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AGM
The agenda for this month’s AGM has already been circulated, but can I remind you 
that the AGM starts at 7.45pm, not our usual 8pm. One of the items is a proposed 
change to the Society’s constitution. This is to ensure that our procedures do not fall 
foul of the GDPR regulations introduced last year. The AGM will be followed by Dr 
Graham Leslie’s Presidential address.

Committee Vacancies – please feel free to put your name forward!
It would be lovely to welcome some new faces to the Committee. We are a friendly 
bunch that meets three times a year & meetings usually last about 90 minutes. If 
interested, you can get an idea of what we do from the website, which has the 
minutes from our 2018 Committee Meetings. We have vacancies for ordinary 
members & have had one nomination already. Our Secretary & our Treasurer are 
both now going into extra time, so anyone who would like to ‘shadow’ them in 2019 
would be most welcome (& if a couple of people came forward for the Secretary role,
we could discuss splitting it). Ray Wilson will be coming to the end of his term of 
office soon. If you would like to have a major influence on our lecture programme, 
then Lectures Secretary might be the role for you! Please feel free to approach any 
of the Officers if you are interested in one of these roles or email Brian Kettle at
bfk1938@gmail.com

Recruitment drive!
Do you know of an event in your area that would benefit from the addition of a WGS 
stand? You would not have to be on the stand, or organise it, just tell us about it! Or 
perhaps you can think of a local notice-board where you could put up a WGS fieldtrip
or lecture poster? We would send you an email with the poster attached for you to 
print out & put up. If the answer to either of these questions is ‘maybe’ then please 
do get in touch (chris.anderson.wgs@gmail.com). And remember you can bring 
family & friends along to any of our events for a very modest £2.00 each.

And a couple of questions……
The Committee would like to know what we are doing right & how we might improve. 
So, we would appreciate you considering two questions:
What do you look for that attracts you to our programme of events?
Do you have any ideas about what might attract new members?
Please send any thoughts to our Secretary, Brian Kettle, at bfk1938@gmail.com.

Workshops
The first workshop ran in January 2018, & they have proved sufficiently popular for 
us to continue to run them in 2019. The success of our workshops is down to the 
generosity of some highly knowledgeable & experienced members of the Society 
who give up their time to prepare & run them. They are on the Tuesday following the 
Lecture at the Abbot Hall Social Centre. They start at 2.00 pm & last up to 2 hours. 
(£3 on the day.) Workshops are usually aimed at beginners & everyone is welcome, 
including friends & visitors. Please check your email the week before the workshop 
for full details.



 The two remaining sessions this winter are:-
Feb 26th – Geological Maps (1) with Audrey Brown
Mar 26th – Geological Maps (2) with Clive Boulter

We have the room booked for the 2019/20 season & will let you know when we have
finalised details for Oct/Nov/Jan/Feb/Mar. If you have suggestions for a workshop 
topic, or would like to deliver a workshop, do email chris.anderson.wgs@gmail,com 

2019/2020 Programme
Planning for our Programme of events for the coming year is almost complete. It 
looks like Mike Coates has organised a super range of places to visit, in what is his 
final year as Field Secretary. It includes at least one fieldtrip involves very little 
walking, but a great geological tour. Our lecture programme is also looking very 
interesting, thanks to Ray Wilson our Lectures Secretary, with some exciting (& far-
ranging) talks planned. We can also reassure members that, thanks to the efforts of 
Ray in meeting with various people at Abbot Hall Social Centre, our speakers will be 
using a clip-on radio microphone, linked to the hearing loop. You will receive your 
Programme Card in March, with your copy of the 2018 Proceedings.

Kendal Museum
Kendal Museum houses two important collections of minerals (The Hamer Collection
& The Bill Shaw Collection), as well as some excellent examples of fossils. The 
geological specimens have been photographed & can be viewed at 
www.kendalmuseum.digital  Kendal Museum staff would welcome visits from WGS 
members who wish to view the collections (open Tue/Wed/Thu £2.00 fee).

Cumbria GeoConservation
We now have a LINK from the WGS website at www.westmorlandgeolsoc.co.uk to 
Cumbria GeoConservation (which used to be Cumbria RIGS). They keep a list of 
geological sites in Cumbria, & provide information about them, suitable for the 
general public. Information about the sites is available from the GeoConservation tab
on the CBDC website https://www.cbdc.org.uk/ Groups of members visit sites from 
time to time to check on them & update the records. If you would be interested in 
coming along on any of the site visits, which are normally on weekdays, you would 
be very welcome. Please contact Anne Thompson on anne@macksmith.com to be 
added to the list, so that you'll be informed about future visits & receive their 
newsletter.

Herdman Symposium 2019 - Inside Out: a Journey from the Centre of the Earth
Saturday 16th February 2019 - registration from 9.30, talks from 10.00
Central Teaching Hub - University of Liverpool
Presentations (from 10am-5pm) include:

 Dr. Chris Davies (Leeds) - Core/ Mantle boundary 
 Prof. Chris Ballentine - (Oxford) Deep mantle 
 Prof. Yan Lavallee  (Liverpool)  Volcanoes and experiments 
 Prof. Jennifer McElwain - (Trinity, Dublin) Palaeobotany
 Dr. Sarah Boulton (Plymouth) – Active Neo- tectonics: Moroccan High Atlas
 Dr. Joel Davis (Natural History Museum, London) – ExoMars - Planetary 

geology

mailto:anne@macksmith.com
https://www.cbdc.org.uk/
http://www.westmorlandgeolsoc.co.uk/
http://www.kendalmuseum.digital/


Ticket Price (£15.00): includes Talks, Abstracts, Refreshments, Buffet Lunch and 
Wine Reception. (Reductions for students, members of the Herdman Society and 
School/ College groups). Advance Registration Essential -  please go to 
https://tinyurl.com/Herdman2019 for more information about the talks and to register 
and pay. The online store should allow multiple registrations as part of a single 
booking. Symposium Secretaries: Millie Burridge and Dan Harrison:  
herdmansymposium@gmail.com 

Geoweek 4-12 May
The WGS is hoping to offer a ‘geological walk’ for members of the public during 
Geoweek. The leader will play a crucial role in this, but we may also need members 
to act as ‘marshals’ on the day. It would be great to tie this in with an event at Kendal
Museum, to introduce people to the mineral collection (& the two lithophones). If this 
appeals to you, Anne Thompson has very kindly agreed to co-ordinate our efforts so 
please email her at anne@macksmith.com

Could you host the Summer Jacob’s Join?
Would anyone be able to host the Summer Jacob's Join evening on Wednesday 
June 5th (with an option to delay it a week to June 12th if the weather is awful). 
Hoping for fine weather, we just need some outdoor space for seating. We can ask 
people to bring their own chairs if necessary. People will bring food contributions, but
the host usually provides some rolls & butter, & maybe a bowl of salad. Then you'd 
need to provide plates & tumblers (could be paper plates & plastic tumblers), & mugs
(though again people could bring their own) with facilities for making tea & coffee. 
Please do volunteer if you can - if not for this year, then maybe you could put 
yourself down for the evening next year, or the year after…….

And on the subject of volunteering……
Being a member of the Committee is quite a commitment, but there are lots of other 
things that members can do to help the Society that are an enormous help & much 
appreciated. Thank you to those who help Vic & John after lectures by serving 
drinks, clearing & washing-up, or by putting chairs away. Maybe you could take an 
active role during Geoweek or help at an event? If you have technical expertise you 
might like to assist our webmaster, Ann Allwright, with adding items to the Society 
website. Or if ‘publicity’ is your thing, there is plenty of opportunity for you! And if you 
are passionate about car-sharing, perhaps you could help to devise a scheme for 
Society members? These are just a few of the ways you might help your Society, & if
you can think of something you suspect we need help with, do please get in touch 
with Brian Kettle, our Secretary at bfk1938@gmail.com
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