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We hope you enjoy planting and caring for your 
new tree! Why not share how it’s getting on 

through our social media pages? We’d love to see 
a photo on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter; just 

tag @WoodlandTrust when you share it. 

To find out more about your tree, head to:
woodlandtrust.org.uk/britishtrees
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It’s time to plant
Planting and caring for  

your new tree



Going underground:  
how to plant 
It’s important to give trees the best start by planting them properly. Pit 
planting is the easiest method for most gardens. Here’s how:

Love it or lose it:  
caring for your tree
Protection
If there is any chance of animal damage  
(rabbits, deer etc.) we would recommend using 
spirals and canes or tubes and stakes to protect 
young trees. You can buy tree protection from 
shop.woodlandtrust.org.uk/accessories. Check  
your guards regularly and remove any grass that 
grows inside.

Weeding
Weeding around your tree will reduce competition 
for water and nutrients, helping it establish. 
Weedkiller containing glyphosate will kill weeds 
with minimal effect on the wider environment 
and breaks down quickly in the soil. Spray around 
the base of the tree without touching it. If you’d 
rather avoid chemicals, mulch, bark chips or straw 
around the base of the tree can suppress weeds.
Watering
Watering shouldn’t be necessary and can be 
counter-productive as it encourages tree roots to 
grow upwards rather than down to groundwater. 
In particularly long, dry spells, if you feel watering 
is necessary saturate the ground thoroughly so 
the water soaks deep into the soil. If planting 
between April and September you will need to 
water your trees for the first few weeks.

Pests and diseases
All our trees are UK sourced and grown to help 
prevent the spread of tree diseases and pests, but 
you should still keep an eye out. Check the tree 
stems and guards regularly. Keeping tree guards 
firmly in contact with the soil and a weed-free 
area will help. 

If you suspect disease please email a photo and a 
discription to plant@woodlandtrust.org.uk. Take 
a look at woodlandtrust.org.uk/treedisease for 
some of the most common signs and symptoms.

Keep your tree in its 
packaging until you are 
ready to plant. If it’s 
going to be more than a 
day or two, remove from 
packaging, keep upright 
outside and keep the 
roots damp.

 Dig a pit in the ground 
making sure it is several 
centimetres wider and 
deeper than the roots.

If you’ve dug up grass, 
place the turf upside 
down in the bottom of 
the pit to provide extra 
nutrients.

Place your tree in the 
pit, making sure the top 
of the root plug is 2cm 
below ground level.

Backfill the soil around 
the tree, holding it 
upright, then firm the 
soil with your heel. 

If you are using tree 
protection, push the 
cane into the ground 
next to the tree until it is 
stable and add your tree 
guard.

 If you are planting more 
than one tree, leave 
at least a two metre 
space between them. If 
planting a hedge, leave 
0.5m between each tree.

There are other planting 
methods you can use if 
pit planting isn’t suitable 
for your soil (for example 
if you have very stony 
soil.)
Want more planting 
advice? Visit 
woodlandtrust.org.uk/
howtoplant
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We are the Woodland Trust
We’ve been standing up for trees since 1972 and we are now  

the UK’s largest woodland conservation charity.
Our vision is a UK rich in native woods and trees, for people and  

wildlife. We protect, restore and create woodland and own and care for 
more than 1,000 free-to-visit woods across the nation.

Hello,
My name is Hannah and I manage the tree products here at the  
Woodland Trust.
Thank you so much for your purchase from our shop. We’ve included lots of 
useful information in this booklet about the best way to plant and care for your 
tree as it grows. 
We all need trees and by buying from the Woodland Trust shop you are directly 
helping us stand up for woods and trees across the UK as each tree sold raises 
funds for our work. 
Every tree planted makes a difference for wildlife and people. Trees combat 
climate change, give shade, shelter and habitat for birds and insects, they boost 
your wellbeing and improve your soil – as well as looking beautiful of course! 
We’ve pledged to get 64 million trees in the ground by 2025 – thanks for 
helping us work towards our goal.

Hannah Bromfield

 Decide on the best 
location for your tree –  
at least two metres from 
the house or fence – your 
tree won’t be sapling-
sized forever!


