
 
Dornoch & District Community Council (DACC) Meeting 20th.October 
2021 
 
DRAFT reply to letter from Jayne and Andy Marshall 
 
I attach letter from Jayne and Andy Marshall, including a letter from them to Stuart 
Morrison of Springfield. 
 
I believe DACC should reply to this letter, and I have drafted a reply for consideration 
and amendments. 
 
Quote 
Dear Mr and Mrs Marshall 
 
Thank you for copying us on your letter to Stuart Morrison about the Springfield 
development. 
 
We shall let Stuart Morrison, and Springfield, make their own reply, but in the 
meantime, we hope you agree that it is incumbent upon us at the Dornoch Area 
Community Council (DACC) to give our own views on some of the points you raise 
and also some context around the development and the planning process.  
 
In the planning process Community Councils have a statutory right to be consulted on 
applications for planning permission and the community council has a special role, 
representing a broader yet still local view which can be set alongside the comments of 
those with a more individual interest. 
 
Authorities are obliged by law to decide planning applications in accordance with the 
development plan for the area (that is, where applicable, the approved strategic 
development plan and the adopted local development plan or local plan, taken 
together) unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  The community council's 
key task is helping to provide an informed local context within which appropriate 
decisions can be made in the public interest. 
 
You can find more details about the Highland Wide Local Development Plan here.  
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/local_and_statutory_development_plans/199/h
ighland-wide_local_development_plan and you can see the areas that were agreed for 
housing development some time ago.  
 
The Community Council did try to publicise Springfield’s public consultations, albeit 
they had to be online, and recently invited Stuart Morrison to attend the Community 
Council’s public meeting in order to question the recently updated Masterplan and 
specifically phase 3 and 4 of the development.  
 
Phase 2 is well underway, as you note the building works are well progressed and are 
selling rapidly as each section comes to market. Each set of works always requires 
specific permission from the Highland Council for works access, traffic management 
and noise. If you have any specific issues we are always happy to raise these or they 
can be made directly to the Highland Council.   



 
You raise some very good points about the town and infrastructure which we hope we 
have considered on behalf of the community and attempt to cover below. 
 
Houses for local people: 25% of the houses in this development are required to be 
‘affordable' and to date have been, and will be, passed to a combination of housing 
associations and The Highland Council to be made available through their processes 
for rent.   
 
DACC is also working on some low-cost building plots, with priority for local people, 
and we hope to conclude this in the next 12 months working with DADCA and the 
Communities Housing Trust.  
 
We fully recognise that access to affordable housing remains an issue in Dornoch, and 
indeed the Highlands. We will keep this firmly on our agenda.  
 
House prices and sales: We aren’t in a position to comment on individual properties 
and their value but the current market for housing in Dornoch is strong and people are 
buying the adjacent houses in the new developments and indeed in previous 
developments, including the Munro development which is now complete.   

The information on RightMove this week showed that Dornoch had an overall average 
price of £214,467 over the last year and sold prices in Dornoch over the last year were 
similar to the previous year, still unfortunately 29% down on the 2004 peak of 
£300,382. 

It could be argued that current sales and value do support the area development plan 
to try to expand Dornoch’s population by supporting the further building of houses. 
Certainly the increasing population has enabled a critical level of population to 
support not only the High Street and local businesses but also the retention of 
Dornoch Academy, a school with full secondary school status since the 1990s. 
Unfortunately Dornoch Academy is currently short of pupils as you can see on 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/23346/dornoch_academy.pdf 
so there is still room for growth.  

Infrastructure: We agree that, along with the rest of The Highlands further 
investment in infrastructure is needed. The Roads Dept, Scottish Water and SEPA are 
all consultees, plus Nature Scot for key areas, and it is their job to flag up anything 
specifically required by a new development to ensure it is sustainable. 

However, DACC has specifically raised issues around access, traffic management, 
pedestrian and cycle routes and council services and we will formalize these in our 
final submission.  

We do note that there are two large SUDS basins and a pumping station shown on the 
drainage plans, so normally nothing will go directly into the burn and anything that is 
passed will have undergone strict scrutiny from SEPA. 



In addition, there will be a considerable amount of mandated developer contributions 
coming into the community for additional facilities and we will be working closely 
with The Highland Council, Dornoch Community Interest Group and Dornoch Area 
and District Community Association to ensure this money is wisely invested.  

Doctors: We are surprised about your views on the Dornoch Medical facility; most 
users are impressed by the speed and quality of response provided, although 
obviously the service has been stretched by Covid19. We will take this up with the 
practice.   

Employment & Jobs: We, and DACIC, speak regularly to many local businesses, large 
and small and it  is currently very difficult to fill both full-time and part-time positions 
for retail, hotel and catering and the golf course. We appreciate that this choice of 
career is not for everyone, but we are working closely with employers, the schools 
and UHI to create these opportunities and improve their longevity and career path. It 
is important that do not let these opportunities lapse but to improve the quality of 
these jobs which many employers in the town are striving to do.  

We also hope that many employers’ and employees’ perceptions about the 
practicalities and desirability of home-working is changing and that places like 
Dornoch are excellently placed to take advantage of these trends. HIE has identified 
this as a key opportunity for the Highlands and we are sure this will form a key pasrt 
of their planning in the coming years.  

We hope these replies are helpful if only to explain a slightly different set of views 
from your own. 

Do let us know if we can be of further assistance and do please join us at any future 
DACC meeting where these issues will be discussed as we move through the planning 
process.  

Yours etc. 

Unquote 

 


