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Prologue 

SEE HOW GREAT A FLAME ASPIRES 

THE words, "Northern 
Rhodesia," raise different 
pictures in the minds of 

different people. For some it 
is the Empire's greatest source 
of copper, a highly industrialised 
area where thousands of men 
get rich quickly with the assis-
tance of every modern device and 
surrounded by every amenity in the 
task of supplying the world's hunger 
for copper. To others it is a land of 
small, simple villages, where big 
game of every kind roams hardly 
molested and where simple villagers 
live the tribal life of their ancestors 
untouched by modern development. 
To some it is a land into which the 
European has entered not by right 
of conquest, but by agreement with 
the local chiefs, and in which black 
and white generally work harmo-
niously together for the good of all. 
To others it is a land in which a 
primitive people is being developed 
materially and especially politically 
at a terrifying speed and without 
any consideration of their spiritual 
welfare. To others it is a last bastion 
against the invading tide of Afri-
kaaner ideologies. And to some, in 
the words of a Yorkshireman who 
traversed the country by railway, 
it is "miles and miles o' nowt." 

To Methodists it is the scene of 
the heroic travels of Buckenham 
and Baldwin, of the pioneer labours 
of Chapman and others whose  

names are still household words. 
And to those of us who represent 
Methodist missionary work in the 
territory today, it is a territory full 
of problems and full of opportuni-
ties, a field where we are constantly 
reproached with work unattempted 
or half done, where our mission 
forces in our times of depression 
seem to be mere pockets of resis-
tance in enemy-occupied country, 
and in our moments of vision the 
spearheads of the armies of God. 
In this book an attempt will be 
made to share with Methodism our 
problems and our disappointments, 
our hopes and our fears. We shall 
not gloss over or seek to explain 
away our failures, and we shall 
record humbly and thankfully the 
measure of success. 

It should be clearly understood 
that this book is not offered to the 
public as a History of Methodism 
in Northern Rhodesia. That history 
could not be contained within the 
limits imposed on a book of this 
type. Thus the first chapter tells the 
story of the journey of the pioneers 
from Aliwal North to Nkala, but 
there is no mention of the develop-
ment of the work on that station, 
its spread to Kasenga or the 
beginnings of the work at Nambala 
or Namantombwa, at Kanchindu 
and Masuku, or of the important 
work at Nanzela. It is a matter for 
regret thatlno more than a bare 
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mention can be made of the pioneer 
labours of men like William Chap-
man, who earned for himself the 
name of Pathfinder. 

For the same reasons no reference 
is made to the linguistic work of the 
Rev. Dr. Edwin W. Smith and 
others, to the labours of the Rev. 
J. G. Soulsby, the first Chairman, 
who welded the separate missions 
of the Primitive Methodist Society 
and the ex-Wesleyan Circuits in 
Northern Rhodesia into one Dis-
trict, to the founding of the United 
Missions in the Copperbelt, or to 
the devoted service of Kerswell, 
Price, Fell and others. The story of 
work among women and girls in the 
villages is not told here and only 
passing and very inadequate refer-
ence is made to the ministry of 
healing in which many of our 
stations are engaged. These are 
subjects with which a history would 
deal in detail. 

The task of the present editor has 
been to select from the wealth of 
material available such aspects of 
our work as will help Methodists at 
home to read with understanding 
periodical literature dealing with 
our Church in Northern Rhodesia. 
Only the first two sketches are 
historical. They deal with the 
beginnings of our work in the 
territory and go on to tell the story 
of a wonderful opportunity lost 
through lack of resources. After 
that we leap over some fifty years 
of history to look at two pictures, 
one of the work of a missionary in a 
rural circuit, the other, by way of 
contrast, of the urban work of the 
Church. In the next two sections 
the reader is asked to share in the  

hopes and fears of those who work 
in our Training Institutions and a 
final article explains why our work 
is not confined to the African 
people, but also seeks to meet the 
spiritual needs of the European 
community. 

The various sections of this book 
have been written by missionaries 
actively engaged on the field in 
time spared from other pressing 
duties. The articles on the Primitive 
Methodist pioneers and the opening 
up of Wesleyan Methodist work, 
contributed by the Rev. Ernest 
Stamp and the Rev. Kenneth 
Johnson respectively, come from 
the pens of men who have spent 
many years in the country and have 
learned the language, thought-
forms and culture of the people. 
The Rev. M. M. Temple, who 
writes of rural work, is the super-
intendent of a wide circuit and has 
an intimate knowledge of the life of 
the African villages. One of our 
African ministers, the Rev. D. M. 
Ramushu, has collaborated with a 
European colleague, the Rev. A. E. 
H. Fielder, to contribute a chapter 
on the extraordinarily interesting 
and strategic work on which they 
are engaged on the Copperbelt. 
The Principals of our two Training 
Institutions, the Rev. J. L. Matthews 
and Miss H. M. Dugdale, both of 
whom have served a long appren-
ticeship in the rural areas from 
which so many of their pupils 
come, have written of our higher 
educational work and a chapter on 
the European congregations has 
been added by the editor. 

EDINBURGH 	August, 195z 

The attack of Methodism upon the 
enemy-occupied territory of Northern 
Rhodesia was made by two entirely 
independent columns, one representing 
the forces of the Primitive Methodists 
and the other those of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society. 

The Primitive Methodists were first 
in the field. That Society had always 
concentrated its efforts on Africa: in 
Fernando Po and Eastern Nigeria on 
the West Coast and at Aliwal North in 
South Africa. In 5889 they decided to 
open up a new field. All they asked was 
that they should be directed to an area 
which was not already the mission field 
of another denomination. The choice fell 
upon the district now known as Bwila, 
whose people (the Ba Ila) with their 
traditions of independence and of trucu-
lence presented, and present, a magni-
ficent opportunity and a stirring chal-
lenge to the forces of both civilisation 
and Christianity. It is not without 
significance that the Ba Ila formed so 
large a part of the country's armed 
forces and so distinguished themselves in 
the campaigns of the Northern Rhodesian 
Regiment in the recent war. 

Even to reach Bwila was itself an 
undertaking which only the most daunt-
less courage and the most indomitable 
faith could contemplate. The full story 
must wait until someone can be found 
with the necessary skill and the leisure 
to edit the Baldwin Journals, now  

fortunately in the possession of the 
Mission House. But the story, even as 
it is known today, ranks with the most 
thrilling stories of missionary adventure. 

The Wesleyan invasion, on the other 
hand, owed little to the missionary zeal 
of the European and much to the 
perseverance and determination of one 
African Christian. The problem posed 
to the Rev. John White is one 
which is always cropping up on the 
Mission Field. Considerations of 
strategy argue against too rapid expan-
sion. There is much to be said for 
pursuing the work of the Church within 
defined boundaries. The record of Saint 
Paul's missionary work shows how 
carefully he gave priority to places of 
strategic importance. Chikala's proposal, 
creditable as it was to the man's faith 
and zeal, meant a fantastic lengthening 
of the lines of communication, a dan-
gerous weakening of the supervision so 
important when inexperienced and often 
inadequately trained and ill-equipped 
evangelists are sent forth. All the argu-
ments were against him. But the Spirit 
bloweth where He listeth. The impulse 
which turned Saint Paul away from 
Bithynia drove him across the Adriatic 
to still wider work in what we today 
call Europe. Sometimes the arguments 
which are all valid prove to be all 
wrong, and history proved that this was 
the case when Wesleyan Methodism 
entered Northern Rhodesia. 
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