
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 3rd November 2015 at Kenninghall Primary School 

 
Present: 
 
Mr Stephen Gordon (Chairman) Mrs Maureen John  Mr Brian Taylor 
Mr Edward Wood   Mr Simon Mitchell  Mr David Last 
Miss Samantha Nolleth  Mr Marcus Halmshaw Mr David Brown 
Mr Kevin Edwards 
     
In attendance – Mr M Sharland of the Village Hall Committee, Breckland District 
Councillor Mrs Marion Chapman-Allen and 8 members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr N Styles. 
 
2. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 6th October 2015 having been previously circulated were 
approved and a copy signed by the Chairman. 
 
3. Matters Arising  
 
 (a) Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) 
 

Drafting of the NDP Questionnaire is reaching the final stage and it is 
anticipated that it will be circulated with the December Kenninghall News. 

 
 (b) Roads 
 

The Chairman attended a site meeting with Power On Connection (“POC”) 
contractors on Fersfield Road to discuss concerns raised by residents.  A frank 
exchange of view took place. 
 
Work on laying the cable in the Quidenham Road near the Doctors Surgery 
has been completed and no issues raised.  Mrs John pointed out that an area in 
West Church Street (near the Red Lion) has, however, been dug up 3 times by 
the contractors.  Additional silt/sludge has been washed into the storm drains 
as a result; the Chairman has raised this in an email to Craig Walker of POC. 
 
Work in Market Square is incomplete; POC were unable to lay the cable under 
Market Square.  They are taking advice.  Craig Walker has advised that the 
contractors aim to return in early 2016 to complete the work.  Mr Last asked 
whether KPC will be told in advance how POC intend to resolve the issue; 
and Mr Sharland referred to the untidy state of Market Square caused as a 
result of the work carried out by POC, and raised the point as to whether 
damage might have been caused, as a result, to the culvert.  The Chairman will 
take photos of the affected areas and contact POC in respect of all the 



concerns raised.  It was suggested that the culvert should be inspected by 
Norfolk Highways for damage.  The Chairman will ascertain who is 
responsible for the maintenance of the culvert (NCC or the Environment 
Agency). 

 
A member of the public brought to the KPC's attention the cracked square 
manhole cover where lorries make deliveries to the shop park.  The Chairman 
will identify who is responsible for this; he also suggested that Councillor 
Chapman-Allen might wish to follow up the lack of response from Norfolk 
County Highways to recent emails from the Chairman regarding road issues in 
general.  Councillor Chapman-Allen undertook to do so. 

 
 (c) Village Hall Site 
 

Mr Sharland reported to the KPC on behalf of the Village Hall Committee 
(“VHC”).  The VHC had been promised a response from Newbury 
Development by the end of October to issues raised – no response was 
received.  Mr Mountney (architect for the VHC) had emailed Newbury 
Development but had not received a response.  Mr Mountney is to contact 
Spires Solicitors to obtain copies of relevant documents.  The KPC Clerk 
reported that she had asked the previous Clerk for the KPC files relating to the 
Village Hall but to date they had not been received; she will continue to take 
steps to obtain these. 
 
Councillor Chapman-Allen will make enquiries with Breckland Planning 
Department and report to the Chairman with any relevant information. 
 
Mr Sharland confirmed that Newbury Developments already owns the housing 
site, and the position remains as reported in previous meetings, that the new 
contractor (CMC) appointed to build the Village Hall will not go on site until 
the current house building contractor completes its work. 

 
 (d) Village Charities 
 

Mr Halmshaw and Mr Taylor reported that there had been a meeting of the 
Trustees of the Mary Bowles Charity (“MBC”).  Mr Sharland said that the 
Charity's records are up to date with the Charity Commission and accounts 
have been filed.  The MBC has been in contact with Banham Parish Council 
and spoken to Mrs Nicky Ball about the Fuel Charity.  There is a meeting the 
second week of November to discuss how to distribute the MBC funds – a 
total of approximatley £2,500, of which £950 will be go to Banham residents 
and the remainder to Kenninghall residents.  The Fuel Charity has advertised 
that funds are available for the comming winter and application forms are in 
the village shop. 
 
Mr Taylor has taken advice from Rachael Hipperson (Rural Director at TW 
Gaze) regarding the sale of the land at Besthorpe owned by the MBC; she has 
advised that no steps should be taken to sell the land until Spring 2016. 
 



Mr Sharland reported that the latest rent cheque had been sent to the previous 
Clerk's office; the current Clerk said that she would retrieve this. 

 
 (e) Parish Council Governance 
 

The Chairman has circulated a number of documents to all Councillors about 
this.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to prepare a summary of the papers to be 
given to the Council at its next meeting. 
 

 (f) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (“DPIs”) and Code of Conduct 
 

The Clerk had provided all the Councillors with a pack of explanatory and 
guidance notes and a form to complete.  The Clerk explained that KPC 
currently does not have a published Code of Conduct and the Meeting voted 
unanimously to adopt the draft the Clerk had circulated (adopted from 
Breckland Council's Code of Conduct).  To comply with KPC's proposed 
Code of Conduct all Councillors must complete a DPI Form; copies of DPIs 
for each Councillor and the Code of Conduct will be published on Breckland 
Council's website and the KPC website. 
 
Councillor Chapman-Allen endorsed the importance of the DPIs and Code of 
Conduct to ensure there is transparency and openness in all matters discussed 
and voted on by the KPC. 
 

 (g) KPC website 
 

A member of the public has suggested that it would be helpful to identify 
Parish Councillors, by a photo and short biography appearing on the KPC 
website.  The Chairman proposed that Councillors should email either or both 
to him/the Clerk then the website would be updated. 

 
4. Planning Matters 
 

There was one planning matter – Mr Trevor Titmarsh of Rose Lodge, Heath Road, 
Kenninghall – replacement of rear extension.  This falls under Permitted 
Development and details sent to KPC for information only. 

 
5. Financial Matters 
 
 (a) KPC Account and KPC Wood Account 
 

The Clerk reported to the Council the result of her meeting with Barclays. 
 
At the time of reporting the KPC account has a balance of £13,656.57.   
Barclays' records for the account are incomplete and a number of issues have 
to be dealt with.  It was proposed by Mr Taylor, seconded by Mr Halmshaw, 
and agreed unanimously, that Barclays should be re-appointed as KPC's 
Bankers. 

 



It was also agreed, and a letter signed by 2 Councillors to this effect, that the 
Clerk, Catherine Ross, should be given authority to represent KPC in relation 
to obtaining all future bank statements and correspondence 

 
It was proposed by Mrs John, seconded by Mr Last, and agreed unanimously 
that the 4 signatories to the account will be the Chairman - Mr Gordon, the 
Vice Chairman – Mr Halmshaw, Mr Styles and Mr Edwards. 

 
The KPC Wood Account – had a balance of £2,418.34 as at March 2013 
when it was registered by the Bank as dormant.  The Clerk has instructed 
Barclays to recover the monies (which will take approximately 3 months) and 
a new account in the same name will be opened when they are received. 

 
 (b) Kenninghall Playing Field Fund 
 

It was proposed by Mr Mitchell, seconded by Mr Last and agreed 
unanimously, that the KPC would pay its annual donation to the Fund of £150. 

 
6. Correspondence 
 

The Clerk has received correspondence from Breckland Council regarding the 2016 
Precept.  She will circulate the correspondence to all Councillors for discussion at 
the next Meeting. 

 
7. Any Other Business 
 

(a) Mrs John raised the issue of the dilapidated state of the exterior of the White 
Horse and there was a general discussion about what steps could be taken 
about this.  Mr Mitchell agreed to carry out some research and report to the 
Council on his findings at the next Meeting, and the Chairman would make 
enquiries to identify who owns the freehold. 

 
(b) Mr Last referred to the bio digester and solar panels on the edge of the village 

and asked why the hedges that it had been agreed would be planted had not 
been.  The Chairman will make enquiries about both. 

 
(c) Councillor Chapman-Allen discussed a recent article in the EDP about the 

Government wishing to devolve powers to Counties and Districts, with the aim 
of more efficiency at a local level.  Norfolk and Suffolk have been asked to put 
forward a joint business proposal to apply for future funding which may come 
with this devolution of power.  An expression of interest has been submitted 
for Norfolk, and proposals put forward include roads.  The next step is a 
meeting of various Borough and District Councils on 4th November 2015.  
Councillor Chapman-Allen will provide an update at the next KPC meeting. 

 
(d) The next meeting was agreed for Tuesday 1st December 2015. 

 
…............................................. 

Stephen Gordon 
Chairman 


