
Dear Mr Morrison, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment about the development at Dornoch 

North, I am sat here at our property in Rowan Avenue watching Edward 

Mackay’s workers building what appears to be a quarry and whilst we 

understand fully that it will not look like that in the future it does however 

make our property virtually un-saleable and certainly de-valued until the house 

building is completed. Your presentation does not appear to give any time line 

whatsoever and I feel this is most important to us particularly as with our age, 

we are going to have to down size in the near future. I am aware also that 

Munro’s development is yet to be completed and that has been going on for 

considerable number of years. I certainly see no sense whatsoever in you 

proceeding past phase 3 anytime in the near future if at all. 

I did make the point when planning was initially applied a few years ago for 

that the infrastructure of Dornoch was insufficient to cope with the number of 

houses being mooted. The schools and Doctors just about cope with the 

current population of the town and its surroundings however the stench even 

now from the water plant at times is just horrendous. 

 One of the points made in your presentation is that your development would 

create local jobs and apprenticeships, this just cannot happen as there are no 

employers with permanent, full time jobs available and more houses means 

more jobs required. Each property built would need at least one full time job 

to be available to support it unless the properties are sold to pensioners like 

ourselves or leased to people on benefits who through no fault of their own 

cannot obtain full time work as there is none available locally.  Our youngest 

son for example, after he left Dornoch College worked for a short time in 

Inverness, on days when he started early, there was no bus service available to 

get him to work on time and when he worked late yet again there was no way 

of getting home. Most weeks it cost him as much as he earned just to travel. 

We feel particularly strongly about the employment situation as my father, his 

brother and two sisters who were born at Evelix had to leave the area in the 

late 1940s as there was no work available, my father and his brother moved to 

Birmingham and his sisters to Huntly and Hamilton respectively. 

The council, supposedly, carried out an initial wildlife survey which reported 

there was none, until the latest ground work started there was a small herd of 

about 16 roe deer, and visits from foxes, buzzards, sparrowhawks and even red 

kites flying overhead, the deer herd has now reduced to three and since the 



small animal habitat has been removed to a depth of up to 1200mm by the 

initial ground work none of the prey birds and animals have appeared. 

I also have a concern which regarding the gulley emptying from surface water 

from the roads, I may be wrong, but it appears that this may discharge into the 

Dornoch Burn, would this not include waste from car washing which may cause 

pollution? 

I do feel the council and community council have been very short sighted in 

pushing for and approving the amount of extra housing in a small town with 

little or no fulltime jobs available and the services being stretched surely 

employment should have been the priority. 

Finally can I reiterate that for us, some sort of time line is most important. 

G.A. and G.J. Marshall 

Skerravoe 

Rowan Avenue 

Dornoch 
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