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Dear All,

I just read with great interest the news that the idea of a crossing at Little Ferry is garnering
considerable attention and enthusiasm.

As a Dornoch resident and as a regular cycler, I myself have often wished there was a way
to cross over at this point.

However, may I get in early, and suggest that as well as a bridge, we may consider an
alternative. Something interactive, idiosyncratic, and eye-catching. I’m thinking of a small
cable ferry big enough for a couple of bicycles.

Not only would a small cable ferry be easier to implement, it would also lend reinforcement
to the name of the crossing Little Ferry, which at the moment doesn't have a ferry.

Cable ferries are safe and can be operated by the user (image of a Norwegian cable ferry
attached below). An engine is not necessarily required, instead a system of hand-powered
cogs and pedals on the craft itself allow the traveller to move themselves and the ferry from
one shore to the other along the cable line.

As with anything, the pros and cons of a cable ferry would need to be looked at, just as one
would if thinking of planning a bridge. Nevertheless, I think the cable ferry has a lot going for
it. Travellers would love it, as would residents. The cost is likely to be less than a bridge. The
environmental impact would also be considerably less than a bridge which will require a lot
of concrete (co2). The “instagram” effect would also be considerable, putting the area on the
map as a fun and progressive place to visit.

Another option would be to invest the money in a paid position for ferry staff who could
shuttle people back and forth in a conventional boat. This is done in several locations in
Scotland, for instance between Mull and the small island of Ulva. An additional permanent
job in the area goes a long way.

Best wishes,

Rob Zywietz
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