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Minutes  


Minutes of EGM held on Friday 15th November at  Council Offices, Tigh na Sqire, Portree at 7.30pm

Present:

Allison Fellows – Chairing

William Gordon

Sue Walters

Jill Mackinnon

Fay Macrae

Deirdre Peppe

Iona Augier

Donna Long

Margaret Wood

Mike Wood

Phillipa Nicolson

Sarah Nicolson

Janice Macdonald

Karen Augier

Jan Sime

Apologies:

Sam Nicolson

Lynne Howorth

Bridget Mackinnon

Kirsty Mackinnon

Karen Warby

Mary Cameron

Alistair Danter

Sue Merrick

Menna Azulay

Clare Whitney

Janice Taylor

Sandra Wilson

Jeanne Wells

Anne Marr

Allison opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. She explained that the purpose of the meeting was to decide on the future of the Riding Club. All those present were invited to give their views and considerable discussion took place.

Following this discussion it was agreed that the Riding Club should continue.

It was agreed that support had been lacking in recent years and that, perhaps, there should be a change of focus.

Some at the meeting were not aware that there was a danger that the indoor school could be lost if the riding club failed, as an agreement between the club and PRS guaranteed the non-rateable status of the school. It was decided that the school must be safeguarded.

All were agreed that the horse fraternity should stay together as much as possible and support each other. This was especially important in areas such as Skye where there is not a huge horse population. There was concern that the riding club would only run competitions but discussion revealed that this was unfounded as events could cover matters of interest to non-horse owners and riders as well as those who wished to ride.

Allison explained (as Chairman of the new Skye and Western Isles BHS Committee) that the BHS will be confining itself to handling regional matters rather than organizing local events. As a result it becomes even more important that the horse fraternity on Skye works together.

It was suggested that representatives of other horse related interests e.g. Pony Club, RDA etc. be invited to sit on the committee. This would enable events to be coordinated, avoid clashes and encourage better attendance.

Karen outlined her programme and stressed that all the events that she was running were open to all. The surface in the indoor school had just been upgraded and she was keen that the school be used as much as possible. 

It became clear that the riding club would not need to run competitions as this area was already well-served by the PRS programme.

At this point the meeting moved on to structure the committee.

Chairman - William Gordon

Secretary – Allison Fellows – Karen Augier
Treasurer – Jill Mackinnon
Training Officer – Allison Fellows

Pony Club – Sarah Nicolson

RDA – Janice Macdonald

Minute Secretary – Fay Macrae

It was agreed that Allison should ask Sam if she would like to represent the Horse Club and ask if Lynne would be prepared to continue to look after the website.

Social Event
Janice was asked to check availability of the Tongadale for a social event towards the end of January. This was to be open to all with an interest in horses. There was agreement that, as there were sufficient funds, this should be free and that a relatively inexpensive buffet would be paid for from club funds. It should be possible, by that date, to inform members and potential members of the way forward for the club.

All were agreed that Sam and Lynne were owed a great debt of gratitude to all the work they had undertaken for the club over the years.  Two etched glass bowls had been obtained and Allison agreed to present these to Sam and Lynne when she saw them

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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