
 

 
Dornoch Area Community Council (DACC) Meeting April 20th 2022 
Proposal to apply for funding for Christmas Lights 
 
The Christmas lights need renewing as follows: 
 

1. The lights on the permanent trees in the Square, around the Cathedral 
and around town have become so damaged by the growth of the trees 
over the last 20 years that only around half of them now work. Every year 
George Mackay and Geordie struggle to mend the worst ones but it has 
become a losing battle and every year the result is worse. 

 
2. The lights for the 16 Christmas trees are also becoming so damaged that 

many man-hours every year they have to be trawled through light by light 
and replaced with new bulbs, but every year this becomes a more time-
consuming exercise and many of them fail again when they are put up.  

 

This proposal is to replace both sets of lights with strings of 10 metres of 
LED lights. The advantages of these lights over the present ones are: 

• Better light using less electricity 

• More robust so no need to replace individual bulbs.  

• Individual strings of 10 metres on the permanent trees can be adjusted 
more easily than the present strings of bulbs to avoid the problems of the 
trees growing further in the future    

The quote below from Blachere Illumination UK Ltd for replacing all the 
current lights is £7,013.04. We have already bought a box of the lights to 
check that they are what we need, and the electrician George Mackay 
who has been responsible for making the lights work for several years 
has confirmed that they are. 

Geordie Gunn and George Mackay together have generously committed to 
give up their time free of charge to replace all the lights on the permanent 
trees. As usual the lights on the 16 Christmas trees will need to be set up 
by DACC members and/or other volunteers, but in future the man-hours 
for this exercise will be approximately halved.  

I propose that DACC makes an application to the Common Good for 
£7,013.04 to fund the replacement of all our Christmas Lights. 

 

 

 


