
LOCAL PLACE PLANNING  

UPDATE TO DORNOCH AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL – FOR DISCUSSION  

SEPTEMBER 2021  

At the July DACC meeting it was agreed that a more systematic approach and a longer-term plan for the 

management of the town and its key infrastructure would be helpful. The intent being to both inform and 

support any future community consultation and improve our communication with and guidance to The 

Highland Council.  

It was agreed that I would look for any specialists, consultants or businesses that might support this effort, 

help us understand current or future legislation and what form any next steps might take.  

Having now talked to three companies the most useful has been series of meetings with Gary Johnstone 

the CEO of specialist consultancy based in Inverness https://www.ghjohnston.co.uk 

The summary of these discussions, plus desk research is below. Much of this will be familiar to the Council 

but I certainly found it useful to understand the hierarchy of decision making and to see all the documents 

in one place. 

Planning & History 

• The Planning Scotland Act, passed June 2019, was designed to create a new structure, and 

modernize Scotland’s planning system. A summary can be found here. 

• Secondary legislation is now underway to implement the different elements of this act. 

• A new (4th) National Planning & Development Framework is in flight and due for consultation 

Autumn 2021.  

• Local or Council Development Plans drive local planning strategies and planning offices. They 

should be completed for each region every five years.   

• The last Highland Wide Development Plan was created in 2012. An update was started in 2018 

but paused due to the new legislation above. You can read the plan here.  

• However, a plan for Caithness and Sutherland was created and adopted in 2018 and can be 

found here. Detail on Dornoch starts on page 88. 

• A Delivery plan was created in 2021 and can found here. Delivery of a Conservation Area Appraisal 

and preparation of a Conservation Area Management Plan is included but the timescale runs to 

2027. 

• In addition, a town centre strategy for Caithness and Sutherland was adopted in 2020 and can be 

found here with an action plan here. Much of the work for Dornoch is complete or agreed but 

significantly not the work identified for the Square.  

• There is also a toolkit for town centres in Scotland that can be found here and might be useful as 

we move forward.  

• It is also worth noting the Springfield Masterplan (2021) showing the significant housing 

development and can be found in the latest planning application here. The issues we have 

discussed around pedestrian and cycle routes are unresolved but low cost housing is built into the 

plan.  

Local Place Plans & Next Steps 

• The Highland Council will begin work on its new area wide plan in Spring 2022. 

• The new legislation requires a more formal consultation process with local areas and new 

guidance for Local Place Plans is also due Autumn 2021 (to align with the National Planning & 

Development Framework). 

• In short Local Place Plans are a new type of plan designed to give people an opportunity to 

develop proposals for the development and use of land in the place where they live. It is intended 

that Local Place Plans will stimulate and encourage debate about the future of a place, enabling 

communities to focus on their aspirations as well as their needs.  

• Local Councils must engage in their creation and adoption and take them into account when 

developing Area Plans.  

• A draft guide for creating place plans can be found here. But this will be updated later in 2021.  

https://www.ghjohnston.co.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/transforming-planning-practice-post-bill-work-programme/
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/local_and_statutory_development_plans/199/highland-wide_local_development_plan
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/19712/casplan_adopted
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22430/casplan_delivery_programme_2020_excel
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/1225069/caithness_and_sutherland_town_centre_strategy
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22915/caithness_and_sutherland_town_centre_strategy_-_action_programme_sept_2020
https://towntoolkit.scot/buildings/intro
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QYAO9SIHIZB00
https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Local-Place-Plans-Guide-PAS-Approach.pdf


• In addition to the planning documents referenced above Dornoch has also created, through 

DACIC, DACC and in partnership with HIE, the Kyle of Sutherland Trust and other stakeholders.  

• An economic masterplan in 2013 that can be found here. 

• A community plan in 2018 that can be found here. 

• A Visitor Management Plan 2021 (previously circulated and on our document hub)   

In the view of the consultants, I have spoken to, all the above means.  

• This is a timely moment for Dornoch to create a Local Place Plan and be ready to engage actively 

and positively with The Highland Council. In fact, Dornoch could, and should, be a leader. 

• The work done by DACIC, DADCA, DACC and the HIE Focus Group means Dornoch is well ahead of 

many other towns, has good data, has engaged with community stakeholders, has a recently 

established Trust and is well organised for delivery.   

• The Scottish Government is creating a fund (£15K each) for three places per Council plan to 

create Local Place Plans and create case studies. Dornoch should bid for one of these. 

• The Highland Council may also continue to support Visitor Management Plans and there is likely to 

be significant cross over with any Dornoch Place Plan given our role in the Highlands tourism 

sector.  

• A Place Plan for Dornoch could usefully cover the following areas 

o Housing including current planning strategies and significant development grants, 

developer agreements & contributions, current housing stock and housing availability 

strategies including social or low-cost housing.  

o Traffic management, including parking, seasonal and visitor management, but also 

pedestrians & cyclists. 

o Public spaces including Green Spaces. 

o Public places & buildings. 

o Sustainability & climate change and specifically any long-term considerations on the 

above. 

 

All the above would draw upon current work and implementation plans but also create new ideas or 

solutions that could be taken to the community, and other stakeholders, for consultation and ultimately be 

included in or at least influence The Highland Council Area Plan and/or deliver the recommendation locally.  

Decision – If DACC agrees I propose we invite Gary Johnstone and Alan Ogilvie to the October meeting to 

present a formal outline for possible engagement and further discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dornoch.org.uk/userfiles/file/hie_masterplan/dornoch_masterplan_final.pdf
https://www.highlandcpp.org.uk/uploads/9/5/2/0/95206114/dornoch_community_final_version_for_website.pdf

