DRAFT


DENHOLM & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD AT BEDRULE VILLAGE HALL,

ON WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2011

Present:

	Community Councillor S Beck (SB)

Community Councillor S Huddart (SH)
Community Councillor W A B Roberts (WR)

Mrs G Crew (GC)

Councillor Z Elliot 

Councillor S Marshall 


	 Chairman

Secretary/Treasurer

Co-opted Member 

SBC 

SBC




Apologies: 

	Councillor J Houston 


	SBC




In Attendance:

	Four members of the public
	


	Item
	Subject/Discussion
	Action

	1.
	Apologies for Absence.  Apologies had been received from Cllr J Houston
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting (27 Jul 11).  Accepted.
	

	3.
	Police Report.  PC Murray delivered his report, attached.
	

	4.
	Matters Arising.  

a.
Public Rights of Way.  Chair reported his meeting with Susan Kevan, that appropriate signage was now deployed, and that the unauthorised padlock had been removed.

b.
Telephone Box Maintenance.  GC reported that a third estimate for the work to renovate the phone box had not been forthcoming.  It was agreed that work should be ordered to proceed in accordance with the cheaper of the two estimates received.  GC to progress.

c.
Road Sign for Ruberslaw Drive.  Work completed.

d.
Pavement, Main Street, Denholm.  Cllr Elliot pointed out that the original grant of £16K had been for repairs to the entire pavement along the Main Street (south side), but this had not been carried out as intended.  The CC was generally dissatisfied with the response from SBC regarding the broken slabs, and with the failure to complete the work in accordance with the original specification.  Cllr Elliot offered to take up the matter again with SBC Technical Services.

e.
Road Safety.  Cllr Houston to investigate on his return from leave.

f.
Bedrule Road Junction.  Further evidence was not to hand regarding the safety of this junction.  GC to write to SBC Cllrs.
	GC

Elliot

Houston

GC

	5.
	Finance.  

a.
Annual Financial Report to SBC.  Treasurer had reported as required.

b.
Proposals for Expenditure of CC Funds.  


(1)  Westgate Public Toilets.  Cllr Marshall reported that Frank Scott had considered the proposal for a local adoption of the toilets “a good idea” but had reservations on practical issues (electricity supply, frotst damage, disabled access etc).  He had said there was no budget to bring the toilets up to an acceptable standard, and that they would be closed following the 5 Nov bonfire celebrations.

(2)  Bedrule Phone Box.  WR was still awaiting a response from BT, but initial indications were not favourable for a “local maintenance without adoption” scheme. 


(3) Contribution to Denholm Primary School Newspaper.  WR to investigate the next issue of the paper.

(4)  Dropped Kerb.  SH proposed installation of a dropped kerb to aid disabled access, near the Denholm Post Office.   Cllrs pointed out that this would require SBC approval, but this was unlikely to be a problem if the D&DCC were to fund the work.  Cost was estimated at about £1000.  SH agreed to seek the approval of local residents; Cllr Marshal agreed to approach the Roads Dept.
	WR

SH

Marshall

	6.
	Requests for Observations.   

Chair offered a number of applications for perusal.  Two such gave rise to comment:

a.
11/01072/FUL.  Mr & Mrs Towers.   Installation of photovoltaic array (solar panels) to roof at Rockview, Leyden Road, Denholm. Objections were raised with regard to the panels being visible from the conservation area.  The applicant should be encouraged to amend the proposal, such that the panels were not visible from within the conservation area, in line with similar applications from Denholm Church and others.

b.
11/01096/FUL.   Mr Jim Shanks.   Erection of a single wind turbine 74 m high to tip and associated substation, hard-standing and access track at Standhill Farm.  Mr Shanks briefed the CC on his application.  Following considerable discussion, during which various views were voiced in favour of and against the proposal, Mr Shanks was encouraged to arrange a public meeting in Denholm Village Hall, with the aim of explaining to the community his plan and its implications.  D&DCC would assist as much as possible, but the initiative to organise the meeting should rest with the applicant.  Residents of adjacent communities also affected by the plan (eg Lilliesleaf) should be invited to attend.
	

	7.
	Correspondence.  Treasurer would contact SBC with regard to the need to arrange CC Insurance Cover.
	WR

	8.
	Any Other Business.  

a.
Water Butt at Denholm Cemetery.  Cllr Marshal would take forward.

b.
Speeding on Jedburgh Road.  CC members expressed their frustration at the continuing prevalence of motorists speeding through the village.  
	Marshall



	
	Next Meeting.  The next meeting would be on Wed 26 Oct at 7.00 pm, at Denholm Village Hall.  (This will be the last meeting of the current D&DCC prior to fresh elections.)

The meeting closed at 8.15 pm.
	All


W A B Roberts

Sec








9 Oct 11

	Membership of D&DCC:

Mr S Beck (Chairman)

Mrs G Crew

Mrs J Currie

Mr S Huddart

Mr W Roberts (Secretary/ Treasurer)
	Information:

Mrs Z Elliot (Councillor, SBC)

Mr J Houston (Councillor, SBC)

Miss C Malster (Community 
Engagement Officer, SBC)

Mr S Marshall (Councillor, SBC)

Ms J Wilkinson (Clerk to SBC)

Ms J Ross, Hawick News
Ms S Williamson, Hawick News
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