
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 

held on 1st November 2016 at Kenninghall Primary School 
 

Present: 
  
Mr David Brown    Mr Simon Mitchell 
Mr Kevin Edwards    Ms Samantha Nolleth 
Mr Stephen Gordon (Chairman) Mr Neville Styles 
Mr Marcus Halmshaw   Mr Brian Taylor 
 
Ms Catherine Ross (Parish Clerk) 
In attendance – 16 members of the the public (“MoPs”) 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr Eddie Wood and Councillor Marion 
Chapman-Allen. 
 
2. Declaration by Councillors of any disclosable pecuniary or personal interests in 

any Agenda items: 
 
None. 
 
3. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 4th October 2016 having been previously circulated were 
approved and a copy signed by the Chairman.   
 
4.  Co-option of 2 new Coucillors: 
 
The 3 candidates each gave a short presentation to the Council and MoPs. 
 
5. Matters Arising:- 
 
(a) Roads 

 Traffic: West and East Church Street, Fersfield Road and Heath Road 

 The Chairman reported that the issue of movement of traffic is growing.  It was the 
main topic of discussion at the recent open weekend for the NDP.  Suggestions had 
been put forward to slow traffic, including a 'moveable' electronic speed sign.  
Kenninghall has one fixed sign which was purchased with the aid of a 50% funded 
partnership scheme (with Norfolk County Council Highways (“NCCH”)).  The same 
scheme is currently in operation, with a deadline to apply of 16th December 2016.  
The Chairman gave details to the Meeting of a SAM2 speed sign – cost £3,300 
(reduced to £1,650 if a grant is awarded).  The SAM2 can remain in the same 
position for a maximum of 4 weeks then it must be moved to a different location; it 
can return to the same site after 12 weeks.  It is battery charged, and requires 
charging once a week.  For an additional £300 it can include a data box which 



records frequency and speed of traffic (but not size or number plates).  A second 
camera, costing £1,200, can record the size of vehicles. 

 The Chairman proposed, and opened discussion to MoPs, that the Council should 
consider investing in both types of cameras.  Mr Taylor and Ms Nolleth agreed that 
both cameras should be purchased.  Mr Halmshaw and Mr Mitchell said that the 
cameras would act as traffic calming measures; and the data recorded would be a 
useful indication of vehicle movement to/from specific sites in the village. 
Once acquired, the Chairman explained that it will require someone/a small team of 
Councillors and MoPs to run the equipment.  MoPs commented that purchasing the 
equipment would be a good start to dealing with the issue, and any data gathered 
would be useful in future negotiations with NCCH.  MoP Mr Johnson reported that 
data has recently been gathered on Fersfield Road – revealing that 50% of traffic 
during that period exceeded the speed limit.  Mr Johnson has spoken to Gary Sabo 
(the Local Police Community Officer); this, together with information about SNAP 
(Safer Neighbourhood Action Plan) has been emailed to the Parish Council.  The 
next SNAP Meeting is on 18th November at Attleborough Police Station. 
Following further discussion it was proposed by Mr Taylor, seconded by Ms Nolleth 
and all were in favour to apply for 50% funding for both cameras, and if funding was 
not available the Council would in any event purchase both.  The Clerk will check 
the insurance position.  The Clerk asked Councillors to consider her email of 1st 
November which included further information about SNAP. 
 

(b) Village Hall Site 

Mr Sharland of the Village Hall Committee (“VHC”) reported that Mr Newbury had 
the day before emailed him confirming that there would be activity on site the week 
after next, and a conclusion date of September 2017.  The Chairman, with members 
of the VHC, had met with the Contractor on site last week who said that they are in 
funds to recommence work. 
Adult Exercise Equipment – the Clerk explained that the Grant awarded (£9,120) is 
for Adult exercise equipment only; no funds were awarded for Childrens' play 
equipment.  There are Terms and Conditions attached to the Norfolk Community 
Foundation funding agreement, details of which have been emailed to Councillors 
and the VHC.  One is that the balance of monies (£3,818) must be in place (see 7(c) 
below).  The Chairman and Mr Sharland are meeting the supplier on site on 4th 
November to discuss where the equipment should be located.  The Clerk confirmed 
that the equipment will be covered by KPC's insurance and she raised the issue of 
who would be responsible for maintenance – KPC or VHC? 

 

(c) Playing Field 

The Clerk said that the Playing Field Committee are waiting for a response from the 
Charity Commission and hoped to have this in advance of the December KPC 
Meeting so that the next step could be taken for KPC to take over the management 
and administration of the Playing Field.  The Clerk identified those activities that she 
would be responsible for and those she could assist with.  The Chairman reminded 



the Meeting that someone will need to take on the role of co-ordinating the 
management of the Playing Field and asked all Councillors to consider this in 
advance of a decision being made at the December Meeting. 

 

(d) Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) 
The Chairman reported on the recent 2 day exhibition in St Mary's Church.  There 
had been a steady number of MoPs attending, providing feedback.  Mr Barber has 
sumamrised the response and he will give a short presentation to KPC at the 
December Meeting and explain the next step - a plan will be drafted and a 
referendum held within the village.  This is to tie in with Breckland's Local Plan, 
which the Chairman has responded to online – KPC, as agreed at the October 
Meeting, has endorsed 2 preferred sites (for up to 35 houses by 2036) and asked that 
consideration be given to expanding the school and medical centre. 

 

(e) Breckland's policy on Equal Opportunities (“EOP”) 
The Clerk explained that KPC having an EOP was a 'preferred' requirement when 
applying for funding.  A draft EOP has been circulated to all Councillors.  Mr 
Mitchell proposed, Ms Nolleth seconded and all were in favour to adopt the EOP. 

 

6. Planning Matters – there were none. 
 

7. Financial Matters 

(a) Barclays – the new Kenninghall Wood Account is up and running and the Clerk will 
arrange for the recovered monies (£2,418) to be transferred to this account.  The 
balance of the KPC account as at 13th October 2016 was therefore £16,299. 

(b) Quarterly payment to Parish Clerk and review of pay scale - Mr Taylor proposed, 
Ms Nolleth seconded and all were in favour to pay the Clerk £350.  The Chairman 
explained that now would be an appropriate time to review and adopt a recognised 
payscale.  The Clerk will circulate a draft standard Contract of Employment and 
payscale (as produced by the National Association of Local Councils), together with 
details of the approximate hours incurred each month, for Councillors to consider 
and for a decision at the next Meeting. 

(c) Norfolk Community Foundation – Development Fund Monies – balance of £3,818 
to fund the purchase of Adult exercise equipment (see 5(b) above) – the VAT 
element of the total sum to pay will be recoverable therefore the balance due of 
£3,818 will be reduced.  For the purpose of this Meeting it was agreed that £3,818 
will be marked in the accounts as reserved for this purpose.  Mr Taylor proposed, Mr 
Edwards seconded and all were in favour. 

(d) Purchase of KPC Laptop – the Clerk explained the benefit of KPC having a 
dedicated laptop.  It was agreed that she should see if any funding might be available 
from Breckland and to get costings for the December Meeting.  It was agreed in 
principle that a laptop should then be purchased – Mr Styles proposed, Mr Halmshaw 
seconded and all were in favour. 



(e) Precept and Budget 2017/2018 – the Clerk asked Councillors to consider the budget 
for 2017/2018.  She will circulate details of regular payments that are made each year, 
and anticipated amounts for the next financial year.  A decision on the Precept 
(currently £6,000 pa) to request from Breckland must be made at the December 
Meeting. 

 

8.  Correspondence 

(a) Countryside Alliance Awards – nominations for the Rural Oscars – following 
discussion it was agreed to nominate the Kenninghall Shop/Post Office – all 
Councillors were in favour. 

(b) British Red Cross – request for donation – KPC has not made a donation in the past, 
and in light of other donations KPC makes it was agreed not to make a donation. 

(c) MK Illuminations – Market Place Christmas Illuminations – following 
discussion it was agreed to put on hold to 2017 whether or not to purchase Christmas 
lights etc. 

(d) CAB Diss, Thetford & District – request for donation – KPC last made a donation 
in January 2013 (£100).  The Chairman proposed, Mr Taylor seconded and all were 
in favour to make a donation of £200. 

 

9. Any other business 

(a) Town & Parish Forum – change of date to Thursday 8th December 6 pm, Dereham. 
(b) Blo Norton Parish Council – the Clerk informed the Meeting that she had been 

asked to be the Parish Clerk for Blo Norton (meetings helds every 2 months).  No 
objections were made to her accepting this appointment. 

(c) White Lines on B113 - Mr Hill raised the issue of the absence of central white lines 
on the B1113 since resurfacing took place; despite a previous request for 
reinstatement one year on there are still no lines making driving difficult in the 
dark/fog, and dangerous for pedestrians.  The Chairman has previously requested 
NCCH, and will ask once again, for the lines to be reinstated. 

(d) Defibrillator - Ms Monck, on behalf of Kenninghall Scount Group, spoke about the 
provision of a community defibrillator.  She will provide KPC with details of costs 
(approximately £2,000) and proposed a potential contribution from KPC (25-30%).  
It was agreed that this will be an item on the December agenda and Ms Monck be 
invited to give a short presentation. 

The Meeting was closed to allow the Councillors in camera to select 2 new Parish 
Councillors 

The next meeting was agreed for 7.30 pm Tuesday 6th December at Kenninghall Primary 
School Hall. 

...................................................... 
Stephen Gordon 

Chairman 

 



 

Co-option of 2 new Parish Councillors 

 

Following discussion and consideration of the 3 candidates it was agreed that Gary Bell and 
Leigh Sturgeon should be co-opted. 
 
  

 

…......................................................... 
Catherine Ross (Clerk to KPC) 
1st November 2016 


