
Minutes of the Meeting of Kenninghall Parish Council 
held on 8th March 2016 at Kenninghall Primary School 

 
Present: 
  
Mr David Brown    Ms Samantha Nolleth 
Mr Kevin Edwards    Mr Neville Styles 
Mr Stephen Gordon (Chairman)  Mr Brian Taylor 
Mr Marcus Halmshaw   Mr Edward Wood 
Mr Simon Mitchell 
 
Ms Catherine Ross (Parish Clerk) 
 
In attendance – Mick Sharland of the Village Hall Committee (“VHC”); Peter Osborne of the 
Playing Field Committee (“PFC”) and 2 members of the public.  County Councillor Stephen Askew 
(in attendance from 8.15 pm onwards). 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Breckland District Councillor Mrs Marion Chapman-
Allen, Mrs M John and Mr D Last. 
 
2. Declaration by Councillors of any disclosable pecuniary or personal interests in any 

Agenda items: 
 
There were no declarations. 
 
3. Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of 2nd February 2016 having been previously circulated were approved and 
a copy signed by the Chairman.  Proposed by Mr Taylor and seconded by Mr Halmshaw. 
 
4. Matters Arising  
 
(a) Neighbourhood Development Plan (“NDP”) 
 

There are 2 Questionnaires, one for Businesses and one for Households.  A copy of each 
had been circulated to all Councillors for their comments.  Mr Taylor asked how the 
Questionnaires are to be distributed – the Chairman confirmed that a copy of each would go 
to every household in the Parish via the Kenninghall News, and a copy of the Business 
Questionnaire sent to all businesses.  Councillors were asked to email the Chairman details 
of anyone who has a business in the area (eg. farming land) but doesn't actually live within 
the Parish.  Following further discussion, the Chairman will raise a number of points with 
the NDP Committee – to include a covering letter to explain that the data returned would be 
anonymous; the time limit within which the Questionnaires should be returned; collection 
points (eg. the Shop, School). 

  
 (b) Roads  
 

Work has successfully finished on the drain at the entrance to Crown Meadow.  However, 
work on drainage along Fersfield Road has not been successful.  The central problem is a 
narrow gauge pipe which needs to be replaced.  The Chairman has emailed Highways again 



about this. 
 

Mr Styles reported that water coming down the Lopham Road, from Heath Farm, is backing 
up as the pipe under the road narrows, causing flooding.  He has provided the Chairman with 
photos of the problem which the Chairman will pass on to Highways, together with details of 
the blocked drains/flooding on the Banham Road.  The Chairman asked that anyone who 
carries out work on drainage/manhole covers in the Parish, which are not on their land, liaise 
with Highways. 

 
(c) Village Hall Site 
 

Mick Sharland of the VHC reported that the new contractor had assured the VHC that all is 
in place for a start on site on 14th March.  If this does not happen the VHC will meet on 15th 
March to decide its next step. 

 
(d) Playing Field 
 

Peter Osborne of the PFC reported that as a result of a number of items in Kenninghall 
News one person had responded to the request for support (but to date they had not taken 
the matter further).  Following the discussion at the February KPC Meeting the PFC could 
move forward with some of the actions discussed, but the deficit/loss will increase this year.  
The PFC will need some income from the KPC to survive.  Alternatively, a decision needs 
to be made whether to continue providing the facility of the Playing Field.  Essentially, the 
Parish owns the land, and it is held in trust by the Charity Commission; most of the work to 
maintain the land is carried out by Pete Kaye, Neville Styles and Peter Osborne. 

 
The Chairman reiterated the KPC's support via funding from the Parish precept; but the 
issue remains that people are needed to run/maintain the Playing Field and Playing Field 
Fund (via the 200 Club).   He suggested a Spring working party, which might introduce new 
people to the PFC; and that the issue should be revisited in 6-12 months time.  Thanks was 
given by the KPC to both Peter and Celia Osborne for all their efforts to date with the 
Playing Field. 
 

5. Planning Matters 
 
(a) P.W & J W Baker – Fen Farm Barn, High Starling, Banham – conversion of barn to 

residential dwelling - Ref: 3PL/2015/1469/F (Full Consultation) – details had been sent by 
Breckland Council to KPC for information purposes only. 

(b) I.Brown & A.Gilks – Grange Cottage, East Church Street, Kenninghall – demolition of 
partition wall, internal room changes and install external central heating oil boiler – Ref: 
3PL/2016//0202/LB (Listed Building Consent).  All Councillors were in favour. 

 
6. Financial Matters 
 
(a) Invoice from Glasdon UK Ltd for 2 dog waste bins, £207.64 – Mr Mitchell Proposed and Mr 

Brown seconded, and it was agreed unanimously, that this should be paid. 
 
(b) Campaign to Protect Rural England (“CPRE”) – it was agreed unanimously to renew the 

KPC's membership of the CPRE.  
 
 



7. Correspondence 
 
(a) Voluntary Norfolk – re Volunteer Drivers to join the Norfolk non emergency patient 

transport service – there is an 'informal' group in the Parish who already offer this facility, 
and the Chairman suggested that the request from Voluntary Norfolk be mentioned in the 
Kenninghall News. 

 
(b) Norfolk County Council (Community and Environmental Services)  -  Community 

Biodiversity Awards 2016 – Mr Styles will pass on the website link/further information to 
anyone who might be interested. 

(c) Norfolk County Council (Community and Environmental Services) - Norfolk Non-
Native Species Initiative – Survey - Mr Styles will pass on further information to anyone 
who might be interested, and will complete the Survey. 

(d) Norfolk County Council (Planning Services) – Norfolk County Council Local List for 
Validation of Planning Applications Consultation – Draft - Invitation to make 
Representations.  The Clerk explained that the proposed changes are to better relate 
requirements to proposed impacts, to reflect current requirements/guidance, and for 
simplification and consistency.  This was noted by the KPC and no further action is to be 
taken. 

(e) Harling Parish Council – have invited a number of local Parish Councils to join them for 
an informal meeting to discuss planning issues that cover 2 or more Parishes, issues over 
infrastructure, education and health care, and information held within individual Councils.  
It was agreed that the KPC should attend any such meeting. 

(f) Breckland Council – Voluntary Code re smoking areas – competition for school children - 
Mr Mitchell will pass details of this to the School. 

 
8. Any Other Business 
 
(a) Flood Resilience (Norse Projects) – offering the opportunity to discuss with one of their 

advisors how to tackle any areas of the Parish which it is considered is at risk of flooding.  
After discussion it was agreed that at present there are no areas of concern to raise with 
Norse Projects. 

 
(b) Queen's 90th Birthday – the Clerk referred to the Red Lion's proposed plan to organise a 

street party, as reported in the Kenninghall News – and the meeting at the Red Lion on 22nd 
March to discuss ideas.  The Chairman confirmed that the KPC would support the Red 
Lion's plans and asked for it to propose a budget to which the KPC could contribute. 

 
 Commemorative Coins – it was agreed that the KPC will purchase Commemorative Coins 

for all the children of Kenninghall Primary and Nursery School.  Proposed by Mr Halmshaw 
and seconded by Ms Nolleth.  Mr Mitchell will liaise with the School and order the required 
number of Coins. 

  
 
The next meeting was agreed for 7.30 pm Tuesday 5th April 2016 in the Primary School Hall. 

 
 

...................................................... 
Stephen Gordon 

Chairman 


