
DORNOCH COMMUNITY AWARD – PROPOSAL FOR DACC MEETING MARCH 2021 
 

Background 
The Dornoch Community Award was inaugurated in 2020 by DACC, based on an idea from Yvonne Ross (outgoing 
Chair). The first recipient was Michael Banks for his long voluntary service managing the Christmas Tree lights. The 
award was funded by donation and handed over at a small ceremony (owing to Covid rules) in September 2020. It 
has previously been agreed that the award become a regular feature to be presented at the DACC AGM in June. 
 

Criteria for Award qualification 
There has been no specific agreement reached regarding the precise criteria for the recipient, although long service 
to the community has been a continued theme. It needs to be decided whether the award is reserved solely for 
voluntary service, solely for residents in IV25 (or similar). 
 

Proposal 1: To qualify for the Award the recipient must, (a) be normally resident in the DACC area, (b) 
have been volunteering in the Dornoch area, and (c) for at least 5 years. 

 

Nominations 
There has never been an agreement as to how nominations for the award are invited. Options could include: 
 

1. Nominations invited from Individuals (including DACC members) 
2. Nominations invited from Community Groups 
3. Nominations invited from both Individuals & Community Groups 

 

Proposal 2: Nominations for the Award in 2021 be invited from as many local Community groups as 
possible (see provisional list below) via an email to be sent out to a known contact. Nominations also be 
invited from individuals via posts on the DACC website & Facebook pages (Option 3 above).  

 

Draft list of Community groups to be contacted 

Allsorts Afterschool Club DACIC DADCA 

Dornoch Beach Wheelchairs Dornoch Brownies Dornoch Cathedral 

Dornoch Episcopal Church Dornoch Free Church Dornoch Firth Group 

Dornoch Highland Gathering Dornoch Pipe Band ESRA 

Embo Trust Historylinks Museum Royal Dornoch Golf Club 

Sutherland County Show Clashmore Hall North Highland College 

 

Decision making Process 
Depending on the number of nominations, the final vote to decide the winner may involve a two-stage process: 
 

1. Award recipient decided by vote by DACC members 
2. Shortlist and Award recipient decided by vote by DACC members 
3. Shortlist decided by vote by DACC members, Award recipient decided by public vote 
4. Shortlist and Award recipient decided by public vote 
5. Award recipient decided by public vote (with no shortlist) 

 
A public vote could be difficult and costly to arrange (e.g. a mailshot with response envelopes for all residents will be 
very costly). Postboxes in local shops could be used, but then fair distribution of voting forms could be logistically 
challenging and someone would have to coordinate printing of forms, collection and counting. Some form of online 
voting system could be considered (e.g. SurveyMonkey) but as well as this having a cost attached, stopping people 
from voting multiple times and/or preventing people from out of the area from voting would be difficult to manage. 
Also, in isolation, an online vote would be adversely discriminating against people with no Internet access. 
 

Proposal 3: In light of the potential logistical issues and ongoing uncertainty surrounding Covid 
regulations, the quickest, simplest and least expensive option is for DACC members to decide on the 
recipient for 2021 by simple vote – either without a shortlist (option 1 above) or with (option 2). 

  



Proposed Timeline for 2021 Award 
Working back from an award presentation at our AGM in June, subject to the outcome of Proposal 3, the following 
timelines may need to be met: 

 
After March (or April) meeting  Call for nominations  
April Meeting (may not be needed)  Shortlist to be agreed by DACC members  
May Meeting Decision to be made (leaving time for award to be purchased and engraved) 
June Meeting (AGM) Presentation of Award 
 

However, if it is decided to hold a public vote, then consideration needs to be given to the time and resources 

required for the printing and distribution of voting forms, collation of responses and counting of ballots and/or 

creation of an online voting system, etc.. 


