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?
Size of advert (to nearest cm) 6 editions – A full year 

–  including a listing on the 
Local Business Directory 

Single edition (please 
specify month required 
and no of issues) 

Full page – 19 x 12 (colour) Full page – 19 x 12 (colour) Sponsorship Package £65 Sponsorship Package £65 

Full page – 19 x 12 (B&W) £225 £40 Full page – 19 x 12 (B&W) £225 £40 

Half page – 9 x 12 (Colour) £150 £30 Half page – 9 x 12 (Colour) £150 £30 

Half page – 9 x 12 (B&W) £95 £18 Half page – 9 x 12 (B&W) £95 £18 

Quarter page – 9 x 6 (Colour) £105 £22 Quarter page – 9 x 6 (Colour) £105 £22 

Quarter page – 9 x 6 (B&W) £75 £15 Quarter page – 9 x 6 (B&W) £75 £15 

1/8 page – 6 x 4.5 (B&W) £67 £12 1/8 page – 6 x 4.5 (B&W) £67 £12 

If you would like to know more about our Sponsorship Package or require more 
information on any of the above -  

Please contact David @ Email: Strathnairnnewsletter@gmail.com  

This space is available
To advertise in Strathnairn News:
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A change is in the air
We all hope every member of our community is 
managing to stay safe and well. In these strange 
times we realise how important our community 
newsletter is for providing some ‘normality’ to 
our residents, and we would love to hear what 
you have been up to, so please do send any 
photographs, stories, poems or articles, or even 
new recipes, and we will include them in our 
next issue.  In this issue you will find the usual 
community news, alongside the most up to date 
Scottish Government Guidance on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) at time of going to print. 

Things have changed, and on behalf of the 
Strathnairn community we would like to thank 
Caroline Tucker and her Newsletter team. 
Caroline’s hard work and dedication to providing 

current and relevant information has seen this 
Newsletter become an essential community 
resource for every household in Strathnairn.

I am sure you will all join me in wishing her 
well in her future endeavours and look forward 
to seeing her future engagement within the 
community through ‘The Neil Mackenzie Trust’. 

The next newsletter deadline – Thursday 
30th September 2021.

Please note all dates and times published are 
correct at time of going to print, and please 
ensure all submissions are non-political and 
unlikely to offend.

Editor, David Reid,

Get in touch:

Welcome

strathnairnnewsletter@gmail.com 07999 287394

We are here to help, so please do not hesitate to contact our Editor, David Reid, and he will try 
and help.  If he is not able, he will try and assist by finding a more suitable contact.  Keep safe!

Lovely misty morning for a walk in the 
Strathnairn, now we are allowed.
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Special Meeting By Zoom Web 
Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 5th May 2021

MINUTES
Present:
SNCC Members
James Murray (JM, Chair), Neil Spence (NS, 
Hon Sec), Ian MacLean (IM, Treasurer), Phil 
MacKintosh (PM, Vice Chair), Ian Hunt (IH), 
Jayne Brinkworth (JB), Tim Rose (TR).
SDC representatives
Beth Rose (BR)
Members of the Public (mentioned in 
Minutes)
Robert Fraser
4 other members of the public.

1. Apologies
Cllr Carolyn Caddick (CD), Margaret Davidson 
(MD).

2. Approval of Minutes 
IH raised a point of order on whether the minutes 
of both meetings held on 19th April could 
be approved at this meeting, JM in the chair 
indicated that some of the Matters Arising would 
affect  the Newsletter which is the main item on 
the agenda and the purpose of this meeting.
Minutes of the Pre Meeting were approved. 
Proposed PM seconded IM. 
Minutes of the General Meeting were approved. 
Proposed IM seconded PM.

3. Declaration of Interests
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the 
Community Benefit Fund he would not take part 
in discussions relating to the SCBF unless he 
deemed it pertinent to do so. JB also declared 
an interest as board member of SCBF.

4. Matters arising from Minutes of the 
General Meeting.
a) - Item 4i: Traffic survey at Croachy to 
commence soon.
b) -  Item 8: IH declined to comment on 
the remuneration for the Glenkyllachy WF 
negotiator. 
c) -  Item 10a: SCBF role in the Newsletter. 
May be dealt with at this meeting.
d) – Item 10c: JM said that this resolution was 
not acceptable and was a recipe for such a 
sub committee to meddle in the running of the 
Newsletter. 
d) -  Item 10e. JM outlined the role of 
Associate  members and PM also explained to 
RF the opportunities with SCBF and SDC.
e) -  Item 13 a. A response had been 
submitted by TR to the Inner Moray Firth 
Development plan. 

5. Strathnairn Newsletter
After some discussion it was decided that the 
way forward for the Newsletter would be as 
follows:

a) To advertise for a new editor on facebook 
and on the CC website. The content of the 
advert was agreed and JB would action this.

b) To establish an oversight board 
comprising one representative from the SNCC, 
SCBF, SDC and Olivia Bell who has experience 
of editing. This board would assist and advise 
the editor when necessary. The terms of 
reference for the board were to be determined.

c)  The Editor’s committee should consist of 
a Chair / Secretary and a Treasurer. They should 
be chosen by the Editor and will be volunteers.

d) It was agreed that the new editor should 
aim to publish their first Newsletter in July 2021.  

e) The previous level of funding offered by 
SCBF was to be confirmed and an agreement 
for 3 years requested. 

Strathnairn Community Council 2021
Meetings -  May to June 2021
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f) The job description for the editor was 
discussed and agreed with some changes 
including remuneration of up to £850 per issue. 
Applications for the self-employed position were 
to be submitted by 12 noon on 14th of May. 

g) The appointee will be subject to a 3 issue 
probationary period. The interview panel will 
consist of one representative from SNCC, SCBF, 
SDC and Olivia Bell. 

6. Correspondence received. (via email 
unless indicated otherwise.)
a) – Highland Council – COVID 19 Resilience 
Briefing 16 4 21 & 23 4 21

b) – Inverness Athletic FC – Request to use 
Smith Park for 2021-22 football season.

c) – Highland Council – Guidance for reopening 
of business including close contact services.

7. List of Events, Meetings and dates for 
attendance and interest.
Nil

8. Questions from members of the Public.
Robert Fraser asked about a vision for the future 
of Strathnairn.

9. AOCB
a) – Job advert to be finalised by JB and posted 
by NS.

10.  Next Meeting – Monday 17th May 
2021.
The Community Council is required to issue the 
agenda 7 days before the meeting.  To be certain 
that an item can be included please make sure 
that it is submitted ten days before our meeting 
is due to take place. Copies of this agenda and 
the minutes of Community Council meetings are 
circulated by email.  If you would like to receive 
a copy your email address can be added to 
the circulation list by application to secretary@
strathnairncc.com.

STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 
289 BY ZOOM WEB MEETING 
19.30 hrs
MONDAY 17th May 2021

APPROVED MINUTES
Present:
SNCC Members:
James Murray (JM, Chair), Neil Spence (NS, 
Hon Sec), Ian MacLean (IM, Treasurer), Phil 
MacKintosh (PM, Vice Chair), Ian Hunt (IH), 
Jonny Porteous (JP), Jayne Brinkworth (JB), 
Tim Rose (TR), Lorna McConachie (LM, 
Minutes).
Associate Member: Allan Martin
HC Members:  Cllr Margaret Davidson (MD)
SCBF representatives: Ewen Hardie (EH), 
Darren Read (DR)
Members of the Public (mentioned in 
Minutes): Paul Robinson (PR)
8 other members of the public.
 
1. Apologies.
Cllr David Fraser (DF), Cllr Duncan 
MacPherson (DM)
 
2. Approval of Minutes. 
Minutes of 5th May Proposed (PM), Seconded 
(JP).

3. Declaration of Interests.
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the 
Community Benefit Fund he would not take 
part in discussions relating to the SCBF unless 
he deemed it pertinent to do so, as did JB. 

4. Matters arising from Minutes of 5th May.
Item 5: see item 13, Strathnairn newsletter, 
below.

5. Community Policing Report and local 
issues.
a) Community Officers carried out a number of 
dedicated patrols in the Strathnairn area. This was 
to target speeding, anti-social behaviour, assisting 
vulnerable people and carrying out a number of 
checks within Licensed Premises. 
b) Police have continued to carry out static speed 
checks within the area, particularly within Croachy 
area at commuter time. As expected, while police 
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were present all drivers adhered to the speed 
limit. Speed checks were also carried out in front 
of the primary school while the children were 
arriving at school. Several drivers were warned 
regarding their speed.
c) The caravan at Daviot and the car at the 
playpark remain despite the latter being issued 
with a council notice. Action: JM to contact Zoe 
Skinner or Gregor McCormack, Environmental 
Health to remove vehicles. 

6. Financial Report.
No change from April information. Two pending 
payments for minutes to be issued. 

7. Planning Application and updates.
d) New
1) Erection of garage extension. Woodside Lodge, 
Inverarnie, Farr, Inverness. IV2 6XA.
2) Aberarder Wind Farm - Proposal to vary 
Condition 1 (Operational Life) of planning 
permission 19/02949/S42 and revised timescale 
direction to extend implementation period until 6 
October 2023. Land at Carn Ghriogair Aberarder 
Estate, Aberarder, Inverness. Decided that a 
Screening Application EIA is required.
3) Erection of extension to house. Southdown, 
Nairnside, Inverness. IV2 5BT

e) Updated
1) Erection of house, temporary siting of caravan. 
Cherry House Caravan, Farr, Inverness. IV2 6XG. 
Refused.
2) Erection of extension to house. 10 Nairnside 
View, Nairnside, Inverness. IV2 5BF. Agreed.
3) Demolition of cottage. 3 Dorran Bungalows, 
Nairnside, Inverness. IV2 5BU. Agreed.
4) Forestry track. Land 310m NE of Kennels 
Cottage, Flichity. Agreed.
5) Erection of holiday let. Land 415m South of 
No Bother, Daviot, Inverness. Comments by 18th 
September. Agreed.
6) Erection of extension. Ach Na Craoibhe, 
Achvraid, Flichity, Inverness. IV2 6XD. Agreed.
 
8. Windfarms.
a. Aberarder: Refer to item 7a.2, Aberarder Wind 
Farm planning, above. PM awaiting feedback. 
f) Glenkyllachy: A sum of £2.3M has been 
proposed but this was deemed unacceptable. 
If the 25-year lifespan is extended, then 
arrangements would be re-evaluated. The current 
annual payments will remain until the situation 
is resolved. Cllr MD agreed it was correct to 

challenge the offer, however she stated that 
community benefit is not statutory.
b. Corriegarth 2: Transport and road usage remain 
a concern whilst installation is underway. No 
further information at this time available. 

 
9. Farr children’s playpark.
Due to the increased usage of the playpark, road 
safety concerns were raised concerning the 
number of people and children crossing the busy 
road. A previous proposal to relocate the playpark 
within the school wood area was discussed. Colin 
Ross is currently preparing a plan to realign the 
road to alleviate crossing concerns. In the first 
instance consultation with the Parent Council and 
Colin Ross to discuss viable options is essential. 
It was suggested Fran Mathieson would have 
background information. Action: IM to contact 
the Parent Council.

The lack of toilet facilities was also raised. It 
was stated that toilet facilities can be hired.
Action: JM to contact Colin Ross

10. Strathnairn Community Action Plan.
PR joined the meeting at 20.30 hours. He 
succinctly described the CAP process 
from setting up an advisory board, creating 
development themes, carrying out an anonymous 
survey, collating information and sharing the CAP 
with the community. The proposed timescale 
of June 2021 – October 2021 to be followed by 
an end of year review. IH, as chair of the SCBF, 
confirmed that agreement is in place to fund the 
grant request in full. PR stated that as soon as the 
advisory panel is set up the process can begin. 
Action: PR to discuss with consultants. It was 
made clear that the expertise of the consultants 
would ensure that all members of the community 
would have access to the survey. Previous 
survey information would be made available 
as background information, as well as the 
newsletter distribution list. Cllr MD explained the 
benefit of a CAP where in a process called Place 
Planning, planners involve key public bodies 
and stakeholders to create an overview of future 
developments in the local community over a 
period of 10 years and therefore local community 
views are taken into consideration. Other nearby 
communities are undertaking similar work. 

 
11. Tordarroch Bridge.
After receiving community feedback, Highland 
Council (Principal Engineer, Andrew Tryon) have 
confirmed that funding is secure and are to 
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schedule work to progress repairs as soon as 
possible. The aim is to reopen the bridge this 
year. It is important that restrictions concerning 
width, weight and improving sight lines are taken 
into consideration. Action: JM to issue letter 
requesting work be completed within three 
months. Cllr MD stated she would fully support 
this request. 

12. Road improvements and maintenance.
g) An outline sketch of Croachy improvements 
has been circulated. However, it shows that for 
600 yards there is no footpath, but extra signage 
will be installed to compensate. This also raised 
the conflict of space for Sunday parking and a 
footpath. Action: JM to contact C. Ross. Initial 
basic works to be carried out also include line 
painting and installation of bollards. Outstanding 
funding for a gateway entrance to the village and 
additional passing place to be confirmed. The 
issue of speeding and personal safety was again 
raised. Action: JM to email Cllr MD speed survey 
results.
h) It was noted that over the last three months 
a considerable amount of progress has been 
made. The Community Council acknowledged 
the support and thorough communication from 
Colin Ross. 
i) The question of whether funding has been 
secured concerning extraction at Forestry Land 
Aberarder/Flichity was raised. Action: Cllr MD 
to arrange meeting with interested parties 
including Colin McKenzie.

 
13. Strathnairn Newsletter.
Action: PM to rearrange the interview date due 
to interviewer diary clashes. The renumeration 
package as discussed on April 27th and 5th May 
was agreed as was the 
interview panel. The Advisory Board discussed 
at the 5th May meeting would be the Editors first 
point of contact over queries. There was to be no 
direct contact whatever between the Editor and 
the SCBF. PM, JB, BT and Olivia Bell would be 
on the Advisory Board. Action: JM to forward job 
description to be forwarded to PM and JB so 
that it may be included in the candidate pack. 

14. Farr Community Hall.
The importance of opening up the hall for 
community use was stressed. The Community 
Council would like to be able to hold the AGM 
and the next Community Council meeting in the 
hall on Monday 21st June. It was suggested that 

risk assessments could be carried out as soon as 
possible with a view to opening the hall. Action: 
JM to contact Gavin Sell and Environmental 
Health Officer, Gregor McCormack. 

15. Correspondence received. (via email 
unless indicated otherwise.)
j) SCBF – Minutes of March board meeting.
k) Highland Council – Community Resilience 
Group briefing 30 04 21.

16. List of Events, Meetings and dates for 
attendance and interest.
Nil.

17. Questions from members of the 
Public. 
Nil.

18. AOCB
l) Cllr MD stated that she would like the flexibility 
of zoom meetings to continue in the future as well 
as being able to attend in person.
m) The future of Inverarnie shop to be considered 
as the Rich family will have enjoyed 30 years at 
the end of the year. It was suggested that in the 
future a community shop and recycling bins could 
make use of Farr Community Hall facilities.
n) Be aware of road racing incidents and report to 
the community police officers/Police Scotland. It 
has been a concern particularly on the Dunliclity 
to Balnafoich road.
o) Forestry Scotland Littlemill have altered the 
land management plan and will begin to clear fell 
two acres opposite Dell farm entrance instead pf 
thinning. The land will then be left to regenerate 
naturally.

19. Next Meeting – Monday 21st June 
2021.
The Community Council is required to issue the 
agenda 7 days before the meeting.  To be certain 
that an item can be included please make sure 
that it is submitted ten days before our meeting 
is due to take place. Copies of this agenda and 
the minutes of Community Council meetings are 
circulated by email.  If you would like to receive 
a copy your email address can be added to 
the circulation list by application to secretary@
strathnairncc.com.

JM thanked all for their contribution, and the 
meeting closed at 21.20 hrs. 
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STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 
290 BY ZOOM WEB MEETING 
19.30 hrs
MONDAY 21st June 2021

Approved Minute
Present:
SNCC Members:
Phil MacKintosh (PM, Chair), Neil Spence (NS, 
Hon Sec), Ian MacLean (IM, Treasurer), James 
Murray (JM), Ian Hunt (IH), Jonny Porteous (JP), 
Jayne Brinkworth (JB), Tim Rose (TR), Lorna 
McConachie (LM, Minutes).
Associate Member: Allan Martin
HC Members:  Cllr Margaret Davidson (MD)
Members of the Public (mentioned in 
Minutes): Gavin Sell (GS). 9 other members of 
the public.

1. Apologies.
Cllr David Fraser (DF).

2. Approval of Minutes. 
Minutes of 17th May Proposed (JM), Seconded 
(IM).

3. Declaration of Interests.
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the 
Community Benefit Fund he would not take part 
in discussions relating to the SCBF unless he 
deemed it pertinent to do so, as did JB. 

4. Matters arising from Minutes of 5th 
May.
a) Item 5c: See item 5, Community Policing 
Report, and local issues, below. 

b) Item 11: Tordarroch Bridge. JM received 
feedback from Highland Council (Principal 
Engineer, Andrew Tryon) stating that work will be 
scheduled to complete repairs by the year end. 
c) Item 12: Road Improvements Littlemill to 
Inverarnie. Funding from Highland Council, 
Forestry and Windfarms could be pursued. 
Bids for work, which includes twin tracking and 
additional passing places, is due next year. 
Action: Cllr MD to arrange meeting with Colin 
Ross and all interested parties. 

5. Community Policing Report and local 
issues.
d) Caravan at Daviot remains in situ. The 
caravan has been vandalised and is now in 
a derelict and unsafe state. The community 
police officer is contacting the owner and 
Environmental Health to remove the caravan. 
Action: Community Police Officer. Action: PM 
to contact Community Police Officer re status 
and progress. 
e) Debris and rubbish have been left after recent 
BT cabling work at the road junction adjacent to 
the caravan. 

6. Financial Report.
Current balance of £2744.91. Two payments 
have been cleared for the minutes and a £600.00 
sum for the Windfarm negotiations paid out. 
The latter payment should be refunded from the 
Benefit Fund.  

7. Planning Application and updates.
Report from IH on applications 

f) New
1) Erection of house Land 30M SW of South 
Gatehouse, Farr. Listed week 17th May, 
Validated 18th May.

Strathnairn Community Council 2021
Meetings -  May to June 2021
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2) Change all windows and doors to black PVC. 
Rhanna, Culloden Moor, Inverness. IV2 5ED. 
Listed week 31st May, Validated 31st May, 
Comments by 2nd July.

g) Updated
3) Erection of extension to house. Southdown, 
Nairnside, Inverness. IV2 5BTListed week 10th 
May, validated 10th May; Agreed.
4) Erection of garage extension. Woodside Lodge, 
Inverarnie, Farr, Inverness. IV2 6XA. Listed week 
12th April, validated 16th April; Agreed.
5) Erection of house and garage (amended 
design to planning permission). Land SW of Faillie 
Cottage, Farr, Inverness. Listed week 29th March, 
validated 29th March; Agreed.
6) Erection of house, temporary siting of caravan. 
Cherry House Caravan, Farr, Inverness. IV2 6XG. 
Listed week 8th March, validated 9th March, 
Comments by 2nd April. Refused; Gone to 
Appeal.

h) Planning Review submission, Cherry Tree 
Caravan. IH prepared the following submission: 
“The appeal seems to be substantially based on 
the fact that other planning applications within 
half a mile have been approved, namely 10 cases 
within the last five years.  However, they are not 
comparing like for like, in 2 of the cases they are 
amendments to previous applications and 1 is an 
extension to an existing property.  In the remaining 
7 cases, 5 are basically in fill to existing groups of 
houses which will not involve any new access to 
the road.  The final two cases are directly linked 
and will involve a single entry to the road, again 
they are being built in close association with 
other already established properties”. Action: It 
was agreed for IH to submit planning appeal 
document. 

i) Red John Hydro Scheme. A planning Application 
has now been approved by Scottish Ministers 
following recommendations by the Reporter. Traffic 
mitigations have now to be resolved locally. See 
Item 9, below. 

8. Windfarms.
j) Aberarder: Scoping report remains under review, 
but further information is imminent. An open 
afternoon/evening for public viewing is being 
mooted. 
k) Glenkyllachy: Negotiations are currently stalled. 
A hybrid option has been proposed for a five-year 
payment upfront, an extra year on the contract 

and thereafter an annual payment over 21 years. 
Charles Morgan has contacted the current owners, 
RWE, prior to the handover to Greencoats to 
ensure changes requested are legally binding. JB 
will be replaced by MB for future negotiations. 
Action: Negotiations with Greencoats to continue 
with MB and PM 
l) Corriegarth 2: Nothing new to report.

9. Red John Hydro Scheme.
During the discussion alternative routes were 
wished-for and community involvement suggested 
as this project involves a six-year construction 
phase. Given the major concern on increased 
traffic and other potential issues a liaison group 
to facilitate communication to be set up. Action: 
MB/JP/TR.
Cllr MD is involved in the setting of terms and 
conditions. She stated that any future damage 
to the newly updated road conditions would 
be rectified by the developers. Action: Cllr 
MD to feedback to community council when 
appropriate. 
It was suggested that road monitoring (volume 
and speed of traffic) could be installed to compare 
current conditions against the future as the Red 
John Scheme gets underway, Action: PM to 
contact Colin Ross.  

10. Extension of 40mph speed limit on 
B851 westward to Garbole road end.
A member of the public raised this issue concerned 
about the dangers of speeding motorists as this 
is a route to school.  Colin Ross has recently been 
contacted and these speed limit extensions have 
been incorporated into the road improvements 
scheme. (Up to Sauchie). Once all village schemes 
have been completed speed limits will be reduced 
to 30mph. Action: PM to ask community police 
officer to contact JP re speed checks. 
Further speed checks to be undertaken within 
Croachy. Action: JP/Community Police. 

11. Farr children’s playpark
After discussions with Colin Ross proposals 
have been put forward and shared across the 
community and landowners for Phase 3: Old Free 
Church to Croft Croy:  
• Shared-use path works and carriageway 
narrowings north of School and bend.
• Carriageway narrowing over the Farr Primary 
School frontage.
• Shared-use path link on east verge to Playpark 
for pedestrian desire line from this direction.
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• Carriageway narrowing over the Playpark with 
integrated crossing provision to Playpark.
• Improved shared-use path provision to Playpark 
entrance and private access, laid out to discourage 
parking.
• Shared-use path link from Playpark narrowing 
and crossing into School Wood Car Park.
• Relocate School Wood vehicular access 45 
metres south of existing to safer location at crest.
• Carriageway narrowings along School Wood 
similar spacing to recently delivered works
• Contiguous shared-use path from Farr Primary 
School to Croft Croy.
• Shared-use path link into Woodland path 
network.
• Improvement to vertical profile of carriageway 
between School Wood and Croft Croy to improve 
visibility.
• Croft Croy junction geometry and visibility 
improved.
• Improved road drainage throughout plus 
localised drainage issue around Croft Croy on 
B851 and private access.

The current road markings only show what the 
road layout could look like. Additional funding from 
the Windfarms, Benefit Fund and Woodland group 

to be investigated. Funding has been secured 
for Phase 3, but the final costs and timescale 
to be confirmed. In the interim some minor 
alterations at the playpark- signage and to renew 
the flashing 20mph signs to be installed prior to 
August. Overall, it was felt that these proposals are 
beneficial to the community. The importance of 
communicating effectively with all interested parties 
was stated. After consultation with the parent 
council, it was felt that keeping the playpark as is 
and improving the safety of the road was the most 
economical option.  

12. Strathnairn Community Action Plan.
Ian MacLean was voted onto the advisory panel as 
the community council representative. Proposed 
(JM). Seconded (JB).

Ian MacLean was also voted in as the 
representative for the interview panel for the 
Development Officer. Proposed (JM). Seconded 
(JB). 

13. Strathnairn Newsletter.
After a rigorous interview process 
congratulations were offered to the successful 
candidate, Mr David Huxtable-Reid. The 
advisory panel will support DHR over the 

Alexander Roof ing
Roofing & Roofline Solutions

GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

FASCIA & ROOFLINE UPGRADES

Slating • Tiling • Pointing Work
New Roofs • Re-Roofing

Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning • De-Mossing 
Anti-Moss & Fungal Treatments

Protective roof coatings available in various colours

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS & RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN

Specialist Fitters of Upvc 
Fascias • Soffits Barge Boards 
• Cladding • Gutterings & Down 

Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
All available in various colours and styles

Roughcasting & Harling Sandstone 
Restoration & Re-Facing

All exterior House Painting undertaken Call 
for FREE estimates and advice

Tel: 01463 896 848
Mobile: 07926 223 577

Working throughout the Highlands
Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced
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next three editions to ensure a good standard 
of newsletter that meets the community 
needs. Action: Advisory panel to report back 
on progress. Funds/monies available to be 
disclosed to Benefits Company. The importance 
of sharing the publication date as soon as 
possible was noted. 

14. Farr Community Hall.
Gavin Sell provided an appraisal on the status 
of safe access to the hall under Government 
COVID guidelines. The hall remains closed 
until a process of transfer to a SCIO (Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation) is 
completed. This is a bespoke legal form for 
Scottish charities and allows the charity to 
incorporate without becoming a company with 
protection against liability. There is no timescale 
for completion and the hall will remain closed 
until this is finalised. An EGM will be scheduled, 
and members of the public will be informed 
and invited to attend. Building risk assessments 
have also been updated and organised events/
activities will be required to provide a risk 
assessment. The aim is to have the hall opened 
and available as soon as possible. Action: GS to 
request timescale from solicitors and feedback 
to NS and PM.  

In the meantime, it was felt prudent to explore 
and introduce, where possible, opportunities 
for improvements including a new entrance, 
keyless entry, online booking system, and an 
updated website. Action: GS to explore funding 
prospects with the benefit Fund. 

GS left the meeting at 20.00 hrs.

15. Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund.
This will become a regular agenda item for 
sharing any relevant issues and information. 

16. Correspondence received. (via email 
unless indicated otherwise.)
m) SCBF – Minutes of March board meeting.
n) Highland Council – Community Resilience 
Group briefing 07 05 21.
o) Highland Council – Guidance on Community 
Council Meetings and use of Village Halls and 
Community Centres.
p) Highland Council – Publication of comments 
on IMFLDP.

17. List of Events, Meetings and dates for 
attendance and interest.
Nil.

18. Questions from members of the Public. 
Nil.

19. AOCB
q) Guidance on Community Council Meetings 
and use of Village Halls and Community Centres: 
PM to overview all assets including Daviot Hall 
with the aim of Farr Hall and Daviot Hall working 
cohesively. Action: PM to invite Daviot Hall 
representative to next meeting. Action: IH to 
identify representative. Action: NS to email IH 
relevant communication received. 
r) Minibus: upgrading the minibus is deemed 
necessary. CAP is looking at transport, process to 
be concluded by October 2021. It was stated that 
SCATA should be made more widely available to 
the community. Action: PR/AM/PM to arrange 
discussion on conditions of garage and SCATA 
minibus. In the meantime, it was felt important for 
the community council to contribute towards this 
process by researching and launching ideas as 
soon as possible. Options that could be explored 
sooner include wider use of the minibus, shop/
community café, installation of a gym in the 
community hall. 
s) Co-opting New Members: item to be added 
to the agenda for the next meeting due to the 
resignation of Ali McQueen and a further possible 
resignation. 
t) Recording of Meeting: item to be added to next 
agenda; should meetings be recorded zoom or 
otherwise.
u) Reminder to everyone to report any road issues 
on the Highland Council website. Updating the 
road survey would be beneficial. The B861 has 
further deteriorated. Action: PM/IM. 
v) Police report and planning update to be 
circulated in July. 

20. Next Meeting – Monday 16th August 
2021.
The Community Council is required to issue the 
agenda 7 days before the meeting.  To be certain 
that an item can be included please make sure 
that it is submitted ten days before our meeting 
is due to take place. Copies of this agenda and 
the minutes of Community Council meetings are 
circulated by email.  If you would like to receive 
a copy your email address can be added to 
the circulation list by application to secretary@
strathnairncc.com.

PM thanked all for their contribution, and the 
meeting closed at 21.40 hrs.
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T he walk, in Daviot 
Woods, was 
well attended by 
individuals, couples 

and families.  Following some 
warm up exercises from our 
leader, Val Rose, of Val Rose 
Health and Fitness, we set off 
on a 5k walk.  The children 
were well entertained with 
a scavenger hunt, while the 
adults gradually formed 
small groups and engaged in 
relaxed conversations. 

It was a chance to meet 
friends, old and new, and 

take some gentle exercise, 
concluding with a drink and 
home-made cake. It was also 
possible, then, to learn more 
about all the grants the Trust 
offers, and, of course to make 
donations to the Trust and buy 
some of their merchandise.

After the event Carol, who 
attended, said “This was a great 
afternoon … I think I speak for 
several people who attended - 
we would love another one!”  

We have pencilled in 
November 13th as a possible 
date for the next inclusive 

“Health and Wellbeing” event. 
From the walk, and another 

“wellbeing” event held in aid 
of the Trust £500 was raised in 
May, and £160 from a couple 
of other smaller events in 
Strathnairn and Stratherrick.

Please get in touch if you 
want to know more about 
any of our grants (Health 
and Wellbeing, outdoor skills 
training or expedition grants) 
at theneilmackenzietrust@
dr.com or visit our website to 
read more about us, what we 
do and who we have helped.

GET OUTDOORS DAY, COMING OUT OF COVID, HOPEFULLY!

The Neil Mackenzie Trust 
A Walk in the woods – May 2021

www.theneilmackenzietrust.com 
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Your Community Councillors 
The Community has a website – www.strathnairn.org.uk where full details are available. There is also 
a closed group <Strathnairn> on Facebook where useful day to day information is posted.  As a closed 
group access is restricted to locals and once you have visited the page you will need to ask to join.   
That way your Facebook page will enable you to be notified of any disruptions and latest news.  
Phil Mackintosh Chair  07787 155390  phil.mackintosh@strathnairncc.com
Neil Spence Hon. Secretary  01808 521311  neil.spence@strathnairncc.com
Ian Maclean Treasurer  07843 685619  ian.maclean@strathnairncc.com
Ian Hunt   01463 772094  ian@strathnairncc.com
Jonny Porteous   01808 521303  jonny.porteous@strathnairncc.com
Tim Rose   01808 521370  tim.rose@strathnairncc.com
Jayne Brinkworth    jayne.brinkworth@strathnairncc.com
James Murray  01808 521205  murrayjames@hotmail.co.uk

Your Highland Councillors
Strathnairn is part of Highland Council Wards 12 (Aird and Loch Ness) & Ward 19 (Inverness South). 
Addresses & telephone numbers are available at www.highland.gov.uk

Ward 12 Aird and Loch Ness 

Cllr Helen Carmichael  helen.carmichael.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Cllr Margaret Davidson margaret.davidson.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Cllr Emma Knox emma.knox.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Ward 19 Inverness South 

Cllr Carolyn Caddick carolyn.caddick.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Cllr Ken Gowans ken.gowans.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Cllr Andrew Jarvie andrew.jarvie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Cllr Duncan MacPherson duncan.macpherson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Other useful numbers:

Daviot Primary School  01463 772226
SCATA Bus 01808 521321
Farr Primary School 01808 521246
NHS 24 111

Daviot Hall booking 01463 772228
Police - Non-Emergency 101
Farr Hall booking 01808 521346

SCBF – www.strathnairncbf.com, cosec@strathnairncbf.com, 07858 688355
Care in Strathnairn: Kathy Collins (Chair) – broncy53@gmail.com
Derek Rose (Community Contact Officer) – 07800 796106/ 01463 772240
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Coronavirus update from 
the Scottish Government
At the time of going to print, we have now entered Phase 4 of restricting lockdown.  A lot of 
restrictions have been lifted to enable us to begin to return to our normal everyday lives.
You should still:
•  Wear face coverings in public places
•  Working from home is still encouraged
•  Pubs and resturants and hospitality can return to normal

Wearing face coverings in public places and on 
public transport will continue.
Collection of contact details for Test and Protect 
will continue.
Rigorous hygiene, including regular hand 
washing will continue to be essential.

Social distancing will no longer be required. 
People can hug again and businesses can now 
operate at full capacity again.

No limits on the number of people allowed to 
meet. Indoors or outdoors.

Self Isolation has changed. Adults identified 
as close contacts of someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 will not automatically be 

required to self-isolate for 10 days. Those who 
have had both vaccinations with at least two 
weeks passed their second dose and who have 
no symptoms will be able to end self-isolation 
after a negative PCR test. Children aged 5- 17 
years old will self-isolate until they have no 
symptoms and a negative PCR test. Children 
under 5 are not required to have PCR tests.

Working from home is still encouraged if 
possible.

Face coverings will still be required in school 
at the start of term.

Pubs, restaurants and other hospitality can 
return to normal licensing hours.

Please note that all Coronavirus (COVID-19) information is correct at time of print, 
for more up to date information visit :-
www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19

Change to COVID restrictions from 9th August 2021

We are looking for like minded local community members who are  

interested in helping steer the Strathnairn into a more sustainable future. 

We are a new group and are keen to have you join us to help give a voice 

to a greener, more sustainable option on local decisions.  

If you are interested in hearing more, or have some ideas please  

get in touch on:  sustainablestrathnairn@gmail.com

Are you interested in being 
more Eco, Green, Sustainable?
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55+Lunch Club News 

New Highland 
Rangers on patrol

There have been so many months without us meeting up for our lunches and we miss you!   It has 
been good to be in touch now and again though and we enjoyed seeing you when we delivered a 
little Easter treat instead of the usual special get-together we have.

We were extremely sad that dear Sadie Chisholm passed away in May and we will miss her so much 
with her warm smile and the interest she took in everyone.   She was the great age of 95 and had 
been such a supporter of our Lunch Club over many many years.  Quite a few of us stood outside 
Inverarnie Stores as her cortege passed on its way to Drumtemple on 18th May.

Just because we don’t see you doesn’t mean we don’t think of you and we do hope you are all 
managing this rather tricky final stage of the pandemic.   Keep very safe and let’s hope this wonderful 
weather will continue to keep our spirits up!
Christina Karen Moira Ria and Fiona 

The Access Ranger Team are 
part of the Highland Councils 
multi-service Visitor Manage-
ment Plan and cover a third of 
the Scottish land area or nearly 
26,500 square km.
 
Rangers are tasked with pa-
trolling sites and engaging with 
visitors to ensure awareness of 
the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code and promote responsible 

use of our fantastic Scottish 
outdoor Environment. They will 
monitor use and report incidents 
to the relevant Council teams or 
emergency services.
 
The rangers will also keep tidy, 
maintain and manage Coun-
cil-owned sites, core paths and 
work with communities on other 

sites to protect the habitats and 
respect for the landscape.
Key things the rangers have dealt 
with are:
u Irresponsible parking both on 
and off road on to land without 
permission.
u Taking and damaging wood 
and trees without owners per-
mission.
u Lighting a fire in a public place 
and causing alarm or annoyance 
or within woodland during a very 
high risk period.
u Littering.
u Camping at irresponsible 
locations.
 
You can contact the rangers on 
accessrangers@highland.gov.uk 
or 07909051223

In response to last summer’s issues 
with ‘dirty camping ‘, which left local 
communities and land managers 

appalled at the behaviour of some visitors, the 
Highlands now has ‘Access Rangers’. 
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Farr Community Hall Reopening

29 August.  Church
5 September Zoom
12 September Church
19 September Zoom
25 September Church

If you would like to be at 
a service held in church it 
continues to be essential 
that you book a place by 
emailing the secretary on 
stpaulschurch.strathnairn@
gmail.com.  If you would like 
to join a Zoom service please 
email broncy53@gmail.com.
Hopefully things will 
continue to ease so that 

we will be able to return to 
weekly services in church 
in the future, but for the 
present the demands of 
cleaning to remain Covid 
free mean a fortnightly 
service in church is the best 
option.  Meantime we hope 
that you are all remaining 
well and enjoying the 
summer weather.  

Any further updates or 
information please do visit 
the website, 
www.stpaulsstrathnairn.co.uk

St Paul’s Church, 
Croachy
We are pleased to be able to continue a  
series of services both in church and online.  
The planned programme for the coming weeks is:-

Daviot & 
Dunlichity 
Church
The Daviot and Dunlichity Church is 
open every Sunday at 12 noon. As 
social distancing is progressing to 
a more relaxed approach they can 
welcome more and more people, 
and they would love to see you.

To arrange a chat or a prayer, 
or to request an e-mailed copy 
of Rev Robert’s Sermons or the 
music, readings and prayers, 
or any tips or stories by e-mail 
– just phone or text 07887 704 
915 – or e-mail me vivian.roden@
strathsnairnanddearn.co.uk and in 
the meantime – stay safe!

Any further updates please  
visit the website, 
www.strathsnairnanddearn.co.uk

FCH are looking to have the Hall opened up to all Community 
Groups by 1st September. Initially, they will not be accepting any 
private or outside bookings. Prior to their return, each group will 
need to complete a booking form and submit a Risk Assessment 
covering their own Groups activity. The Halls Risk Assessment will 
be made available to user groups for guidance.
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Strathnairn’s 
Little Silver Bus
The SCATA bus is available for journeys 
out with and within the Strath
Throughout the Coronavirus situation, the bus 
has continued to be maintained in accordance 
with Community Transport regulations, who 
issue our Permit for public use, and all current 
Covid regulations will be adhered to.

Farr Primary School recently enjoyed the use 
of the bus on their school trip.

Give Donna a call on 01808 521321 to discuss 
your journey or to become a volunteer driver.

Daviot Village Hall Reopening

Post Service

LIKE A LOCAL 

If you want like to 
contribute to the newsletter 
regularly or with a one off article then 
please do get in touch.
It is important that this newsletter remains 
relevant and useful to the community 
so please feel free to contribute of offer 
suggestions on things you would like to 
be included.
You can email on:  
Strathnairnnewsletter@gmail.com

Your newsletter 
needs you!

Daviot are still waiting for booking confirmations, but they believe the indoor 
bowls will be starting up again soon, which is normally Tuesdays and 
Fridays. The Cairngorm Dancers will be starting again from January which 
is normally the last Saturday of the month. They are still waiting to hear from 
the Badminton and Karate clubs at the time of print. 
Sadly the Culloden Christians are holding off until the New Year...

Second Monday of the month: Strathnairn Community Woodlands committee meeting. 
Third Monday of the month: Strathnairn Community Council meeting. 
Tuesday evenings (term time): Highland Budokan Judo from 6pm. 
Wednesday (term time): Strathnairn Music Initiative from 3pm
Thursday 9.30 - 11.30: Mother & Toddlers
Thursday evenings (Oct - May): Community Keep-fit 6-7pm
Second Friday of month: Seniors Lunch (recommencement date to be confirmed) 
Bookings for a room, the whole Hall, changing block or football pitch can be made by phoning 
01808 521346. www.strathnairn.org.uk/farrhall.asp

A weekly Post Office Service is returning 
to Farr Post Office as a mobile service on 

Wednesday 22 September 2021. 
The Post Office van will be in the 
Car Park at Farr Community Hall, 

Inverarnie Park, Inverness, IV2 6AX,  
every Wednesday from 12.00-12.30.
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1. Group 
Swimming
If you can, go with a 
friend. It’s more fun, 
and they can help you 
if you get into difficulty.

2. Be Seen
Wear a bright coloured 
swim hat, swim suit 
and swimmers take a 
tow float. 

Spot the dangers. 
Read any notices. 
Assess the safety of 
a spot. Ask locals for 
advice. Find an exit 
point before entering 
the water.

3. Clothing
Wear suitable 
clothing. In the winter, 
use a wet or dry suit. In 
the summer, you might 
be able to get away 
with a swim suit. If you 
are going to be in the 
water for a long time, 
upgrade to something 
that keeps you warm.

4. Be Vigilent
Watch children and 
non-swimmers. Be in 
the water with children, 
and watch non-
swimmers all the time.

Enter the water 
slowly. Make sure you 
acclimatise to avoid 
cold water shock. 
Entering the water 
slowly, gets you used 
to the temperature, 
and helps get your 
breathing under 
control.

5. Be cautious 
of jumping. 
Before jumping, get in 
the water first. Check 
for depth and hazards. 
Get used to the 
water temperature. 
If in doubt about the 
depth, don’t jump.

6. Stay within 
your depths.
Float to live. If you get 
into distress or trouble, 
float on your back, 
regain control of your 
breathing, and relax. 
When people panic 
they often go from 
being horizontal to 

vertical in the water, 
which makes them 
sink and panic further.

7. Getting Help
People who are 
drowning are usually 
silent. Call for help – 
dial 112 or 999. Ask for 
the Fire and Rescue 
service when at any 
inland waterside 
location. 

8. Final Note
Don’t put yourself at 
risk trying to save a 
swimmer in difficulty. 
Find something 
buoyant you can throw 
to help keep them 
above the water.

Water 
Smarts
Staying safe when  
enjoying the Open Water, 
especially now the colder 
temperatures are  
round the corner.
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Quick Crossword
Across
1.  Twelve (5)
4.  Hoard (5)
7.  Unaware (9)
8.  Gape (4)
10.  Wore away (6)
12.  Birds of prey (6)
13.  Notion (4)
16.  Large spider (9)
18.  The lowest point  
 of anything (5)
19.  Implied (5)

Down
1.  Journal (5)
2.  Menagerie (3)
3.  World’s longest river (4)
4.  Secret or hidden (6)
5.  Bustling (7)
6.  Abated (5)
9.  Placed a bet (7)
11.  Thinner (6)
12.  Consumed (5)
14.  Proficient (5)
15.  Female relative (4)
17.  Part of a circle (3)

Word wheel
This Summer themed word 
wheel is made from a 9 letter 
Summer themed word. Try 
and find that word, then make 
as many words of any length 
as you can from these letters. 
You can only use each letter 
once, and each word must 
include the letter S.

What is the only 
5 letter word that 
becomes larger 
when you add the 
letter “r” to it?

I have a home and 
a big space, I have 
keys but I have no 
locks, I have lots of 
letters but I have no 
mailbox. 
What am I?

According to the 
encyclopedia which 
comes first, the 
chicken or the egg?

Riddles

Quiz PageQuiz Page Crossword puzzles  
are a good exercise 
for the brain and  
puts your vocabulary 
to the test.

Sudoku

Answers in the 
Next Issue.
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A CAP is a framework for implementing 
activities that are decided by the 
community itself. This is a great 
opportunity to have a say on ideas 
for improving life in Strathnairn. What 

do you think would make this a better place to 
live and work and enhance your experience of 
community life? The action plan developed by 
the community, with help from the consultants, 
will identify challenges, seek solutions and give 
us direction for future projects that will help our 
community, now and in the future.
u Many adjacent communities have CAPs, and 
a few are planning their third CAP. However, our 
CAP will be Strathnairn’s first. Our CAP will cover 
the next 10 years, and be reviewed annually. 
When completed, in October 2021, the CAP will 
be a public document.

u A copy of the community survey has been 
included with this edition of the newsletter, 
with the hope we can reach many people and 
get a great response. 
u Our CAP is an opportunity for you to have 
a say in our community’s future development. 
Please make your voices heard. All residents 
aged 11 years upwards are invited to complete 
it. Responses to the survey will be sent to the 
consultants, who with the help of an Advisory 
Panel formed from Strathnairn’s community 
groups, will use them to prepare the CAP.
u Our CAP is an opportunity for you to have 
a say in our community’s future development. 
This is your chance to say what you think is 
needed to make living in Strathnairn better for 
you, your family and future generations.

Community 
Action Plan

Strathnairn Development Company (SDC) has engaged consultants, Impact Hub 
Inverness, to conduct a Community Action Plan (CAP) for Strathnairn.  
SDC is grateful to SCBF for funding this project.

1The open nature of many of the questions may seem 
unusual to you, and very different from surveys you 

have completed in the past. The reason for this is simple 
- the CAP is community-led - and so all of you are to 
free to tell the consultants whatever is on your mind. The 
questions are therefore worded to allow you to respond 
with the right information, but not to tell you what to 
think about as much as possible. Some examples have 
been given, these are meant as prompts, to spark ideas. 
In normal times we would have held some consolation 
events (hopefully these may happen yet!) where we could 
have bounced ideas about and helped each other. 

2 While the CAP will consider how to obtain 
appropriate funding, these challenges are 

considered by the consultants and the Advisory Panel. It 
is therefore unnecessary to consider these challenges in 
your responses. Funding streams from various sources 
may be useful to help fund projects in the future. 

3 The last four questions are marked as 
optional. SDC recognises that while none of 

these questions can be considered as personally-
identifying information in themselves, they can be 
personally-identifying when considered together. 

For this reason, all raw survey data is passed to the 
consultants, unread by anybody in our community. 
The consultants will use that data to develop the 
CAP, and are contractually obliged to destroy it once 
their work is complete. As part of the final CAP, SDC 
will be given survey data. However, the consultants 
are contractually obliged to process the data so as 
to ensure that there remains no link between the 
responses to the above questions, thus ensuring that 
you remain anonymous.

Responses to these questions are optional. 
However, responding to these questions does allow 
the consultants to identify areas where responses are 
low, and to take action to boost responses. Strathnairn 
covers a fairly large area, and different areas are 
likely to respond differently about the challenges they 
think the community faces. So providing at least a 
postcode allows the CAP to channel any appropriate 
funding to the right areas. In addition, should you think 
that challenges the community faces could be solved 
by making use of rights, such as Community Right to 
Buy or similar, then providing a postcode becomes 
very important as such legislation requires one.

About The Survey
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Their teachers are ready and waiting and 
they hope you are all looking forward to 
learning even more music.

Since our last newsletter, all their 
students have been very busy. They held 
a summer showcase where their students 
and teachers got together in small groups 
and played one of their favourite pieces 
to each other…….all online of course! As 
Strathnairn covers such a wide area, it 
was a great chance for everyone to catch 
up and for some, see folk they only usually 
bump into at music school in the hall. It 
was an ideal opportunity to see how well 
everyone is progressing. SMI love to bring 
the community together and music is a 
great way to do so.

Well Done
A big round of 
applause goes to 
Freya and Heather 
who both passed their 
Associated Board of 

the Royal Schools of Music – Grade 1 Violin. 
Well done girls! You worked really hard and 
the award and recognition are very much 
deserved. Keep up the good work.

At the time of writing, they are very hopeful 
that their SMI activities for next term will be 
held in person at Farr Hall. There are lessons 
in ukulele, guitar, drumming, piano, violin, the 
fun music sessions and the Strath Singers.

Practice PracticePractice Practice
SMI’s music and singing group lessons are for 
all ages of the community from 3 years and up 
and all levels of ability so if you are interested 
in finding out more about how you or your 
family members can get involved please don’t 
hesitate to contact us at:-

Strathnairn Music 
Initiative News
STRATHNAIRN MUSIC SCHOOL 
IS ABOUT TO BEGIN ANOTHER 
BRAND NEW TERM OF MUSIC 
AND SINGING LESSONS.
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strathnairnmusicinitiative@gmail.com

After The Survey
The consultants will spend a few weeks 
processing the responses, and from 
this derive a draft CAP for discussion 
with the Advisory Panel. SDC will hold 
some community meetings to discuss 
ideas where possible. These meetings 
will obviously be subject to any COVID 
restrictions that may be in force. 
Information on when these meetings 
are to be held will be provided on social 
media and noticeboards across the 
community.

Following feedback, the consultants will 
then prepare the finalised CAP.

Please complete the inserted 
questionnaire. We’ll be delighted to hear 
your ideas and hopes for the strath!

Thank you.         

Advisory Panel
The consultants are being aided in their 
completion of the CAP by an Advisory Panel. 
The Advisory Panel comprises representatives 
from Strathnairn’s community groups, who are 
large, have a significant presence, or can be 
expected to have a role in implementing our 
CAP. Each group provides one representative, 
with the exception of SDC, who provide two. 
This ensures that we are making the best use 
of experienced members of the community, 
and that groups with no representatives can still 
have an input. In addition, as our community 
is not a large one, many representatives work 
closely with more than one community group, 
and are free to represent those other groups.
The represented groups are listed below :-
u Care in Strathnairn
u Daviot Hall Association
u Daviot Primary Parent Council
u Farr Hall Association
u Farr Primary Parent Council
u SCATA
u Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund
u Strathnairn Community Council
u Strathnairn Community Woodlands
u Strathnairn Development Company
u Strathnairn Farmers Association
u Strathnairn Music Initiative
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Heather Cowan, the new 
manager, is no stranger 
to the care home having 
been the manager from 

2017/2018. Having relocated back 
to the area, she intends to improve 
on her previous good work and 
make the Care Home even better 
from now on.

It has been a difficult time for 
everyone over the last 18 months 
and no more so than for the resi-
dents, families and staff at Daviot 
Care Home. We are all ‘hopefully’ 
moving forward again to some kind 
of normality, and with this in mind 
they would like to extend an offer 
to come and talk to any interested 
groups about their work at Daviot 

Care Home.  They are also planning 
an open day in the coming months 
and welcome anyone interested to 
come and join them to have a look 
around the well maintained home 
and gardens.

24 Hour Care
Although they are considered a 
large home with 90 beds in total, 
they have 4 smaller units which 
care for a variety of needs. They 
have a unit for the frail elderly, two 
dementia specific units and a 
separate younger mental health 
unit.   They have qualified nurses on 
duty 24 hours a day and are looked 
after medically by Culloden Medical 
Practice.  

Daviot Care Home,
Daviot East
Daviot Care Home, formally Meallmore Lodge Care Home, 
has a new manager to go along with it’s new name.  

Heather Cowan has  
relocated back to the 
Strathnairn from one of 
the companies other care 
homes based in Nairn.

OVERWELMED,  
UPSET, OR JUST NEED 
TO TALK TO  
SOMEONE, THESE  
TALKLINES PROVIDE 
THE HELP AND CARE 
YOU MAY NEED. Text 07786 207755

Call: 01463 729 000
www.mikeysline.co.uk

Sun – Thurs: 6-10pm
Fri – Sat: 7pm-7am

Call: 0800 83 85 87
https://breathingspace.scot/
Weekdays: Mon - Thurs 6pm to 2am
Weekend: Fri 6pm - Mon 6am

Call: 116 123
www.samaritans.org
24 hours a day, 365 days a year 

NHS 24 on 111
www.nhs24.scot/

24 hours a day,
365 days a year.

HELPLINES

Further information
If you would like any further information about their service, or would like to 
arrange a visit, or would like Heather to come out and visit you to talk about 
their service, please do not hesitate to contact them on 01463 773112, or 
email, daviotmanager@meallmore.co.uk
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u Avoid walking 
through long grass 

by keeping to paths.
u Avoid having 

exposed skin, wear long 
sleeves, tuck trousers 
into your socks or wear 
wellies.

u Spray insect repellent 
on clothing and socks.

u Wear light-
coloured clothing 

so you can see 
the dark ticks 
and remove 

them.

u Check everyone and  
your pets for ticks when  
you get home.
u Remove a tick safely using 
fine tipped tweezers or a tick 
removal tool.
u If you are unwell after a tick 
bite seek medical advice.

u Keep walking; 
midges tend to hover in 
one place in the shade
u Sit in the sunlight 
and avoid shaded areas
u Stay in the breeze 
Midges like still air
u Burn a 
repelling 
candle or 
wear a 
repellent

u Avoid early 
morning and 
late afternoon 
outdoors and mist
u Wear light coloured 
clothing and cover 
exposed skin
u Try installing a 

midge trap in your 
garden

Keeping the
creepy crawlies at bay
Unfortunately for Highland residents, the Scottish summer brings with it midges 
and ticks which are a nuisance and can spoil a walk or evening in the garden. 
Here are some tip and tricks to help keep the critters out of your way.

Ticks:

Midges: 
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Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund 
Minutes Summary

STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY
BENEFIT FUND

SCBF

March 2021
Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read – Vice 
Chair; Ewen Hardie; Jayne Brinkworth; Mark 
Bessell; Paul MacBeth; Michael Read.
Unable to attend: Alannah Haldane.

29 April 2021 and 17 May 2021
The scheduled April meeting took place on 29th 
April. An additional extraordinary meeting was 
held on 17th May to discuss a grant application.

Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read – Vice 
Chair; Ewen Hardie; Jayne Brinkworth; Mark 
Bessell; Paul MacBeth; Michael Read (29 April 
only).
Unable to attend: Alannah Haldane.

May 2021
Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read – 
Vice Chair; Ewen Hardie; Mark Bessell; Paul 
MacBeth.
Unable to attend: Michael Read; Alannah 
Haldane; Jayne Brinkworth.

GRANT ACTIVITY  
The following awards were agreed at the March 
meeting:

Applicant Award Type of Grant 

Strathnairn News 
Editorial Committee £3,943 General Grant – Strathnairn News (six months 

funding)*

Farr Junior, 
Football, Athletics 
and Tennis Club

£470 General Grant – Tennis Club

One award £500 Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant

One award £500 Supplementary Home Heating Grant

* with the potential for an additional six months, 
following receipt of further information
One General Grant application was rejected.

  The following awards were agreed at the April 
meeting and extraordinary May meeting:

Applicant Award Type of Grant 

Strathnairn Development 
Company £13,300

General Grant: Production of a 
Community Action Plan

Two awards £944 Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant

The following awards were agreed at the 
scheduled May meeting:
 

Applicant Award Type of Grant 

One award £500 Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant

323 Energy Grants for 2021 have been paid 
to date. 56 Education Grants have been paid 
directly to individuals to date for the 2020/21 
academic year (in addition to education grants 
paid to the Parent Councils of Farr and Daviot 
Primary Schools).

OTHER BUSINESS 
Three new membership applications were 
approved at the May meeting. SCBF 
membership stands at 136.

All meetings were held by video conference,  
due to the ongoing Coronavirus (Covid – 19) restrictions. 
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March:
u SCBF’s investment strategy and provision 
of investment management services were 
discussed. Proposals will be sought from a 
shortlist of providers.
u SCBF will respond to Strathnairn 
Development Company’s recent survey.
u Membership clauses which are felt to 
be unduly restrictive in the constitutions of 
applicant organisations were discussed. SCBF 
would wish to see membership open to all 
adult residents of the Strathnairn Community 
Council area in funded organisaitons. 

April:
u The board discussed responses to 
questions which had been sent in advance of 
the community consultation meeting taking 
place on 13th May 2021.
u The board were updated on the intention of 
the Strathnairn Community Council to submit 
an application for funding of a community 
newsletter.
u The board agreed to fund up to £1,000 of 
consultancy costs to support  
Strathnairn Community Council in their 
negotiations over benefits arising from  
Glen Kyllachy windfarm.
u SCBF membership stands at 133, though 
it was noted that the membership list includes 
persons who have moved out of the area, and 
are no longer eligible to be members. It was 
agreed that members should be reminded to 
inform us of changes in address.
u SCBF’s investment strategy and provision 
of investment management services were 
discussed. u A shortlist of providers will be 
interviewed prior to the next board meeting.
u A payment of £250 to Lucky2bhere was 
agreed, relating to replacing the defibrillator 
battery at Farr Hall.
u A request was agreed to allow an 
application from the Strathnairn Development 
Company to part fund a Community Action 
Plan to be considered outside normal 
application deadlines. This application was 
agreed at the extraordinary meeting on the 
17th May.
u Updated policies on safeguarding, 
complaints and communications will be 
considered at the scheduled May meeting.

May:
u A new process was discussed for developing 
the budget for the 2021/22 financial year. 
This would involve consultation with groups 
to ascertain amounts and timing of likely 
applications before the start of the financial year.
u It was agreed to transfer SCBF’s investments 
from Brewin Dolphin to Rowan Dartington, 
following a review of providers and interviews 
with a shortlist. u Rowan Dartington (in 
association with Macleod and MacCallum) 
were able to offer added value, giving the wider 
Strathnairn Community limited free access to 
introductory legal and financial advice. Further 
details of the advice available will be provided 
once the formal transfer has been made.
u A safeguarding policy and updated 
complaints policy were finalised. An amended 
communications protocol will be considered at 
the June meeting.
u An update was received on negotiations 
taking place with the owners of the Glen 
Kyllachy windfarm.
u A discussion was held relating to two queries 
about funding activities which were potentially 
statutory duties (and therefore not fundable by 
SCBF). These related to pavement improvements 
and improvements to school playgrounds. 
Pavements were felt to be clearly the responsibility 
of the Highway Authority. Enhancements to 
playgrounds could potentially be supported, but 
not the provision of the basic structure. 

2021 grant application 
deadlines: 19 June; 14 July; 11 August; 
15 September; 13 October; 10 November; 24 
November.

Contact:  The Directors can be contacted 
via the Company Secretary.
E-mail: cosec@strathnairncbf.com; 
Tel: 07858 688 355.
Freepost address:  RTTJ-HBSK-RRUU, SCBF, 
PO Box 5783, Inverness, IV1 9EW.
Website: www.strathnairncbf.com; 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/strathnairncbf.

Remember: Please use SCBF’s Freepost 
address and not Farr Hall for all 
correspondence, saving you postage and 
ensuring a faster response.
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Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund 
Minutes Summary
June 2021
The June 2021 meeting was held by video 
conference, due to the ongoing Coronavirus 
(Covid – 19) restrictions.  

Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read – 
Vice Chair; Ewen Hardie; Mark Bessell; Paul 
MacBeth, Jayne Brinkworth.
Unable to attend: Alannah Haldane.

Grant Activity  
No awards were approved at the meeting. 
One application was deferred awaiting further 
information. 

326 Energy Grants for 2021 have been paid 
to date. 56 Education Grants have been paid 
directly to individuals to date for the 2020/21 
academic year (in addition to education grants 
paid to the Parent Councils of Farr and Daviot 
Primary Schools).

Other Business 
u Mike Read has stood down as a director. 
Mike was thanked for his contribution to SCBF.
The development of a community plan was 
discussed and the potential impact this would 
have on demand for funds, both directly from 
the Strathnairn Development Company and 
from new projects developed in response to the 
plan. It was agreed that the role of SCBF was in 
providing seed funding in development stages, 
then, potentially, part funding initiatives alongside 
other funders. 
u The provision of secretariat services by 
Foundation Scotland beyond their current 
contract was considered. Further information 
was requested from Foundation Scotland to 

clarify issues which had been raised regarding 
future delivery of the service.
u Progress by Farr Hall towards establishing a 
SCIO was noted. The board are keen to see the 
hall back open and the new SCIO meeting the 
needs of the Strathnairn community as identified 
in the community plan.
u Minor changes and eligibility clarifications to 
current grant schemes were considered. These 
will be incorporated into applications in the new 
SCBF financial year (Sept).
u The eligibility of safety improvements to 
roads was discussed. It was agreed that these 
could potentially be eligible for support if they 
were clearly outside statutory duties of the local 
authority – however, further information would be 
required before any funding commitment could 
be made.

2021 grant application 
deadlines:  
11 August; 15 September; 13 October;  
10 November; 24 November

Contact: 
The Directors can be contacted via the 
Company Secretary.
E-mail: cosec@strathnairncbf.com;  
Tel: 07858 688 355.
Freepost address:  RTTJ-HBSK-RRUU, SCBF, 
PO Box 5783, Inverness, IV1 9EW.
Website: www.strathnairncbf.com; 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/strathnairncbf.

Remember: Please use SCBF’s Freepost 
address and not Farr Hall for all 
correspondence, saving you postage and 
ensuring a faster response.

STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY
BENEFIT FUND

SCBF
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AMY
is a Vegetarian 

foody and 
lover of simple 

recipes

Skip the ice cream maker and try this quick and easy chocolate 
ice cream. Only 5 ingredients required and just 10 minutes prep!

2 EASY CHOCOLATE 
ICE CREAM RECIPES

F O O D  S I M P L E

CHOC CHIPS
Add chocolate chips (preferably 
60% or above) when making it all 
up for an added crunch.

SAUCY
Serve with a warm chocolate sauce, 
for that extra special treat.

SANDWICH
Serve between 2 cookies for an Ice 
cream cookie sandwich. If you have 
ever been to Disney you’ll know the 
Ice Cream Puck.

MAKE A FEAST

Easy Chocolate ice cream
Ingredients
500ml Double cream (for whipping)
400ml Condensed Milk (1 can)
4tbsp Unsweetened Cocoa Powder
150g Dark chocolate (at least 60% cocoa)
1tsp Vanilla Extract

Instructions
1. Whip the double cream for about 10 minutes  
until stiff peaks start to form.
2.  In another bowl, melt chocolate. Combine  
condensed milk, vanilla extract, cocoa powder 
with melted chocolate.
3.  Gently fold the whipped cream into your  
sweetened condensed milk. Delicately mix  
everything together.
4.  Pour the ice cream mixture into a loaf pan  
and cover tightly with cling film.
5.  Place in freezer for 6 hours or overnight,  
then allow to rest outside the freezer for  
10 min before serving.

Easy Chocolate ice cream
DAIRY FREE AND VEGAN

Ingredients
400ml Full fat coconut  
cream (1 can)
½ cup Cocoa Powder
250ml Sweetened condensed  
coconut milk (1 can)

Instructions
1.  Make sure Coconut cream is fridge cold. 
Whip coconut cream until light and fluffy.
2. Add the cocoa powder and whip again until 
combined. 
3. Add whole can of sweetened condensed 
milk into mixture and fold it in.
4. Once everything is combined put mixture in 
loaf pan lined with greaseproof paper. Smooth 
out the top and place in freezer for 5-6 hours.
5. To serve, allow the ice crem to sit at room 
temperature for about 20 minutes.
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Professional CV Writing Service 

 
Would you like help to write or revamp your CV? 

 
Struggling to know what to write on job 

application forms? 
 

We offer an in-depth service which will provide you 
with a CV perfectly tailored to your needs. 

 
Contact us for more information: 

Tel 01808 521464/ 07971 689833 
 

enquiries@albacvs.co.uk   
www.albacvs.co.uk 

 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

 

LESLEY ROBERTSON-REID
Dog Walking / Dog Training / Small Animal Care

Fully Insured / Animal First Aid Trained

blackdog.scot@btinternet.com
www.blackdog.scot

07742 088157
01808 521480
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HERBAL MEDICINE

HerbalMedicine is a natural andgentleapproach
tohealth andwellbeing. It can supportawide

variety ofhealth issues:
• Hormonal issues
• Anxiety/low mood/depression
• Immune support
• Arthritis andjoint pain
• Digestive complaints
andmanymore

Pleasecall FionaMcIntyre to arrange a consultation
Available for talks to interestedgroups

Herb foragingwalks
Call: 07747010620

Hazel House,Daviot. IV2 5XQ.
www.fionamcintyremedicalherbalist.com

fnmcntyr@gmail.com

Emily
Evans

Mobile Hairstylist 

Mob: 07841 030477

Providing a wide  
variety of services 

 Competitive rates 
 Based in Strathnairn 

5

INVERARNIE STORES

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm • Saturday 8am - 5pm • Sunday 9am - 2pm

Pop along and say hello!
Inverness IV2 6XA

CONVENIENCE STORE
GROCERIES AND FROZEN FOODS, 

HARRY GOW BAKERY, DUNCAN FRASER BUTCHERS, ICE CREAM 
NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, SECOND HAND BOOKS, CIGARETTES, TOBACCO

CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS, WRAPPING PAPER, GIFT BAGS
FLO GAS, SMALL BAGS OF COAL, KINDLERS
REPEAT PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION POINT

RECYCLING, PUBLIC NOTICEBOARD, COLLECTION POINT FOR FARR HALL KEY

OPEN LOCAL HOLIDAYS
CLOSE TO FARR & DAVIOT SCHOOLS 

LOCKDOWN OPENING HOURS
8am – 12 noon, Mon-Sat, 9am – 12 noon, Sunday
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