
 

 
Dornoch Area Community Council (DACC) Meeting March 21st.2022 
Proposal for response to Queen’s Canopy 
 
I note Lucy’s excellent paper below. This was presented some time ago but I do 
not think we came to any concrete conclusions. In the meantime Lucy has 
ascertained that a combination of Rowan, Silver Birch and Juniper would be 
relatively easy to source and relatively likely to prosper in the locations identified 
below.  
  
I therefore suggest we approve in principle the following actions: 
  

1. DACC makes a request for a grant from the Common Good for up to 

£7,500 to be used as follows: 

a. Up to £2,500: To encourage individual tree planting with publicity 

in the NT/social media/etc saying that the Community Council 

will fund the cost of one tree for the first (say) 300 IV25 

addresses that apply to it for this purpose. We may or may not 

be able to source some or all of these trees with funds other than 

the Common Good but in the event that it all comes from the 

Common Good this is likely to limit our costs to £2,500. 

b. Up to £5,000: Subject to costs and any grants/donations available 

from other than the Common Good Funds, and subject to any 

regulations which need to be adhered to, to arrange to plant 

trees on: 

• The Common Good land between the Witch’s Pool and the 

Beach Toilets as marked on the attached map (area 1).  

• The Common Good land between RDGC’s warehouse on 

the Beach and the Overflow Beach Car Park as marked on 

the attached map (area 3). This will be after consultation 

with the main beach users (i.e. Beach Wheel Chairs, 

ESRA, Caravan Site. RDGC have already told us they 

would in principle be happy with such an initiative.)  

2. Lucy has volunteered to lead all 3 parts of this project and report 

progress on a regular basis. 

  



 

 
 

1. The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) 

2. QGC is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the United Kingdom 
to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.” Everyone from individuals to Scout and 
Girlguiding groups, villages, cities, counties, schools and corporates will be 
encouraged to play their part to enhance our environment by planting trees from 
October, when the tree planting season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee 
year in 2022. More info can be found here. Kim Tulloch is very supportive and 
would like to be kept up to date with developments. 

3. Experts recommend planting trees between October and March, when 
they are dormant and less likely to be damaged during planting. To participate in 
this project, individuals can purchase their own trees from the recommended 
nurseries or, a school or community group may apply for free saplings from 
autumn 2021 through the Woodland Trust partnership. Woodland trust have two 
delivery periods per year, one in March and the other in November. They will 
shortly be taking applications for free trees to be delivered in November 2022. 
Before we apply, we’ll need to: 

• Know the six digit grid reference for the land we wish to plant using the grid 

reference finder 

• Have permission from the legal landowner 

• contact our local council’s tree enquiries team 

 

4. Additional ideas: 
We could offer to part or fully fund private tree planting. We can buy packs in 
the shop all year round. Various packs of suitable trees start at £14.95 for 4 
mixed trees, delivery is free. DCC can potentially facilitate by organising the 
bulk ordering, delivery and temporary storage of the trees by potentially 
sponsoring some or all the of the cost. I would propose that DCC would offer 
this on the proviso that DCC bear no liability / responsibility of the planting or 
maintenance of any trees provided to individuals and there is potentially a limit 
on the number and types of trees we would sponsor per household e.g. fruit 
tree but type cannot be guaranteed / specified as we run the risk of being left 
with some “unwanted” types of tree. We could offer to sponsor a tree for every 
child in Dornoch (approx. 350 = £1300) or one tree per household (unsure 
how many households). 
 

5. Lucy Dixon (LD) has contacted Mrs Allan the Primary School – they have 

already secured a pack of 30 trees and LD will put them in touch with Paul Sharpe 

(see below) 

6. Paul Sharpe 

7. Paul Sharpe is a tree surgeon practising in the Dornoch area (more info 

here with bases in Tain and Elgin. LD spoke with him in September 2021 and he 

has kindly volunteered his advisory services and potentially his son’s also should 

we end up going down a forestry route. 

8. In summary, Paul’s key points of advice were: 

The%20Queen’s%20Green%20Canopy%20(queensgreencanopy.org)
http://www.gridreferencefinder.com/
http://www.gridreferencefinder.com/
https://shop.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees
https://shop.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees
https://www.sharpe-tree-services-highland.com/


 

• ensure to opt for native species of trees for example rowans, birches, wild 

cherry and crab-apple as well as fruit, Hawthorne and wild rose bushes 

• avoid species know n to become diseased e.g. elm (Dutch elm) and firs 

(needle blight) 

• Planting considerations: power and telecoms lines above and below and 

water / sewage services, conservation areas and planting near trees that 

already have protection orders on them, spacing and planting techniques. 

• Maintenance: who is responsible for them ongoing for upkeep? 

• The Council will be more likely to agree to tree planning on areas that 

currently require them to upkeep grass etc. 

• The area of the school playing fields the runs alongside Poles Road (link 

here) would potentially be a good area for planting. 

 

9. Highland Council (HC) 

HC has specific requirements around tree planting etc (info here). It has forestry 
teams and from previous DCC meetings it has been suggested that Nick Richards 
or David Borland may be of help. 
 
10. The Highland Nature: Biodiversity Action Plan Drafted May 2021 is a large 

document available here. 

11. In 2012, HC assimilated a Professional Tree Inspection which detailed 

specific trees or groups of tree that needed either works and/or maintenance. LD 

has been in contact with HC – this project has since been archived and work is 

now done upon application on a case by case basis. They would be happy to 

support our planting of trees on suitable HC land 

12. Summary 

13. There are potentially three phases of tree planting: individual, common 

good land and council areas. The individual facilitation could be delivered quite 

quickly if DCC decide to facilitate via direct purchase vs awaiting QGC 

application. 

14. Actions: 

• LD to action a poll to assess potential local engagement with private / 

community planting and suggestion for proposed planting areas? 

• DCC to decide level of facilitation of tree purchasing and planting etc. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/@57.8830021,-4.0424504,16.75z
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1225/countryside_farming_and_wildlife/63/trees_woodland_and_forestry
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj0zfHc-IXzAhVKe8AKHXTVCvYQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highland.gov.uk%2Fdownload%2Fmeetings%2Fid%2F78100%2Fitem_11_highland_biodiversity_action_plan_-_council_commitments&usg=AOvVaw2id9G48q-3YdGtNUU9i912

