
KINDLED IN SOME HEARTS IT IS 
Work in a Rural Circuit 

By MERFYN M. TEMPLE 

I FAILED miserably to learn the 
language of the people from the 
pages of the excellent vernacular 

grammar with which I had been 
provided, so in despair I went off to 
live for a while in a village where 
no one could speak English, and 
where I should be forced to learn by 
sheer necessity. 

During those dusty drab weeks in 
Cikanka's village I learnt a great 
deal more than how to stumble 
through an Ila sentence. From my 
stool by the headman's house I  

watched the women as they win-
nowed their Kaffir corn and poun-
ded their mealies. At evening time 
I helped old Cikanka water his 
cattle. It was arduous work, for the 
well was deep and the windlass bro-
ken. A beneficent Government had 
sunk the well and provided the wind-
lass, the chain and the bucket, but no 
one in the village had bothered to 
tighten the bolts when they worked 
loose, or put any grease on the 
spindle. After a few months of 
neglect it broke, and no one cared 

to mend it, so with aching back 
and sore hands I pulled up the 
chain hand over hand. 

I made friends with the village 
blacksmith. He was deaf and dumb, 
so I was at no greater disadvantage 
than the other villagers in my con-
verse with him. There was a child 
in the village who lay on a reed mat 
all day. Her legs and arms were so 
covered with scabies that she could 
not move about. There was a man 
who sat all day making baskets. He 
had a filthy piece of cloth tied round 
his head. One day he took it off and 
I saw that his scalp was a mass of 
suppurating sores. I asked why he 
did not go to the hospital in the 
town. He replied that it was too far 
to walk, he had no bicycle nor 
money to hire one. There had been 
a good grain harvest that year which 
meant a big surplus for the brewing 
of beer. Never a night passed but I 
heard the drums in some village 
where the people danced and drank 
all night. So it was I learnt about 
the people whom Christ would call 
to be the living stones from which 
to build His Church. 

The pioneer missionaries had not 
worked long amongst the Ba Ila 
before they realised that their work 
was not only evangelisation and 
conversion, but a many-sided task 
of nurture and education. William 
Chapman, who was the first to 
pitch his tent under the Mechenje 
tree here at Nambala in 1903, said 
in his book A Pathfinder in South 
Central Africa, "If a missionary 
attended only to their spiritual 
needs, what kind of man would he 
produce? If instructed in spiritual 
things only, would they be fitted 
for the work of life? What type of 

Christian character would such 
training produce? They would be 
monstrosities, not men. Such reli-
gious teaching is not enough. 
Christianity must not be divorced 
from life, but must pervade the 
whole of man's activities." In 
Northern Rhodesia we have been 
set a twofold task. It would be 
wrong for us to say that one side of 
it is more important than the other; 
they are complementary. As revo-
lutionaries we must both transform 
African rural society so that it 
becomes the good soil in which the 
Church may take root and grow 
healthily bearing much fruit, and 
we must also plant the seed of a 
Church that will be a living fellow-
ship under the Authority of Christ. 
How are we setting about this 
twofold task? 

On the mission station we have a 
dispensary and we give treatment 
to all who come. Those whom we 
are unable to treat, and who will 
dare to go, can be sent to the 
Lusaka hospital a hundred and 
thirty miles away on the mail lorry. 
There is a constant stream of people 
with coughs, colds, cuts and bruises. 
Occasionally a man with snake bite 
will be sent for an injection of the 
special serum. Battered heads, spear 
wounds, and even gunshot wounds 
are not uncommon, especially 
during the last months of the dry 
season after the harvest when in 
some villages the beer-drink is 
continuous. The people have quick 
tempers, and quarrels with violence 
are frequent. Round the dispensary 
we have built some round huts 
where people from a distance may 
come to stay while receiving treat-
ment. There is never a time when 
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we have not four or five of these in-
patients with bad burns, or venereal 
sores, or ulcers, and sometimes 
there are a dozen or more. Each 
patient must bring an attendant to 
help with the grinding of the maize 
and the gathering of firewood and 
cooking. Most of the routine work 
is done by an African orderly, but 
we are fortunate in the fact that the 
missionary's wife is a doctor and is 
able to give some of her time to 
treating the more difficult cases. 
We are always thankful that we 
have the means and the knowledge 
to alleviate much pain; sometimes 
we have been able to save life, but 
we know all too well that it is 
rescue work. The root of sickness 
and disease amongst the people lies 
in the conditions under which they 
live, their ignorance of the simplest 
rules of hygiene, the poverty of 
their diet and the immoral customs 
which they practise. 

In order to meet these basic 
needs, and to provide a type of 
training that would prepare men 
and women to lead their people on 
to a higher standard of life, we 
started what we call a "Village 
Craft school." We set out our aims 
as follows :— 

( s) To encourage the youth of 
the District to get established on the 
land, or in some other worthwhile 
rural occupation, and take a re-
sponsible part in the welfare and 
development of the community to 
which they belong. 

(2) To provide training in sound 
rural practices for selected families, 
who can then return to their com-
munities to serve as basic family 
units for important projects to be 
started in their areas. 

With the financial backing of the 
Commissioner of Native Develop-
ment and with the help of the 
District Commissioner and the 
Chiefs, we started with twenty 
young men, most of whom had 
passed Standard IV some time 
during the last five years but had 
never found a permanent occupa-
tion. They were a very mixed lot. 
The older men brought with them 
their wives and families. We built 
a village of thatched houses for them 
to live in on the mission station, and 
they have entered into their new 
life with some enthusiasm. They 
have two hours a day in the class-
room learning simple English, 
account-keeping, civics, building 
theory, hygiene, drawing, agricul-
tural theory and singing. They are 
divided into three groups, and each 
takes its turn at building, carpentry 
and gardening. Each group in turn 
built a house using local materials: 
the kind of house a man could 
build for himself in his village. In 
the carpenter's shop each man 
made a door for his own house and 
shutters for the windows from 
locally sawn timber. As timber has 
been available they have made beds, 
tables and chairs. Irrigating a small 
garden with a hand-pump from a 
shallow well, they have grown a 
good deal of their own food in the 
way of vegetables, and in a demon-
stration plot they have planted a 
rotation of beans, potatoes, ground 
nuts and maize. The women have 
to run their own homes which are 
inspected every week, and attend 
some lectures in hygiene, baby care 
and cooking. They spend most 
afternoons learning to sew and have 
made their own school uniform. 

Those who are illiterate are given 
opportunities to learn to read and 
write. The experiment is still in its 
early stages, and we have yet to see 
how these young men and women 
will fare when they return to their 
villages. We believe that it is an 
experiment worth making, and 
although at present on only a very 
small scale, under a qualified lay-
man it could develop a far-reaching 
influence on the life of the rural 
community. 

So much for our methods of 
preparing the soil. What of sowing 
the seed? 

As Methodists we are pragmatists 
in Church Government, and we 
have found our system very adap-
table to the needs of building up a 
Church in an area where the popu-
lation is widely scattered. For a 
primitive people who have lost 
faith in the beliefs of their fathers 
and find themselves rudderless in 
unquiet seas, the simple formula of 
our condition of membership of the 
Church is quickly understood. "A 
desire to flee from the Wrath to 
come" needs none of the fiery 
imagery of Hell to drive its meaning 
home. The breakdown of family life 
and the disintegration of the tribe arc 
clear signs of Wrath to the people. 
When we present the Church as 
the family of God it is an idea which 
the African villager can under-
stand, for the family relationship 
still dominates his life. 

The foundation of our worship is 
in song, prayer and preaching, all 
of which are natural forms of 
expression to the African. When 
village sites are moved every few 
years it is not possible to build 
permanent church buildings. Most  

of our services are held in the open 
air, except where there is a school, 
or where the villagers themselves 
have put up a temporary building of 
pole and mud with thatch. There 
are few external aids to worship. It 
is not easy to feel the "numinous" 
while round you dogs are quarrel-
ling, hens foraging and babies 
crying, and yet when the people 
have learnt to sing, their hymns can 
lift them very near to Heaven. There 
have been times when darkness has 
hidden the squalor of the village 
and no clouds were there to hide 
the stars, so that we have met by 
firelight and the silence of the 
forest has brought God near. 

Our quarterly meetings are held 
regularly, the people gathering at 
the mission station from Friday to 
Sunday. At the same time we hold 
the Local Preachers' Meeting when 
the Local Preachers on trial are 
examined and reports given of their 
work. The Leaders' Meeting some-
times goes on for hours at a time, 
for on every point everyone 
must have his say. It is our custom 
for the minister to meet each 
Class Leader and examine with 
him the roll of membership in the 
class. Any who are ready for accep-
tance on trial from the catechumen 
class, or any on trial members 
ready to be received as full members, 
or any cases for discipline are 
brought before the Leaders' Meet-
ing. Within the Church we have 
agreed to certain basic rules of 
conduct ; for example, a polygamist 
cannot be a full member, and the 
brewing of beer is incompatible with 
membership in the Church. It is 
here in the sphere of morals that 
we missionaries find ourselves facing 
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come under a conviction of sin a 
clean break with the past. First, a 
promise to meet regularly on 
Sunday for worship, because we 
know that, though a man may set 
out from the City of Destruction, he 
will not lose the burden of his sin 
until he comes to that rising ground 
by the roadside where there is a 
Cross, and that means taking 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Second, 
we demand a promise to give up 
the brewing and drinking of beer. 
Like the burning of the idols in 
West Africa this is a sign to the 
whole community that a man has 
taken on himself the yoke of Christ. 
A man who refuses to attend the 
beer-drinks is a marked man. Last 
we demand that regular offerings 
be made to the Church, because 
we believe that it is important for 
the people to understand from the 
beginning what their responsibili-
ties are towards the support of the 
Work of God. 

I recall one such expedition. Our 
rendezvous was Chief Chibuluma's 
village. Coming in from the north 
ours was the first column to arrive. 
We did not look much like soldiers 
as we marshalled our little band in 
a clearing outside the village. 
Perhaps the most military looking 
was our leader, the Rev. James 
Mulala, in khaki uniform, old 
army braces and a peaked topee. 
Peter Likanke looked like any other 
wayfarer, except that he walked 
barefoot and carried his precious 
Askari boots tied by their laces 
round his neck. It is true I was 
wearing an olive green shirt, but no 
one would know the meaning of the 
letters U.S.N. on the pocket. My 

some of our most difficult problems. 
Dr. Kraemer in his book The 
Christian Message in a Non-Christian 
World1 wrote, "The pagan idea of 
religious and moral life is thoroughly 
legalistic. Sin therefore is only 
understood in a very external way. 
Legalism stands in radical contrast 
to the real meaning of the Christian 
Faith and Ethic. Yet these people 
expect from the new religion a 
clear and definite moral code, 
because that is their instinctive 
need." In the quarterly Leaders' 
Meeting there is the ever-present 
danger that we shall sit as a court 
administering our own legal code, 
rather than as a band of Christ's 
disciples wrestling with each prob-
lem of Christian behaviour in its 
context of pagan life, and trying to 
discover the will of God for the 
people of His Church. 

Our methods of building up the 
Church in Christ are as follows: 
We choose one month of the year, 
usually August, when we gather a 
group of Christians from the villages 
at the mission station for a "Bible 
School." For ten days we sing, and 
pray, and search the Scriptures, 
then we go out together to preach. 
Our practice is to hold a firelight 
service in a village in the evening, 
sleep there overnight and gather 
the people again in the morning to 
make sure that the message of the 
night before has been driven home. 
When we have gathered more than 
eight or ten converts in one village 
we form them into a band and ask 
them to choose their own leader 
who generally turns out to be the 
only literate member amongst them. 
We demand from those who have 

1

. Edinburgh House Press.  

rope-soled shoes were ex-Tank 
Corps and my aluminium water-
bottle bore the mystic letters A.R.P. 
We sang lustily as we marched in 
Indian file down the narrow bush 
path leading to the village. 

Later that day the sometimes 
"mobile" columns—for African 
bicycles often seem to be as much 
pushed as ridden—came in from 
the south and the west. That 
evening was the high spot of our 
campaign. As we sat round the fire 
at night the leader of each group 
told the story of his march. We had 
all set out the week before after the 
fortnight's Bible School a little un-
certain of what was going to 
happen; now we found what every-
one finds who goes out in the Name 
of his Lord to lift Him up, and we 
rejoiced because our names were 
written in Heaven. 

One after another the stories 
were told; James led off, "We 
found the Word of God strong in 
our mouths, and when we preached 
at night it slept in the ears of the 
people so that they came back in 
the morning to give themselves up. 
We came like the Arabs long ago 
taking many prisoners, but we 
bound them with the yoke of Jesus 
and we left them to do His service 
in their own homes." 

Ngwewa from the south was so 
excited he had to stand up and 
enact the story before our eyes. He 
told us how many had turned their 
backs on the City of Destruction 
and borne bravely the mockery of 
their neighbours. "Perhaps most," 
he said, "still carry the burden of 
their sin, but we have pointed out the 
light that shines above the wicket 
gate. Their feet are in the Way." 

Jonah from the west had met 
with indifference and apathy, but 
in thirteen villages the Word had 
been faithfully declared. Though 
they had wiped off the dust of 
their feet against some people, yet 
they knew that the Kingdom of 
God had come nigh unto them. 

Our morale was high as we 
gathered the next morning for the 
prayer meeting. All night there had 
been drumming and dancing at the 
village beer-drink, but when their 
bawdy songs disturbed our prayers 
we burst out singing, and our hymns 
prevailed. The preaching that Sun-
day bit deep. It was a call for 
decision. In the Name of Christ, 
James made the demand, "Today 
you choose. Either you join the 
army of Christ which means bap-
tism unto the remission of sins and 
membership in the Church, or you 
fight against us using every device 
that Satan puts into your hands, 
drunkenness, ignorance, sloth and 
filth." That day we called the 
people to remember that sixty 
years ago their grandfathers had 
taken up their spears to defend their 
homes and their cattle against 
Lewanika and his Barotse hordes. 
Today they heard again the call to 
arms, "Put on the whole armour of 
God, and stand !" 

Then for eleven months until 
August comes again we must carry 
on the unspectacular work of estab-
lishing the churches in the Faith. 
The people must be instructed in 
the Catechism, they must be taught 
to sing and read with understanding 
the Word of God. As fishers of men 
we not only cast the drag net into 
the sea, but when it is drawn up on 
the shore we are God's agents in the 
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SIN'S STRONGHOLDS IT NOW . . 
Work on the Copperbelt 

By DAVID M. RAMUSHU and A. E. H. FIELDER 

sorting of the fish. The Circuit 
Evangelist can never rest; in all 
weathers he is out on his bicycle 
visiting the churches in the villages. 
There are books to be distributed 
to those who can read, and the 
illiterate must be encouraged to 
learn. 

Not every village can be visited 
every week, so a letter has to be 
prepared, duplicated and sent out 
to the village leaders to give them 
guidance and encouragement. The 
quarterly class money must be  

collected and the class tickets 
written out. 

When the pioneer missionaries 
came out, they found that before 
they could even begin to plough 
they had to clear the bush. Even 
when the land is under cultivation, 
it has to be ploughed and cross 
ploughed to keep it in good heart. 
Even when the seeds are planted 
they have to be watered. Our need 
here is still for ploughmen, the land 
is rich and the harvest will be 
plenteous. 

AYOUNG man who has been 
working on the Copperbelt 
may after a year or so return 

to his village for a few months' 
leave. He went a poor man, 
wearing just one or two very old 
garments, and he returns looking 
physically fitter and obviously more 
prosperous. His young brother 
probably decides to follow his 
example and seek work on the 
copper mines too, and with diffi-
culty gets sufficient money to pay 
his fare on the bus, in which after  

a long and tiring journey on foot 
he will complete his trek to the 
Copperbelt. 

No matter what any young 
African has heard previously about 
life on the Copperbelt, his first 
impression must be one of amaze-
ment, and his second of bewilder-
ment. Coming, as most do, from a 
village consisting of twenty to 
thirty huts in the midst of bush to 
the edge of a mine compound of 
fifteen hundred to three thousand 
houses in a vast area with scarcely 

31  
30 



a tree left standing amongst them, 
is it any wonder that he gazes in 
amazement? In his village the huts 
were round, made of brown mud 
and thatched. Here in a mine com-
pound they are square or rectan-
gular little white-washed houses 
with shining iron or aluminium 
roofs, and built in straight rows to 
a regular geometrical pattern. 

Nearby looms the headgear of 
the copper mine and the whirl and 
throb of engines can be heard night 
and day, with an occasional explo-
sion denoting underground blasting. 

Feelings of amazement quickly 
turn to bewilderment as the new-
comer quite probably hears many 
different languages spoken as he 
walks through the compound. Per-
haps he may soon see a man with 
his own tribal markings, who speaks 
the same language and can advise 
him where to go to find the man 
who is ever ready to help new-
comers, the Tribal Representative. 
Every tribe in every compound 
elects its own tribal representative 
to help all members of their tribe, 
especially new recruits, in every 
way he can. He it is who will help 
the young man from the village to 
trace friends or relatives in the 
African townships, to find accom-
modation and go through the 
formalities of being accepted for 
mine work. Each new recruit must 
be thoroughly examined medically, 
injected against typhoid, and if up 
to standard equipped with the 
necessary working kit, helmet, boots 
and an identification bracelet. 
Owing to the drift of population to 
and from the mines, housing is a 
very difficult problem for the mine 
authorities, and frequently several  

young men have to share a one-
roomed hut for sleeping and 
cooking, and sometimes more than 
one family has to crowd in together. 
Strict vigilance however is kept to 
free the compounds of loafers. 

Every arrival to the Copperbelt 
comes seeking wealth, money to 
buy the things he longs for, better 
clothes, pots and perhaps a bicycle. 
For the first two weeks he works for 
rations only, but after that he draws 
an additional wage, starting at 
perhaps 49s. 6d. per month. There 
are various grades of work, and the 
highest the ordinary African miner 
can earn is about £6 per month as 
well as his weekly rations in meat, 
mealie meal, cooking oil and 
potatoes. Rations are also issued to 
wives and children, but no meat is 
given with them. 

Work is on eight-hourly shifts, 
and as there is an average of 
thirteen hours' daylight throughout 
the year, a worker has ample time 
for recreation of one form or an- 
other. Many seek relaxation in the 
beer halls, where they find literally 
hundreds of others passing the time 
talking and drinking "Kaffir beer," 
or hoping for a drink. This is the 
great gathering place for those who 
have time on their hands ; here they 
find music, dancing and companion-
ship, and here much money is 
wasted. The monthly takings at the 
beer halls in one mine town are as 
high as £5,200, the profits of which 
finance the welfare recreational 
centre. A smaller proportion of men 
attends the activities of the welfare 
centre, where they can learn crafts, 
play games, hear lectures and see 
the cinematograph. Some family 
men like to help their wives in a 

garden away on the outskirts of the 
compound, or to go fuel gathering 
out in the surrounding bush; and 
many others like to sit in the sun 
and talk with their neighbours or 
go visiting. 

In every African compound or 
township the mine provides a clinic 
with a full-time European sister in 
charge and several African order-
lies. Cases that cannot attend the 
clinic receive attention in their 
homes, but still more severe cases 
are taken by ambulance to the 
African hospital for the area. It is 
difficult for newcomers to the 
Copperbelt to realise that white-
man's medicine is good for him and 
his family too, so although he is 
compelled to attend the clinic he 
frequently seeks advice, in secret, of 
the one-time village witch doctor, 
now turned miner, who may be 
living in the compound. 

The moral and spiritual perils 
attending this new form of life are 
very great indeed. Coming from a 
bush village where life is strictly 
disciplined by tribal elders to an 
intricate pattern of tribal law and 
custom, the young man wishing to 
earn money on the mine straight-
away faces many problems. He 
finds himself surrounded by many 
different tribes, with differing cus-
toms. Some of the men he has to 
live or work with may laugh at or 
question his customs, and probably 
for the first time in his life he begins 
to question them himself. In village 
life material possessions did not 
count to any great extent, for they 
were largely communal. But here in 
urban areas where life runs on a 
money basis, the African begins to 
think in terms of money values, and  

his outlook, as contrasted with that 
of his primitive background which 
was essentially spiritual—even 
though only at a low level—now 
becomes starkly materialistic. 

The separation of husbands and 
wives over long periods often proves 
disastrous and not infrequently 
homes are permanently broken up. 
Many a young wife coming with 
her husband to live in the mine 
compound straight from the village 
sees other women with finer clothes 
and possessions of their own, and 
is told by them that if she too wants 
them she must earn money for 
herself, which can easily be done as 
a prostitute. Her old tribal fears 
come to her mind immediately, 
that if she is unfaithful death or 
harm will come to her husband or 
her children, but there around her 
are many men and women who 
can tell her they have proved this 
false, and so perhaps she follows 
their example. 

A man in the village only drank 
beer when it was given and divided 
among the community, but here he 
finds that he can buy it himself, and 
with money in his pocket perhaps 
for the first time the temptation is 
very great. Beer brewing is con-
trolled in the African townships, 
but illicit brewing is widespread on 
the outskirts, the product being a 
doctored variety of considerable 
potency. 

Gambling both amongst men and 
women is becoming prevalent, an 
evil which was entirely unknown in 
village life. 

The Church has a supreme part 
to play in the life of the African 
compound, and is the answer to a 
need in both individual and social 
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life that nothing else can replace. 
There are groups of Christians in 
every compound and location. Some 
have their own church buildings, 
and others meet in the rooms of day-
schools or, failing that, the open 
air. African ministers and evan-
gelists carry a large part of the 
religious work that is done, although 
wherever the European missionary 
is available his help and experience 
are greatly valued. 

The primary tasks of the Church 
are to proclaim the gospel of God's 
redeeming love, and to build up the 
Christians into a witnessing com-
munity. To this end services are 
held each Sunday, and in the week 
classes for those wanting to learn 
about the faith and for the bap-
tized members. There is an urgent 
need for the Church to provide a 
social outlet that will take the place 
of the beer-drinking festivities and 
gatherings of both village and 
urban life. 

An indirect and yet most impor-
tant feature of Copperbelt church 
life is the breaking down of long-
standing tribal barriers. Previously 
in each village the African Church 
consisted of members of one tribe 
only, but the mine compound con-
gregation consists of many different 
tribes, some of which have a long 
tradition of enmity and strife. Thus 
the African from a Bemba village 
church who joins a town congre-
gation may find himself sitting next 
to a person from the Lamba, Ngoni, 
Tumbuka, or some other tribe. In 
this way the Church is becoming 
the means of a new and enlarged 
fellowship. The Church is in fact a 
new community which unites all 
peoples in the love of our Master. 

Special work is being done 
amongst women, for the young 
urban parent away from the older 
women of her village is sadly 
bewildered with her new responsi-
bilities and needs much help and 
training to build a Christian home. 
Women missionaries with the help 
of African Christian women hold 
many practical classes, linked up 
with Christian principles, in child-
care, cookery, sewing and other 
domestic subjects. When staff are 
available the women's fellowship 
movement holds an annual four-day 
conference for women from the 
different churches. During this time 
they study the Bible and pray 
together, and discuss how they are 
to break away from wrong tradi-
tions and form new ones especially 
in the urgent matter of training 
their daughters towards Christian 
marriage and a fuller view of 
womanhood. 

In every compound the Church 
needs to become the centre of 
witness, and though some congre-
gations have already had much 
training and gained experience in 
winning their fellow Africans, others 
wait for leadership. 

In December, 1949, another 
attempt was made to supply this 
need for training in responsible 
leadership. All the Copperbelt lay 
pastors (evangelists) met with two 
European missionaries in a com-
pound church for a week of 
training and of practical experience 
in campaigning. They spent the 
mornings and afternoons in devo-
tional periods, Bible reading, and 
studying the messages of the 
Christian faith, with intimate talks 
together on the life of a Christian in  

the home. The early evening was 
the time for practical witness. At 
4 p.m. the evangelists and leaders 
met in the church for prayer, and 
then set off along the path to the 
location market place. On the 
journey they were joined by Christ-
ians of the local church, who had 
come straight from their work. 
Together they made a procession, 
and singing the strains of "God so 
loved the World" and "Stand up, 
stand up for Jesus" they entered the 
location. Within a few seconds of 
their arrival at the market place a 
big crowd gathered. One party was 
left to witness to these, and others, 
according to a pre-arranged plan, 
went on to different centres to 

speak and sing to their fellows of 
the good news of Christ. The mes-
sage varied from night to night. 
On one it was of Christ bringing 
freedom from slavery of sin and 
fear, on another of God's love and 
friendship offered in Christ, on yet 
another of the price He paid, for 
He died for us in our need. At each 
meeting both non-Christians and 
others who had become indifferent 
responded to the invitation and 
accepted His offer of forgiveness 
and friendship. It was grand to 
notice how the new converts were 
greeted with unmistakable joy by 
their fellow Africans and were 
assured of all the help and guidance 
the Church could give. 
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O THAT ALL MIGHT CATCH THE 
FLAME 

Work in Kafue Training Institute 

By J. LEONARD MATTHEWS 

There is a sense in which it is true 
that the strength of a District is the 
strength of its training institutions. It 
is perhaps even more true of the African 
than of the European that the Christian 
Way he grasps is not the "Way" as it 
is taught but the "Way" as it is lived, 
and especially as it is lived by people of 
his own race. 

Our Training Institutions (we have 
two, one for youths and one for girls) 
are expected by the Government to turn 
out a certain number of trained teachers 
every year. The Circuits also look to 
them for trained evangelists, and various 
Government departments turn to them 
for a supply of youths and girls who 
have reached a stage in their education 
from which they can proceed to technical 
training as nurses, surveyors, policemen, 
veterinarians, agricultural demonstrators 
and for half-a-dozen other useful ways 
of serving the community. But basically 
the task of the Institutions is to produce 
Christians. 

Our workers face almost every kind 
of problem there is. The boarding 
school life must be lived on a level high 
above the hygienic and cultural standards 
of the village life, but it must be so 
thoroughly African that the lessons 
learned and the habits formed can be 
carried over into village life. The 
African must be taught to respect the 
dignity of his race and the culture of his 
ancestors, and yet he must be in the  

vanguard of progress. He must take an 
intelligent interest in the social and 
political problems of his day, and yet 
somehow he must be protected from the 
self-sufficiency of an adolescent race. He 
must be encouraged to test all things, 
while his mentors watch anxiously to 
see if he is holding fast to that which is 
good. Just as those to whom he is 
ultimately sent will interpret the Christian 
Ethic by the life they see him live, so he 
himself will apprehend the Christian 
character as he sees it portrayed by 
the staff of the Institution. 

Kafue has a creditable examination 
record and a number of those who are 
taking the lead in African affairs are 
its alumni, but it counts as its real 
successes those who have 'caught the 
flame' and who, whether in the employ-
ment of the Society or in other employ-
ment, are playing their part in bringing 
Jesus to their own people. 

The higher classes at Chipembi are 
not as large as those at Kafue. To the 
African parent, especially if he is 
commercially minded, there is no very 
obvious reason for giving his daughters 
a sound education. There were those 
who thought we were premature in 
offering secondary education to African 
girls. But Chipembi has never had 
reason to regret that it seized the oppor-
tunity of opening a door for the young 
women of the country and an increasing 
number are passing through it into a 
fuller and freer life.  

O  VER the years of its ex-
istence Kafue Training 
Institute has won its widen-

ing way in this young country, going 
back as it does to the early days of 
European settlement in Northern 
Rhodesia. 

The school was opened in 5917 on 
Clixby Estate, given to the Primi-
tive Methodist Missionary Society 
by Mr. and Mrs. Clixby, Lincoln-
shire farmers, to meet the need for  

trained evangelists and teachers in 
our village areas. It was the first 
training school established in North-
ern Rhodesia. The first pupils 
accepted were oldish but of proved 
worth, and necessarily of a low 
academic standard. With the pass-
ing of the years the standard rose 
slowly but surely, until the dis-
covery and development of copper 
some hundreds of miles to the 
north opened up new outlets for 
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educated African youth, and earlier 
conceptions of progress had to be 
revolutionised by the introduction 
of new ideas to cope with the new 
obligations and opportunities 
offered. Up to that time skills and 
crafts, including agriculture, had 
played a large part in the educa-
tional system of the school. But now 
the emphasis was on academic 
advance, and the immediate result 
was a rapid rise in academic 
standard, which outstripped other 
Upper and Training Schools in the 
country. 

Clixby Estate is situated in 
beautiful surroundings on the banks 
of the River Kafue ("The Little 
Hippo River"). The Institute build-
ings are surrounded by tree-clad 
hills on which the hues change with 
the seasons and with the varying 
angles of the sun. At evening the 
hills are sometimes various shades 
of blue and sometimes black : some-
times mist-covered, sometimes clear-
ly defined. In the spring the trees 
are clothed with foliage ranging 
from lightest to deepest green, and 
from yellow through orange to 
darkest red. The river flows placidly 
past the school, but a few miles 
further down plunges and eddies in 
swirling waterfalls, cataracts, weirs 
and cascades through the little 
known Kafue Gorge. The cleft that 
is the entrance to this gorge is 
visible from the Institute. 

The original school buildings had 
been erected during the First World 
War, but time and white ants 
wrought their havoc, and by the 
outbreak of the Second World War 
it had become necessary to rebuild. 
The site was changed to the present 
one from which can be seen Bulengo 

Hill which David Livingstone 
climbed to get his bearings when 
travelling in the area. Ambitious 
plans were drawn up to cater for 
the needs of the day, but much 
curtailment was enforced by war 
conditions and the need for 
economy. 

With the opening of the new 
buildings there was a review of 
policy to meet current and future 
needs. Up to then all candidates 
accepted for training were both 
evangelists and teachers. When men 
were chosen to train as teachers 
because of their evangelical fervour, 
this policy was correct. Now, how-
ever, more and more time was 
being demanded for classroom 
teaching and candidates were 
offering who did not feel called to 
the work of an evangelist. Therefore 
two avenues of Christian service 
were offered—either as evangelist 
or as teacher. This did not mean 
that teachers should do no Church 
work; on the contrary it was to be 
part of the scheme that teachers-in-
training should be taught leadership 
in the Church and become Local 
Preachers, Class Leaders, Stewards 
or Sunday School Teachers. Our 
greatest problem is that the 
Northern Rhodesian African has 
become alarmingly materialistic in 
outlook; the idea of sacrificing or 
doing anything for anyone else—
except for personal financial gain—
or of doing any sort of voluntary 
service tends to become foreign to 
his nature and outlook. 

The need for Christian service 
and for service generally to the 
community has long been stressed 
and endeavours have been made to 
inculcate this into their lives. That  

education is not mere book learning 
and that a retentive memory is no 
guarantee of advance in culture 
and education need to be under-
lined. Rather, we have said, an 
educated man is one who can apply 
his acquired knowledge in everyday 
activities and contracts. How to 
accomplish this? Firstly and 
supremely, to be followers of Jesus 
Christ and accept His sacrificial 
attitude ; secondly, to work faith-
fully for a cause, in this case for 
their school immediately and for 
the community in after years; and 
thirdly, through loyalty to school 
and country. 

Thus we have endeavoured to 
deepen the spiritual life and make 
co-workers with Christ. Annual 
Conferences to get this across have 
been tried with moderate success. 
A school badge has been introduced 
with the motto "Citizens of Two 
Kingdoms." Slowly the significance 
of this is being acquired. The 
emphasis we strive after is that 
Christian education will play an 
important part in all spheres of the 
life of the community. 

Our latest venture is a Junior 
Trades School. Up to now the 
economic structure of the country 
had little use for the boys who had 
passed Standard IV and were 
unable to go on to the Upper 
School. Three factors drastically 
limited the numbers proceeding 
beyond Standard IV, only about 
one-sixth of those passing that 
standard being able to go further. 
These factors were, firstly, that the 
foundations in village schools were 
so badly laid through indifferent 
teaching that only the brightest and 
best could manage the Institute  

course; secondly, that financial strin-
gency in the homes of the pupils 
made it difficult for lads to continue 
for any length of time at the school; 
and thirdly, the Government policy 
was to restrict the number of those 
going on to Standard VI to those 
who could be absorbed into the 
trades and professions of the terri-
tory. The Trades School gives these 
post Standard IV lads a chance to 
train as builders and woodworkers, 
thereby learning to earn their 
living and be of use to the com-
munity. It is hoped that many will 
return to their rural areas and work 
there, either in their own businesses 
or on the staffs of the Native 
Authorities. As a dream of the 
future we hope we shall be able to 
add other trades and agriculture. 

The Middle and Upper Schools 
also get sufficient technical instruc-
tion to help them to co-ordinate the 
physical and the mental. The 
Normal School students are in-
structed in those subjects which will 
aid them to do their work as 
teachers in village schools, where 
they may be required to meet 
emergencies in building and other 
manual subjects or to advise others 
how these should be tackled. 

The spiritual life of the nearby 
town and surrounding villages is 
cared for by Local Preachers, and 
evangelists-in-training take Class 
Meetings week by week, thereby 
gaining valuable practice under 
close supervision. Annual campaigns 
in rural areas give an opportunity 
for those evangelists-to-be to put 
into use what they have learned in 
the classroom and to concentrate 
their evangelical zeal for the good 
of the area chosen. 
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Institution for a course to fit him 
further for that end. 

The evangelists-in-training are 
usually few—but they will play an 
important part in the development 
of the Church in the Territory. 
Out of one year's enrolment four 
were teachers, one was a medical 
orderly and the other was a 
village headman's son. Different 
in academic attainment they are 
nevertheless one in their desire to 
spread the Evangel and they study 
together with mutual advantage. 
Today they are studying and 
listening to lectures in their class- 
room which has a library y of 
suitable books. Tomorrow they will 
visit the various societies in village 
and town, talking to the people, 
conducting classes for catechumens, 
for those on trial and for full 
members. The village population is 
in comparatively small units and 
involves a considerable amount of 
travel, especially in the rainy 
season when the people are mostly 
dispersed in their gardens. On 
Sundays services are conducted by 
evangelists-in-training and local 
preachers, often in competition 
with the all-pervading evil of the 
beer-drink. In training or in full-
time employment, the work of an 
evangelist in building up the Church 
in Northern Rhodesia is a difficult 
one. 

Our teacher training is for elemen-
tary school teachers whose pro-
fession until fairly recent years was 
practically the only one for which 
those who had passed Standard IV 
(later VI) could train. 

It is almost invidious to pick out 
teachers who have served their 
Church faithfully. Several have 

The materialistic outlook of the 
people of Northern Rhodesia has 
been mentioned; a Christian Train-
ing School is the most likely agency 
to combat this. Consider the people 
and their background: fifty years 
ago life was moving in circles 
without appreciable progress; cause 
and effect was an unknown concept, 
all effect being the result of magic 
and the direct influence of ancestral 
spirits. The missionaries arrived and 
the circle took on an elliptical shape. 
Then copper was found and 
material progress caused life to 
shoot off at a tangent—much too 
fast to allow adjustment by the 
African mind. 

A glimpse of some of the person-
alities that the Institute has helped 
to develop and a peep at some of 
the classes of the school as it sets 
about its work today may help to 
create a picture of our work and 
show how we attempt to develop 
the spiritual, mental and physical 
life of those entering this Institute. 

The Institute has supplied most 
of the ministers, evangelists and 
teachers for the work of the Church 
in Northern Rhodesia. An example 
of varied types of these ministers 
can be illustrated by three from the 
Zambesi Valley. One is an older 
man who was amongst the first 
batch to enter the school when it 
started. After a teaching career he 
felt the call to the ministry at a 
time when there was only one other 
African minister in the District. 
His contacts with his people are 
warm and enthusiastic, with a great 
flare for the dramatic presentation 
of the Gospel. Many will remember  

him holding a large congregation 
enthralled during a Synod village 
service as he pranced up and down 
acting the Gospel story undeterred 
by the rain that was falling at this 
open air gathering. One remembers 
his village background and his old 
mother objecting that he had left 
the ways of his fathers and being 
quite unappreciative of the honour 
of his being called into the ranks of 
the Ministry. 

The other two entered the 
ministry together. The first is the 
son of a teacher contemporary with 
the older man, and is married to the 
daughter of another teacher of the 
same vintage—truly a second gener-
ation Christian who was the first 
evangelist to be trained when the 
new evangelistic course was intro-
duced at the Training Institute. 
He later felt a call to the ministry. 
The other has a village background 
and one remembers his struggle 
against odds to continue his edu-
cation. He became an acceptable 
teacher, was rather a nervous lad 
when he first felt his call and later 
contracted leprosy. He was com-
pletely cured and had a rather 
brilliant studentship in the Theo-
logical Institution. Different types 
all, but each in his own way 
showing the road of salvation to 
masses, who, as yet, have not 
grasped the significance of our 
message. 

Of evangelists the doyen is one 
who was honoured by His Majesty 
King George VI in the conferment 
of a Certificate of Honour. After 
years of faithful service as a teacher 
he felt the call to devote his remain-
ing years of service to the sole work 
of evangelism and re-entered his old 
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served for round about thirty years 
in a country where fifteen years' 
continuous service is regarded as 
considerable. A worthy example of 
service is that of a teacher who had 
infantile paralysis which left him a 
partial cripple but who neverthe-
less started up a school in a small 
township, to which he was appoin- 
ted where there were several ineffi-
cient "schools," and in a short time 
established a large well-run school; 
he made no excuse for his physical 
handicap and faithfully conducted 
Class Meetings and services. He 
lived under conditions that would 
have daunted a less stalwart spirit 
in a squalid location that was a 
disgrace to the authorities con- 
cerned—a small mud and pole hut, 
a leaky roof with a school of forked 
poles and thatched roof. All this 
without complaint, with time drag- 
ging on until eventually a building 
was put at our disposal where he 
and the school could be reasonably 
housed. His position was a respon-
sible one as his was a practising 
school where he had teachers in 
training under his care. 

As things develop there are now 
many avenues open for those with 
some higher education and it is 
difficult to find a sufficient number 
of suitable candidates for teacher 
training. About half the school time 
of the teachers-in-training is spent 
in class-work studying methods, 
principles and organisation, pre- 
paration of equipment and in 
generally being prepared mentally 
for their future life's work. The rest 
of the time is spent in building, 
carpentry, carving, project work 
and practice teaching in six elemen-
tary schools. The project for one 
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year is to build a new demon-
stration school which in the next 
couple of years will be furnished by 
the efforts of the students. 

The Junior Trades School will 
prepare post Standard IV boys for 
a life's work as builders and wood-
workers, and the students enter into 
their training with zeal. The course 
is academic as well as practical, 
and our object is to bring their 
standard in certain suitable subjects 
up to the equivalent of Standard 
VI before they complete their 
three-year course. The carpenters' 
shop is a hive of activity and is the 
most popular part of their training. 
Here they are employed in making 
door and window frames or roof 
trusses; there making furniture; 
outside another set is hanging a 
door and yet another constructing 
a pole roof for thatching. In this 
corner they are practising brick-
laying and a series of practice 
corners in brick are laid out, 
after which these students will 
start on actual building. In the 
classroom a section is doing geo-
metrical drawing and plans, or 
religious instruction, arithmetic, 
civics or English. 

The Upper School course is of 
three years' duration during which 
the academic standard is brought 
to VI, and handicrafts are taught 
including a knowledge of carpentry, 
bricklaying, carving, basketry, 
thatching and—probably the most 
important—animal husbandry and 
agriculture, which latter subject is 
taken by the pupils during the 
third year. Our land is of poor 
quality for agricultural purposes, 
but a valuable lesson in improve-
ment of land is taught on selected  

plots by contour ridging, crop 
rotation and composting and irri-
gation. The estate of 3,80o acres is 
however a valuable one for animal 
husbandry with five miles of river 
frontage which, in a country where 
there is no rain for six months of 
the year, is a valuable asset. The 
boys tend cattle, pigs, goats and 
poultry, and are taught a sense of 
responsibility by being put in 
charge of one of these sections in 
groups under their own chosen 
leaders. 

The Middle School (III and IV) 
has been established to meet the 
needs of those who have passed 
through our elementary practising 
schools, and the pupils help where 
they are needed, and so learn by 
doing. There have been numerous 
cases of boys, whose parents have 
not been interested in education, 
earning their way through school 
by their own initiative. An example 
of this is one who lived in a sparsely 
populated area where there were 
not sufficient children to warrant 
the establishment of a school. He 
heard the call of learning and alone 
of all the children in that area 
faced the opposition of his people; 
he made his way—a considerable 
distance—to Kafue and eventually 
became a teacher. He had to work 
each holiday to earn money for 
fees and other requirements and 
was unable to visit his home over a 
period of ten years. He is now a 
candidate for the ministry. After 
one of our present boys had had a 
vacation job the lady who had 
employed him wrote, "The most 
pleasing thing was his cheerful 
disposition; he has always a smile 
and song no matter how irksome  

the job is on hand.... I found him 
quite fearless in speaking his mind, 
he says what he thinks and not 
what he thinks I want him to say, 
but this not in a forward or cheeky 
way. He is also very truthful and I 
found him a very pleasant lad to 
have around and will be happy to 
employ him in the next vacation.... 
This lad has the real outlook on 
life... ." 

Women's work amongst the wives 
of those in training and others on 
the station plays an important part. 
The Sisterhood meets regularly as 
do sewing classes and child welfare 
clinics. Unfortunately much that 
could be done has to be omitted 
until more staff can be obtained. 
One of the most valuable contri-
butions is in periodic Women 
Helpers' Courses in which wives are 
trained to be of service to women 
when they leave the Institute. 

We train Sunday School teachers 
from suitable students, and there 
is great enthusiasm for this work 
which will benefit the various 
circuits in which these young men 
will later be stationed. 

This is a country where medical 
services are inadequate to meet the 
needs of the population. Belief in 
magic, superstition and witchcraft 
is deeply rooted and European 
medicine has been largely suspect. 
The Government is finding it 
difficult to procure the necessary 
staff for the rapidly increasing 
medical development which seeks  

to overcome prejudice, so to a 
large degree medical facilities out-
side the industrial areas will depend 
upon mission medical agencies for 
many years to come, and we at 
Kafue Training Institute have a 
great opportunity to serve the 
people in this capacity. During the 
past decade there has been a some-
what rapid increase in the number 
of people attending the dispensary 
both as in-patients and out-patients, 
and we have been embarrassed by 
numbers, especially when no Euro-
pean nurse has been available. Our 
buildings have proved totally inade-
quate for in-patients, and we have 
been compelled to add more huts to 
accommodate them. Ours is the 
only medical agency for thirty 
miles in one direction and a hundred 
miles or more in other directions. 
Midwifery frequently goes wrong 
in the villages and many are the 
calls we get to deal with cases, which 
if brought to us in the first instance 
would have been normal deliveries. 
During 195o we seemed to gain the 
confidence of the people of this 
area and we dealt with about 
forty confinements. In 1951 a new 
maternity block was being added 
to our buildings to meet this ever-
present need. 

And so we seek to obey the 
Master's commission to make dis-
ciples from all nations using every 
possible agency as bridges across 
the gulf that separates primitive 
animism from Christian civilisation. 
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