
International Year of Light – Celebratory Events in Caithness 
 

 

Thanks to funding from the IoP in Scotland and the Royal Society of Chemistry, a number of local 

groups in Caithness were able to hold a series of events in 2015 for schools and the general public that 

celebrated the International Year of Light. The varied events held highlighted the importance of 

understanding light and how it plays such an important role in our everyday lives. 

 

The groups involved in the organising and holding the events were: 

 Caithness Astronomy Group, 

 the Highland Regional Council Countryside Rangers, 

 Castletown Heritage Society, 

 the RSPB,  

 the Caithness Branch of the British Science Association 

Some of the events were supported by guest speakers from further afield, whose knowledge and 

expertise further enhanced the programme content. Their time and enthusiasm was greatly appreciated. 

 

The funding was used primarily as follows: 

 guest speaker expenses 

 venue hire for events 

 a variety of educational materials, many of which are re-usable and will be utilised at future 

local events 

 

Funds left over from the IYL events have since been used to support further public and school events 

during 2016, including materials for “Mission: Starlight - a global experiment on UV protection” 

activities in conjunction with the Principia Mission involving British Astronaut Major Tim Peake. 

 

The events carried out during 2015 consisted of a mixture of talks, interactive demonstrations, hands-

on activities and even a light themed quiz (see attached programme of events). Some activities were 

solely for local schools, but most were freely open for the general public to attend. The local public 

events were well attended, with a total of approximately 500 people of all ages joining us to celebrate 

the International Year of Light. In addition to this, around 300 hundred pupils in local primary and high 

schools also benefited from IYL related school visits and activities. Attached to this report are photos 

of many of these events with some additional brief details. 

 

Feedback received following the events was extremely positive. The organising committee hope that 

they proved to be memorable to all, have highlighted the importance of light in the world in which we 

live, and perhaps sparked or re-kindled an interest in Nature and STEM subjects. 

 

 

Local organising committee: 

Gordon Mackie, Caithness Astronomy Group (& BSA, RSC) 

Kirsty Rosie, Highland Regional Council Countryside Rangers 

Neil Buchan, Castletown Heritage Society 

Pat Kieran, Caithness Branch of the British Science Association 

 



The following pages further illustrate how the funding was used……. 

 
 



 

Public Events - Below is a collage of images from the public events held during 2015, followed by further images and details for individual events. 

 


