
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 4th February  2014 in the upstairs room at the White Horse Public 

House 
 
Present:  
 
Mr S Gordon (Chairman) 
Mrs M John  
Mrs C Scott Barber 
Mr N Styles  

Mr S Mitchell  
Mr E Wood 
Mr D Last 

     
In attendance: Mr P Kay - Village Hall Committee and 31 Members of the Public 
  

1. Apologies:  
       
      Mr M Halmshaw, Mr N Groves, Mrs E Dennis  
  

2. Minutes of last meeting:  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the 7th January 2014 were approved with one 
amendment.    

 
3. Matters arising: 
  

a) Planning Appeals:  
 

With the number of people attending from the Village in respect of the 
planning appeals relating to Ash Tree Farm, the Solar Farm and The 
Hatchery at the Mill, the Chairman agreed to deal with this matter first.  He 
outlined the principles of Cumulative Impact and set the scene in respect 
of the appeals.  Discussion ensued and various questions were asked 
and answered.  Residents expressed their views and a copy of the 
proposed petition was produced.  The main concern related to the use of 
East and West Church Street by heavy vehicles including articulated 
vehicles and tractors and trailers. The majority of residents felt that if 
planning permission was granted of Ash Tree Farm the number of vehicle 
movements would increase dramatically and together with the size of the 
vehicles this would not only be a danger to pedestrians, disabled people 
with scooters and to parked vehicles but the continuing impact of the 
vehicles would also affect properties.  It needed to be borne in mind that 
East and West Church Street are a conservation area and there were 
some 25 properties fronting East and West Church Street which are listed 
buildings. It was felt that a speed watch should be carried out to monitor 
the speed of current vehicles and to see if the speed in Church Street 
could be reduced to 20 miles an hour.  A member of the Parish Council of 
Bressingham and Fersfield Parish Council was present and   Julie 
Crossley, Clerk to North Lopham Parish Council was also present, both of 
whom expressed concerns about the impact of HGV traffic.  A few people 
spoke in favour of the planning application.  All people were advised that if 
they wished to object they should write individually to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  If they wrote by e-mail then they did not need to include 
copies but if they wrote in the post, they needed to enclose two additional 
copies of the letter.  The Parish Council agreed to consider the matter 
after the general public had left.   
 



The Parish Council duly considered the matter after the general public 
had left and it was agreed to continue to object to the applications on the 
basis of an inadequate Cumulative Impact Assessment.  It was proposed 
by Mr Gordon and seconded by Mrs Scott-Barber and carried by 6 votes 
to 1 in favour. 
 

b) Roads 
 
The Chairman reported that the water on the roads had been reported to 
Norfolk County Council and that he had asked for a traffic count on Heath 
Road but had had no response to it.  Mr Last raised the issue of gritting of 
roads and it was pointed out that Norfolk County Council had only gritted 
the roads that they said they would grit in their gritting leaflet.  The 
Chairman reported that he had sent a number of job items to the Highway 
Rangers so that these could be dealt with.  It was reported that there had 
been another serious accident at the Lopham-Garboldisham crossroad. 

 
c) Village Hall Sites  
  
 After discussion, the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, Mr Kay, 

agreed that he would do whatever is necessary to get a contract into 
place.  Discussion ensued as to whether the contracts should proceed in 
the name of the Parish Council, the Hall Committee or both and it was 
agreed that they should continue in the name of both.  The draft 
Performance Bond was discussed and Mr Kay agreed that on behalf of 
the Hall Committee there were no objections to it.  The Clerk reported that 
the Land Transfers from Breckland Council and Flagship Housing 
Association had been completed and were now at the Land Registry in 
the course of registration together with the restricted by-way.  He said that 
as soon as the registrations were complete he would be able to complete 
the drafting of the contract but required hard copies of the proposed 
contract to build the hall and plans for the contract.  Mr Kay agreed that 
he would arrange for this. 

 
4.  Planning matters: 
 

In addition to the matters discussed in Matters Arising a) Mrs John asked if 
there had been an application by Mr Blair on Mill Lane for a new bungalow.  
The Chairman said that the application had only been for conversion of the 
existing buildings but not for the bungalow. 

 
5.  Financial matters: 

 
a) The Clerk raised the issue of the Section 106 Agreement with Bennett 

Homes and said that one of his partners would be dealing with the Claim.  
It was acknowledged that the Parish Council did not have the funds to pay 
this back and that both morally and legally it was felt that Bennett Homes 
should not be repaid as the planning permission had allowed them not to 
put in open space in exchange for payment of the commuted sum and 
that the Parish Council was doing this through the prior acquisition of the 
additional field for the new Village Hall and by completing building of the 
Village Hall in due course.   

 
 
 



6. Correspondence: 
 

There was none to report.   
 

7. Any Other Business: 
  

a) Mrs Scott-Barber said that one of the residents of Kenninghall, Mr Jim 
Waters wished to produce a local development plan for the village.  
(Subsequently she e-mailed the Clerk and asked if he could attend the 
next meeting to speak on this).  

b) Mr Mitchell reported that there is now high speed broadband available in 
the village. 

c) The next meeting was arranged for the 4th March 2014 at 7:30pm in the 
upstairs room at the White Horse        


