Edmund Payne Awards
Mention in Dispatches (MiD)
Edmund Payne was mentioned in dispatches in 1916 however no records show for what
action this was involved in. He was recorded in the London Gazette on 15th June 1916.
Page 5936. It means that the MID was not involved with his MM.
A member of the armed forces mentioned in dispatches (or despatches, MiD) is one whose
name appears in an official report written by a superior officer and sent to the high
command, in which is described his or her gallant or meritorious action in the face of the
enemy. Those who are mentioned in dispatches but do not receive a medal for their action,
are nonetheless entitled to receive a certificate and wear a decoration. For 1914–1918 and
up to 10th August 1920, the decoration consisted of a spray of oak leaves in bronze.

MiD spray of oak leaves in bronze.
Military Medal MM (Level 3 Gallantry Award)
Instituted on 25th March 1916 (and backdated to 1914).
The Military Medal was awarded to other ranks of the British Army and commonwealth
Forces. It was an award for gallantry and devotion to duty when under fire in battle on land.
On the reverse of the medal is inscribed “For Bravery in the Field”. Recipients of the medal
are entitled to use the letters M.M. after their name.
Edmund Payne was awarded the MM however no records show for what action this
involved. This was due to records being kept at regimental level at the time, and after the
war ended, most were destroyed by the regimental admin before the records office put out
the request for them to be forwarded for record in 1920.
His name was however recorded in the London Gazette MM recipients, dated 11th
November 1916. Due to a private to be gazetted in that period took about four months, we
can assume that the MM was awarded in the period the 7th Batt fought in the battle of the
Somme July 1916. However this cannot be corroborated.
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