
Dornoch South MUGA – Survey Results 

(122 responses uo to 10/11/22) 

In March 2021 the Dornoch Area Community Interest Company (DACIC) completed the 

purchase of Dornoch South (the former abattoir site) on behalf of the Community. The long term 

plans include a new community building in the area nearest the Retail Park, and as you may 

know from the recent consultation, there are plans for the south of the site to house the 

Dornoch Distillery with a Distillery Visitor Centre in the old gasworks.  

 

Earlier this year we completed Phase 1 of the planned development by opening a car, coach and 

daytime motorhome park opposite the Medical Centre. 

 

We are now working on delivering Phase 2 of the plans for Dornoch South, a Multi-Use Games 

Area (MUGA) for which we already have planning permission. If the MUGA goes ahead it will 

create an enclosed, town-centre sports facility large enough for 2 tennis courts and 5 a side 

football, as well as being marked-out for netball and basketball. 

 

We envisage there being an on-line booking system to generate a time-bound code to control 

access and turn on the floodlights (if required), so that individuals, families and sporting groups 

can book and use the facility. 

 

We already have offers of funding from sportscotland and the Highland Council Developer Fund 

for Community Facilities and other bids are in progress (including to the Common Good Fund) 

to meet the anticipated £224k cost, with a view to construction in early 2023. 

 

However, before we go any further we would like to check that you, the Dornoch community, 

are still supportive of this plan. 

 



 

 

 



The proposed charge would be £6 per hour. We already have support from the 
Active Schools Co-Ordinator, Dornoch Junior Football Club, Dornoch Cricket Club 
and UHI but now we need to hear from you.  

Please let us know what sports you would like to see offered and would play in a 
MUGA.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Another idea we have for the MUGA is a 'pop-up' synthetic ice rink in winter (cost 
£110k). This would be installed inside the MUGA with skating sessions likely to 
cost £6 per hour (45 minutes on ice 15 minutes turn around) including skate hire. 
Do you think this is a good idea and if so would you support it? 

We also plan to have Christmas markets in the car park, so an ice rink would be a 
further attraction.  

 



 

 

 

 

If you do not support the MUGA or ice rink what would you like instead?25 responses 

Separate MUGA and Ice rink so both can be done simultaneously 

Facilities to hold indoor events 

To be fair the car park has been a total waste of money I feel this would also be a waste of 

money. How about investing in the shops in Dornoch that are struggling. 

Considering that similar facilities may be available locally, ie Dornoch High School, could the 

funding not be used to improve these facilities which could be used in the same manner as 

the proposal but the school would also benefit from its use. The car park so far has had little 

use as far as I have seen so I cannot see the income stream from there improving anytime 

soon unless restrictions are placed in town to discourage parking and encourage the use of 

the car park. This though would not go down well with the community. I feel that the total 

investment of circa £1m could and should have been invested in improving and encouraging 

better use of facilities already available rather than providing what could turn into an 

expensive white elephant. 

Open to other suggestions 



Would it be possible for the ice rink to be open during the week to enable school classes and 

local groups to use it too. 

I am aged 78 and now too old to use the site but we do need sporting facilities for the younger 

generations. I support your cause and wish you good luck. 

A skatepark/bikepark for the kids, tables and benches for parents to gather at  

Ice rink seems awfully expensive 110k 😱 

It's a great idea but it maybe needs to be a bit bigger than one 5 a side as more could be 

happening at once such as having small tournaments etc 

Would the cost of the ice rink not be better spent in covering the muga or installing flood 

lights so it could be used all year round? 

Ice rink is a fantastic idea. Hockey and other winter sports aren’t popular enough in Scotland 

and it would be great to see youngsters being introduced to skating. 

AstroTurf football pitch 

I have heard that there is also a MUGA being constructed at the school. I feel a larger size 

astro turf with flood lights would be better used like what Tain, Golspie and Alness have.  

Outdoor heated swimming pool! 

Swimming pool 

My negative response to the ice rink is from previous experience on the solution used to 

reduce friction for skates and why I have suggested roller skating as an alternative. 

An indoor space for markets 

This needs to be done in the correct way otherwise it will never be used. In my opinion, a 

bigger all weather pitch with floodlights (like what they have in Golspie and Tain) is the best 

way to go. The picture of the MUGA is not unique, an almost identical facility is getting put up 

at the school. There is also one behind Elizabeth Crescent. 

I'd like to see a proper sized astro turf pitch for our local children/football clubs to use. Then it 

could be used all year round, if it was to have floodlights too. To have a muga would not make 

any sense as there is one currently being installed at the school grounds - how often will it be 

used? Its only big enough for 5 aside football. Go bigger and better - move with the times. 

A Swimming Pool 

With one of these already under construction at the high school as a parent I do not support 

this idea. We have substandard facilities in Dornoch and this would not be used enough for 

good value for money. A full size all weather pitch would be far more suitable where school's 

local sports groups and others would all benefit. 

Curling practice area 

Pickleball. 

No other space available for this feedback so have written it here. The main issue is not 

building the rink itself but maintaining the temperature of the ice which is very expensive  
 



 

 

 


