
MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  
DORNOCH AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL (DACC) 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER, 7 PM  
VIA ONLINE CONFERENCE CALL 
 

PRESENT 
Patrick Murray – Chair – PM  
Jerry Bishop – Treasurer - JB 
Jimmy Melville – JM 
Dave MacBeth – DM 
Genevieve Duhigg – GD 
Lucy Dixon – LD 
Vonnie Macrae – VM 
Lesley Strang – LS 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Jim McGillivray – Cllr – JMc 
Lou Rollason – Minutes – LR 
Caroline McMorran – Northern Times 
David Williamson – Masonic Lodge 

 
 

 

N/B: PLEASE USE THE LINKS IN THE HEADINGS (WHERE APPLICABLE) TO ACCESS CORRESPONDING DOCUMENTATION  

   

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Graeme Ross. 

 

   

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
PM declared his interest in the Springfield property development as they 
have made an offer on that part of his land which has planning permission 
for new houses. 
JB declared an interest in Agenda point 5A (6C in these minutes) as the 
Chair of Historylinks, as did DM as an employee of John McMurray’s 
daughter who runs the adjacent business. 
DM also declared an interest in the masonic lodge 

 

   

3.  ADOPTION & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
(20/10/21) – LINK HERE 
The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by GD as an accurate 
account of the meeting and seconded by LS.  

 

   

4.  MATTERS ARISING (NOT OTHERWISE COVERED IN AGENDA – 
NUMBERS RELATE TO THE LAST MEETING POINT) 

 

   

a.  The Chair stated he had hoped that this meeting would be in person; 
however, technology to permit both physical and Zoom access was not 
available,  but he hoped  next month’s meeting would be held in the 
Dornoch Hub if such technology is available – JB had ordered 
conferencing equipment on behalf of the Hub. 
 

 

   

5.  GUEST SPEAKER –DAVID WILLIAMS (DW) – MASONIC HALL 
DW wished to apply for funding from the Community Council for the repair 
of the Masonic Bridge. The estimates were set at £1440 – £1731.12 (inc. 
VAT) and would like the DACC to share  the cost with them.  
 

 

https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/dacc-minutes-20th-october-2021.pdf


PM questioned why DACC should help – as if DACC helped with this 
bridge, what would stop other private building/companies/individuals from 
asking for help regarding any other privately owned building/bridge.  
 
LS continued the questioning regarding the ownership of the Masonic Hall, 
to which DW stated that the Grand Masonic Lodge owns it, but each lodge 
must raise its own funding.  
 
JM added that 25 years ago, people used it as a thoroughfare; however 
that is not the case anymore. DW stated that although it is not used as a 
thoroughfare anymore, plenty of people use it to look at the building, the 
garden area, and the bridge in general.  
 
LD noted that the Masonic Lodge takes hall rental fees from other groups 
who may not have the ability to rent any other area and questioned that if 
the Masonic Hall were not usable/accessible, would these businesses be 
able to operate elsewhere?  
 
DM added that whilst having his business there, he noted the number of 
people who use the bridge to view the ducks and roses. DW then 
continued that the Pipe Band also used the area for tuition and added that 
both estimates had been based on increased materials. PM stated that it 
was worth DW putting in an application, and if he needed help with this, a 
member of DACC would be available to help. JB added that the form was 
on the website. LR then forwarded the form directly. 
 

 ITEMS FOR DECISION  

6.    

 PLANNING & LICENSING APPLICATIONS   

a.  21/04836/PIP - LAND 65M NE OF CORNER COTTAGE EVELIX 
DORNOCH – LINK HERE 
 
DACC commented that it is only a pre-planning application and has already 
had several objections.  

NO COMMENT 

 

b.    

c.  21/04350/FUL - ERECTION OF 2 RETAIL UNITS, UNIT 1A DORNOCH 
RETAIL PARK – LINK HERE  
 
JB & DM were placed in the waiting room whilst discussions took place.  
 
GD commented that it was important to keep people and businesses in the 
community and stated that it wasn’t helpful to note, “we don’t find this 
acceptable” without offering a compromise of what could be deemed 
acceptable to all parties. GD added further that the unit next to Coco Salon 
has been empty for some time.  
LS to speak to John first (& CC GD in) then discuss with Historylinks to find 
a possible compromise.  
JB & DB were brought back into the meeting.  

 

MEETING TO BE ARRANGED 

 

LS & GD 

d.  SPRINGFIELD DEVELOPMENT – LINK HERE 
 
PM exited to the waiting room and JB chaired in his absence.  
JB commented that using PM’s land for access would reduce traffic at the 
Trentham corner. VM questioned why they were using the Trentham 
junction; JB replied that all traffic would use the new road (potentially on 
PM’s land) instead of going through the town. This route would go past the 

JB 

https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R0T9E6IHGBB00
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2Fwam%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FkeyVal%3DQYAO9SIHIZB00%26activeTab%3Dsummary&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbb8ed45fdf834a98925208d98f225983%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637698199950191809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=b6ZjZI8tXJZFtFXyf%2BSIn%2FOL3nEnOZ4uYY8%2B8HHSA3c%3D&reserved=0


school, up Poles Road and to the site, or down through Poles Road using 
the Trentham junction, rather than using Castle Street. 
 
DACC members continued to point out the dangers of the Trentham 
junction due to fast-moving traffic and the blind corner.  
 
GD added that she would like to see the Highland Council (HC) & roads 
department be involved in the discussion – and noted that there had been 
no response to the letter regarding Phases 4 & 5 – and that HC & the 
roads department are those with authority. GD continued that whilst 
Springfield & DACC may agree on a solution, HC could decide something 
differently.  
 
VM enquired about the number of trucks using the road, and DM stated 
that it would be a constant traffic flow throughout the development. LS 
added that the traffic might change from the opposite direction later in the 
build and backed GD’s point by saying that DACC is not the authoritative 
body.  
 
VM then brought up the fact that the main Dornoch junction (near Evelix) is 
rather dangerous as well, and perhaps it would be possible to limit the 
number of lorries and their times.  
 
JB added that although DACC is consulted on the planning proposals, 
DACC can only make comments, not have authority. He continued to 
question if there was agreement that the problem was the traffic at the 
Trentham junction; this was agreed.  
 
JB concluded that DACC would expect traffic from the South  to go through 
the main intersection and traffic from the North  to use the Trentham 
junction.  
 
GD added that it would be worth questioning the quantity andthe timing 
(considering peak times, school let outs).  
 

IN PROGRESS 

7.  ESRA REQUEST FOR FUNDING - LINK HERE  

 
PM stated that an official application had not been received, so it could not 
be decided at this meeting.  
 

PM TO DISCUSS WITH ESRA 

PM 

8.  BEACH WHEELCHAIRS APPLICATION 
 
The application requested sensory play equipment at the beach – PM 
stated how well received this equipment had been in other areas.  
PM then noted that Phil Tomalin (PT) had accelerated the whole process 
by taking the liberty to accept it as he expected that would be the way 
DACC would vote. PM was inclined to agree.  

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

PM 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

   

9.  FINANCE UPDATE (JB) – LINK HERE 
 
JB stated nothing was startling but drew the attention to the beach toilets - 
£1656 in donations – but the expenditure was almost double due to 
cleaning, repairs and cleaning materials.  
 

 

https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/request-for-funds-esra.pdf
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/community-council-accounts-at-11-november-2021.pdf


The money is now in place to level the hump in the overflow carpark. JB 
noted the discussion about the grass seed at the last meeting and stated 
that only a tiny portion of the area was to be re-seeded. Next month, JB will 
put together the application for Phase 4 (more bollards at the beach area. 
Christmas trees & regular expenses etc.).  
 
JB concluded that the Common Good Fund account is healthy, and money 
is available for next year.  
 

10.  PROJECT PROGRESS REPORTS & UPDATES  

a.  DACC MAINTENANCE PROJECTS (JB) – LINK TO WEBPAGE & PDF 
 
JB discussed above but added that the sewage for the toilets has to be 
done but that this is not time sensitive. JB reiterated that if anyone had any 
ideas of small, attainable projects to add to the list, to let him know.  
 
GD questioned the playparks at Bishopfield, and JMc informed her that it 
was being taken care of by HC. The money is in place, and the care and 
maintenance of playparks is a priority. There was £100,000 in total, and 
£80,000 of this was going to the care and maintenance of playparks 
(Camore included). JB cautioned against adding projects under the remit of 
HC to DACC projects & PM agreed.  
 
PM then brought up the Dornoch Burn, and if there is anything DACC could 
do regarding wall maintenance etc., JB advised against this and stated this 
should be brought to the attention of PT.  
 

IN PROGRESS 

PM 

b.  HIGHLAND COUNCIL PROJECTS (JMC) – LINK HERE 
 
JMc was bitterly disappointed regarding the toilets but is still pushing the 
matter. JMc also met with the Roads Manager and stated it was just a 
matter of time and patience as the list gets longer each time. Other minor 
works stay as they are until resources and staff can be allocated.  
 
JB questioned about the cemetery extension, and JMc stated it lies with 
the PDU (Project Development Unit), who is holding the process up as they 
have to do testing before proceeding. JMc continued that complaints have 
been made to the Chief Executive on several matters, including the 
cemetery extension.  
 
PM brought up the public toilets and that there is no longer a start or 
completion date. PM had taken the liberty of emailing PT & the other Ward 
Managers with a comparison with the renovations of the Caravans Public 
toilets. For example, the Dornoch Caravan Park project was finished at the 
same time that DACC was still trying to get quotes from the Highland 
Council, even though both projects started at  the same time.  
 
PM asked for comments, and JMc reiterated that PM’s remarks of how 
“[the HC was] not fit for purpose” summed it up. DM recommended going 
to press regarding this; PM pointed out that CM was present. 
 
JB added that £30,000 was initially set aside before it was amended to 
£39,000 – plus an additional £5,000 for contingency. DACC was then 
informed that the contract had been let at over £44,000. JB continued that 
he worried that DACC could be implicated in approving expenditure above 
the initially agreed cost. JB wanted to state that he wanted to see more 
accountability and transparency on this contract.  
PM had made a  Freedom of Information request to find the contractor as 
the HC was withholding this information. 

PM 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Yoemoj8R4SlmEX9jot6M55Gl6p3bkCI9V8dU-_lbxUo/edit#gid=492898035
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/dacc-maintenance-projects-update-nov-21.pdf
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/outstanding-requests-to-hc-and-other-authorities-at-12-oct-2021.pdf


 

IN PROGRESS 

c.  DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (PM) – LINK HERE 
  
The Royal Dornoch Golf Club (RDGC) contract – PM was concerned that 
DACC had not yet seen a contract and had been told that HC would not 
issue a draft to anyone other than the lawyers dealing with the case. so PM 
has made a Freedom of Information request to see the document as he is 
concerned that there may be an error – since two have already been made 
in previous drafts.  
 
The Airfield Shed – PM stated that DM had put in his offer, and William 
Crombie is to put out a new request for tenders and there is a reasonable 
chance that DM’s offer will be accepted. JMc agreed. 
 

IN PROGRESS 

 

d.  LOCAL PLACE PLAN (GD) – LATEST LINK HERE & OCTOBER 
PRESENTATION 
 
GD had a beneficial meeting with Scott Delgarno of the HC, and this ended 
up with a meeting with HIE, Joan Bishop (Dornoch Area Community 
Interest Company) and PT.  
 
GD wished to state how excellent the Ward Manager (PT), HC and HIE 
were in this matter and will have more to update with at the next meeting. 
  

IN PROGRESS 

GD 

e.  TREES (LD) 
 
LD has left messages with Paul Sharp, who was extremely helpful with 
advice about the trees and their placement. LD also had correspondence 
from Kathryn Roper (Dornoch Academy), who was looking at planting 200 
trees per year; although they have sourced the trees, they have no area to 
do so. Kathryn Roper also spoke to JMc, who stated that before Covid, 
they had agreed a location near fourpenny, and he continued that this 
would be an excellent opportunity to continue the replanting process. 
DACC concurred that this was positive.  
 
LD will continue to progress this & GD offered her assistance. PM 
suggested the area between Littletown and the Beach - half belonging to 
RDGC and the other half belonging to the Common Good - could also be a 
potential area, although potentially sandy. 
 

IN PROGRESS 

LD 

f.  PROBLEMS WITH BISHOPFIELD SITE 
 
PM stated that he was told that a new SSE substation would be put in in 
December.  
 
 

PM 

11.  PROPOSAL RE SEAGULLS (LS) 
 
LS had a good meeting with North East Pest Management, who sent over 
two proposals that she will send to LR to distribute. One looks at residential 
areas, and the other looks at the more public spaces (Dornoch Hotel, 
Cathedral etc.). The involvement of DACC would stop for residential areas 
but continue for the public areas.  

IN PROGRESS 

LS 

12.  EVENTS IN DORNOCH  

https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/dacc-development-projects-10th-november-2021.pdf
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/dornoch-lpp-outline-of-stages-areas-of-work-and-timescales.pdf
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/final-draft-dacc-lpp-presentation-pdf-form.pdf
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/final-draft-dacc-lpp-presentation-pdf-form.pdf


Three events in Dornoch have caused public upset: Fireworks Night going 
ahead but the Remembrance Day Parade and Hogmanay Street Party not.  
 
PM wished to clarify that DACC have no authority over the events, and 
they are not DACC events. PM then summarised: 
 
Fireworks Night – organised by Dornoch & District Community Association 
(DADCA) went ahead because it had adequate space for social distancing, 
it was in the early evening, and there was no likelihood of drinking, thus, 
making it more Covid secure. 
 
The Remembrance Ceremony Parade was organised by the Lord-
Lieutenant, who was advised that Castle Street would need to be closed, 
and as the police could not do this due to COP26, the event in its usual 
format could not occur. 
 
The Hogmanay Street Party is unlikely to go ahead because it takes place 
at midnight; it involves alcohol and close contact, which is likely to increase 
the chance of Covid. 
 
LS summarised that it isn’t about the personal opinions of DACC and if 
they believed the events should go ahead; it is about the fact that the 
public may not understand the differences between all the organisations 
that run them and that DACC is not a regulator of any of them. LS 
continued that it is perhaps not the place of DACC to explain the 
differences of the events or bodies – although it could be something to 
keep in mind. DM reiterated his disappointment that the parade did not 
happen. JB added that roughly 100 people attended the event and 
commented that it was frustrating to see cars driving by but added that the 
event was done to the best of the organisers’ ability, given that a road 
closure was not possible this year. 
 

13.  REPLACEMENT FOR LOU ROLLASON AS MINUTES SECRETARY 
Not discussed 

 

14.  CORRESPONDENCE  

a.  
 

FILES FROM ONLINE CORRESPONDENCE – LINK HERE 
N/A 

 

b.  CARAVAN SITE AND PROPOSED TO CHANGE TO 21ST JULY 
PROPOSAL - LINK HERE 
 
PM asked for approval of this and outlined the changes between the 
proposals. GD asked if Darren & Lynne were happy with this; PM stated 
they were unhappy with the suggestions and did not wish to discuss it 
unless it was through their lawyer.   
 
LD questioned when the public consultation would take place and what 
format it would take place – JMC stated it would be after the planning 
application, which would have to be submitted after Monday’s Sutherland 
County meeting. LD continued that she was concerned that it would come 
through when the Caravan Park was closed – this would not be the case. 
 
It was reiterated by several members that there is a requirement for a 
visitor management plan (first raised a year ago) and that there was a 
significant issue with motorhomes over this past summer. DACC members 
agreed with this. 

 

   

15.  AOCB 
PM wished to thank the members for their help with the Christmas lights & 
PM has obtained a 19ft Christmas tree from Glenmorangie, and Mr George 
Gunn will pick this up.  

 
 

https://onedrive.live.com/?id=9A265C24A8848435%211530&cid=9A265C24A8848435
https://www.dornochareacommunitycouncil.com/documents/meetings/2021/november-17th/dacc-amended-proposal-to-address-car-and-motorhoma-parking.pdf


DM wished to make it known that the cutting down of live trees should be 
something that should be stopped moving forward due to the impact on the 
environment. 
 
JMc wished to comment that the council are looking for candidates for the 
election in May 2022. 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT: 20:54. 

WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO DISCUSS, THE CHAIR THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING 
AND CLOSED THE MEETING AT THE ABOVE TIME. 

THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS STATED BELOW. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 15TH DECEMBER 2021, AT 7 PM 

LOCATION: POTENTIALLY HYBRID – MIX OF ZOOM AND IN PERSON 

 


