MULBUIE and FERINTOSH
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Impact of School Improvement Priorities
2019-20
PRIORITY ONE: Improvement in Attainment
Continue to raise attainment in writing, embedding Wraparound Spelling and Writing

PRIORITY TWO: Improvement in employable skills
Review our methodology to ensure that creativity skills are integral in learning and teaching

PRIORITY THREE: Improvements in Health and Wellbeing
Extend the Wild and Free outdoor Learning Group

What the Children Think
I like meeting people from other
schools and being outside. It
makes me feel good. My mum says
I sleep well at night when I have
been to Ferintosh! P6 pupil

I so love it at Ferintosh!
I get to meet new people and I get
to try things I have never done
before. That helps my confidence.
Two P4 pupils

it is easier to write stories now
because the new way shows me how.
P5 pupil

I write with more detail now and use repetitive
words to make it more interesting
P7 pupil

You need to write in every job. I know I
will be able to write when I get a job.
P4 pupil

A copy of the Standards and Quality Report and School Improvement plan is available on the school website –
www.mulbuieandferintosh.org

School Improvement Priority 1
Improvements in Attainment - Continue to Raise Attainment in writing
Last session, we worked on supporting children in writing with a clear plot,
using a story map to plan the piece of work.
This session, we have developed this further, and children have learned
techniques to grip the reader.
Evidence of how much their writing has improved is clear in their jotters.

Story Map

School Improvement Priority 2
Improvement in employable skills: Delivering improvement
Review our methodology to ensure that creativity skills are integral in learning and teaching
Open mindedness

Curiosity

Problem solving

Imagination

This term we are using TASC as a framework for children to learn about their
topic, the Victorians.
Pupils first plan what the aim of the piece of work is and what they already know
about that topic.

Using pictures as a stimulus, children are learning to capture and develop
their sense of wonder. Here are some of the questions they asked around this
picture in P4-7.

I wonder what they are learning?
I wonder if there were only girls in the class?
I wonder if the teachers got paid and how much?
I wonder how many children were in a class?
I wonder what is on the walls of the classroom?
I wonder what happened if you could not do your work?
I wonder if you had to pay to go to school?

I wonder if Queen Victoria had any children?

Pupils then research and find out the answers to their
questions and decide on how they will present the information
that they are discovering.
Through this approach, pupils have ownership of their learning
and are developing their own sense of curiosity. They are
learning study skills for the future, are more active in their
learning and are developing the sense of curiosity which is so
crucial to learning yet we seem to lose as we get older.

School Improvement Priority 3
Improvements in Health and Wellbeing - Extend the Wild & Free Outdoor Group

The Wild and Free group provides opportunities which inspire exploration and

curiosity. This in turn encourages children to become motivated to learn
independently both in and outside the classroom.
With a focus on teamwork and respect, groups have the opportunity to develop
new social dynamics. Children have the opportunity to work in many different
roles in the group and work with children that they may not usually choose to
work with. As per the Scottish Government’s attainment challenge, the groups
begin with children who are targeted through this initiative as well as those who
find it difficult to access learning in the classroom, and are built up around that to include children who
might benefit from widening their peer group, developing confidence or experiencing a leadership role.
With our hands off approach the children find the opportunity to grow and develop and gain confidence in
their abilities.
We are regularly surprised by the new roles the children adopt in our sessions.
One of the most important benefits of our outdoor Wild and Free group is the effect it has on reducing
children’s anxiety. To see the happy and engaged faces is a privilege. The outdoors and the group offer an
environment which visibly reduces stress. This can only be beneficial to children’s emotional wellbeing.

This year we have increased the number of
groups so we now have three running a
week. We have also developed a learning
plan for all pupils attending, so that we can
measure progress in targeted outcomes.
We have held an open morning for parents
to come along and see what is going on at
Wild and Free and have also hosted several
teachers from other schools who have come
along to see what we are doing.
In the future we hope to increase the size of
the groups so that all children in P3-7 can have the
opportunity to participate.
We also hope to explore how we can make the
project sustainable. It is currently funded significantly from our PEF allocation.
Through working with others,
we hope to provide a more
sustainable funding source.
We also plan to run a group for
P7 pupils from across the five
small schools as part of their
transition to S1.
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