following three 
constraints: 
 

• The new site should be substantially enclosed by a close boarded 
timber fence. This should match the existing northern boundary 2.1 m 
fence in the immediate proximity of the containers. Security fencing 
could be inside if still required. 

o REASON: This area of Dornoch has moved away from being 
primarily industrial to primarily residential and as such a 
wooden external appearance would not only be more visually 
sympathetic and in keeping, but would stabilise the remaining 
northern fence and more closely resemble the previous 
building. 

• The building removed had rainwater drained away, so arrangements 
should be made to drain water from the surface stance. 

o REASON: To prevent excessive drainage into neighbouring 
properties. 

• The site should be cleared of all rubbish. 
DACC agreed with these constraints.  
 

DACC TO COMMENT AS ABOVE 

PM 

   

6.  Does DACC officially object to the move to reduce our Highland Council 
representation as follows: ‘The reduction in Sutherland members from 6 
to 4 will create a stressed democratic situation in which the political 
parties will be the only winners and there will be no place for the 
independent voice. The situation could arise in which all 4 members will 
be resident on the east coast and that is completely undesirable in a 
county this size – in fact all 4 people elected could indeed be residents 
of only KW9 and KW10 leaving IV25 without a voice which has local 
knowledge and interaction’ 

 
PM asked if DACC were happy with the wording he had chosen for the 
objection. No changes required.  

 
DACC WILL OBJECT AS ABOVE 

PM 

   



ITEMS FOR NOTING & DISCUSSION 

7.  FINANCE UPDATE 
 
JB circulated an update on finance showing income received from the grant 
for the municipal projects, some from the toilets and the expenditure on the 
beach.  

 

   

8.  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 
Lights were checked and the next step would be to put them up. PM asked for 
volunteers.  
The volunteers are:  
GR – Tuesday morning 
JM – Tuesday afternoon 
GD – Wednesday morning 
JB – Wednesday afternoon  
PM – All the hours above  
 

IN PROGRESS 

PM, GR, 
JM, GD, 

JB 

9.  PROGRESS REPORTS & UPDATES  

a.  MUNICIPAL PROJECTS UPDATE (JB) 
 
No comments received – all happy with progress.  

 

IN PROGRESS 

 

b.  COVID-19  
 

NO COMMENTS RECEIVED 

 

c.  DORNOCH SKIP 
 
A new recycling bank and for small electrical items has been provided beside 
the glass recycling facility.  
 
The Highland Council representative has not yet assessed the abattoir site 
but will do so.  
 
More than 100 responses have been received to the survey which showed 
small electrical recycling as the most popular request for additional provision. 
JB reported that from Friday (20th) there will be a large blue bin at the site for 
recycling of cardboard, plastic bottles, paper, cans, etc. He believed that 
DACC had an opportunity to do something ‘better’ than what now exists and 
suggested that in the new year DACC look for funding for more sustainable 
options to the current arrangements.  
 

IN PROGRESS 

JB 

d.  DORNOCH TRUST & BISHOPFIELD SITE 
 
The Trust will shortly be dissolved. 
 

IN PROGRESS 

 

e.  BEACH DEVELOPMENT INCLUDING TIMBER DIVIDERS AT THE BEACH 
CAR PARK 

See below 
IN PROGRESS 

 

f.  DORNOCH PLANNING SEMINAR 
 
Angela Simpson (HIE) will be looking at gathering the various bodies together 
to come up with a plan for the whole town, including the beach, shortly.  

PM 



 
PM will circulate documentation regarding this & discussions with Shane 
Manning.  
 

IN PROGRESS 
g.  EARLS CROSS AND STATION ROAD WOODLAND 

 
Belongs to Sutherland Estates & DACC has no claim.  
GD interested to get involved – will discuss with PM.  
 

PM ASKED FOR OPINIONS GOING FORWARD BY MAIL 

GD, PM 

h.  NEW MARKINGS AT DORNOCH SQUARE 
 

IN PROGRESS  
 

i.  LITTER 
 

NOT TO DISCUSS UNTIL POST COVID-19 
 

10.  
CORRESPONDENCE INCLUDING ANY SUBMISSION FROM POLICE 

(SECRETARY) 
 

a.  POLICE REPORT 
 
Received. PM to ask for a more comprehensive report in future. 
 

IN PROGRESS 

PM 

b.  TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
PM & JB attended a Zoom meeting with Maree Todd, MSP & the community 
councils in the area to put together a tourism plan for 2021.  
JB stated that many issues are similar to other community councils.  
GD stated that she thinks it is imperative that everyone knows of all the 
moving parts and that they are all put together in a comprehensive plan.  
 

IN PROGRESS 

 

c.  SPIRIT OF THE HIGHLANDS 
 
Discussed but agreed no action for the moment.  
 

NO ACTION TO BE TAKEN 

 

d.  CHALETS ON EMBO ROAD  
PM asked JMc to talk on this as an Embo resident.  
JMc had already asked for a mobile smiling machine and for a police 
presence to help reduce the speeds. He also suggested that the settlement 
be given a name and that  a name sign upon entry would remind drivers that 
they are entering a settlement and hence should drive slowly and carefully.  
JMc thought that this decision should be made by local residents and agreed 
to speak to the roads departments regarding a formal naming.  
Regarding the problem with children running across the road, DACC 
suggested that the owners put up the fence that was previously taken down. – 
LR to draft this correspondence.  

 

JMc & LR 

e.  RUBBISH BINS AT BEACH 

 
To be discussed at the beach meeting scheduled for 27th.November.  
 

IN PROGRESS 

 

   

11.  ROADS AND PATHWAYS – NO NEW ADDITIONS 
 

TOWN 20MPH SIGNAGE –  JMc to pursue with roads department 

 
 
 



 
SHORE ROAD POTHOLES – PM in discussion with Scottish Water 

 
STATION ROAD WHITE LINES - JMc to pursue with roads department 
 
STATION BRAE WHITE LINES - JMc to pursue with roads department 
 
CARNEGE STREET ‘SLOW’ SIGN - JMc to pursue with roads department 

JMc 

   

12.  AOCB 
 
JB: Referred to the submission of the planning application for the Historylinks 
Museum that is on Common Good land and asked if he had permission to 
submit it under DACC.  

AGREED. 
 
LD: Asked when the agenda would be finalised and if the cut-off could be 
Saturday. PM agreed that something along these lines may be possible. 

 

   

  MEETING CLOSED AT: 21:03 
With no further business to discuss, the Chair thanked everyone for attending 

and closed the meeting at the above time and the date of next meeting is 
stated below. 

 

 

 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 16TH DECEMBER, 2020, AT 7PM 
VIA ZOOM 

 

 



 

 
Dornoch & District Community Council (DACC) Meeting 16th.December 2020 
 
DRAFT Agenda Protocol 

 

Following a request for clarity from one of our members, I should like to make the following 
proposal for a protocol regarding the distribution of the agenda for DACC regular monthly 
meetings. 

 

• The dates of all meetings will normally be fixed in advance for the whole year and will 
normally be 19.00 on the third Wednesday of every month. 

• An initial draft Agenda and Papers for each meeting will normally be distributed to all 
DACC members 7 days before each meeting. 

• Normal deadlines for: 

a. Acceptance by the (Minutes) Secretary of new papers/agenda items: 12.00 
midday Friday immediately before meeting. 

b. Distribution of final papers/agenda by the (Minutes) Secretary to all DACC 
members: 18.00 on the Saturday immediately before each meeting. 

• The following papers/agenda items may at the Chair’s discretion be added after the 
above deadlines. 

o  Any papers that bring significant information on items already in the agenda. 
(These are likely to be quite frequent.) 

o Any papers that are new but require a decision or discussion before the 
following meeting. In this regard:  

i. No new item for decision will normally be added to the Agenda. If such an 
item is exceptionally included, any decision will normally need to be 
approved by all DACC members, including those unable to attend the 
meeting in question. 

ii. Only urgent new subjects for discussion will normally be added to the 
Agenda, and any DACC member including anyone unable to attend the 
meeting in question, may normally insist on the subject being discussed 
again at the next meeting if he/she wishes. 

 
 
Patrick Murray 



Dornoch Area Community Council

Accounts

1 April 2020 -  8 December 2020

Dornoch Community Funds Common Good Beinn Unrestricted Total

Fund Tharsuinn Cash CC funds

(Notes 1&2) (Note 3) (Note 4)

£ £ £ £

Opening Balance (01/04/2020)  £314,995.00 £292.36 £4,061.02 £319,348.38

Add: Income £0.00 2307.15 £6,753.05 £9,060.20

Less: Outgoings Historylinks -£6,365.00 -£350.00 -£1,602.96 -£8,317.96

DACC -£6,503.45

Beach Wheelchairs -£2,580.00

Closing Balance (8/12/2020) £299,546.55 £2,249.51 £9,211.11 £320,090.62

Note 1: Held by Highland Council on behalf of the Residents of the Royal Burgh of Dornoch.

Note 2: Figures are pending further information from Highland Council re. latest income & expenditure

Note 3: Held by Beinn Tharsuinn Trust on behalf of all IV25 residents subject to complying with the terms of the Trust.

Note 4: Opening Balance (1/4/20) at HSBC and BoS (included above)

CC's own funds £4,061.02

Funds held on behalf of others £360.00

Total £4,421.02

Closing Balance at HSBC and BoS (included above)

CC's own funds £9,211.11

Funds held on behalf of others £0.00

Total £9,211.11

Note 5: DACC Dornoch Common Good Fund 3-Year Cash Flow forecast can be seen HERE



Dornoch Area Community Council

1 April 2020 -  8 December 2020

Cash at Bank
Unrestricted Municipal Food Bank General Covid19 BRIG Defibrillator Total

Cash Projects Cash Cash Cash Cash Cash at bank

£ £ £ £ £ £ £

Opening Balance £4,061.02 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £360.00 £400.00 £4,821.02

Add: Income Covid19 Facebook appeal £7,991.72 £7,991.72

RDGC £5,000.00 £5,000.00

DADCA £500.00 £500.00

Personal donations £425.00 £425.00

Scottish & SouthernCovid19 donations £1,550.00 £1,550.00

Kyle of Sutherland Covid19 donations £1,360.00 £1,360.00

Misc Covid Grants £2,684.88 £2,684.88

Beach Toilets £91.28 £91.28

Beach Toilets £71.29 £71.29

Beach Toilets £51.45 £51.45

Common Good Fund grant (Municipal Projects) £6,503.45 £6,503.45

Beach Toilets £20.98 £20.98

Beach Toilets £14.60 £14.60

Less: Outgoings Food Bank purchases -£2,684.88 -£2,684.88

General Covid-19 purchases -£5,768.93 -£5,768.93

Plexus Media -£29.95 -£29.95

Mckay&Co -£162.00 -£162.00

Northern Times ad -£46.00 -£46.00

Beach Toilets -£76.17 -£76.17

Secretarial -£540.00 -£540.00

Transfer to Beach Wheelchairs (BRIG) -£360.00 -£360.00

HIS (Toilets) -£53.80 -£53.80

HIS (Toilets) -£116.04 -£116.04

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Beach Award -£360.00 -£360.00

Beach Toilets - Cleaning Contract -£600.00 -£600.00

Transfer to Dornoch Firth Group -£11,076.79 -£11,076.79

Transfer from unrestricted funds -£19.00 £19.00 £0.00

Transfer to unrestricted funds (Donation by Gareth Dixon) £400.00 -£400.00 £0.00

Closing Balance £3,913.67 £5,297.44 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £9,211.11

HSBC £9,210.11

BoS £1.00

Cash at Bank £9,211.11



Dornoch Area Community Council 
Outstanding requests to Highland Council and other authorities 
As at December 2020 
 
 

Date request 
lodged 

Request details Follow-up 
responsibility 

May 2020 REPAIR GAP BETWEEN RAILING AND BRIDGE WALL 
There is a dangerous gap between the railing and the wall of the wooden 
bridge beyond the Medical Centre. * 

JMc 

July 2020 BISHOPFIELD  
Work is out to tender & should include an improvement to the junction – 
Jim is making contact with owner(s) of Hotel  via Ed A-Smith on behalf of 
Council to try to get corner of garden released for improvement. 

JMc 

August 2020 “NO THROUGH ROAD” SIGN NEEDED ON CHURCH STREET 
BETWEEN NO. 8 AND KERRISDALE  
Roads team notified * 

JMc 

August 2020 TOWN 20MPH SIGNAGE 
JMc to pursue with roads department 
 – funding for first phase (Dingwall etc) now exhausted and Jim has 
asked for Dornoch to be considered for next phase. Edderton are doing 
their own “20’s Plenty” signage as Jim did for Embo some years ago. 

JMc 

August 2020 SHORE ROAD POTHOLES 
PM in discussion with Scottish Water 

PM 

August 2020 STATION ROAD WHITE LINES 
JMc to pursue with roads department * 

JMc 

August 2020  STATION BRAE WHITE LINES 
JMc to pursue with roads department * 

JMc 

August 2020 INDUSTRIAL UNITS 
JMc was in touch with Angela Simpson of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) – It is under consideration. JMc will copy both AD and 
DM into any correspondence with HIE going forward.  
GR stated that there are potentially two units by the station (old 
platform). JMc agreed and will follow up & put into the correspondence 
to HIE.  
Angela has come back to say that their priority is now Golspie and that is 
where they are concentrating their efforts currently – in view of the 
recent funding bung which came to DACIC then there’s not much I can 
say about that, as all Ward 4 Councillors represent all of Ward 4. 

JMc 

August 2020 DORNOCH BURN CLEAN  
PM asked PT about the burn clean and PT stated that the period he had 
been given was December 

PT 

August 2020 CAMPERVAN WASTE DISPOSAL AT BEACH TOILETS 
Campervans had disposed of their waste in the toilets which led to the 
drains needing to be cleared. JMc stated he asked for temporary 
disposal units to sit next to the toilets and this was approved. 
This was a bum steer – this initiative seems to have disappeared into the 
ether – Maybe be better if motorhomes paid the Caravan Site to use 
their facilities. 

JMc 

October 2020 CARNEGIE STREET ‘SLOW’ SIGN 
‘Slow’ sign at Carnege Street should be moved to River Street, which is 
now more dangerous. JMc to pursue with roads department * 

JMc 

 



 

Dornoch & District Community Council (DACC) Meeting 16th.December 2020 
Updates on matters outstanding from previous meetings as at 7/12/2020 

Action points in blue bold. 
Progress since last update in green italics 

1. Covid19 

DACC’s role in this has for the moment mercifully come to an end at least for the 
moment. The Dornoch Firth Group has adequate finance to continue with the 
Foodbank into the New Year, although its volunteers may need a break soon. 
The postcode-by-postcode volunteer system set up by Dornoch Firth Group also 
remains in place. 

 
2. Dornoch Skip: 

PM and JMc will meet HC’s Alan McKinnie (AM) on Friday 13 November.  
Next steps (agreed at last meeting) 

o HC representative to visit abattoir site to see if appropriate for a 
recycling location.  
No progress as far as we know. 

 
3. Dornoch Trust and Bishopfield Site:  

The majority of the Directors have decided to close the Dornoch Trust in its current 
form and have signed and sent the requisite forms to Companies House to that 
effect. Companies House will strike off the company shortly. 
Discussions continue with Ronnie Macrae, Dornoch & District Community 
Association and Highland Council re Bishopfield Site.  

 
4. Beach Development including beach dividers at car park 

Include in Planning Seminar below. 
Site meeting held at beach. See link for minutes. 
 

5. Planning Seminar for comprehensive plan for Beach and Town 
Angela Simpson, of Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE), held a Dornoch Focus 
Group meeting on Thursday 1st October and the form and content of a future 
Planning Seminar was discussed.  

Next steps:  

• JMc will invite Shane Manning to meet us to answer questions on what is and 
is not permitted by current parking regulations/good practice.  
Meeting took place on Thursday 12th November. See link for minutes. 

• Angela will propose how HIE may be able to help coordinate the continuation 
and expansion of the current Dornoch plan.  
In progress and aiming to start January 
 

6. Earls Cross and Station Road Woodland Proposal 
Sutherland Estates have indicated a willingness to sell this property for £35,000. 
The Common Good Fund does not wish to buy the property because the ‘asset’ 
may actually represent a financial liability due to the costs of maintenance 
particularly with regard to the necessity regularly to inspect and when necessary cut 
down trees overhanging the road and the buildings that border the wood. 
 
PM, DM and Gavin Gilbey have taken advice from Woodland Trust who have been 
very helpful and have advised us to meet with 3 local community woodlands in 



 

Evanton, Milton and Ardgay to see how they conduct and finance themselves. 
These meetings have been arranged for week ending 23 October.  
Visits to the three woods have taken place. A zoom meeting with Community 
Woodlands has been arranged for Wednesday 9 December to seek their advice. 
 
Armed with the information gained from these meetings PM, DM, GD and Gavin 
Gilbey aim to outline a plan of action. See link for initial draft of plan of action.  
 

7. Old Sutherland Show Shed 
Now that the Show has a new warehouse, does it need the old shed and can 
remove the ugly containers?   
Next step: DM will speak to Alan Munro 
DM has spoken to Alan Munro who will hopefully vacate the building by 31 March 
2021.  
 
Who actually owns the old shed and is there a lease for it? 
PM will research with HC (Chris Holmes). 
 

8. Litter 

• Organise volunteers throughout the town for a clean-up: This must wait till after 
Covid19. 

• More no litter Signs etc.: incorporate in the above Dornoch Plan. 
 
9. Dornoch Square Toilet refurbuishment 

A zoom meeting was held with HC at which the spec was agreed with one or two 
options (e.g. for wall coverings) plus 2 additional items to be costed separately for 
further discussion: Belfast sink for cleaner and CCTV. 

Next steps 

• Les Hutt to draw up schedule of works. 

• Les/ Angela Matheson to put schedule out to Maintenance Officer to get 
prices from local contractors. 

• If price back by end Jan then discussion with Dornoch CC at their Weds 17 
Feb meeting and with HC local members in Feb, then report to Sutherland 
County Committee on 1 March for approval. 

• Work to start as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
NB If timelines slip the next Committee to approve the funding will be 17 May. 
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DORNOCH BEACH USER GROUP 
 
Minutes of meeting held on Friday 27th November 2020 
 
Present:  Phil Tomalin (PT), Cllr Jim McGillivray (JM) - Highland Council 
  Paddy Murray (PM), Jerry Bishop (JB) - DACC 
  Neil Dalton (ND), Anthony Hope (AH) - ESRA 
  Isla Fullerton-Smith (IFS) - Dornoch Beach Wheelechairs 
  Neil Hampton (NH) - Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
  Lynne Redfern (LF), Darren Redfern (DF) - Dornoch Caravan & Camping Park 
 

1. Single Track Road signs & 20mph zone: It was noted that there are no signs to warn traffic 
passing the Golf Clubhouse on Golf Road and the Caravan Park on Beach Road that they are 
entering a single track road with passing places. Also, there are no signs to warn long vehicles 
that the road ahead is not suitable (e.g. an RTA this year involving 2 motorhomes on Beach 
road). There is no signage to warn vehicles entering into the ‘Top’ car park at the junction 
between Golf Road and Beach Road that (i) it is a No Through Road and (ii) there are limited 
(No) turning places for long vehicles when the car park is full. 
 
It was agreed by all parties that:  

a. Installation of Single Track Road signs is required to warn traffic accordingly 
b. New Passing Place signs are required to manage traffic flow (particularly at the two 

new proposed passing places). 
c. A 20 mph zone would help with road safety in an area where there are often many 

pedestrians and young children (n.b. Roads Dept are have agreed to install the 
relevant speed test equipment as a first step but a 20mph zone will require a Road 
Traffic Order to implement). 

d. Additional signage as outlined above would help with traffic management 
 
2. Top Car Park: There was general discussion on the arrangements in the Top Car Park. PM and 

IFS outlined some of the problems encountered during the year post lockdown. PM also reported 
on a recent Zoom meeting with Shane Manning (SM), Principal Traffic Officer - THC, to explore 
available options for traffic management and parking. 
 

a. Passing Place: PT showed the marking for a proposed new passing place by the ESRA 
shed and confirmed the boundary of the road and car park. It was agreed that this would 
be an improvement.  

b. Entrance: ND & AH confirmed ongoing issues with access to the car park and it was 
generally accepted that the new posts on the north side of the entrance road had made 
matters worse. No decision was reached, but suggested remedies included removing 
the posts to allow cars to park on the grass (NH confirmed this area is currently leased by 
RDGC, but any new lease would NOT include this area), moving the posts back 2m to 
provide more parking space (see above comment by NH) leave as is, or paint yellow 
lines/box junction to try and prevent parking which blocks the entrance.  

c. Long Vehicles: it was agreed that the Top car park is not suitable for long vehicles and 
that suitable signage should be installed to discourage such vehicles entering beyond the 
junction of Beach Road and Golf Road. 

d. Overnight parking: PT confirmed that the car park is adopted and managed by THC. The 
current sign outlines the restrictions including no sleeping in vehicles overnight. However, 
JB noted that lack of enforcement staff resulted in frequent contraventions, not helped by 
some online websites citing Dornoch Beach Car Park as one of the best places for an 
overnight stay! DF said that numbers had reduced since the two new signs had been 
installed by DACC and IFS also noted that people sleeping in tents on the beach were a 
bigger problem. It was agreed that overnight parking for sleeping vehicles was not 
desirable and that steps should be taken to try and enforce the current restrictions. 

e. Charging: PM outlined an option raised by SM for the Council to install Pay and Display 
parking (P&D) which could help justify additional enforcement presence in Dornoch and 
maybe generate funds for Community use via the Area Committee. Questions were 
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raised about the affect on local residents, particularly those walking dogs on the beach. 
LF suggested if a cost was introduced that is should be low so as not to put off tourists. 
JB observed that the previous day (26th Nov) the car park had been full at 12.30 and the 
problem was reducing the number of vehicles trying to park there. PM said any charging 
could be limited to the Tourist season and that the community would have input on details 
such as time restrictions, charges, etc.. PM also said that provision for parking permits for 
IV25 residents could be made available and that some or all of the cost may be able to be 
met from the Common Good Fund. PT expressed reservations about this, but it was 
agreed that the concept of P&D parking would need to go to a full public consultation and 
if accepted it could be part of a solution to better manage parking at the Beach.  

f. Litter Bins: PM said that problems with collections experienced immediately post-
lockdown had been addressed and that in his experience waste collections had been 
more than adequate since then. IFS stated her wish to screen the bin area to improve the 
visual amenity. PT said that the Waste Collection team were opposed to this as screening 
inevitably created areas out of sight which attracted dumping of additional inappropriate 
waste. IFS had also approached PT to enquire if a recycling facility (Blue bin) could be 
added in the area. JB said he had emailed Alan Mckinnie to ask if this would be possible 
and PT said that an answer had been received that morning in the negative. 

g. Beach Award: JB reported on the last assessment for the Blue Flag beach award, noting 
that the one area for improvement (Amber status) is a lack of essential information on the 
notice board (viz. safety information (including hazards), Useful contacts (beach operator, 
medical/emergency services), Beach Code of Conduct, a Map of the beach showing 
location of facilities, Water quality information). He explained that a recent grant award 
from the Common Good Fund to DACC had provision for a new sign and suggested it be 
positioned between the existing Town Map and wildlife interpretation signs. IFS & PM 
were against this location and suggested both the Town Map and any new sign be 
located on the other side of the car park (near the wooden shed). JB was opposed to this, 
noting that the Town Map had been the subject of a consented planning application by 
DACIC and that some of the ‘missing’ information identified by the Beach award 
assessors had been on display in the shed, but hadn’t been seen by the assessor. No 
agreement was reached on the location of a new sign to meet Beach Award criteria, 
although it was agreed that the Beach Award should be retained as a matter of priority.  

h. ESRA shed: AH confirmed that it was ESRA’s intention to demolish their existing shed 
once the new building was open. ND noted that some parts of it are over 150 years old 
and that some of the concrete construction is now crumbling. IFS said she would like to 
see a café in the building, but JB noted the lack of services and AH confirmed that the 
waste water arrangements for the new ESRA building had been both costly and specified 
to meet only their own limited use (i.e. not suitable for a public toilet).  
 

3. Play Park Car Park: PT, PM & JM all noted the background to the Play Park car park and IFS 
gave some background to the Play Park itself, noting that lack of finance had resulted in only 
partial fencing around it and that said screening with trees had been deemed unsuitable by the 
CGF managers.  
 
JM explained that the wooden posts in the car park had been moved back 2m from the road over 
the summer to allow campervans to park in between the new log dividers, which had been 
spaced at a generous 3m width. It had been suggested by a DACC member that these dividers 
should be removed as they presented a potential hazard. Although ND noted he had seen a 
driver stumble over a divider when getting out of his vehicle it was generally agreed that they 
served their purpose of ensuring vehicles were parked at 90° to the road (thus maximising 
parking spaces) and on balance they were a good thing. However, it was agreed to look at 
getting the retaining pins driven down further to make them level with the top of the wooden logs. 
 
JB noted the condition of the surface of the parking area and it was agreed that some 
maintenance would be required before next season. JB said he had discussed the issue with J&S 
Gunn and they would be providing a quotation for levelling and resurfacing the area between the 
road and the parking bays with scalpings, although there was no budget provided for this in the 
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recent CGF grant. PT confirmed that any work within 3m of the public road would require prior 
approval from the Roads Dept. 
 
PM then outlined the possibility of THC taking over the management of the Play Park parking 
area as per discussions in item 2. above. It was agreed that if enforcement were to be introduced 
this should include restrictions on overnight parking and IFS suggested that charges could be 
lower than the Top car park to encourage people away from there. 
 
JB reported that SM had outlined 2 options; either a guaranteed income via a service level 
agreement or a profit-sharing scheme agreed with the community. PT noted that any changes to 
Common Good Land (& any P&D charges) would be subject to statutory public consultation by 
THC. It was generally agreed that parking charges for the Play Park car park be explored along 
with charges for the Top Car Park. 
 

4. Overflow Car Park:  
a. Entrance: JB explained an issue with access to the Overflow car park raised by a regular 

visitor to Dornoch over the summer which resulted in a motorhome shredding a tyre on 
the raised ironwork of the bollards at the entrance. He also pointed out the damage to 
both wooden stobs either at either side of the entrance, causing by the tight turn required 
on exit. He proposed a solution of moving 4 wooden bollards back to create a splayed 
opening and replacing the metal hinged bollards with a metal gate mounted on 2 new 
wooden strainer posts. The entrance would then be re-surfaced with scalpings. It was 
agreed that, subject to costs being within budget and approval from the Roads Dept was 
obtained, that this work should be done ASAP. 

b. P&D:  it was agreed that if charging was introduced then it should cover the Overflow car 
park as well. NH confirmed that the land was NOT part of the current or any future RDGC 
lease.  

c. Signage: Following a suggestion by IFS, it was agreed that once the entrance had been 
remodelled, motorhomes and campervans should be actively encouraged to park in the 
overflow car park by means of additional signage, but DF said he would not want to see 
campervans parking overnight here, which was agreed. 

 
5. Food Hut: PT & PM explained where the proposed lease for the Food Hut was. PT also showed 

the position of a proposed new passing place. A number of reservations were raised about the 
operation of the food hut and PM explained that it would be incumbent on the leaseholder to 
ensure all litter was removed from the site. Questions were also asked about parking on the road 
adjacent to the Food Hut and PM explained he would be asking for the operator NOT to serve 
people who had parked in the passing place.  
 
PT said that a number of responses had been received to the current consultation on the 
proposed lease, with a majority currently against. He had checked with the Common Good officer 
who had confirmed that an alternative adjacent site may be agreed without the need for a new 
consultation. He suggested that a position on the CG land in the Overflow car park may be a 
more suitable location. It was agreed that this may be the best solution. 
 

6. Beach Toilets: JB outlined the work provided for by the recent CGF grant, including internal and 
external painting and re-setting of the coping stones on the walls outside the building. DF noted 
that the latest signs on the doors had increased the number of campervans paying for waste 
disposal at the Caravan Park 
 

7. Caravan Park: DF reported a nuisance caused by campervans parking overnight without paying 
in the layby opposite the entrance to the Park. JM suggested that the layby be marked as a 
turning area to deter such behaviour - agreed. (Post meeting comment from PT to note that the 
single track road starts much further back than the above ‘layby’ – i.e. at the start of Beach Road 
at the junction of River Street & Well Street – which may affect any decision to try and deter 
parking here). 
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LF said that they had plans to repurpose their current putting green (which is not well used), 
partly with some additional play equipment and partly with a crazy golf course, which would be 
open to the public to play. It was agreed that this was a very welcome development. 
 
DF also noted that the Caravan Park now had an electric vehicle charging point which was also 
available to the wider public. JB agreed to feed this information into the latest THC Tourism 
Infrastructure Plan. 
 
PM thanked DF & LF for all their hard work over the summer and congratulated them on the 
improvements they had made in the park. In response, LF detailed further work over the winter to 
refurbish both their male and female toilet & shower blocks using local tradesmen at an estimated 
cost of £30k. 
 

8. Airfield Car Park: JB reported on DACC plans to install a picnic bench near the airfield car park, 
as suggested by a local resident. It was agreed that a wooden bench be located outside the 
designated operational area, to the south of the car park on suitable concrete plinth adjacent to 
the current wildlife interpretation panel. 

 
PM concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for their attendance and explaining that whilst some 
items discussed may be able to be advanced sooner, most of the decisions taken would be fed into a 
wider Dornoch planning session to be hosted by HIE in the New Year. 
 

Meeting closed around 12:00 
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Notes from the Teams meeting on 12 November: 

Present: Shane Manning THC Principal Officer Parking Services, Jonathon Gunn THC Roads Dept, Cllr 

Jim McGillivray, Ward Manager Phil Tomalin, Paddy Murray, Jerry Bishop & Genevieve Duhigg 

Dornoch Area Community Council, Joan Bishop & Gordon Sutherland Dornoch Area Community 

Interest Company. 

Apologies: Angela Simpson, HIE 

The main concerns were identified as: increase in motorhomes (especially at the beach & in the 

Square), overnight parking, excessive speeds, parking generally in the town & beach, plans for 

Dornoch South, potential combination of coaches & motorhomes in future years.  

Shane explained that THC was working with communities and reviewing and mapping parking 

restrictions, 20 communities had been addressed with 19 in the next phase. The council also has a 

new Tourism Committee looking at Visitor Management providing long term support for towns and 

villages and sharing good practice.  

Our meeting is therefore timely and the chance to identify short term quick fixes and work toward a 

longer term plan. 

Background 

Genevieve had circulated a document or how other towns & villages had approached this and one of 

the main aspects was creating a gateway. Whilst we have welcome signage on A949 at the school, 

and at Poles Road (north entry) there is nothing on the road from Embo, so this would be a potential  

improvement (e.g. at new Springfield development) to mark the ‘boundary’ and encourage traffic to 

slow down. The historic town centre with the cathedral, castle, jail & courthouse is intrinsically 

attractive, but the road layout lets us down with no clear boundaries. This leads to unrestricted 

parking of coaches and motorhomes in the middle which is potentially dangerous to pedestrians and 

blocks the view of the buildings, detracting from visitor enjoyment. We are looking for solutions that 

encourage better parking behaviour without spoiling the ambiance. 

Jerry Bishop had summarised the main areas of concern for both the beach (Dornoch Common Good 

Land) and the town, so this formed the basis of discussion. 

Beach Concerns 

Single Track roads 

Golf Road and Beach Road are both single track and yet there is no advance warning of this. Both 

roads lead to the ‘top’ beach car park CP157 where in the summer it can be difficult to turn a long 

vehicle such as a motorhome when the car park is very busy. In addition, the Golf Club has 

permission to close Golf Road when major competitions are on, which means long vehicles can be 

‘trapped’. The single-track roads are adopted so are the responsibility of THC – this includes signage, 

passing places and yellow lines. They are currently working on a rolling program of updating these. 

Top Car Park 

The top car park is also THC responsibility (new disabled places & signage added recently). This car 

park could be made pay & display (P & D) and run by THC if the community supports this. The 

standard for THC is for charges to apply 1 March to 31 October, residents with permits are free and a 

resident’s annual permit for the 8 months would be £30. Communities can decide on some aspects 

e.g. first hour free, £1/hour thereafter, charges apply 9-5.  
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Only uniformed THC car park wardens can enforce the regulations. The more P & D’s in an area the 

closer an enforcement officer could be based, currently Wick or Inverness, with nearest regular call 

being Tain. However if more P & Ds were in place the next phase would be to cover Tain to Wick 

possibly based at Drummuie. Officers work 07:30 to 22:00 – and have educational role so may visit 

at 8pm and warn RVs no overnight parking. It is possible that volunteers or town officers could be 

trained in the education role. 

Dornoch Common Good (DCG) Land  

The overflow car park & playpark car park are in DCG ownership. THC could run these as P & D and 

the profit can be shared or service level agreement of fixed annual income agreed. This would have 

to be the subject of a Common Good consultation. Non made up areas (e.g. overflow) would need to 

be maintained by DCG.  

Excessive speed 

20mph can only be introduced if average speed is currently 24mph or less. Jonathan Gunn will 

arrange for speed monitor to be erected on Beach Road to start the process – would need to be 

repeated in spring and summer when there is more traffic. 

Airfield Carpark 

This is not currently listed with Shane as being THC managed, but he will check. However, if charges 

are introduced to the beach area, motor homes & other overnight parking may well go there. 

Town Concerns 

Excessive Speed 

As the average speed is over 24mph a 20mph cannot be introduced (see above). A quick fix option 

might be to install a ‘watch your speed’ device e.g. at the Sutherland Road/Struie Road junction with 

Castle Street (£3k) which would need to be funded by the community. Shane’s experience is that this 

leads to 85% of drivers reducing speed. Otherwise major changes to the road layout would be 

required to slow traffic. 

Parking Charges 

If P & D installed (e.g. in Dornoch South) THC could prohibit or restrict parking elsewhere – e.g. as in 

the Square now restrict to one hour, no return in three, and yellow lines could be applied but only in 

identified risk areas (e.g. Shore Road). THC run P & D also have an option for businesses to purchase 

permits at £100 for a year (so £75 for 8 months?) On street would be better placed to be All year 

(Not Seasonal) 

Any new P & D on THC owned car parks e.g. The Meadows would deliver 50% of net profit to Area 

Committee e.g. for pot-hole repairs or other investment by members. This was the subject of the 

‘Car Park Conversation’ consultation halted due to the pandemic and needs community ‘buy-in’. 

Retail Park 

Jerry suggested that the THC car park in the Retail Park opposite the Spar Supermarket could be a 

trial P & D for Motor Homes – as some had used it this year. Some additional hard standing would be 

required, with signage from the Square and also restrictions to motor home parking elsewhere. 

Shane indicated this could potentially be achieved for next season. This would require a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) at £1k, with hard standing & signage potentially £5-10k. These costs might 
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be offset against year one income. The TRO procedure takes about 3 months - 14 days statutory 

consultees, 21 days for the general public, then 1 month to follow up and try to resolve any issues 

raised.  

One-way system in St Gilbert Street 

Shane thought this a reasonable proposal.  

Pedestrianised -  Dean’s Lane 

Shane thought this a reasonable proposal, but probably a small hammer head would be required for 

deliveries to Dornoch Stores & Hospice Shop.  

The Square 

In the short term the road layout could be simplified with improved road markings and signage, for 

example giving clear passage for the main traffic going to Embo. Contact Josie Sutherland, Area 

Roads Manager, Drummuie to progress. Next stage would be to ‘harden up’ the distinction between 

vehicles & pedestrians. However, any ‘fixtures’ would need to allow for coaches to turn and the 

regular pedestrian events to take place such as pipe band parades, Hogmanay street party, Bonfire 

night & Games day parades. Use of alternative materials to demarcate pedestrian zones could be 

effective. These longer term plans would need detailed community consultation to develop a shared 

‘Vison for the Square’ as previous proposed changes over the years have met with opposition. To get 

an idea how much space vehicles actually use, Shane suggested taking photos when there is snow as 

the untouched areas are clearly visible. 

Painting the bus stance boxes is the responsibility of the local roads team (Brian Fraser), who have 

many other calls on their time, whereas car parking is Shane’s team (so disabled slots at beach car 

park, restricted time notices in the Square could be done in a more timely fashion). However, to 

progress the bus lanes follow up with local roads, but copy in Phil & Shane. 

The current restrictions – one hour max, no return within 3 hours – had resolved the issue with the 

local garage double/triple parking in these spaces. However, Jim McGillivary is aware this is causing 

the business difficulties.  

Meadows Car Park 

The car park conversation proposed no motor home parking here, but many used it this summer and 

the school buses park there during the day. Shane said this was open to community suggestions and 

we can allow them to stay overnight – the risk is it becomes an informal campsite. 

Other Car Parks 

THC can manage car parks for others. For example charging at the beach may lead to ‘unwanted’ 

parking in the Golf Club car park and RDGC may wish to consider THC running a P & D with member 

exemption.  

Next Steps 

The other groups involved in the DCG beach area (the Caravan Park, RDGC, Beach Wheelchairs, 

ESRA, Community Council, THC via Phil) need to be consulted about vehicle parking. A wider 

facilitated consultation on all aspects of the beach use is taking place in January.  



4 | P a g e  
 

The wider stakeholders in the Dornoch Focus Group made up of local businesses, voluntary groups 

and public agencies need to be consulted now we understand what is and isn’t possible 

Priorities 

Determine what can take place for 2021 and join into a single TRO. This could include the retail park 

for motor homes and the beach top car park. 

Start Common Good consultation on plans for rest of beach area following agreement with user 

group. 

Progress plans for Dornoch South vehicle park. 

Carry out stakeholder consultation on all parking 

Purchase and install a speed monitor at Sutherland Road/Struir Road/Castle Street junction  

Discuss improvements to road markings in the Square with Josie Sutherland, THC Roads, Drummuie 



Woodland Plan 
 
Dear Jon 
  
Further to our chat this morning after visiting Evanton, Gearchoille and Milton woodlands, we 
have tentatively formulated the following outline plan: 

• Dornoch Woodland is too small for building projects. Indeed many users (such as 
myself) would certainly complain that such projects damaged rather than enhanced the 
wood. 

  
• Two projects are desirable which may draw disagreement from existing users but can 

easily be justified by the desirability to make the road accessible to older and frailer 
users of whom Dornoch has many. 

o One of the existing paths should be upgraded to give one good path through the 
woodland, ideally usable by wheelchairs but at least by older and frailer users. 

o Signage should be upgraded with more information and directions including a 
map. 

  
• A further project is desirable because it would effectively expand the accessible area of 

the woodland and should draw no complaint because at present no one can use the 
area: 

o Clear out and put a path through the area that overlooks the Embo end of the 
wood 

o Put a bench/sitootery similar to what they have in one of the clearings near one 
of the main paths at Migdale. 

o If this is all successful perhaps even build a wooden tent-style resting place 
similar to the one at Evanton. 

  
• Tree management: 

o Removing excessive saplings from the whole area would be unrealistic but one 
could decide on specific areas that one wished to manage actively in this way 
and then recruit project teams from the school and/or adult volunteers. 

o Tidy up the area where some tree planting was done around 10 years ago. 
Decide which trees are worth keeping and which should be removed. Possibly 
replace trees that are not worth keeping with new trees.    

  
• ‘Soft’ projects: 

o Explore ideas with NHS to see if any useful project can be arranged for mental 
health/dementia sufferers 

o Explore ideas with schools not just for help with tree management as above, but 
to see if there are other ways the woods can be of help such as outdoor 
adventure/play/nature-study/art-work for primary school children   

  
At this stage we would very much welcome your advice as follows: 

1. Does our plan sound sensible? 
  

2. Should we add/amend in any way? (Obviously as time goes on it will need more 
granularity but we felt this was probably sufficient and then once Sutherland 
Estates have given us permission and we have some volunteers in place, each 
project can be taken separately with more detail: how many volunteers?, who will 
do what, when?) 



  
3. Would you be able to help us get Sutherland Estates to give permission by 

addressing: 
                                                               i.      Insurance? 
                                                             ii.      Risk assessments? 
                                                           iii.      Recommendation that they believe our plans are 

sound and worthwhile? 
                                                           iv.      Other? 
  

4. Once we have permission from Sutherland Estates the next steps will be: 
a. Advertise by word of mouth, Facebook etc. for volunteers and approach Dornoch 

Academy 
b. Get going with what can be done free or with very little financial help 
c. Seek grants where finance is needed 

  
5. If this approach is successful then consider forming a charity to take over the woodland 

from Sutherland Estates if they are still interested. 
  
To this end we should be delighted to guide you around the wood if you could spare the time to 
view it and/or set up a zoom call to discuss the above. 
  
SECUNDO 
  
Our contacts with Sutherland Estates earlier this year were as follows. 
  

1. We know Scott Morrison at Dunrobin pretty well so our initial contact was with him and 
he kindly referred us to the Factor who is now Bell Ingram and put us in touch with 
Charlotte Gilfillan. 

Charlotte Gilfillan BSc (Hons) PGDip MRICS 
Associate 
RICS Registered Valuer 
  
Bell Ingram LLP, Old Bank of Scotland Building, 5 High Street, Beauly, IV4 7BS 
T: 01463 717799  D: 01463 214770  M: 07539648395 
  

2. Charlotte and the Head Forester Cameron Ross kindly visited the wood and we 
explained some of things we wished to do (which included some of the items above). 
Charlotte listened but said that itv would take them at least 6 months for them to decide 
whether to grant us permission because of problems with insurance etc. However she 
also said they may be interested in an outright sale of the woodland to the Dornoch 
Community. 
  

3. Over the next few weeks: 
a. Charlotte came up with a price of £35,000. 
b. We did identity a donor for approaching this sum but subject Woodland 

Trust agreeing to take it over. 
c. Woodland Trust kindly visited the wood but said that they would not take it over 

because they had enough on their plate. 
d. The donor confirmed that he was not prepared to donate to the general 

community because of the danger that volunteer enthusiasm would falter and 
£35,000 would have been wasted. He was also concerned about the liabilities of 



the woodland particularly given that it has trees near a road and other trees near 
houses. 

e. So we closed the discussions with Charlotte at this point and have not been in 
touch since. 

  
4. The result of this is that although we have not had any dispute with Sutherland Estates, 

we have not perhaps come across as very organized and business-like. We therefore 
wish to ensure that the next time we approach them we have all our ducks in a row. 

  
5. We should perhaps mention that we are still in contact with the donor and if we can 

demonstrate that: 
a. There is enough volunteer interest to support a community ownership of the 

woodland 
b. That this is likely to continue because the amount of work that needs to be done 

is actually quite small 
c. That liabilities are likely to limited to a reasonable amount 
d. That there is a proper structure in place, probably a registered charity/CIC with 

more than 20 members 
He has confirmed that he may still be willing to donate the money for a purchase. 

  
6. One approach to Sutherland Estates may be to mention the donor and his conditions, 

and say that although we are currently only seeking SE permission for the various 
projects in the above outlined plan, if it goes well then we may be in a position to buy the 
woodland outright from them, which we presume they would welcome because it gives 
them a bit of cash up-front and removes any financial and administrative liability in the 
future. What do you think? 

  
TERTIO 
  
It occurs to me I should explain who ‘we’ are in the above. Three of us are members of Dornoch 
Area Community Council (DACC) but since our initial involvement we have established that 
DACC has no formal role with regard to these woodlands. We have been joined by one other so 
we are currently 4 interested individuals. We are reluctant to set up an organization before 
seeking permission from Sutherland Estates because of the work involved and because we it 
will be much easier to seek and maintain interest from members/volunteers once permission 
has been achieved rather than before. However if you think that we really must form an 
organization first then I guess we shall have to do that… 
  
Best regards 
  
Patrick Murray 
Chair 
Dornoch Area Community Council 
 



Traffic Management Plan for Elizabeth Court & Morrison Court 
 
Below you will find two e-mail chains sent by Jerry & Davie and then to Gillian Pearson. To make for 
easier reading I have split them up. The first is Davie’s enquiry to Jerry, with his response, then you 

move on to Jerry’s correspondence and reply from Gillian and finally Davie’s with his reply.  
 
Hi Jerry 
I was wondering if you could put on your detectives hat and have a look at planning for the above. 2x low 
Loaders delivered track diggers to the site this morning and they used the road via Elizabeth Court leading to 
Morrison Court. I heard in the grapevine they were asking residents to move their cars to enable them to get to 
the site. I was of the opinion that all site traffic had to access the site via Elizabeth Crescent. I've had a look at 
a couple of docs of the planning and cannot see any mention of construction traffic site access route. As far as 
I am aware (and I may be mistaken) but the site access route is strictly via Elizabeth Crescent and no other 
access route/s have been agreed. I would look further but having to head off to work now so don't have any 
more time at the moment. I phoned Highland Council and was told that someone would call me back on the 
matter, that was at about 10.00am this morning but I have not heard anything back and probably don't expect 
to. I also called in to the Service Point and Cath emailed the planning department directly to get in touch with 
me. 
ATB for now 
Regards 
Davie 
 
 
Hi Davie, 
Sorry for the delay in replying, I'm trying to get a weekend off the Internet (but failing!). However:  

• According to the ePlanning site, the Road Construction Consent (20/01707/RCC) has not yet been 
approved (current status is 'Under Consideration) so no work of the ROAD should have started yet in 
my opinion (although it is possible ePlanning is running a week behind and will be updated Monday?). 

• However, the planning application for the houses (19/05139/FUL) has been approved and so, subject 
to all conditions being met, work could legitimately start (although the approval is limited to the 
creation of the housing plots - each house will require its own detailed planning consent before any 
house building work starts). 

• One of the conditions of the above planning consent is that: 
5. No development shall commence on site until a construction phase Traffic Management Plan (including 
a routing plan for construction vehicles and a wear and tear agreement for the route) has been 
submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Planning Authority. The approved traffic management plan 
shall be implemented prior to development commencing and remain in place until the development is 
complete. 

• the approved Traffic Management Plan (dated 1/11/20) is HERE and shows a clear route in purple for 
delivery vehicles along Elizabeth Court/Morrison Court NOT Elizabeth Crescent (which I'm afraid 
makes some sense to me as it is the shortest route to the site HQ). It also details other restrictions on 
speeds, noise, etc. 

Gillian Pearson is the case officer - Gillian.Pearson@highland.gov.uk - if you have any doubts about things I 
would suggest an email to her and copied to Jim McGillivray. 
Cheers 
Jerry  
p.s. a Road Changes Plan showing the changes to the junction at Grange Road as part of the scheme and 
promised by Jim is HERE 
 
 
Hi Jerry, thanks for carrying out the investigation. It is clear that E/Crt is the chosen route which is by far the 
least safest route in all accounts with staggered parking of cars and children playing on the street. I have since 
heard that the driver of the low loader was flabbergasted that he had to come in via Elizabeth Court instead of 
round the loop via Elizabeth Crescent. But hey-ho, he's only a professional driver, what would he know. 
Thanks for all your help and sorry for totally ruining your internet FREE weekend. 
 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2Fwam%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FkeyVal%3DQ9T7IIIH09K00%26activeTab%3Dsummary&data=04%7C01%7C%7C77f47d8cc9e84ee6ba2e08d89ba2a4df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637430470129219654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4GPdSbijCPTB1lsBdXTxKrDSB%2B4yiGIaEdll0qyTt18%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2Fwam%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FkeyVal%3DQ1852KIHL7300%26activeTab%3Dsummary&data=04%7C01%7C%7C77f47d8cc9e84ee6ba2e08d89ba2a4df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637430470129219654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NMmgNPNCL%2BllBMR%2BMn6%2BnxJXq0Avvz34qu1hyWRsd6o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2Fwam%2Ffiles%2F413C0E58F14A6E6FF9AB15D0BB37B6FA%2Fpdf%2F19_05139_FUL-GENERAL_PLAN_-_SITE_SET_UP_AND_TRAFFIC_MANAGEMENT_PLAN-2219453.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C77f47d8cc9e84ee6ba2e08d89ba2a4df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637430470129229648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=z7hTEWUx60rf3zkEtPVamN%2BCbChs7rGLfZ3dDnOceuE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Gillian.Pearson@highland.gov.uk
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2Fwam%2Ffiles%2F064B055F1FC71E337C85D28EA90488B4%2Fpdf%2F19_05139_FUL-GENERA_PLAN_-_ROAD_AMENDMENTS-2219464.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C77f47d8cc9e84ee6ba2e08d89ba2a4df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637430470129239642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dvpDBPtNUkX9w2tV9kvxEvX6jXql6y8n37ju0VDOdXg%3D&reserved=0


ATB 
Regards 
Davie. 
 
 
Hi Davie, 
  
No problem at all. It's an interesting point you raise - the CC is consulted on planning applications but not on 
any subsequent constraints attached to them (like Traffic Management Plans). This is something we (DACC) 
could maybe query with Planning and/or THC in general. 
  
Jerry  
 

  



Jerry’s email to Gillian Pearson: 
 
Dear Gillian, 
  
We have received some feedback from residents in Elizabeth Court & Morrison Court, Dornoch expressing 
concern about the Transport Plan for 20/01707/RCC (which now seems to have been removed from 
ePlanning?).  
  
When you get a moment could you answer the following (hopefully before our next meeting a week today): 
  

• Are the contents of Transport Plans something which the CC are normally asked to comment on? If so, 
when did DACC miss this opportunity? 

• Work recently started on this development accessing the site via Elizabeth Court/Morrison Court. Was 
an alternative (albeit slightly longer) route via Elizabeth Cresent ever considered? If so, what was the 
reason for choosing the route decided on? 

• The route being used passes through a more densely populated housing development, used by more 
cars and pedestrians (including many young children) that the alternative route. Is it possible to 
reconsider this decision for the RCC or has that opportunity passed? 

• If not, will there be separate Transport Plans for the housing developments themselves? If yes, will the 
community have an opportunity to input to any discussions on the routes for these? 

  
Many thanks in advance. 
  
  
Jerry Bishop 
 

 

Hi Jerry 
  
The reference number you’ve noted here relates to an application under Roads Construction Consent rather 
than the planning application. The RCC is required for construction of new roads and is handled by our roads 
colleagues (copied in) 
  
As part of the planning process there is a requirement for the developer to agree a Construction Phase Traffic 
Management Plan with us – this includes route to site / traffic management measures and so forth. Some 
drawings have been submitted for this which you should be able to see on the portal using ref 19/05139/FUL – 
Transport Planning have not yet agreed the CTMP as its still being reviewed however they have not flagged 
any concerns about the proposed route thus far – many construction sites involve travel through populated 
areas and the CTMP should be able to address and mitigate any potential issues associated with this. There is 
no opportunity for public consultation on the RCC process or discharge of conditions process – my Roads 
colleagues are however copied in so they are aware of the concerns you’ve noted. 
  
Kind regards 
Gillian 
  



Davie’s Email to DACC (prefacing the below): 
 
Please read for your information the reply from Gillian Pearson to the Qs I asked, and some further points 
raised. There is some considerable site activity today without any further update or comment on an agreed 
construction traffic management plan in place. Residents are somewhat annoyed at this apparent disregard for 
their thoughts and views. May I add that the development is generally welcomed by most residents but a lack 
of communication and liaising from THC and the contractors has upset a number of affected residents. 
Allegedly, the low loader driver was quite alarmed that the route he was told to take to deliver the excavator. 
I did ask for further clarification from Ms Pearson on a couple of points to which I did not get a reply to as yet. 
  
Regards 
Davie. 
 
 
Original e-mail sent to Gillian Pearson: 
  
Good morning Gillian 
 
I was speaking to one of your colleagues yesterday, Cathy McNulty, she has, in turn, given me your contact 
details. Cathy was most helpful and polite in our call. 
As I am a member of Dornoch Area Community Council, we are consulted on planning applications but not on 
any subsequent constraints attached to them (like Traffic Management Plans).  Could you provide reasons for 
this as Traffic Management Plans are an integral part of the planning process as far as I am aware. 
As I live in this area and are directly affected by this development, a number of local residents have expressed 
their concerns to me as to site traffic access along Elizabeth Court. This area only provides on-street parking 
for residents vehicles in most cases. Last Friday, 27/11/20, a low loader vehicle delivered a excavator to the 
site and also another lorry delivered scaffolding to the site, both vehicles accessed the site via Grange 
Road/Stafford Road/Elizabeth Crescent/Elizabeth Court/Morrison Court. The Low loader turned into Morrison 
Court to perform a turning manoeuvre. One of the residents had to move their vehicle to allow those vehicles to 
get through and bearing in mind that most of the residents were at work or not at home so the on-street parking 
was at its minimum capacity, I personally witnessed this. 
A letter has been forwarded to me from a concerned resident with a very young family, the letter clearly states 
that site traffic will travel via Grange Road/Stafford Road/Elizabeth Crescent with no mention of Elizabeth Court 
or Morrison Court. This resident lives on Elizabeth Court and is directly affected by site traffic, incidentally I did 
not receive a copy of this letter despite living adjacent to the site. 
A further concern to a number of residents including myself and the Community Council is the dangerous 
corner at the Grange Road/Stafford road Junction. It is with disbelief in my opinion that this junction has not 
been improved prior to commencement of any works or site traffic accessing the site and also prior to any 
planning permission having been granted, this problem should have been addressed and resolved before any 
planning permission was granted.  
I welcome your comments on the concerns and matters raised and look forward to your replies in due course. 
  
Kindest Regards 
David MacBeath 
DACC. 

 
 
Reply: 
 
Hi David 
  
Thanks for your email. 
  
At the moment, an agreed Construction Traffic Management Plan has yet to be finalised between us and the 
developer – they have provided a draft which our Transport Planning team have provided some additional 
comments on to help mitigate any impact issues therefore I’ve copied my colleagues into this email so they are 



aware of these specific concerns. In terms of what has already been provided, none of the plans indicate use 
of Elizabeth Court or Morrison Court for construction access. The discharge of conditions process takes place 
between the Council and the applicant, there is no requirement for community consultation set out in planning 
legislation. 
  
In terms of the Grange Road/Stafford Road junction- Transport Planning requested that the improvement 
works were implemented prior to occupation of the new development rather than prior to works commencing. 
This is because we can only apply conditions which offset the impacts of that particular development (i.e. an 
increase in traffic due to increased residents) hence the timescale for these works. 
  
Kind regards 
Gillian 
 



Hi Lou & All 
Could you add Dog Poo issue to Decs Agenda. I was speaking to Norman Ross from Dornoch 
Academy and he is disgusted at the amount of Dog Poo on the Schools Playing field. This is a 
major issue as it raises a public health concern in a very sensitive area such as the schools 
playing fields, or in any area for that matter. The poo carries a disease called Toxocariasis and it 
can cause serious illness and blindness. It is caused by a parasite and is also better known as 
Roundworm. The parasite lives in a dogs digestive system, and dogs act as hosts for the 
parasite. 
This disease is also extremely dangerous for young children and hence my concern with this 
subject matter, my daughter attends Dornoch Academy. 
It amounts to Anti Social Behavior by the dog owner and I think we should address this issue in 
the most robust manner and possibly get some emergency signage put in place as a temporary 
measure until more permanent signs can be erected, we could ask THC to erect signs but we all 
know how long that would take, we would probably need to get a feasibility study and costings 
exercise done before any decisions could be taken. 
I take Piper, (my doggie) down the Airfield and beyond most days and I am absolutely disgusted 
by the amount of dog feces there is lying all over the place including the Airfield itself. I always 
take at least 2-3 dog poo bags with me while out walking with her. Locals blaming tourists for 
this behavior doesn't wash with me as I've seen regular Dog Walkers just ignoring their dogs 
while they are doing their business and the owners just walking ahead and/or just ignoring their 
dogs. During lock-down this was quite obvious as there was a fair amount of dog poo all around 
with none or very few tourists in Dornoch.  
Irresponsible dog owners are very much on the increase, particularly since Covid Lock-down, it 
was once recognised that it was a smaller minority of dog owners that behaved in this way but I 
would now go as far as to say it's the majority in these modern times that is causing the 
problems. 
Here's hoping we can help out Norman and get something done down at the Airfield area also. 
  
Regards 
Davie. 



 

 
Dornoch & District Community Council (DACC) Meeting 16th.December 2020 
 
Suggestion for new format for Police Report 
 

The problems with the present format of the Police Report is that there are no 
comparatives and no context, so it is difficult to come to any conclusion as to 
whether crime is getting better or worse, let alone whether current Police action is 
successful or otherwise and whether there is anything that DACC can do to help. 

I therefore suggest a table like the following, probably not every month but every 
quarter, with a fuller discussion once or twice a year with the Police on  

• Specific actions being taken by Police 

• What can DACC do to help?  

• Any community action seen in other towns or areas that have reduced particular 
crimes? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Proforma Suggested Police Report for Dornoch Area (IV25)

Statistics: Made up

Period Q4 December 2020

Seriously worsening

Needs monitoring

Improving

Current Year Previous 

Crime Crimes Period to Date Year

level included Q4 2020 2020 2019

1 Murder 1 1 0

2 Violence 3 7 6

3 Burglary etc 2 6 4

4 Racism, sexism 5 13 0

5 Minor crimes 3 15 20

Total 14 42 30

Summary The overall level of crime seems to have increased 

This is mainly due to one sector: racism and sexism.B21

Particular comments

The murder this quarter was heart rending but we 

believe and hope it is a one-off event.



 

The table incorporates:  

1. A simple colour coding for worsening, improving, steady state. By formatting it 
this way we can see progression good or bad and understand and over time 
build up a data 

  
2. An analysis of the Seriousness of crimes into say 5 strata 1,2,3,4,5 with suitable 

definitions such as:  
i. 1 murder,  
ii. 2 violent crimes,  
iii. 3 property crimes, etc.  

(I presume the Police already stratify crimes into something like these definitions 
so they would just use their own definitions.) 

3. Frequency of different crime types with comparatives to prior periods: 
i. Current (i.e. most recent) quarter period (I suggest a quarterly 

report is sufficient and that every month is too much work),  
ii. Calendar Year to date  
iii. Previous year.  

This will enable us to identify trends enabling us to ask sensible questions and 
possibly see how we can help. 

4. A free-format report summarizing conclusions and/or illustrating particular 
points. 



Two short pieces of correspondence looking for updates. Both have received a 

response from me and have already been brought to the attention of DACC and 

the Highland Council 

 

Request speed restrictions signs 20mph at entrance to Mackay road as your turn into 
deans park from Sutherland road? Similar such signs are in situ at entrance to Allan 
Gardens at Springfield estate. 

 
Lou, 
 
Wondered if there had been any discussion re the 20 mph signs for our estate? 
 
I know all the personnel changes on the council may have impacted but believe with increased 
site traffic now as well as residents it needs to slow down before we have an unfortunate 
accident. 
 
Best regards 
 
Ian 
 

 

A949 Evelix Road - Blind summit - Risks to cyclists 
Good evening Ms Rollason, 
 
Thank you for your email of 6 September 2020. 
 
I have been looking at the Council's minutes to see how matters have been developing. I didn't 
notice anything recorded for your meeting of 16 September but I did see a very brief mention at 
Item 16  in the October minutes. 
 
Could you please expand upon what is in the minutes so that I can understand what has 
happened? 
 
Did the Roads Authority clarify whether they accept that there is a genuine blind summit at this 
location or do they think it is merely an optical illusion? 
 
In September 2019 I was pleased to learn that the Council had taken this problem 'on board'. Is 
this something you will pursue or do you consider the matter closed? 
 
Kind regards, 
Patrick Whelton 
 


