
Kenninghall News 
Issue 200 May 2017 

Notes from the editor

1997 was one of those momentous years. From the outpouring of grief over 
the death of Princess Diana to the excitement of the first Labour 
government for eighteen years; the last time the UK won the Eurovision 
Song Contest, to the curiosity at how the new French manager at Arsenal 
was going on at the end of his first season; the return of Hong Kong to 
China, to the arrival of the Teletubbies.

Closer to home there were two very significant events in Kenninghall. In 
February the Red Lion reopened for business after being closed for about 
seven years. However (and with apologies to Mandy) in March an even more 
momentous event happened with the first issue of the Kenninghall News! I 
have no idea whether those involved in its birth thought it would last as 
long as this, but here we are twenty years later with the 200th issue.

A few months ago I asked if anyone still had a copy of that first issue, to 
see how things have altered since then, and that request has been well 
and truly answered. A copy was received, which I have scanned, and it sits 
in the two centre pages of this newsletter. It means that the usual format 
of consolidating local events in the centre pages has been changed for this 
issue, but I think it’s justified and it will return to normal next month. 

The newsletter has certainly changed over the years - I will leave it to 
you to decide whether for better or worse. I am impressed that some 
clubs are still going strong but I do wonder what happened to the Good 
Companions Club - or is it just hiding somewhere?



2
2

ST. MARY’S KENNINGHALL CHURCH STILL CLOSED FOR  REPAIRS
 During May we are invited to join in Worship at these Churches in our 
 Guiltcross Benefice

 St. John the Baptist, Garboldisham: May Services
 Sunday 7th May 9.30am Holy Communion
 Sunday 14th May 9.30am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
                      10.30am All age Family Worship
 Sunday 21st May 9.30am Holy Communion
                      3pm Music in May Concert (in Church)
 Thursday 25th May 7pm Holy Communion, Ascension Day Liturgy
 Sunday 28th May 9.30am Holy Communion

 
 St Peter’s Riddlesworth: May Service
 Sunday 28th May 6.30pm Prayer Book Evensong 
 

Song and Dance, African Style
As I approach the Township Church 
to take part in the Service I can 
hear singing already. Later, in the 
middle of the first hymn, without 
warning, several young ladies get up 
and dance, in perfect rhythm, up and  
down the centre aisle!

I struggle to find my mobile and the 
camera button (ever been there!?). 
It’s all inspirational, and the Verger, 
seeing the look on my face, leans 
over and says “It’s our joy with 
Jesus”.

Well …… Amen to that, I say.
 

Tel: 01953 888533



 Useful telephone/email contacts:
 Amblers: 01953 888343 or 888483
 Carpet Bowls Club: 01379 687305

Gardening Club Plus: 01953 888483
 K’hall Lands’ Trust: 01953 888117

(email) lands-trust@kenninghall.org.uk
 Kenninghall Morris: 01953 888291

 K’hall Pre-Schl Nursery: 01953 888048

K’hall Primary School: 01953 887286
Kings Ride GP Surgery: 01953 887208

 Parish Council: 01953 887521
 Playing Field : 01953 887521

 Red Lion Bowls Club: 01953 887566
 St Mary’s Bell Ringers: 01953 888117

 The Red Lion pub: 01953 887849
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  Café Church

 
 
 
 Thank you to everyone who came along on 8th April to our “Café Church” at the Red
 Lion. We hope that all the ‘new’ faces at our gathering will still support us when we
 return to the Church.
 The next Café Church will be on Saturday 13th May - at the Red Lion, thanks to 
 Mandy. The Gardening Club will be having their Plant Stall at the same event, so come
 along and support us all. If you have any spare plants, or need any for your ,
 garden, come along between 10am and 11.45am.
 We look forward to seeing you. Plus, of course, come for coffee and cake!!

I join with Church Warden Mrs Anne Wood in the following,
As you will have noticed, work on the Church is moving along on schedule 
which means, if all goes well, we can plan a special reopening service, 
probably on Sunday June 10th.
This will also be an opportunity to mourn the passing, and celebrate the life of, 
our dear friend, Church Warden and Organist David Gee who, although 
resident in East.Harling, was a stalwart supporter of church life here in 
Kenninghall. He will be very sadly missed.
Final plans will be in next month’s newsletter but please keep the date in 
mind.                                  Keith



 

  
 

  

  
 
 The AGM was held on 28th
 March at Lophams’ Village Hall
 and the Committee was voted
 back “en bloc”. Members found
 out about next year’s programme
 of meetings and visits, while they
 enjoyed wine and cheese. A
 pictorial garden quiz set by Avril
 Broughton was won by Eve Boyd.
 Chitted Wilja potato tubers were
 handed out for a competition to
 see who can grow the heaviest 
 yield of potatoes from one tuber
 in a bucket by the middle of August.

  
          
 
 
 

 Look out for more details of visits and meetings in the newsletter and on 
 posters around the village.
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 What should we be doing in our 

gardens?
     For May:

       Regularly hoe to keep weeds under control;
       Watch out for late frosts and be prepared to
       protect tender plants;
       Mow lawns weekly;
       Earth up potatoes and still ok to plant some
       more;
       Good time to fertilise the lawn with high
       Nitrogen fertiliser and to apply weedkiller;
       Plant out summer bedding - make sure  
       plants are hardened off;
       Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of 
       daffodils and other spring bulbs;
       Open greenhouse doors and vents on 
       warm days.

Our first evening garden visit is on Thursday 11th May at 7pm
Gabriel’s Garden, 4 Common Road, Gissing, Diss IP22 5UR

There will be refreshements provided

If anyone requires a lift, please meet in the Market Place at 6.30pm

The Plant Sale is on Saturday 13th May (10am to 11.45am) outside the 
Red Lion.

There will be a good variety of plants at very reasonable prices.



Noise and Drones

Ah! The joys of spring - when us 
oldies realise we’ve cheated death 
again and survived another winter. 
The migrants are with us again, having 
crossed many borders, looking for 
nesting sites. Once more we can drink 
in the uplifting peace of the 
countryside in sunshine and equable 
heat, listening to the skylarks, 
blackcaps, yellowhammers and….. 
wait! What’s that high-pitched buzzing 
noise up in the sky?

Here comes a drone. It swings over 
the fields and gardens at tree height, 
pausing now and then to watch us at 
leisure within our property enclaves, 
its controller watching every move we 
make via the hi-resolution camera, 
recording security details we would 
rather not have him know. Our 2 metre 
garden fence or wall becomes invisible 
and our private lives are violated by an 
all-seeing eye. Fortunately, the Police 
are onto this latest threat to our 
privacy - and you should object and 
complain to their operators if you 
encounter this technological pox.

Not only that, but newly-transported 
suburbanites seem to have brought 
their garden vacuum cleaners, blowers 
and jet power washers with them, and 
use them all morning and afternoon - 
yet more whining noise to cope with. 

Don’t people use a brush, shovel and 
a bucket of water any more?

And I say this to that drone operator 
(and his mother) - I know who you are; 
consider yourself outed.

Lt. Donald Canard, R.N. 
Kenninghall

Recent hospital visit: 'The Wrong 
Test'

Fresh as a rather elderly daisy, and 
only slightly groggy from a shoulder 
operation I had last Tuesday, it was 
back to hospital for a 'swallowing test'. 
Not an endoscopy, not a gastroscopy, 
rather something 'completely different' 
I'd been told weeks ago when it was 
booked - a 'video swallow'. This was to 
be a live action 3D X-ray film (with 
sound) to try and find out exactly what 
happens when I swallow anything, and 
why it has felt - for years - that there's 
a large lump of lard or similar 
unpleasantness lodged in my throat 
after eating or drinking.

'Peter er.. Mer..lukia?' came a doubtful 
voice from the waiting room doorway. I 
acknowledged this was probably me, 
which elicited a radiant smile from the 
doorway. Cooing wood pigeon noises 
were then made by head-on-one-side 
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Nurse Angela, with hands held in 
prayer formation as she outlined the 
'procedure' with 'is that OK?' repeated 
every 5 seconds. What her next move 
would have been if I'd said 'No, it isn't 
OK stupid girl!' will forever be 
unknown, but the cooing noises 
continued till we were in the X-Ray 
room.

'Do you think you could put your er.. 
things down on this chair? Would that 
be OK?' (slight wording variation 
here). Although Angela was clad in the 
regulation white, at this point her very 
large plain-clothes colleague loomed 
noisily... dressed in a loud black and 
yellow striped wasp-top and over-tight 
black tights, ending in clumpy black 
bootees made of iron, going by the 
noise they made. This 'no nonsense' 
colleague was obviously in charge, 
Angela melted into the background, 
still mumbling 'is that OK?' to the 
furniture and I attributed the boss's 
abrupt and rather military manner to 
the tights being less than comfortable.

After a choking 'drink' of 'Top Quality 
Quick Setting Cement - just perfect for 
all your household glueing tasks' ('Is 
that OK?') I was given a rock-hard little 
biscuit thing smeared with something 
cement coloured to munch, rather like 
tarmac but possibly a little harder to 
swallow, and we all watched the video 
display as it headed s-l-o-w-l-y down 
my throat, then back up again, then 
back down again...

Then came the Interesting 

Development.

Ms Wasp-Top, who had been 
drumming bright red nails on a glass-
topped table, suddenly barked..'This is 
the wrong test! The problem isn't.. 
here...' pointing at on-screen throat).. 
'it's here!' (pointing further down)... in 
the oesophagus!' The barking 
continued (the tights were really giving 
her a hard time)...

'Who ordered this?' Mumbles from 
Angela..

'Well really'. was the disgusted 
response, accompanied by staccato 
machine-gun tutting..

'He needs a barium swallow, not 
this..'. an accusing finger pointed at 
the screen. Angela, rather red-faced 
by this time, and with head nearly 
horizontal, was all hand-wringing 
apologies...
'I'm so sorry Mr Er.., we'll arrange it, 
it'll be quite soon, really, quite quite 
soon, and you'll be hearing from your 
GP. I'm so sorry, can't think how that 
happened..'

'Is that OK?'

'Of course!' I assured Angela warmly 
as I stepped rather too smartly off the 
equipment I'd been perched on, 
forgetting about post-anaesthetic 
wobbliness and landed in the arms of 
Ms Wasp-Top. More red faces, more 
mumbles, and '... sure that that's OK?' 
drifted after me as I headed back to 
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View(s) from The Dam (and two 
challenges (and a PS))

I am indebted to our gallant editor for 
making a few changes to the copy I 
submitted for inclusion in the last 
newsletter and I am certain that the 
changes were made in a (surely 
doomed) bid to prevent me from 
making a fool of myself by 
denouncing as a villein the very 
person who is now believed by some 
to have the means to become 
Kenninghall's greatest ever 
benefactor. The 'Potty History' of our 
village may now have to remain 
unwritten for the foreseeable future 
as dark hints have been dropped 
about possible repercussions if the 
sniping from the Republic continues.

Nevertheless, Il Presidente has 
become increasingly worried about 
the sudden and massive increase in 
lorry traffic through our Republic.
This traffic is currently only half as 
bad as it is set to become and I’m 
already twice as worried as I had ever 
hoped I would be about an accident 

happening in what used to be our 
“Quiet Lane”.

If there is anybody else out there who 
feels that this represents an 
inappropriate level of HGV 
movements given the size and 
condition of the road being used, 
please contact Il Presidente at his 
‘Off-White House’ in Dam Green or 
via the email address provided below.

On the challenge issued (and so far 
only accepted by a monkey) that Il 
Presidente will take on anyone in a 
game of chess, there has been no 
response other than from the animal 
kingdom. Needless to say (and in all
modesty), the monkey was no match 
for me and received a sound 
thrashing. A veritable spanking one 
might say. If there are any brave souls 
out there, come and show what you 
are made of and meet us in the 
Banham Barrel on a Monday evening 
from 7:30 or contact me for an online 
game so your anonimity can be 
maintained and public shame be 
avoided.

This brings us neatly to the challenge 
received in which the challenger 
dared me to come out into the open 
and stop hiding behind a psuedonym. 
You are quite right; My name is not 
and never was Presidente and my 
first name is not Il.

I am in fact ….........................
----------------------------------------------

partner. Actually watching stuff not 
being swallowed properly via a side 
view of my skeleton head (all those 
teeth!) was quite interesting, I just felt 
sorry for Poor Angela - well it must 
have been someone's fault, she was 
nearest, and Ms Wasp-Top seemed 
keen to sting someone..

Peter McLuckie
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---------------------------------------------
The Scarlet Pimpernel

Fearless fighter against injustice and 
oppression. Defender of the poor and 
the most modestest person on earth. 
Regrettably I was too slow off the 
mark to get the domain and the email 
address that go with my own name 
and now there are 374 Pimpernels 
already just on Gmail alone so please 
contact me care of: 
crones@btconnect.com or on 
facebook under robbie.crone.5

PS: They say that diamonds are a 
girl's best friend but it looks like 
Calamity May has no fondness for 
precious stones. It appears that she 
May be about to chuck away this 
country's most precious Rock of all.
Some people heh!

Il Presidente

EAST HARLING OLD 
SCHOOL VILLAGE 

HALL

Available for hire at reasonable
 rates

Large hall with modern kitchen
  and toilets 

Suitable for parties, dances, 
events, meetings etc.

  For all enquiries and further 
details please contact  

     Mary Ebbs: 01953 717768 
or mary.2004@hotmail.co.uk
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     South Norfolk Classical Guitar Circle
invites you to join us for an evening

of guitar music.
Sit back and listen to music from

Renaissance to Rock

7.30pm Sunday 4th June 2017
Village Hall
Grove Lane

Tasburgh, NR15 1LR

Suggested donation £5, 
to include light rerfreshments

  All profits go to the 
  Feline Care Cats Rescue Centre

KENNINGHALL BOOKSHOP

                                                        WONDERFUL
        SELECTION

                 ALWAYS OPEN

           20p paperbacks
           50p hardbacks

All in aid of Kenninghall School and the Village Hall.

Rose Cottage, East Church Street
Just follow the signs
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by Steve Gordon, Chairman

Parish Council News May 2017
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Parking - part three

Parking outside the village shop and in the village square generally has 
been a growing issue for some time now. The mixture of residents' cars, 
passing shoppers' vehicles and commercial traffic has been leading to 
some difficult situations arising, particularly from the perspective of the 
village shop. Now the White Horse is back in action the situation risks 
getting more complicated. Mike Humphreys, the owner of the shop and 
post-office, has sought to support of the Parish Council in getting an area 
of time-limited parking outside the shop itself. Following a meeting 
between MIke Humphreys, Cllr Stephen Askew and myself in the Market 
Place, the matter has been passed on to NCC Highways and it is hoped 
that the new engineer appointed to cover our area will provide some 
proposals on how this might be done. In the meantime it is important that 
local residents who need to use the Market Place to park, do their best 
not to park directly in front of the shop front during the shop’s hours of 
business. 

 
Speed Monitoring Equipment Grant Finally Awarded

The long awaited grant from Norfolk County Council has finally been 
awarded and the Parish Council can now place an order to purchase the 
equipment. The funding of the project is split 50:50 with the Parish 
Council matching the £2500 grant received. The equipment will first be 
used in East and West Church Streets to monitor traffic there; there is 
already a team of volunteers ready to help. After that, because of its 
portable nature the equipment can be placed in other streets where a 
need for monitoring is expressed. What will be needed in each new street 
will be a team of at least two local residents who can help install and then 
monitor the equipment while it is in place.



Steve Gordon
Chairman, Kenninghall Parish Council
Tel: 01953 887521
Email: stephengordon@gn.apc.org
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Recycling your Paper and Glass helps village funds

Each year the village raises ~ £700 from the paper and glass recycling 
banks situated at the entrance to Powell Close. Thank you to everyone 
who already recycles their paper and glass in this way. To those who 
don't, it is of course very easy to throw these things in your black bin but 
a short walk or car journey with your paper and glass to Powell Close 
would help boost village funds, give you exercise and give you the 
opportunity to view progress on the new village hall!

Casual vandalism

It's been great to see so many village youngsters out and about in the 
lanes around the village or on the sports field over the school holidays. 
Unfortunately one or two in a moment of boredom presumbably took it 
upon themselves to heave a dozen large stones onto the bowling green 
behind the Red Lion and cause a lot of extra work for the greenkeeper 
who struggles yearly at this time to get the green ready for the summer 
season. Every act of vandalism, no matter how small, inevitably ends up 
meaning someone has to repair the damage. Please think about the 
consequence of your idle actions for those who must tidy up after them. 

Got a concern about life in the village? - contact your Parish 
Councillor

In order to make it easier for members of the village to contact their 
parish councillors a list of names and contact details is being published in 
this newsletter. A copy is also available on the PC noticeboard in the 
Market Place and also on the Parish Council's website:  http://
www.parish-council.com/Kenninghall/members.asp

mailto:stephengordon@gn.apc.org


Mr Stephen Gordon 
(Chairman)

School House, Market Place, 
Kenninghall NR16 2AH

01953 887521
07767360944

Mr David Brown Place Farm Cottage, 
Kenninghall NR16 2DN

01379 687697

Mr Kevin Edwards High Bank House, The Butts, 
Kenninghall NR16 2EQ

01953 888128
07776236934

Mr Neville Styles 34 The Butts, Kenninghall NR16 
2EQ

01953 887820

Ms Leigh Sturgeon Poppy’s Cottage, Banham Road, 
Kenninghall NR16 2ED

01953 888559
07799644802

Mr Edward Wood Fersfield Lodge, Fersfield Road, 
Kenninghall 

01379 687230

Mr Gary Bell 31 School Close, Kenninghall 
NR16 2EL

01953 887639
07951425905

Mr Marcus Halmshaw 
(Vice Chairman)

Harness House, Market Place, 
Kenninghall NR16 2AH

01953 888548

Ms Samantha Nolleth 7 Crown Meadow, Kenninghall 
NR16 2FE

01953 887040
07786850931

Mr Simon Mitchell Red House, Market Place, 
Kenninghall NR16 2AH

01953 888250

Mr Brian Taylor Hardiman House, The Butts, 
Kenninghall NR16 2EQ

01953 887005

Name Address Telephone

Kenninghall Parish Council - list of councillors

Clerk to the Council

Catherine Ross Summer Cottage, West Church 
Street, Kenninghall NR16 2EN

01953 716043
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The following is a list of forthcoming 
practice and dance dates for the local 
Morris side. New members are always 
welcome and if you wish to join, or 
simply want more information, please 
contact us on 01953 888291.
We look forward to seeing you watch us 
or, even better, dance with us!

Kenninghall Morris

  May
  Monday 1st - Fayre Green, Diss - 5am - yes, 5AM!! (with Hoxne Hundred)
  Thursday 4th - Practice
  Thursday 11th - Thelnetham, White Horse at 8pm
  Sunday 14th - National Mills Day - Bardwell Mill sometime between 10.30am
  and 4.30pm
  Thursday 18th - Winfarthing, Fighting Cocks, 8pm
  Saturday 20th- Thornham Walled Garden, Thornham Magna - 12noon-3pm
  Thursday 25th - North Lopham, Kings Head, 8pm

  June
  Thursday 1st - Practice
  Thursday 8th - The Mill, Market Weston, 8pm
  Wednesday 14th - Red Lion, Kenninghall, 8pm (with Hoxne Hundred)
  Thursday 22nd - The Fox, Garboldisham, 8pm
  Saturday 24th - Chapel Road School, Attleborough sometime between 
  12noon and 3.30pm
  Saturday 24th - Earsham Wetland Centre, nr Bungay, after 4pm
  Wednesday 28th - Royal George, Barningham, 8pm (with Bury Fair)

  All practice is from 7.30pm to 9pm at Hinderclay Village Hall.
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      Mandy and the Red Lion Team offer you a warm welcome, good food,
  real ales and friendly faces in your traditional village pub of 20 years!

       Bar now open all day everyday from 12noon serving tasty 
homemade snacks all day, such as scotch eggs with a twist,sausage 

rolls, pies
    Restaurant open every day 12-2pm and 6.30pm-8.30pm Monday 

to Saturday and 12-4pm Sunday

   Forthcoming events 

    Sunday 30th April - Bowls Roll Up, followed by Garyoke and Gin Bar - 
    fun for all!!

    Sunday 14th May - Jam Session from 4pm, still going strong but new 
    faces always welcome

    Thursday 25th May - Mediterranean Food Theme Night - to get us 
    ready for warm summer nights!

    Monday 29th May - ANNUAL SOAP BOX CHALLENGE from 3pm - still
    time to get that cart ready, or just come and watch the fun!

    

                                                                                              

The Red Lion
        East Church Street, Kenninghall, NR16 2EP

 www.redlionkenninghall.co.uk      Tel: 01953 887849
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                           Kenninghall     
             Amblers

 
 Mobile
 Library

 

  Stops
 10.05am – 10.25am, Market
  Square
 10.30am – 10.50am, Church
  Layby
 11am – 11.20am, School Close

  Dates
  Friday 26th May
 

   Bin
  Collections

   

  May
  5th (B); 11th (G)
  18th (B); 25th (G) 
       

There will be a walk (approximately 4½ 
miles) at Caister St Edmund on the 18th 
May. If you are interested, or require any 
further information about the walks/group, 
please ring Sylvie on 01953 888343.

We will leave the Market Place at 10am 
(car sharing where possiblel) and after the 
walk we will have lunch at a convenient 
hostelry near the chosen walk.

Star Wars Day
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Kenninghall Woods Workparty

  
May: 11th (see page 25) 

 Carpet Bowls Club

 We meet on Friday evenings from 
 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Always looking for   
 new members to join.
 If you are interested please contact  
 Gerald on 01379 687305 

  St Mary’s Bell Ringers’ 

  Practices

 

 May: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st

                      

The Kenninghall Noticeboard

 Kenninghall Morris  
 
 
   See page 13 for details of practices 
   and dances

Parish Council Meeting

 
  May: 2nd

15

Kenninghall Lands Trust AGM 
May: 4th (see page 25)   

Café Church
 

  May:13th (see page 3)

Kenninghall Gardening Club 

Plus 

 May: 11th Garden visit

May: 13th Plant Sale

(see page 4)
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Events at Redgrave and Lopham Fen, nr Bressingham, IP22 2HX
 May 2017

Guided fen walk
Saturday 6 May 10.30am-1pm
£4 adult, £2 child 
Meet at the Education Centre, no booking required.

Intermediate hedgehog care
Saturday 6 May, 10am-4pm
£25, booking essential

Wildlife Watch Group
Saturday 13 May, 10.30am-12.30pm
A club for 6-12 year olds, £2
Contact 
marcus.halmshaw@btinternet.com
or call 01379 688333

Activity day for home-educated children
Tuesday 23 May, 10.30am-2.30pm
Exploring habitats
£7 per child; booking essential

Time to paint
Friday 26 May, 10am-2pm
Bring some artwork and join like-minded people in a relaxed, informal setting
£5 donation, includes tea/coffee and cake or biscuits
All welcome, no need to book
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Children’s activity: Super senses
Tuesday 30 May, 10am-2pm
Compare your senses to those of other animals
For unaccompanied 6-10 year olds
£7 per child; booking essential

For further details and to book, visit www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org or call 
01473 890089

What Ye Sow 

© by Deborah Dunseith Attleborough Writers' Group

The council 'phoned; I’ve got a plot. It’s been so long I’d almost
forgotten I was on their list. Now I’m thinking of chitting
potatoes and growing Mum’s favourite Love-In-A-Mist.

It won’t be much but it’s all mine. A little patch of ground
soaking up my blood, sweat and tears and, when you curse,

nobody hears except the slugs and the dandelions.

For Mother’s Day, when the children ask, I’d like a blue
gingham kneeling-pad and a Thermos flask and a sturdy tin to
store next year’s seeds and a garden claw for pulling weeds.

I’ll grow some sprouts for Christmas lunch and protect them
from the Cabbage White who insist on laying eggs, despite my

best efforts to pick them off and drown them in the water trough.

What about some ex-battery hens? I could get some wire and
enlist some friends to help me make a pen. And they’ll provide

cheap organic manure for the compost heap.
What ye sow, so shall ye reap.
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  Church Fete

Please note that the date has 
changed from the normal first 
Saturday in June to Saturday 10th 
June.

Further details will be given in the 
next ediition of the newsletter.

                           Kenninghall
                        Carpet Bowls
                            Club

As we come near the end of the 
Winter League it has once again 
been a successful season. We have 
won the County League and are 
going through to the final at 
Wortwell on Sunday May 21st.
We have also won the Waveney 
League zone and will now play, 
Colton, who won their zone, in the 
final. We have reached the Knockout 
Cup final, and once again we will be 
playing Colton.
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Putting on a brave face

Theresa sat on the toilet, her head in her hands. Around her the 
gold taps and shiny marble tiles gleamed. She never had to polish 
them or clean the loo. The bath never had a tide line and the 
shower was always spotless. She took a piece of the soft loo paper 
and wiped a single tear that had escaped and was threatening to 
run down her cheek.

How had it come to this? It was not meant to be this way. It was all 
David’s fault, she thought. How could he have been so stupid? It 
was all so unnecessary. Nick had warned him, now he was on the 
warpath, being interviewed by the BBC and anyone who gave him 
air time. 

Philip crept slowly towards the bathroom, avoiding the creaky 
floorboard in the hallway, just like he did in the night when nature 
called and he did not want to disturb his beloved’s sleep. He 
listened at the door. No noise, then a sniff. Oh dear, he thought, I’ll 
have to call her, the car will be here in a minute. 

"Tess, dear, are you alright?" Another sniff met his tender enquiry. 
"You can’t stay in the bathroom much longer dear. The car’s due 
any minute." "I know, I’m coming, it’s just that in here I can have 
my ‘moment’. You know what I mean."

Theresa stood up, no need to flush, it was just a seat. She looked in 
the mirror. The tired lines around her eyes met her gaze, oh dear 
she thought, I wonder how long before the press start picking on 
my face as well as my legs. She re-powdered her nose, applied a 
bit more lipstick, smiled, tried to fix the grin and opened the door. 

Philip was waiting. He gave her a light kiss on her cheek and held 
her hand as they walked down stairs. "I’ll be waiting for you when 
you get home" he said, "cup of tea, or a stiff gin?"

© Pauline Parnell-Hopkinson, Attleborough Writers' Group.
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by Lucy Whittle

This year's Midsummer Revels will be on Saturday 17th June in Kenninghall 
Wood where we usually have it. Meet outside the Red Lion at 6.00 o'clock 
and join the procession, led by our very own Morris Dancers, to the wood. 
They will leave the pub at about 6.00 so don't be late. The school will be 
putting on a wonderful display of something; I am not yet privy to what it will 
be but I know it will be great and will Include music and singing.The Morris 
Dancers will dance, the bar will be well stocked, the BBQ will be sizzling and 
the ceilidh band will be in fine fettle. So come along to the Midsummer Revels 
which is fun, food, and fancy footwork!

Walkers will have noticed the footpath by the hedge laying has been 
levelled. This is thanks to Bob from Park Common Farm, who kindly allowed 
himself to be persuaded to go down with his tractor and blade to do the work. 
Thank you Bob. Now the path is wide enough for 2 or even 3 people to walk 
side by side easily. We have put some branches along the old route of the 
path to encourage walkers to walk close to the hedge. The old route was 
creating a bit of a groove due to the footfall of many people over the years. 
Please walk near the hedge if possible, we in turn shall be mowing as close 
as we can to it to encourage the hedge to grow nice and thick from the 
bottom.

If you have lurking in your garden shed a grass rake or a bill hook with a 
straight edge, either of which need a new home the Lands Trust would be 
most grateful to become that home.

With the lovely weather we have been having comes a small annual problem. 
Campers!! Why oh why can't you take your litter home and not leave your 
tents behind for others to clear up. Last Tuesday, the 4th April a group went 
down without my knowledge and left a mess. Parents, if you think one of your 
children camped in the wood on that night please impress upon them the 
need to be respectful of the wood. It is not fair on the kind hearted people 
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who clear up after them. They would want us to respect them so it seems 
only right they should respect the wood and not harm what they clearly see 
as a lovely place to camp. Hum!

The next workparty will be on Thursday 11th May. 9.30-12.30 as usual. Do 
come and have a go at whatever it is we are doing. Nothing is too taxing and 
if it is you can always stop - we are not tyrants! We shall be making a new 
path through some trees, a path not for mowing but for meandering through. 
Meet near the walnut avenue.

Our AGM will be on Thursday 4th May at 7.30pm in the Red Lion. Everyone 
is welcome. We need more younger people to join us as we are beginning to 
get old and decrepit!  No, I don't really mean that but we could do with some 
younger people to help us, maybe we could organise a Sunday workparty in 
the summer sometime. Bring your ideas.

See you there

Lucy

Kenninghall Stores 
& Post Office

 Recycle your old Calor gas bottles

 Let us help you recycle your empty 
 Calor gas bottles. Do you have any
 old Calor gas bottles laying around?

 If so bring them in and we will take    
                                  them off your 
                                  hands by 
                                  sending them 
                                  back to Calor 
                                  for recycling.

   Needles & Natter
 Do you sew, knit, crochet, (or would
 you like to learn), or just like a chat? 
 Perhaps you have just retired or 
 moved to Kenninghall? Why not 
 come along and join our 'needles and
 natter' sessions. 
 We meet on a Wednesday afternoon 
 at 2pm, at different homes, so if you 
 would like to know more, please ring
 for further information.    
 

 Avril 01953 888483
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CHRIS HUNTER 
TREE SERVICES

TEL: 01953888745 / 07776253867

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE, QUALIFIED 
AND FULLY INSURED.

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK INCLUDING:

CROWN  REDUCTIONS,
TREE FELLING,

DEADWOOD REMOVAL,
HEDGECUTTING,

STUMPGRINDING,
WOODCHIPPING,

WOODLAND 
MANAGEMENT.
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GENTLE FOLK COMMUNITY CARE

QUALITY CARE AND LIGHT HOUSEWORK DELIVERED TO YOU IN

YOUR HOME BY QUALIFIED, INSURED, TRAINED AND VETTED

CARE WORKERS. WE ARE REGISTERED WITH THE CQC .

CALL FIONA ON  01953 887187 or 0798 110 7703

FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES

www.gentlefolkcare.co.uk

      

PC or Laptop running 
SLOW?

 Got A Virus?  Need help?
  Friendly and professional IT service for 
Mac or Windows, call Joe Richards on

Telephone: 01953 718421     
Mobile: 07928 326008
Email:  help@bailiwickit.com
Website: www.bailiwickit.com



 
 GARYBELL
 Carpet Fitting Services

 40 years experience

 Sisal and natural
 carpets

 31 School Close
 Kenninghall 
 NR16 2EL

 

 Call on
 07951425905
 01953 887639
 GARY BELL 144@BTINTERNET.COM

ODD JOB/HANDYMAN

HOME or GARDEN

PAINTING, PAVING, ALL DIY
FENCING, GRASS CUTTING

PRESSURE WASHING
ANY JOB CONSIDERED

NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL
PLEASE CALL GUY ON

07584122330
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C&H Groundworks
 

SPECIALISTS FOR DRIVEWAYS, CAR PARKS, 
PATIO/PAVING, CONCRETING, ASPHALTING, 

DRAINAGE AND FENCING

Landscaping/Ground Clearance and Excavation

Brickweave, Turfing, Ponds, Lakes and 
Foundations

Lorry and Digger Hire - Available with Driver

Domestic and Commercial Work Undertaken

For a FREE no obligation quote just call
01953 452821 or 07818 272957

Andy Free
Independent Family Funeral Director

Fairfields, High Street,
Attleborough, Norfolk

Andy Free and Jane Patrick have been
quietly helping and guiding bereaved

families in Kenninghall and the local area
for many years to arrange a funeral service

to reflect the life which has been led.
You can visit us at our relaxing funeral

home or, if you prefer, we can visit you in
the comfort of your own home

Guaranteed pre-paid funeral plans and
memorialisation available.

 “We believe the smallest of detail
makes the biggest difference”

Contact us on 01953 452455 (24 hours)

30

25 years experience in all 
forms of groundworks and 

landscaping



  

 

Nails and beauty available
Tuesdays and Fridays

 
Unit 9 The Appleyard

Banham, Norfolk
NR16 2HE

APPLEYARDHAIR
01953 887067

www.angelitebeauty.co.uk
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June 2017 edition

Adverts
To place an advert, please call Anne 
Wood on 01379 687230. A charge of £3 is 
made for 1/4 page ads, £12 for full page 
ads. If dropping money for ads into the 
village shop please remember to include 
your name and company name and make 
sure the money is secured in a sealed 
envelope.There is a charge of 50p per ad 
for “Classified” ads.
P l e a s e e m a i l a d a r t w o r k t o 
article@kenninghallnews.org.uk or 
place in the shop by Monday 15 May.

Ad specs
1/4 page: 67mm width, 93mm height
Full page: 138mm width, 190mm height

News and articles
Please email all news and articles to 
article@kenninghallnews.org.uk Please 
send in all articles by Monday 15 May 
2017.

e-news 
If you would like the Kenninghall News 
sent electronically in PDF format in 
addition to your paper copy, please email a 
request to the above email address.

Any loose inserts delivered with the News do not represent the views of the Kenninghall 
News

J W Construction (East Anglia) Ltd
Benefit from our 30 years experience

New build
Extensions & Maintenance

Refurbishment

Visit our website for more information
www.jwconstruct.com

01953 888123                 07733 152770
jeremy@jwconstruct.com


