
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 6th October 2015 at Kenninghall Primary School 

 
Present: 
 
Mr S Gordon (Chairman)    Mr E Wood  
Mr B Taylor      Mrs M John 
Mr N Styles      Mr K Edwards 
Miss S Nolleth     Mr S Mitchell 
        
      
In attendance –  Mr P Kay and Mr M Sharland, both of the Village Hall Committee and 2         
members of the public. 
 
Also in attendance – Mr C Wright.  The Chairman presented Mr Wright with a gift from the 
Parish in recognition of his tenure as Kenninghall Parish Clerk (1986–2015); the longest 
serving Councillor, Mr E Wood, expressed the thanks of the Parish Council to Mr Wright 
for the service he had given. 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Halmshaw. 
 
2. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 8th September 2015 having been previously circulated were 
approved and a copy is to be provided to the Chairman for signature. 
 
3. Matters Arising  
 
 (a) Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) 
 

No comments had been received from Parish Councillors on the draft 
Questionnaire and therefore the final version should be circulated with the 
next Kenninghall News. 

 
 (b) Power Cable 
 

 Progress of the work along East Church Street and into Dam Green had not 
gone well.  Residents had not been given notice that part of the road would be 
closed.  Residents had concern about the quality of the work e.g. verges caving 
in, blocked gullies, tarmac being lifted, and further work having to be carried 
out near The Red Lion.  Some residents have contacted NCC, and Mr Sharland 
asked that KPC speak to NCC Highways about this.  Concern was also raised 
that the contractors have yet to begin work in Market Square and by the 
Surgery on the Quidenham Road. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Since the Meeting notice has been received by KPC that 
the Quidenham Road, near the Doctors' Surgery, will be temporarily 



closed (except for access) from 19/10/15 to 2/11/15 for the duration of the 
works, expected to be about 7 days within this period. 

 
 The Chairman said that he would contact NCC about these concerns as a 

matter of urgency.  He would also raise them with Kenninghall's local 
Councillor Stephen Askew. 

 
 Members of the Public felt that stronger resistance (by the village and KPC) to 

any works that had a potentially detrimental impact on the village must be 
employed in the future. 

 
(c) Village Hall Site 

 
Mr Kay addressed the Meeting.  He, Mr Sharland and Mr Mountney had 
recently met with the developer, Mr Newbury, and the proposed new Hall 
Project Contractors – who will take on the construction of the Village Hall, but 
only when construction of the new houses has been completed and the site 
vacated by the current construction company.  The start date of work on the 
Village Hall cannot therefore be determined at this stage, but the developer 
anticipates it will be within 3 weeks.  Mr Mountney is due to meet with the 
developer in 2 weeks time to obtain a programme of works.  Mr Newbury and 
the new Project Manager have said that the main structure will be in place in 4 
months from the start date, completion within 6 months. 

 
Mr Sharland confirmed that he, Mr Mountney and the Trustees of the Village 
Hall Site, will attend regular progress meetings with the developer.  It was 
agreed that Mr Gordon and Mr Brian Taylor of the Parish Council will also 
attend these meetings. 

 
4. Planning Matters 
 

(a) In respect of the application by Mr Daniel Morgan of Little Meadow – for the 
erection of a 2 bay oak-framed cart lodge/garage – the application has been 
withdrawn and a new application submitted – for an oak framed, lean-to car 
port to the side of the property – there was no objection. 

 
(b) Mr Mark Taylor of Claret Cottage – permission has been given to replace 

windows and re-render the front and sides of the property. 
 
(c) Mr & Mrs M Humphreys of Kenninghall Post Office – permission has been 

given to convert a first floor to a 2 bed dwelling, and to convert a single storey 
barn to 3 bed dwelling and extension. 

 
5. Financial Matters 
 

(a) KPC bank account - it was agreed that Colin Wright would be removed as a 
person authorised to liaise with Barclays Bank and Kenninghall's new Parish 
Clerk Catherine Ross be given authority. 

 



 (b) Payment to Mr Gordon in respect of the gift purchased for Colin Wright -  
  £179.99 – Council agreed to pay. 
 

(c) Kenninghall Wood Account – Mr Styles has spoken to Lucy Whittle who 
confirmed that the monies in the account were donations for purchasing trees 
for the Wood and therefore must be kept separate from the KPC monies. 

  
6. Correspondence 
 

(a) Copy of Revised Register of Electors – the Clerk has circulated the email 
received from Breckland Council and has requested a copy of the Register on 
behalf of KPC. 

 
(b) Breckland Council – Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and Other Registerable 

Interests Form – the Clerk will re-circulate the forms to all Councillors and 
advise in relation to the Parish Council's Code of Conduct. 

 
7. Any Other Business 
 

(a) Traffic Survey 
 
 Residents of North Lopham have formed an Action Group in response to the  

increased volume of HGV lorries passing through the village.  At the request 
of the Chairman of North Lopham Parish Council, KPC's Chairman and Mrs 
John recently attended an informal meeting about this.  KPC will be kept 
advised by North Lopham PC of developments involving the Action Group. 

 
Following on from this there was an open discussion between members of the 
Public and Councillors about the number of HGVs passing through 
Kenninghall, in particular along Heath Road, East Church Street and West 
Church Street.  Reference was made to a survey carried out on behalf of 
Crown Milling in 2014, but members of the Public felt that this survey was 
inadequate. 

 
It was asked whether the Parish Council had a budget to carry out a more 
comprehensive survey; the Chairman said there were sufficient funds.  Mr 
Wood said that the matter had previously been discussed and the Parish 
Council had voted against a survey; the Clerk said that she would review what 
had been discussed at previous Parish Council Meetings and report to the 
Council at the next meeting. 
 

 (b) BRE National Solar Centre (“BRE”) 
 

The Chairman and Mr Kay have received an email from Henry Crone 
(formally of Kenninghall) who works for BRE, in relation to the Rural 
Community Energy Fund.  Mr Crone's email (which the Chairman will 
circulate to all Councillors) details a £15m government funding initiative that 
is currently available to support rural communities to invest in energy 
technologies and help tackle fuel poverty.  The aim is to empower 



communities to contribute to a diverse, low carbon energy mix.  The initial 
£20k funding is grant based, and Mr Crone had suggested various projects that 
Kenninghall might adopt to reduce its carbon footprint.  The Chairman will 
forward a copy of the email to Mr Simon Mitchell (for the School) to 
consider. 
 

 (c) Charities 
 

Mary Bowles Charity – Mr Sharland reported that this has been reinstated.   
There is outstanding rent to be collected.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Since the Meeting payment of outstanding rent has 
now been received. 
 
In October 2016 the land concerned will revert back to the Charity.  The 
Charity Trustees will take advice from Rachel Hipperson [of Gazes] in this 
respect. 

 
Fuel Charity – the Trustees have it in hand to advertise the annual notice of 
grants availability.  Mr Sharland said that the Mary Bowles Charity has 
approximately £1000 that could be given to the Fuel Charity to distribute.  
Trustees of the 2 charities will liaise on the best way to do this. 
 

(d) Kenninghall Wood (under licence from the Quidenham Estate) 
 

Mr Styles is now the sole member of the Kenninghall Wood Committee.  Mr 
Kevin Edwards volunteered, and it was agreed, that he would become a 
member of the KWC. 

 
 (e) The next meeting was agreed for 7.30 pm Tuesday 3rd November 2015. 

 
 
 
 

…............................................. 
Stephen Gordon 

Chairman 


