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Request for Letter of Support for Grant Fund Applications 

 

Whilst Dornoch is a growing town it is seriously lacking in the indoor community space department.  Our existing 

Dornoch Social Club does well to accommodate many such demands; however it is an old building and has limited 

upgrading over the years.  As you well know, plans for a new Social Club based on lottery funding were declined 4 

years ago, although the new Dornoch Hub is most welcome addition. 

 

To try and help fill this growing need, Dornoch Free Church began a complete overhaul of the church building in 

Church Street, seeking to convert the building in to 2 floors providing flexible and multi-purpose capability.  The 

ground floor was completed in late 2014 and has proved very popular with the local community.  In Pre-Covid times 

the building was frequently used on a daily basis by the youngest to the oldest - a Mothers and Toddlers Group, 

Children’s Parties, 2 Youth Clubs, a safe place for Highland Council social workers with estranged young families, 

addiction counselling, a Dementia Group, afternoon teas for older folk and a successful Anthony Nolan clinic give a 

flavour of what has gone on.  As you will recall, last year we galvanised the local churches to come together in 

support of the Community Council when faced with the challenge of Covid-19, designing and producing post cards 

for every house in the IV25 postcode and provided the church building for the roll out of the successful Covid-19 

Street Buddy scheme in March. 

 

The demand for quality community space is clearly there and having re-roofed the building in 2017 we are now 

seeking to develop the first floor in to a flexible auditorium space with the latest audio visual capability, able to 

accommodate up to 266 people.  This would provide the community with a modern and comfortable venue able to 

deliver films, concerts, plays, lectures, conferences etc.  There would also be the ability to stage art exhibitions.  The 

space is flexible and an alternate layout could be a meeting room and a smaller auditorium for up to 200 people.  

The strategy is to make the space available for the good of the local community on a non-profit making basis which 

will make this an attractive proposition. 

 

Two of the Trustees have proven renovation experience and have delivered the 2 previous phases within budget and 

on time.  We have Planning approval and Listed Building Consent in place for this final stage of our project. 

 

We have raised over 50% of the funds needed for this final phase of the project and at this stage we are seeking 

letters of support for grant funding applications, including one that I need to submit by the end of this month.  We 

would be most grateful if you could lend your support in this way.  I have taken the liberty of drafting a letter of 

support, but please feel free to amend it as you see fit. 

 

This project in the heart of Dornoch and will make a significant and long lasting improvement to the local 

infrastructure. 

 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you require any further information. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mark Robinson 

Trustee/Treasurer   


