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Dear Friends,

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 1:18
Having laid out for us Jesus genealogy in the opening verses of his Gospel Matthew 
now tells us in a rather matter of fact way the incredible circumstances surrounding 
Jesus birth. Rich from the outset he wants us to know that the child Jesus is someone 
exceeding special, born of the line of King David, born through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, born of Mary Jesus, the incarnate Son of God.
This is what Christmas is truly all about. As John puts it in his Gospel.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God…
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”   
John 1:1, 2 &14
Or, to put it another way God became Christ and took upon himself our humanity, 
he identified himself with our cares and worries, he came to make God known to us 
and he came to make it possible for us to know God through repentance and faith. 
He is the greatest Christmas gift of all for in Christ we come to know God’s love and 
we are enabled to live the life of God in the heart of man, to follow Jesus, to be like 
Jesus, and through the Holy Spirit to hear God’s Word for our lives and by that Word 
be transformed such that we become new creation, a new community of faith and life 
and discover the true meaning of Jesus’ birth for our lives.
Now, that makes Christmas very special and well worth celebrating. Make this 
Christmas be a truly precious one to you.

Merry Christmas
Your minister
Reg. a



Daviot & Dunlichity, Moy, Dalarossie and Tomatin        December 2012 – February 2013

22

Minister’s Tribute 
Mrs Sybil Carson 

Sixty one years ago there were terrific celebrations at the House of Daviot because 
Pauline Wolfe Murray, spinster, married Captain Derek Carson, bachelor, 1st 
battalion The Seaforth Highlanders. 
I want us all today to celebrate the life of one of those people, our mother, Pauline 
Carson.
She was born on 28th September 1924 in Ardersier to Robert Alexander (or Alec) 
Wolfe Murray and Isobel Mary (or Isma) Baxter. Her father was adjutant to the 1st 
battalion Gordon Highlanders, stationed at Fort George. 
Her first memories were of life in Hong Kong where at the age of 2 she and the family 
moved as her father had been made adjutant to the Hong Kong Volunteers. 
They moved back to Scotland and then to Dover where she first went to school at 
Leelands. Her brother James was born at Dover. She then boarded at St George’s 
Ascot where she played tennis and lacrosse and made the first of her many lifelong 
friends. 
In 1942 they and their mother received a telegram from their father simply saying 
“catch the next ship to Australia” and in November they did just that. She always 
told us that they were on the last civilian ship to pass through Pearl Harbour before 
the Japanese attack.
They lived in Melbourne, where their father joined them after his heroic escape 
from Singapore, until 1945. James was at school and Mum joined the Women’s 
Royal Australian Naval Service, a thing of which she was immensely proud.
They returned to Scotland after the war and her father retired and bought Daviot. 
Mum worked for a while as an under matron at a girl’s school in London before 
meeting Derek at a ball in Inverness. 
Mum loved being back in Scotland – particularly when they bought Easter Craggie 
from James and she could have a home in her beloved Highlands. The allotment 
was of particular joy for her and shooting and working the dogs took up much of 
their winters. 
Dad’s death in 1997 was a terrific blow to her and I am not sure that she ever really 
recovered. I think that the heartache of being without him – her rock as she called 
him – hastened the onset of her Alzheimers. The good folk of Kingsborough Road, 
her staunch neighbours, had to endure increasing eccentricity until, alarmingly, 
she nearly blew up the house by leaving the gas on. 
We moved her to Strachan House where she has been for the last 4 ½ years and 
where she withdrew further into herself as the Alzheimers really took hold. That’s 
not to say that she didn’t completely give up – she still had terrific battles with the 
staff – if she didn’t want to do something, she certainly let them know – she was 
as feisty as always right up until a couple of months ago. 
I’m sure we all have different memories of Mum as she was the sort of person that 
once met never forgotten.
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Deaths

Daviot
Mrs Sybil Carson  Funeral Daviot Church Tuesday 25th September 2012
Rev Eric Lacy  Funeral Kilvean Crematorium Friday 9th November 2012 

(Shared his last service with the minister at Dunlichity 
Church)

Mr Hamish Alexander  Funeral Daviot Church Saturday 24th November 2012

Moy, Dalarossie & Tomatin
Mr David Maclennan    Funeral John Fraser’s Funeral Home Monday 24th 

September 2012. 

Essential 100 bible passages

E100 
Over the last two years nearly we have in our worship services been following the 
scheme E100 (essential 100 bible passages), one year spent in the Old Testament 
and the following in the New Testament. 
This has given to us a useful overview of the Bible as a whole. As a help to this I 
have been using the E100 handbook written by Whitney T Kuniholm and produced 
by Scripture Union. We used this scheme as part of a Biblefresh challenge to get 
to know our bibles better – www.biblefresh.com. 
Perhaps you would be interested in my setting up church bible study group where 
we could explore together the Bible in a fuller way, do let me know. Another very 
useful and helpful book in doing this is Unlocking the Bible by David Pawson 
well worth having, as also the Lion handbook on the Bible. Thinking of ideas for 
Christmas presents there are many good Christian books, DVD’s and Cd’s that 
you could give. 
The CLC bookshop opposite the side of the Town House has a good stock of 
various kinds devotional, pastoral, theological etc. Giving Christian literature 
should not be undervalued as a means to interest people in the faith. As well as a 
means to build up our own faith. In the new year I will be taking three weeks study 
leave to work at putting together a book or booklet on Daviot Church as part of our 
Stewardship campaign which you will be hearing more about soon. 
If you have any old photographs of previous ministers, special events etc I would 
like to be able to make a copy of them for possible inclusion in this book or booklet. 
Do let me know.
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Moy, Dalarossie & Tomatin News

The Guild
The Guild meets on the second Wednesday of the month between September 
and April (inclusive) at 7.30 pm in Tomatin Church, unless otherwise stated.  Our 
Speakers for Dec-Feb are:
12th December     Christmas Night & Finances (meeting in Strathdearn Hall
9th January  Discussion Topic: Let’s talk about being a Christian in Today’s World
13th Feb Mrs Vivian Roden 
New members from both parishes are warmly welcome.
Further details from Mrs Sheila Don on 01808 511729.

Breakfast Club
The Breakfast Club does not meet in December. It meets again on Mondays 19th 
and 26th Jan and18th and 25th Feb 2013 from 9.30am in Strathdearn Hall. This 
is an gentle opportunity to meet, share together and look at the Scriptures  in 
a relaxed setting. Anyone interested please contact Mrs Vivian Roden (01808 
511355) or Sandra Edward (01808 511237). All welcome.

Afternoon Teas
Join us at the Strathdearn Hall for a blether over a freshly made sandwiches and 
delicious scones and cakes between 3 and 4pm on Mondays 10th December, 10th 
October and 14th January - and thereafter on the second Monday of the month up 
to and including February 2013. Further details from Sandra or Vivian.

Gift Day
A big thank you to all those who supported our church Gift Day on Fri. 28th Sept. 
and to those who provided the lovely tea, coffee and baking, over £700 was raised 
at this Gift day for Church Funds.

Tomatin Church
Progress concerning the development of Tomatin Church is slow. We await 
permission to get a temporary access through the field to the back of the church 
from Tomatin Estate. Depending on gaining this access final plans can then be 
dawn up and submitted for planning permission providing approval also is given 
to them by church members.

Dates for the Diary

MDT Congregational Board   
TBA. at 10.30am in the Strathdearn Hall.

MDT Kirk Session  
Fri. 22nd Feb. at 10.30am in the Strathdearn Hall. l
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S-Club  
S-Club meets most Sundays at 12 noon in Daviot Hall   S-Club Juniors is for 
children from P1 – P5. Christmas Family Service Sunday 23rd December. For further 
information, contact Mrs Rosemary Campbell, Tel: 01463 772242 (evenings). 

Daviot and Dunlichity Guild
Mon 3rd Dec. – ‘Looking forward to Christmas’ 2pm in the Church
Mon 7th Jan. ‘News about Malawi -2.30pm (note slightly later time) – speakers 
from Crown Church, in the Manse.
Mon 4th Feb. – ‘The Chaplaincy at Raigmore Hospital’ – speaker: Rev Dr Derek 
Brown 2pm in the Manse.
Mon 5th Mar. – AGM followed by speaker – El Gruer 2pm at Daviot Manse.
This year’s Christmas Eve collection will go to the Guild Project ‘A Passage to 
India’ helping to provide micro-finance to Urban Priority Churches in Glasgow. 
Why ‘A Passage to India’? Because that’s where this project was first successfully 
used!

Organ Recital DVD
A DVD is now available of the Organ recital given By Richard Scott-Copeland in 
Daviot Church. Copies of this can be obtained at the Church or from the minister 
cost £5. We thank Mr Alistair Cameron for recording the recital and for Richard 
Scott-Copeland for allowing his performance to be recorded and put on DVD.

Dates for the Diary
Daviot and Dunlichity Cong. Board Wed. 27th Feb 7.30pm in Daviot Church.
Daviot and Dunlichity Kirk Session, Thurs 31st Jan. at 7.30pm in Daviot Manse.

Daviot and Dunlichity Flower Calendar 2013
The new flower calendar will be put up at the back of the church. If you would like 
to donate flowers for any particular Sunday please put your name on the calendar. 
Flowers donated are given to members of the congregation who have been ill or 
bereaved, or on the anniversaries of such a loss. 
For more information please contact Val on 01463 772240 

Daviot & Dunlichity News

For all enquiries please contact Sandra Rennie
T: 07867 958136   E: sandrasrennie@btinternet.com
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Minister’s Tribute 
David Green MacLennan

Born 6th May 1936 at Crask of Aigas, by Beauly. Oldest son of Kenny and Alice 
MacLennan. He went to Teanassie Primary School, and sat a bursary exam to go 
to Inverness High School. He left school in 1951 and started work at the sawmill at 
Aigas, then followed the sawmill firm to Brechin  at the age of 17. 

Dave did his National Service in 1954 and served 2 years with the Royal Signals, 
and returned to work with the same sawmill firm and worked in Rannoch. He 
then moved to Invergarry and then on to Glenmoriston still working for the same 
sawmill firm. 

Here he met his 1st wife Ann,and were married in March 1960. Work then took 
them to Bhlaraidh (Glenmoriston), here their first son Kenny was born November 
1960. Work then took them to Port Clair (Loch Ness side) , and David their second 
son was born March 1965. 

They then moved to Druimlon, Drumnadrochit in 1970, were he took up a new job 
with the Forestry Commission. Here he spent time in the garden which he enjoyed 
and was Chairman of the Local British Legion for a period. He saw his 1st son 
marry - Kenny to Nicky in March 1985, with his 1st granchild Nicky being born 
the same year. Granchild No.2 David was born in 1987. Alice, No 5, was born in 
1996, Jamie in 1999 and Donnie in 2002. David his 2nd son married Helen in 1998. 
Granchild No 3 Lewis, was born in 1988 then Drew in 1992. He was very proud of 
his Granchildren Connie, Molly, Charlie, Keighla and very new addition Cora. He 
always had the time of day for his grand and great grandchildren, passing on his 
knowledge where ever possible.

He continued his work with the Forestry Commission until early retirement in 1995. 
The same year his 1st wife, Ann died. 

Later that year he met his 2nd wife to be, Helen-Jane Smeaton, they moved to 
Moy Bungalow in Oct 1996 and married in March 1997. Here he enjoyed creating 
the garden, he enjoyed “following his nose” around the countryside, his love of the 
flora and fauna was noted by his vast knowledge in this area, and enjoyed golfing 
at Carrbridge, and trips out in their campervan. He was very talented with his 
hands, turning out anything that was needed, made from anything. 

His love of Scottish music, musical instruments and poetry, also story telling  
which were “always true” was noted.  His great love of books also showed in his 
knowledge in most areas, especially Robbie Burns and his poetry. A great part 
of his time at Moy was spent being involved in the local community - newsletter, 
flower show etc. Helen-Jane died in 2007.

His failing health brought him back to Drumnadrochit were he spent his last years 
surrounded by family. He always had a dog.
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Highland Food Bank 
Thank you to all those who gave to the Highland Food Bank Harvest Appeal. Do 
continue to support the Highland Food Bank over the winter months. All donations 
of non perishable tinned and packet food can be placed in the box under the table, 
or baskets at the back of the church. Highland Food Bank would also appreciate 
the donation of used supermarket carrier bags.

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2012
Thank you to those who supported this appeal. Sixteen shoe boxes were taken to 
the Free Church at Smithton where locally all the boxes were being checked and 
sorted before being sent out to Europe and Africa.

The Alpha Course
The Alpha course is almost over and I am sure we speak for everyone involved 
when we say that it was a great success. This Alpha was a bit different, as we met 
on a morning as opposed to an evening. It suited those who had young children 
as well as those who did not have time to spare in the evenings. Alpha is very 
adaptable.
It was a joint effort from both Daviot and Tomatin and was held at the Old Manse at 
Moy, the home of Liz Cooling. It was very well attended and each Monday morning 
we were greeted with a hearty breakfast prepared by Liz and we all enjoyed a chat 
as we sat around the kitchen table. After watching a short DVD we would have a 
time of discussion and normally finished around mid-day. School holidays were 
not a problem as we had a crèche for the children. 
Many thanks go out to Liz for her wonderful hospitality and also Rosemary 
Campbell who helped in the kitchen and with the children.
We had our “Alpha away day” at St Pauls, Croachy. It was a lovely autumn day and 
after lunch we found time for a relaxing walk taking in the beautiful scenery and 
enjoying the peace around us.  
Many thanks go out to Sandra Edward and Vivien Roden who cooked and served 
us a truly delicious lunch.
Also thanks go to all at St Pauls for allowing us the use of their wonderful hall and 
Church.
Last but not least many thanks to the Joyce Mitchell, Marie Cumming, guests and 
helpers without whom the course would not have been such a success.

Cath Maclean & Ann Tait

f f
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Sunday Services - Daviot and Dunlichity 
Sun    2 Dec 12 Daviot 12 noon  Rev R Campbell 
Sun    2 Dec 12 Dunlichity 6.30pm Rev R Campbell – Advent Service
Sun    9 Dec 12 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell               
Sun  16 Dec 12 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell
Sun  23 Dec 12 Daviot 12 noon  Rev R Campbell – Family Service
Mon  24 Dec 12 Daviot 11.15pm Mrs J Mitchell     – Christmas Eve 
Sun  30 Dec 12 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell
Sun  6 Jan 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell
Sun  13 Jan 13 Daviot 12 noon Mrs V Roden
Sun  20 Jan 13 Daviot 12 noon Mrs J Mitchell
Sun  27 Jan 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell 
Sun  3 Feb 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell 
Sun  10 Feb 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell
Sun  17 Feb 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell
Sun  24 Feb 13 Daviot 12 noon Rev R Campbell

Sunday Services - Moy, Dalarossie and Tomatin
Sun   2 Dec 12 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell
Sun   9 Dec 12 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell – Strathdearn Hall
Sun  16 Dec 12 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell
Sun  23 Dec 12 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell
Mon  24 Dec 12 Tomatin 6.30pm Rev R Campbell – Christmas Eve
Mon  24 Dec 12 Tomatin 11.30pm Rev R Campbell – Christmas Eve
Sun  30 Dec 12 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell
Sun   6 Jan 13 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell
Sun  13 Jan 13 Tomatin 10.30am Mrs V Roden       – Strathdearn Hall
Sun  20 Jan 13 Tomatin 10.30am Mrs J Mitchell
Sun  27Jan 13 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell 
Sun  3 Feb 13 Tomatin 10.30pm Rev R Campbell 
Sun  10 Feb 13 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell – Strathdearn Hall
Sun  17 Feb 13 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell 
Sun  24 Feb 13 Tomatin 10.30am Rev R Campbell

Minister: Rev Reg Campbell, The Manse, Daviot, Inverness, IV25XL
Tel: 01463 772242  Email : campbell578@talktalk.net  

 Web: www.strathsnairnanddearn.co.uk


