
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 

held on 3rd May 2016 at Kenninghall Primary School 
 

Present: 
  
Mr David Brown    Mr David Last 
Mr Kevin Edwards    Mr Simon Mitchell  
Mr Stephen Gordon (Chairman) Mr Neville Styles 
Mr Marcus Halmshaw   Mr Edward Wood 
 
Ms Catherine Ross (Parish Clerk) 
 
In attendance – Mr Mick Sharland and Mr Pete Kaye of the Village Hall Committee 
(“VHC”) 
 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Maureen John, Ms Samantha Nolleth and 
Councillor Marion Chapman-Allen. 
 
2. Declaration by Councillors of any disclosable pecuniary or personal interests in 

any Agenda items: 
 
There were no declarations. 
 
3. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 5th April 2016 having been previously circulated were approved 
and a copy signed by the Chairman.   
 
4. Matters Arising  
 
(a) Roads 
 

(i) Heath Road – temporary closure from 7 pm 11th May – 6 am 12th May – for 
Norfolk County Council to carry out repairs to a burst water main. 

 
(ii) Traffic in West Church Street/East Church Street (“Church Street”)  – 

concerns have been raised by a member of the public about the increase in 
number, size and speed of HGVs, large farm machinery, etc using Church 
Street.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Clerk will make 
enquiries of Norfolk County Council Highways (“NCCH”) as to the cost etc 
of carrying out a traffic survey and report back to the Council at its next 
meeting. 

 
(iii) Lopham Road – Mr Halmshaw advised that the trees opposite Kenninghall 

Primary School need trimming.  The Clerk will raise this issue with NCCH. 
 



(iv) Parking of vehicles – several Councillors reported vehicles parking in 
potentially dangerous spots and on the wrong side of the road, wrong way 
round around Kenninghall.  The Chairman will ask the Police to check this on 
their routine visits (as this does not fall within KPC's jurisdiction). 

 
(v) Highway Ranger – had been asked, amongst other things, to clear all drains 

in Kenninghall and on the Lopham and Banham Roads, but it does not appear 
that these have yet been done. 

 
(b) Village Hall Site (“VHS”) – Mr Kaye reported that landscaping of the VHS has 

begun.  Mr Sharland had spoken to Matt Newbury who had given his assurance that 
the contractor anticipates the Village Hall will be completed by the end of 2016.  
There followed a general discussion about the VHS and its progress. 

 
(c) Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) - data is currently being recorded, and 

Mr Graham Barber (of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee) will attend 
and report on the NDP at the June KPC Meeting. 

 
(d) Playing Field – this is moving towards KPC taking on a sole trustee role.  The Clerk 

is meeting with Mr Pete Osborne of the Playing Field Committee to discuss/draft the 
necessary paperwork to carry out the transfer.  This will not solve the problem of 
personnel to carry out the management of the Playing Field which remains an 
ongoing issue. 

 
5. Planning Matters 
 
(a) Mr John Blair – Mill House, Mill Lane, Kennighall – side extension to existing 

dwelling.  Following a general discussion it was agreed unanimously to Object to the 
application on the grounds of its proximity to the public footpath (a restricted byway); 
and if the hedge currently in place is removed it will change the character of the lane. 

 
6. Financial Matters 
 
(a) Payment for new Parish Notice Board – Classic Country Furniture (Mr Pip Whittle) 

- £440.00 – agreed unanimously to pay.  Mr Styles suggested that a plaque should be 
carved - 'Kenninghall Parish Notice Board' – it was agreed unanimously that the 
Chairman should speak to Mr Whittle about the cost of doing this. 

 
(b) Holden Plant Hire - invoice for hire of digger to enable the repair of a pipe causing 

flooding to part of Kenninghall Wood - £180.00 – agreed unanimously to pay.  Mr 
Kenny Boatman carried out the work and it was agreed unanimously to pay £43.99 
towards a gift for him. 

 
(b) KPC Insurance Renewal – with AON - due 1st June 2016 - £324.13.  Agreed 

unanimously to pay.  The Clerk reported that she had been advised by AON that this 
insurance will cover PL insurance for the Street Party in June. 

 
(c) KPC Wood Account – the Clerk reported that the dormant account monies had been 

received - £2,418.34 – and paid into the KPC general account.  The Clerk will 



arrange for a new Kenninghall Wood account to be opened – it was agreed that the 2 
signatories would be Mr Styles and Mr Edwards. 

 
(d) Queen's 90th Birthday Commemorative Coins for distribution to all primary 

school and pre-school children – purchased by Mr Mitchell for £326.60 – agreed 
unanimously to pay.  The Chairman will distribute the coins at the Kenninghall 
Primary School Assembly on Friday 6th May. 

 
7. Correspondence 
 
(a) Norfolk Community & Environmental Service Department – re East Harling 

Flexibus (timetable) – distributed to all Councillors in advance of the Meeting for 
information only. 

 
8. Any Other Business 
 
(a) South Breckland Parish Forum (“SBPF”) – the Chairman and Clerk had attended 

the inaugural Meeting of the SBPF on 11th April.  The Chairman reported that 
Council Members from Harling, Snetterton, Shropham, Roudham/Larling, Bridgham 
and North Lopham were at the meeting, and District Councillor Ellen Jolly.  The 
purpose of the Meeting was to set up a working group of local Parish Councils to 
work in unison on future issues such as planning, traffic, infrastructure issues and 
information sharing.  The group will meet Quarterly (unless an urgent issue arises), 
and Councillors from other local Wards will be invited to the next Meeting. 

 
(b) Solar Farm, Garboldisham Road – the Chairman reported that he had received 

complaints that areas around the Solar Farm are in an untidy state.  The Chairman 
will contact Lark Energy (which own the Solar Farm) about this. 

 
 Mr Kaye raised the issue of the soil beneath the solar panels – a condition of planning 

permission was that there would be particular cultivation of it. The Chairman will 
contact Breckland Council about it, and about planting of trees around the Biomass 
Digester (also a condition of planning permission), as raised by Mr Halmshaw. 

 
(c) Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (“AMPC”) and Annual Parish Meeting 

(“APM”) – the Chairman proposed that the APM should be held immediately before 
the KPC Meeting on 7th June and the AMPC as part of the normal meeting 
proceedings.  All agreed. 

 
(d) Dog Bins – Mr Styles reported that he has installed one bin on WCS; and another 

will be installed on the Quidenham Road once positioning has been agreed with the 
Doctors' Surgery. Following a general discussion it was agreed that Mr Styles will 
identify where a general rubbish bin could be put within Kenninghall Wood by the 
Kenninghall Lands Trust. 

 
The next meeting was agreed for 7.30 pm Tuesday 7th June at Kenninghall Primary 
School Hall and will start with the Annual Parish Meeting 

...................................................... 
Stephen Gordon 



Chairman 


