
 

Dornoch & District Community Council (DACC) Meeting 17th.March 2021 
Updates on matters outstanding from previous meetings as at 8/3/2021 

Action points in blue bold. 
Progress since last update in green italics 

1. Covid19 

DACC’s role in this has for the moment mercifully come to an end at least for the 
moment. As per last month’s report from The Dornoch Firth Group’s Charles 
Minall. 

 
2. Dornoch Skip 

PM and JMc will meet HC’s Alan McKinnie (AM) on Friday 19 March.  
Next steps (agreed at last meeting) 

o HC representative to visit abattoir site to see if appropriate for a 
recycling location.  
No progress as far as we know. 

 
3. Bishopfield Housing Development  

Legal formalities for transfer for the 10 plots to Dornoch & District Community 
Association still progressing. Draft Heads of Terms received from Highland Council. 

 
4. Planning Seminar for comprehensive plan for Beach and Town 

 
We are breaking this into 3 parts: 

i) Visitor Management Plan  
This in turn is broken down into: 

a. Beach as per meeting held at beach - link. 
b. Town. Highlands and Island Enterprise are working with us to facilitate this 

part of the plan and are using a company called SDS Scotland 
(https://www.sksscotland.co.uk/) 

   to help with this. 
SKS Scotland have completed the initial planning document outlining the 
options. Link.   

 
ii) Coordination of projects seeking grant financing within the town. 

 
It has been suggested that DACC should hold one or more zoom conference calls 
with all bodies managing buildings that serve or may serve the wider community of 
Dornoch i.e. DADCA, DACIC, Cathedral, Free Church, Clashmore Hall, Embo 
Trust, North Highland College, with the aim of identifying 
overlaps/interests/refurbishment plans.  
First meeting held on Monday 1st.March. The following was agreed. 
 

1. Specific concerns for individual buildings: 
a. Embo Trust: how continue to support shop 
b. NHC: how integrate more with Dornoch Community and how use new 

extension to that effect. 
c. Carnegie Hall: how fund lost income from weddings etc. 
d. West Church Hall:  

i. How cope with multiple users post lockdown if social distancing and 
strict cleaning rules apply. 

https://www.sksscotland.co.uk/


 

ii. currently made available to both Foodbank and vaccine roll out but 
neither produces any income/grants to cover the building costs   

e. DACIC: how to exploit potential synergies for events such as Festival Week.  
f. Free Church: can we pool knowledge of funding opportunities? 

 
2. There was broad interest in pooling knowledge of funding opportunities: 

a. Short-term: for funds to compensate for lost income due to Covid.  
b. Post-covid: for general funding needs.  
c. Interest in sharing fund applications after the event to save reinventing the 

wheel.  
d. Possible interest in coordinating and sharing information about applications 

before the event but this was not agreed at this meeting. 
e. Jim McGillivray should be invited to next meeting because of his knowledge 

of funding available. 
 

3. Everyone was enthusiastic about pooling resources to celebrate 800 years of 
Dornoch Cathedral in 2024 
 

4. PM will call another meeting when post-lockdown rules are announced or become 
likely.  

 

iii) Update the Dornoch Economic Masterplan. 
Both the above would feed into an update of the Dornoch Economic Masterplan. 

 
5. Old Sutherland Show Shed 

Now that the Show has a new warehouse, does it need the old shed and can it 
remove the ugly containers? DM has spoken to Alan Munro who will hopefully 
vacate the building by 31 March 2021.  
 
Who actually owns the old shed and is there a lease for it? 
Highland Council’s Chris Holmes has no copy of any lease so on the face of it the 
Show has no right to continue to occupy the building. Discussions continue with 
Alan Munro who has agreed to vacate the building when the next Show is set 
up…but this is now not till July 2022. 
 

6. Litter 

• Organise volunteers throughout the town for a clean-up: This must wait till after 
Covid19. 

• More no litter Signs etc.: incorporate in the above Dornoch Economic 
Masterplan. Included in the above-mentioned planning document. 

 
7. Dornoch Square Toilet refurbishment 

Only 1 quote received so far: for £39-44,000 and this quote was not exactly against 
the correct specification. Sub-committee approved this, subject to a review of other 
quotes, and subject to amendments to this quote to bring it into line with the 
specification. A structural survey has been conducted with no problem and we are 
now just awaiting further quotes before accepting one of them. 

 


