
What evidence is there for 'need', given the old facility has been largely unused for 25+ 
years? I.e. how many people are actually going to use this? 
 
Currently, Dornoch Cricket Club is the only club in the town offering children the 
opportunity to play team sport.  We are passionate about giving children the opportunity to 
play team sports locally and believe that there is a genuine ‘need’ for junior team sport in 
Dornoch which if delivered can be a very important and positive part of many childrens’ 
development.  
 
In 2021 up to around 20 children were playing cricket informally but regularly at the 
Meadows.  At the end of the ‘season’ 14 children from Dornoch played a match against Ross 
County in Strathpeffer. 
 
In February and March 2022 the club ran 5 weeks of free lunch time cricket sessions at both 
Dornoch Primary and Dornoch Academy.  Participation ranged from 40 to 60 children each 
week.  Many of these children want to continue with the sport and are joining the club. 
 
Although the club was initially formed to give juniors an opportunity to play cricket, a 
number of adults have come forward to express interest in forming an adult team.  After we 
get the junior season off to a good start we will be making arrangements to respond to this 
‘need’ as well and expect to establish an adult team that will play a number of friendly 
matches initially. 
 
 
What is the breakdown of the project costs? £25,000 seems a lot for what you are 
needing… 
 
See attached breakdown.  Please note that the playing surfaces have been acquired second 
hand but are in excellent condition which has provided a material cost savings without 
sacrificing quality or longevity of the installation. 
 
 
How many children are currently involved? 
 
In the run up to the Easter holidays the club ran free lunch time sessions at Dornoch Primary 
and Dornoch Academy and attenedance was between 40 and 60 each week.  In addition the 
club has run cricket PE sessions for S1 and will be continuing this after the Easter holiday for 
two additional weeks. 
 
Practice for the 2022 season starts on 20 April.  We expect over 30 children to attend at 
week. 
 
What advice have they received and what steps have been taken re. Child protection 
compliance? 
 
Before starting the club, we shared out plans with Cricket Scotland and received advice from 
them regarding child protection compliance and well being of vulnerable individuals more 



generally.  The club has adopted the Cricket Scotland’s Child Wellbeing & Protection in 
Cricket Policy and has appointed Gary Dingwall as Child Wellbeing & Protection Officer.  
Before starting coaching at the Dornoch Primary and Dornoch Academy both coaches (David 
Diracles and Matt Millward) were PVG checked. 
 
How sustainable can the club be given the nearest other junior teams are in Inverness and 
Strathpeffer? 
 
Our goal is to provide the juniors with 1 match per month during the playing season 
(approximately 5 months).  Currently the nearest junior teams for Dornoch to play against 
are Northern Counties (Inverness) and Ross County (Strathpeffer).   We understand that 
Northern Counties and Ross County only had two matches in 2021 (against each other).  By 
introducing a third junior side, we believe that we are helping make junior cricket 
sustainable in the region. 
 
For 2022 the three clubs (Dornoch, Northern Counties, and Ross County) have agreed to 
have home and return games against each which means each club gets four matches during 
the playing season. We are also working on having a final festival day which could include 
clubs from the Moray Coast. 
 
We believe that Dornoch CC can be a catalyst for further development of cricket in the area 
and we are looking at working in schools outside of Dornoch.  


