
Dornoch Area Community Council (DACC) Annual General Meeting 15th.June 2022 
 
REPORT FROM THE CHAIR FOR 12 MONTHS TO 15 JUNE 2021 
 
Thank you to all members of this Community Council, to Highland Councillor Jim 
McGillivray, to Ward Manager Phil Tomalin and to the wider Dornoch Community, 
for the unwavering effort and commitment you have all given over the past 12 
months.  
 
Like almost every institution, we have just been through another challenging year 
with Covid and compulsory Zoom meetings continuing for much of it, but recently, 
thanks to DACIC allowing us to use the new conference room at the Dornoch Hub, 
we have been able to hold hybrid meetings enabling a choice between attending 
physically or by Zoom and we aim to continue with this format for the foreseeable 
future. 

Special thanks to our erstwhile Minutes Secretary Lou Rollason, who stayed on 
several months longer than she wished to just to ensure that she left a tight ship and 
comprehensive handover for her successor, and we are very grateful that she has 
agreed to continue as Correspondence Secretary.  

DACC has enabled the following initiatives this year: 

• Refurbishment of Dornoch Square Toilets 
 

• Setting up of Dornoch Trust, a Scottish Charity Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO) which will allow DACC member-directors to take control of Common 
Good Land assets such as the Beach Playpark and the Beach Toilets 
 

• Purchase for the Community of Dornoch by the Dornoch Trust of 5 hectares 
of mainly beech woodlands between Station Road and Earls Cross 
 

• Progress on the Beach Management Plan. Some of this plan still needs full 
community consultation later in the year, but there has been more progress 
this year including: 

o Continued operation of the Beach Toilets and delivering a solution to 
the long-standing drainage problems 

o Further improvements to the Beach toilets 
o Renewal of the Blue Flag Beach Award 
o More passing spaces for the beach approach roads  
o New parking arrangements for the Top Beach Car Park including 

moving all campervans from this area to the lower car parks 
o New food franchise at the Beach 

 

• New picnic bench at Airfield car park 
 



• Queen’s Jubilee tea-party on the Cathedral Green. Thanks to all those who 
did so much to bring this about, particularly Judi Sutherland who cheerfully 
marshalled us all with her customary verve, creativity and drive.  
 

• Maintenance projects in the town including: 
 

o Working with Dornoch Beach Wheelchairs on their projects to 
improve facilities at the Beach 

o Retention of the Keep Scotland Beautiful Beach Award  
o Improvements to the Overflow and Play Park car parks 
o Working with Dornoch Caravan & Camping Park operators to improve 

parking and signage along Beach Road  
o Working with residents around the Proncynain Cemetery to deter 

inappropriate and overnight parking 
 

• On top of these achievements, DACC has continued with its routine work 
including: 

o Reviewing a record number of planning applications 
o Christmas Lights, with a special thank you to George Mackay and 

Geordie Gunn without whom this annual celebration of light would 
not be possible 

o Awarding the Dornoch Community Award. Congratulations to last 
year’s winner Willie Fraser.  

 
DACC has also started a number of projects which should come to fruition in the next 
12 months including: 

• A Local Place Plan 
 

• A plan for dealing with Seagulls which will hopefully be satisfactory to those 
who perceive them as a pest as well as those keen to protect an increasingly 
threatened species 

 

• A tree-planting plan for the Queen’s canopy   
 
So we look forward to another active 12 months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patrick Murray 
15th.June 2022 
 
 


