
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 3rd February 2015 at White Horse Public House 

 
 

Present: 
 

Mr S Gordon (Chairman) 
Mr M Halmshaw 
Mr B Taylor 

Mr S Mitchell 
Mr E Wood 
Mr D Last 

 

In attendance Mr M Sharland - Village Hall Committee 
Mr J Waters – Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Mr R de Beer and Mr J Jennings – Strutt and Parker and 5 members of the public 

 
 
1. Apologies: 

 
Apologies received from Mrs M John, Mrs E Dennis, Mr N Styles and Mr N 
Groves. 

 
2. The Chairman invited Mr Russell de Beer, the agent from Strutt and Parker 

for the Quidenham Estate, to speak before the meeting commenced. He 
explained that in regards to the Quidenham Estate, the owners’ view of the 
Estate is long term. For example, Grove Farm Barn has received Planning 
Consent to be converted to residential and will be converted and let. He 
explained that two sites, one off the Market Place and one off Quidenham 
Road, were now being looked at. He introduced Mr Jon Jennings a Partner 
from his Cambridge office who is a planning specialist who explained what 
had happened so far. He explained that the two sites had been submitted in 
Breckland District Council’s call for sites which closed on the 9th January 
2015. On site 1, there appears to be capacity for up to 6 dwellings. 
Development would be in keeping with the character of the Conservation 
Area but part of the land is outside the development guideline. If these 
houses were developed they would have to be of standard commensurate 
with the Conservation Area. Site 2 involved land further to the rear with 
access to Quidenham Rd with capacity for 12 to 18 houses which would 
include 40% social housing. 

 
The Chairman commented that part of the land was outside the existing 
village development framework and that Kenninghall has had approximately 
60 new houses built in the last 15 years and the school and surgery were full. 
Questions were raised by councilors and the public in respect of access and 
the renovation or demolition of the existing empty house. This would be 
retained if just 5 to 6 dwellings were erected and renovated unless this had to 
become an access for the whole of the 2 developments. Questions were also 
raised in respect of party wall position and about the allotments where further 
discussion took  place.  Russell de Beer indicated he would meet parishioners 
to discuss the allotments question if they wished.  The Chairman wound up 
the questions and Mr de Beer  and Mr Jennings left. A few further comments 
were made on access and while it was confirmed the school roll is full it was 
questioned how overcrowded the doctor’s surgery really is. 



3. Minutes of last meeting: 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 6th January 2015 having been previously 
circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
3. Matters arising: 

 
a) Neighbourhood Development Forum 

 
Mr Waters said that a grant of £1,580.00 had been agreed from the 
Community Development Foundation and copy letter and terms were 
handed afterwards to the Clerk to place with the Minutes. The funds need 
to be used by the end of March and it is necessary to get the Committee 
in place as soon as possible preferably by the 3rd week in February and 
the Chairman asked for volunteers to contact Mr Waters. Advice will be 
received from the person who helped create the Cringleford Development 
plan. 

 
b) Roads 

 
It is reported that there is a large pothole on Heath Road which needs 
dealing with urgently and the Chairman said he will report this and any 
other matters of concern including continuing concerns about excessive 
water on the roads. Cars are parking in School Close and obstructing 
access for lorries and it was agreed that the Chairman would look into 
this. 

 
c) Village Hall Sites 

 
Mr Sharland reported that there had been a photo shoot when works were 
started on the footings of the new hall last Thursday and a 7 month work 
programme is now in place. The Chairman reported that the sale of the 
small piece of land to Mr Humphries appears to now be able to proceed. 

 
 
4. Planning matters: 

 
There were none. 

 
 
5. Financial matters: 

 
The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council should discuss whether or 
not an honorarium should be paid to the Chairman and this was agreed to be 
discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 
6. Correspondence: 

 
There was none. 



7. Any Other Business: 
 

a) The Chairman reported that there will be a power cable coming from 
Snetterton to Diss through the village under the road and this will cause 
some disruption but he will give further information when he knew more. 

 
b) Mr Sharland reported that the Mary Bowles Charity now had new banking 

arrangements in place and that no rent had been received for some time 
for land it owned. He will e-mail the Clerk with the details. 

 
c) The next meeting was arranged for the 3rd March 2015 at 7:30pm in the 

upstairs room at the White Horse Public House. 


