
	  

	  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th June 2016 at 
Kenninghall Primary School 

 
Present: 
 
Mr Kevin Edwards    Mr Neville Styles 
Mr Stephen Gordon (Chairman) Mr Brian Taylor 
Mr Marcus Halmshaw   Mr Edward Wood 
Ms Samantha Nolleth     
    
Ms Catherine Ross (Parish Clerk) 
 
In attendance – 11 members of the public. 
 
1. Chairman's report to the Parish on the activities of the Parish Council during 
 2015-2016:- 
 
The Chairman presented a brief overview of the Parish Council's year, including:- 
 
- Parish Clerk and Parish Governance - after 29 years service by Colin Wright as 

Parish Clerk, thanks were given to him on stepping down in June 2015.  Thanks was 
expressed to Catherine Ross for her work as the new Parish Clerk as from September 
2015.  Thanks to her work improved Parish Council Governance is in place, 
including a published Code of Conduct, Disclosable Pecuniary Interests forms have 
been completed by all Councillors and a Declaration of Interests by Councillors is 
now invited at the beginning of each Meeting should they have a conflict of interest 
in any matter to be discussed. 

 
- Village Hall – following some delay building of the new Village Hall is under way; 

the predicted completion date is October 2016.  Thanks were given to all members of 
the Village Hall Committee, and in particular Mick Sharland and Pete Kaye, for their 
continued efforts.  KPC has applied for funding for outdoor exercise and play 
equipment for the Village Hall grounds. 

 
- Traffic – there has been a notable increase in the size and volume of traffic through 

Kenninghall during the year.  The Chairman has received a number of emails from 
concerned members of the Parish. 

 
- The White Horse – continues to deteriorate.  Despite enquiries made by KPC of the 

owners and their intentions there are no known plans for the future. 
 
- The Queens 90th birthday – to be recognised by a Street Party organised by the Red 

Lion and team, and supported by KPC.  Commemorative Medals were presented by 
the Chairman of KPC to all pre-school and school children at Kenninghall Primary 
School. 

 
- Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) – a steering committee was set up in 

2015 and Questionnaires delivered to all households and businesses in Kenninghall in 



	  

	  

Spring 2016.  Thanks were given to Graham Barber and Jim Waters for all their work 
to date on the NDP. 

 
- South Breckland Combined Parishes Forum has been established by East Harling 

PC and on which KPC will be represented.  There will be quarterly meetings for 
village representatives in the surrounding area to discuss common concerns such as 
planning applications and traffic. 

 
- Ongoing drainage issues – some have been resolved during the year, but others not. 

Norfolk County Council has recently confirmed that it has allocated £30,000 to try 
and resolve the Fersfield Road drainage issues. 

 
- Breckland's local plan consultation – 4 areas of land were identified by Breckland 

in Kenninghall on which new housing could be built – KPC responded by identifying 
one site it would favour if any new houses had to be built in the village (bearing in 
mind that approximately 60 new houses have been built in the last 10 years). 

 
- Purchases - a further 2 dog waste bins have been purchased. 
 
- Laying of cable Snetterton to Diss – caused some disruption as it progressed 

through Kenninghall. 
 
- Parish Charities – thanks were given to Mick Sharland, Brian Taylor and Marcus 

Halmshaw for their efforts in dealing with these. 
 
- A new Councillor has been co-opted on the KPC – Samantha Nolleth.  Sadly, 

Maureen John has recently resigned.  A vote of thanks was given on behalf of all the  
Councillors to Mrs John for her service as Parish Councillor.  It was recognised that 
she has always been a concerned and active member of the Council.  There is 
therefore now the opportunity to co-opt a new Parish Councillor – the Chairman will 
publish a note in the Kenninghall News inviting expressions of interest. 

  
- Village Playing Field (“VPF”) – due to lack of support from members of the Parish 

the VPF Committee has asked KPC to take over the role as sole Trustee.  Thanks 
were given to Pete and Celia Osborne for all their efforts in maintaining the VPF 
Committee and 200 Club.  The Chairman expressed his concern at the lack of 
response by members of the Parish to requests to get involved to support the VPF. 

 
- Thanks were given to Mr Neville Styles for his continued work in maintaining 

Kenninghall Woods, the footpaths and Beck. 
 
In response to the Chairman's overview the following issue was raised by a member of the 
public: 
 
- The White Horse – some action should be taken.  Can the KPC get the property 

declared a building of community interest?  Councillor Simon Mitchell has made 
enquiries about the building.  It was agreed that KPC will contact Breckland to 
determine the statutory requirements of the owner (as it is a listed building) 

 



	  

	  

2. Neighbourhood Development Plan – Graham Barber of the NDP Committee 
presented a report on the initial results 

 
In summary, 94 Household Questionnaires were completed and returned, and 10 Business 
Questionnaires.  The main issues are concerns about the increase in size and speed of traffic 
through Kenninghall, moderate housing expansion and the importance of retaining the 
character, ethos and rural nature of the village. 
 
The NDP Committee's next step is to decide whether the Questionnaire should be published 
on line for those who had not responded to have a further opportunity to do so.  The 
Committee will also be speaking to the Doctors' Surgery, School and the Red Lion for their 
input; following which there will be a public exhibition over a weekend (in the Autumn) for 
further comments from members of the Parish. 
 
Thanks were given to Graham Barber and Jim Waters for their continued efforts in dealing 
with this. 
 
 
 
 

There immediately followed the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:- 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
7th June 2016 at Kenninghall Primary School 

 
3. Election of Chairman for 2016-2017:- Mr Styles proposed and Mr Edwards 
seconded that Mr Gordon should remain Chairman of KPC.  All Councillors were in favour.  
Thanks was given by a member of the public to Mr Gordon for his continuing efforts as 
Chairman. 
 
4. Election of Vice Chairman for 2016-2017:-  Mr Taylor proposed and Ms Nolleth 
seconded that Mr Halmshaw should remain Vice Chairman of KPC.  All Councillors were 
in favour. 
 
 

There immediately followed the Meeting of the Parish Council:- 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 

held on 7th June 2016 at Kenninghall Primary School 
 

 
5. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Simon Mitchell and Councillor Marion 



	  

	  

Chapman-Allen.  Mrs John's resignation as Parish Councillor was confirmed; a new co-
opted Councillor will be sought.  
 
6. Declaration by Councillors of any disclosable pecuniary or personal interests in 

any Agenda items: 
 
None. 
 
7. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd May 2016 having been previously circulated – one 
amendment was requested – paragraph 4 (a) (iii) reference to Mr Halmshaw was changed to 
Mr Last.  Following this amendment Mr Styles proposed and Mr Halmshaw seconded, and 
it was agreed unanimously, that the Minutes be approved and a copy signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
8. Matters Arising  
 
(a) Roads 
 

(i) Traffic Survey – West Church Street/East Church Street/Heath Road – 
the Chairman had received 2 emails in the previous few days, in addition to 
emails received prior to this, from different members of the public (“MOP”).  
An email from Mr Jones (of Pear Tree Farm) was read to the Meeting, and a 
similar email from Mr Boatman was referred to.  Concerns raised are about 
the size, speed and amount of traffic from Market Place to Fersfield Road –  
MOPs are raising concerns that “Something clearly needs to be done before 
there is a serious accident”. 

 
 There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors and MOPs.  

The Chairman agreed that there has been an increase in the size and frequency 
of vehicles along West Church Street (“WCS”) to Fersfield Road.  Mr Woods 
stated that HGVs have every right to use the road and that their size makes no 
difference.   A MOP referred to incidents of HGVs delivering to Crown 
Milling on Heath Road using WCS because the HGV's sat nav indicates that 
there is a weight restriction on Heath Road – in fact the HGVs do have access 
via Heath Road and further, there is a weight restriction on WCS.  Concerns 
were raised by a number of MOPs about the possibility of high numbers of 
HGVs a year travelling to/from Ash Tree Farm.  There has been a suggestion 
made for a bypass from Crown Milling to Lopham Road and possible 
upgrading of the east end of Heath Road.  It was also suggested that the 2 
companies should be approached to pay for such work. 

 
A MOP (resident of Heath Road) has collated information over the last 2 
years regarding the movement of traffic.  His report was read out to the 
Meeting.  He felt that KPC had difficulty addressing some of the issues re 
Crown Milling.  Concern was raised that Crown Milling had recently been 
sold and that the volume of traffic is expected to increase, causing further 
deterioration (including flooding) to Heath Road and to private land adjoining 



	  

	  

it.  The MOP felt that the residents of Heath Road have been “let down” by 
KPC and Breckland Council.  The road is not constructed to support the 
weight and number of vehicles using it.  The MOP said that residents of Heath 
Road wanted '”respect” - from KPC and Breckland, the new owners of 
Crown Milling and drivers of vehicles using Heath Road.  A new road/bypass 
could be constructed.  The MOP stated that he had no issue with Crown 
Milling and its operation and the jobs it creates – but is concerned about the 
increase in traffic and preventing further expansion. 

 
MOP, Mr Waters, advised the Meeting that at the Judicial Review the Court 
had found in favour of Breckland.  Mr Waters reiterated that a purpose built 
road into Crown Milling is needed and now is the time for KPC to “grasp the 
nettle” to try and resolve the issue.  A MOP said that a traffic survey was 
needed. 

 
 Following further discussion the Chairman pointed out that over many years 

KPC had consistently called on Breckland Council and Norfolk County 
Council to regularise the situation but that they had failed to do so.  It was 
agreed that the Chairman will contact the new owners of Crown Milling and 
Mr Gooderham to arrange a meeting before the next Meeting, in July, of the 
KPC. 

 
(ii) MOP, Mr Waters, reported that Mr Alston accepts that the overflowing drains 

on Heath Road are caused by a problem on land he owns and he is taking 
steps to resolve this. 

 
(iii) The Clerk reported that an estimate for carrying out a traffic survey (camera 

installed for 12 hours to record number and type of vehicle) was £700-800.  
Alternatively, or in addition, a public meeting could be held and a 'Traffic 
Committee' set up to organise a survey by members of the Parish to cover a 
number of days.  The Chairman proposed that further information should be 
gathered first (including a meeting with Crown Milling and Mr Gooderham).  
A MOP asked that Banham Road should be surveyed. 

 
(b) Village Hall Site 
 
 Mr Taylor reported that he had attend the last VHC Meeting.  Footings are now in 

place and the contractors anticipate completion by the end of October.  
 
 
9. Planning Matters 
 
(a) Mr & Mrs Powell – Street Farm House, Market Place, Kenninghall – proposed 

alterations and extensions to dwelling.  A consultation only at this stage.  Mr Styles 
raised concerns that the proposed alterations will result in vehicles not being able to 
turn around on the property and therefore having to either reverse on to or off the 
main road.  Following further discussion it was agreed that KPC would record this 
concern with Breckland, together with the recommendation that a plan should be put 
in place in advance re the delivery of materials. 



	  

	  

 
10. Financial Matters 
 
(a) Annual Return for Year Ending 31st March 2016 – copies of the completed Return 

and extracts from the KPC Accounts were circulated, and the Clerk briefly took the 
Council through the paperwork and figures. 

 
 Balance 1st April 2015:     £10,211.18 
 Receipts:         £7,078.78 
 Expenses:         £5,016.52 
 Balance brought forward to 1st April 2016:  £12,273.44 
  
 KPC Wood Account:       £2,418.34 
 
 Mr Taylor proposed and Mr Woods seconded, and it was agreed unanimously, to 

approve Section 1 the Accountancy Statement and Section 2 the Annual Governance 
Statement in principle – and to advise the Clerk within 24 hours otherwise.  The 
Clerk advised the Meeting that the completed Annual Return will be displayed on the 
KPC website and MOPs can request copies from her. 

 

(b) Payment to Kenninghall Primary School - £76.50 – for hire of the School Hall – 
approved for payment. 

 

11. Correspondence 

 
There was no correspondence to discuss. 
 
12. Any Other Business 
 
(a) The CPRE Magazine was circulated to all Councillors. 
 
 
 
The next Meeting was agreed for 7.30 pm Tuesday 5th July at Kenninghall Primary 
School Hall. 

...................................................... 
Stephen Gordon 

Chairman 


