
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 7th April 2015 at Kenninghall Primary School 

 
Present:  
 
Mr S Gordon (Chairman) 
Mr M Halmshaw 
Mr B Taylor 
Mr D Brown  
Mr N Groves  

Mr N Styles 
Mr S Mitchell 
Mr E Wood 
Mr D Last 

Mrs M John     
 
 
In attendance Mr M Sharland and Mr P Kay - Village Hall Committee  
Mr J Waters – Neighbourhood Development Committee  
Mr Craig Walker – Project Manager Power on Connections  
and 6 members of the public   
 
1.   The Chairman invited Mr Craig Walker to explain the position in respect of the 

cable being taken from Snetterton to Diss which runs through the Parish of 
Kenninghall.  Mr Walker said that it was hoped to minimise disruption.  The 
route would come down the Quidenham Road through West Church Street, 
East Church Street, Fersfield Road and on to Diss.  Cable will be laid at 1.2m 
deep.  The work will start on Quidenham Road on the 27th July to the 16th 
August.  West Church Street on the 10th August to the 30th August, East 
Church Street from the 24th August to the 20th September.  The road will be 
closed in sections but access will be maintained at all times.  They plan to 
work 6 – 7 days per week but this depends upon the public view.  The ducting 
will be laid in the trench and backfilled and the cable pulled through after the 
ducting has been laid to a sufficiently long stretch.  It is hoped that as much 
inconvenience will be prevented as possible.  Various questions were asked 
of Mr Walker and after answering the same he left. 

 
2. Apologies:  

       
            Mrs E Dennis.  

 
3. Minutes of last meeting:  

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the 3rd March having been previously circulated 
were approved and signed by the Chairman.        

 
4. Matters arising: 
  

a) Neighbourhood Development Forum 
 
Mr Waters said that a statement of Community Involvement had been 
circulated to all members of the Parish Council and will be circulated to all 
householders in May.  A survey will then be sent out in June.    
   

b) Roads 
 
It was noted that there had been considerable rubbish from the solar 
panel site which was coming on to the road.  The Chairman said that he 
had written to the Local MP, Ms Elizabeth Truss.  It was noted that the 



contractors had been in a rush to have the panels erected.  However, the 
Chairman agreed to write Breckland Council asking them to prosecute the 
contractors.  The Chairman agreed to copy in the District and Local 
Councillor and Ms Truss.  A representative of Norfolk County Council 
Highways Authority has visited the village and looked at 2 areas of 
potential flooding with the Chairman.  One being Crown Meadow and the 
other being Fersfield Road.  It was also noted that there was water 
pooling outside the Post Office and this had been mentioned.  Mr Wood 
said that there were large pot holes in Fersfield Road.  It was pointed out 
that the signpost at the crossroad turns in the wind.  Mr Last said that he 
had moved it back on occasions and would look and see if he could 
tighten the bolt on it.  There was a discussion of vehicles parking in West 
Church Street and access to the street for emergency vehicles.  A 
resident of West Church Street attending the meeting said that there was 
sufficient room for emergency vehicles to get past parked cars and the 
parked cars act as a traffic calming measure.  This was noted.  Mr Taylor 
proposed that a traffic survey request for Heath Road be put on the 
agenda for the May meeting for further discussion.   
 

c) Village Hall Sites  
  
 Mr Kay reported that progress on the erection of the new hall will be 

noticeable when the steel is delivered on the 6th May and they commence 
to erect it.  The Clerk reported that the money had been received from Mr 
and Mrs Humphries for the purchase of the small piece of land but the 
matter had not yet been completed because the Humphries’ solicitor had 
not been able to speak to his clients.   

 
d) Charities 

 
Mr Sharland reported that the Charity Commission were prepared to 
consider reinstating the Mary Bowles Charity subject to receipt of an up to 
date set of accounts.  He reported the Clerk had received the cheque for 
the land rent.  It was noted that the Fuel Charity accounts are currently 
being audited. 
   

5.  Planning matters: 
 

a) The Clerk reported that Lark Energy Limited had been given permission 
for the revisions to their planning application for the solar panel site and 
that Mr Richard Criddle had been given permission at land adjacent to 
Fersfield Road for a proposed agricultural building.  .   

 
6.  Financial matters: 

 
a) The question of the Chairman’s Honorarium was discussed and it was 

proposed by Mrs John and seconded by Mrs Last and carried 
unanimously that the Chairman be paid on an Honorarium of £130.00 per 
year with the first payment to be made immediately to cover the year 2014 
/ 2015.   
 

b) It was proposed by Mr Gordon and seconded by Mr Taylor that the Clerk’s 
salary and income tax for the quarter to the 31st March 2015 be paid and 
this was carried unanimously. 

 



c) The Chairman reported that he had a quote for a new notice board from 
Mr Whittle in the sum of £440.00 and it was proposed by the Chairman 
that this be accepted and seconded by Mr Wood and all were in favour.   

 
d) The Chairman reported that he had broken some glass in the notice board 

and Mr Kay had repaired the same and it was proposed by Mr Taylor and 
seconded by Mr Styles and carried unanimously that Mr Kay’s invoice of 
£20.00 be paid. 

 
e) It was proposed by Mr Gordon and seconded by Mr Groves that the cost 

of the hire of the school hall of £18.00 be paid and this was carried 
unanimously.    
 

f) Mr Waters produced an account for the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan in the sum of £326.52 and it was proposed by Mr Taylor and 
seconded by Mr Brown and carried unanimously that this be paid.   
 

7. Correspondence: 
 
 The CPRE documents were handed to Mr Styles.       
 
8. Any Other Business: 
  

a) The Clerk told the meeting that he intended to resign from his post after 
many years and will be doing so at the August meeting.  He indicated that 
his daughter who is also a solicitor and works with him will be prepared to 
take on the proposed Clerk if he Parish Council wished.  It was agreed 
that the position be advertised and the post then further considered.   
 

b) The next meeting being the Parish Meeting followed by the AGM of the 
Parish Council was arranged for the 14th May at 7:30pm at the School and 
the June meeting was arranged for the 16th June 2015.   

 


