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Sponsored by

AB HomeworX are a Restoration & Building Company
based in Farr.

Specialising in:
▪ Restoration projects ▪ Re-configurations ▪ Extensions
▪ New Builds
Tel: 01463 263070 / Mob: 07732 211968

Web: www.abhomeworx.co.uk
Email: Info@abhomeworx.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook
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Editor’s note
We all hope every member of our community is managing to stay safe and well.

In this issue you will find the usual community news, alongside the most up to date Scottish
Government Guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19) at time of going to print. If you have any
photographs, recipes, stories or good news you would like to share with the community, please send
them through!

In these difficult times we are here to help, so please do not hesitate to contact our Editor, Caroline
Tucker, on 01808 521464 and she will try and help. If she is not able, she will try and assist by finding
a more suitable contact.
The next newsletter deadline – Monday 31st May 2021.
Please note all dates and times published are correct at time of going to print, and please ensure all
submissions are non-political and unlikely to offend.
Front Cover Photograph: Orchid, courtesy of Laura Husher
design&print: mmsalmac.com . tel: 01343 551234
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Strathnairn Community Council
General Meeting Number 286 by Zoom Web
Meeting 7.30 pm
Monday 15th February 2021
Minutes

Present:
SNCC Members: James Murray (JM, Chair), Neil Spence (NS, Hon Sec), Ian MacLean (IM, Treasurer),
Phil MacKintosh (PM, Vice Chair), Ian Hunt (IH), Jonny Porteous (JP), Jayne Brinkworth (JB), Lorna
McConachie (LM, Minutes)
HC Members: Cllr Margaret Davidson (MD), Cllr Carolyn Caddick (CD)
Associate Member: Allan Martin
Members of the Public:
Ewen Hardie (EW), Robert Fraser (RF), Ian Gunn (IG)
1.

Apologies

Cllr Gowans (KG)
2.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of 18th January. Proposed (IH), Seconded (JP)
3.

Declaration of Interests

IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in discussions
relating to the SCBF unless he deemed it pertinent to do so.
4.

Matters arising from Minutes

a.

Item 4b: MacDonald Groundworks Ltd. Discussed and clarified.

b.

Item 4f: Boundary Changes. Action acknowledged by JM.

c.	Item 7c Caravan: No response to January deadline. Action: IM to send email to planning
enforcement team.
d.
e.

Item 7c Lairgandour: still under consideration. Action IH to update.

Item 7c Corriegarth Windfarm: No response from email sent. Action: IH to update.

f.	Item 9: NS received email stating that Highland Council do not propose to object to final
proposal re telephone kiosk at Dumnaglass.
g.

Item 18a: Reply acknowledged re Draft Tourism Infrastructure Plan.

h.	Item 18d: Due to the recent winter weather conditions the Traffic management survey at Croachy
is yet to be scheduled. Action: JP.
i.	Item 18f: After discussion it was noted that the installation of a footpath along the old A9
between Daviot War memorial/Craggie junction and Meallmore Lodge/Forestry car park would
be unlikely. However, a feasibility study and funding to be debated further. Action: IM.
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5.

Community Policing Report and local issues

a.	The abandoned car at the playpark was repositioned for safety reasons. A seven-day police
notice will be issued and if no response the car will be legally uplifted.

b.	IH expressed his thanks to JM that action had been taken to notify the community police officers
over inconsiderate parking on the Daviot Road East/Moy. Farm gates left open, litter and broken
sledges have also been reported.
c.	Issues can be reported to PC Jo Barclay (NO953) and PC Laura Kerr (NO162) It was considered
that given changes in personnel it would be useful to add the names and contact details for the
community police officers to the Newsletter, Noticeboard, and Facebook Page. Action: NS
6.

Financial Report

No changes to report.
7.

Planning Application and updates:

a)

New

I.

Erection of house, formation of access. Land 515M NE of Hillcroft Daviot Inverness

II.	Aberarder windfarm - Erection and Operation of a Wind Farm comprising of 12 Wind Turbines
with a maximum blade tip height of 175m, access track, borrow pits, substation, control building,
and ancillary infrastructure. Land at Carn Ghriogair Aberarder Estate Aberarder Inverness.
b)

Updated

II.

Erection of extension to house. Leanach Quarry, Culloden Moor, Inverness. IV2 5FS. Agreed.

I.

Installation of door. Rhanna, Culloden Moor, Inverness. IV2 5ED. Agreed.

III.	Change of use and conversion of steading to form house. Land 120M SW of Culchunaig
Farmhouse, Westhill, Inverness. Refused.
8.

Windfarms

a)

Aberarder

b)

Glenkyllachy

	It was agreed that further discussions with Callum Whiteford are necessary to investigate the
environmental concerns of the increased height of turbines and the proposed new access road.
Developers will be required to re-apply for planning permission. It was suggested that the benefit
fund should also be made more flexible in its reach to the community. It was stressed that the
major concerns lie within Strathnairn. Action: PM.
	The new operator, Greencoats, will provide substantial funding to the community. (£1.8M). It was
agreed, after a lengthy discussion, that it would be prudent to seek advice from Charles Morgan,
Operations Manager. Mr Morgan has previous experience and knowledge, and his expertise
would provide useful financial information in the decision-making process for the long-term
benefit of the Strathnairn community, given the differences in how any monies may be distributed
between Strathnairn and Stratherrick. It was agreed that PM would be invited to the Benefits
Fund Committee meeting in order to confirm this proposal. Action: IH.
9. Telephone kiosk at Dunmaglass.
The Highland Council will not support the re-instatement of the kiosk at Dunmaglass as there is good
mobile coverage in the area and there are no statutory or emergency reasons for its retention.
10. Knocknagael to Tomatin High Voltage Power Line.
Feedback has been received about increased noise levels during the freezing, wet and windy weather
emanating from the pylons. It was agreed to find out if other residents have been affected and to make
contact with SSE. Action: JM
11. Road Condition Survey, B851, B861 & B9153.
JM expressed his thanks to IM for producing a comprehensive survey. A lengthy discussion ensued
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covering the Roads Improvement Strategy, funding and the effects of the recent wintery weather. The
key points raised were:
•	A comprehensive roads capital programme outlines planning submissions, but concerns were
raised as to how much of the planned improvements would be undertaken.
•	Areas and edges where potholes appear either side of the white lines need to be studied and
reported,
•
•

Other roads and C-roads should be considered and

The importance of giving the community the opportunity to highlight road issues.

a)	It was agreed that a further afternoon Zoom meeting should be arranged with interested parties
in order to prioritise work required and to seek additional funds. Action: MD. Attendees to be
nominated. Action: JM.

b)	Prior to submitting the application for winter resilience support, areas are to be identified where
piles of grit may be deposited. It was stated that in rural areas piles of grit are preferable to bins,
but grit bins are appropriate for footpaths.
c)	In order to support the clearance of paths volunteers are required. Insurance cover, shovels,
bins and storage facilities are necessary. A request for volunteers to be issued via the website,
newsletter and Facebook. Action: IM
12. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)
a)

Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit. - Scoping Consultation for Aberarder Windfarm.

c)

Highland Council – Covid19 Community Resilience Briefing.

b)
d)
e)

Highland Council- Covid19 Community Resilience Update.
SCBF – Minutes of December Meeting.

Police Scotland – Consultation on the use of Body Worn Video.

Correspondence noted. Copies are available for interested parties. Action: NS
13. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest. Nil
14. Questions from members of the Public.
IG thanked the committee for positive communications.
15. AOCB
a)	Strathnairn Community Access and Transport Association (SCATA): Allan Martin has been
proposed as Chair. The AGM is scheduled for 4th March where positions will be ratified. The
hard work and enthusiasm of Donna Haldane was praised. Contact details for Peter Christie to
be forwarded to AM. Action: JM

b)	Community Council Facebook Page: The purpose of the Facebook page is to inform everyone
but in particular; to target young people, to interact with other committees, to encourage
community spirit, to inspire more community participation, and to provide immediate feedback.
After a lengthy discussion it was unanimously agreed to set up the SNCC Facebook page. It was
felt that a positive interface between the SNCC Facebook page and the development company
could be created and coexist together. The SNCC Facebook page would be in addition to
current methods of communication and it would be linked directly into the Strathnairn Facebook
page. An update on progress at the next meeting to be shared. Action: PM, IM, NS.

c)	Notice Boards: It was agreed that custodians be appointed to update the notice boards.
Croachy: Reposition to a more suitable location. Action: JP. Daviot War Memorial and Daviot
Hall: Action: IH. Nairnside: Action PM. Inverarnie: Action JM. Keys for the locked boards are
available from NS.
d)	Farm Watch: Recent thefts of fuel, firewood and the appearance of unscrupulous individuals
have been reported. A local farmer also raised the issue of a lack of compliance with the
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countryside code; in particular gates being left open where sledging had taken place. It was
agreed that community police officers should be asked to liaise with the Rural Crime unit. It was
suggested that the Countryside code be published in the newsletter. Action: NS.

e)	SNCC Chair: It was noted that JM will relinquish the position of Chair at the June AGM and, as
Vice Chair, PM will take over the position if no one else volunteers.
16. Next Meeting – Monday 15th March 2021.

The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before the meeting. To be certain that
an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before our meeting is due to
take place. Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
email. If you would like to receive a copy your email address can be added to the circulation list by
application to secretary@strathnairncc.com.
JM thanked all for their contribution, and the meeting closed at 21.10 hrs.

Letter from the Editor
For the last 8 years I have been Editor of Strathnairn News, a job which
I have thoroughly enjoyed. Unfortunately, I have come to the very
difficult decision that this issue will be my last. Due to what I believe is
the constant over scrutiny from Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund
(SCBF), I am no longer able or willing to carry out this role.
The SCBF was set up to receive and distribute community benefit
payments generated from the windfarms and Farr Hydro. The focus
should be on ‘community benefit’.

Whilst the Strathnairn News is extremely grateful for the assistance it
has previously received, attempting to work with SCBF over the last
18 months has been a constant battle. The applications submitted
by Strathnairn News have, at every turn, been met with a negative
and judgemental approach with the SCBF trying to dictate how
the newsletter should be produced. I believe this is not within their
responsibility. At no point, in my opinion, has there been any attempt to
work constructively with us.
I do hope that a more positive and supportive attitude may become
evident in the near future.

I would like to thank the Editorial Committee, particularly our Treasurer,
Ray Hill, who has been my right-hand man since my very first issue.
Thanks also to every single contributor and local business who has
advertised with us over the years. I have enjoyed getting to know you
all and working with all the wonderful groups our community has.
The final thank you is to you, the reader, for your support – we have a
fabulous community with many people who want it to flourish!
Best wishes,

Caroline Tucker
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Your Community Councillors:
The Community has a website – www.strathnairn.org.uk where full details are available. There is
also a closed group <Strathnairn> on Facebook where useful day to day information is posted. As a
closed group access is restricted to locals and once you have visited the page you will need to ask to
join. That way your Facebook page will enable you to be notified of any disruptions and late news.
James Murray

Chair		

01808 521205

murrayjames@hotmail.co.uk

Neil Spence

Hon. Secretary

01808 521311

neil.spence@strathnairncc.com

Ian Maclean

Treasurer		

07843 685619

ian.maclean@strathnairncc.com

Ali Macqueen			

07707 304585

ali.macqueen@strathnairncc.com

Ian Hunt				

01463 772094

ian@strathnairncc.com

Jonny Porteous			

01808 521303

jonny.porteous@strathnairncc.com

Phil Mackintosh			

07787 155390

phil.mackintosh@strathnairncc.com

Tim Rose				

01808 521370

tim.rose@strathnairncc.com

Jayne Brinkworth					

jayne.brinkworth@strathnairncc.com

Your Highland Councillors
Strathnairn is part of Highland Council Wards 12 (Aird and Loch Ness) & Ward 19 (Inverness South).
Addresses & telephone numbers are available at www.highland.gov.uk
Ward 12 Aird and Loch Ness
Cllr Helen Carmichael 		

helen.carmichael.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Davidson		

margaret.davidson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Cllr Emma Knox 			

emma.knox.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Ward 19 Inverness South
Cllr Carolyn Caddick			

carolyn.caddick.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Cllr Ken Gowans			

ken.gowans.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Cllr Andrew Jarvie			

andrew.jarvie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Cllr Duncan MacPherson		

duncan.macpherson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Other useful numbers:
Daviot Primary School - 01463 772226		

SCATA Bus - 01808 521321

Farr Primary School - 01808 521246		

NHS 24 – 111

Daviot Hall booking – 01463 772228		

Police - Non-Emergency – 101

Farr Hall booking - 01808 521346		
SCBF – www.strathnairncbf.com, cosec@strathnairncbf.com, 07858 688355
Care in Strathnairn: Kathy Collins (Chair) – broncy53@gmail.com,
Derek Rose (Community Contact Officer) – 07800 796106/ 01463 772240
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SCBF Community Consultation Event
7pm to 9pm,
13th May 2021, via Zoom

‘Get Outdoors’ Day!
Saturday 22nd May.

Hosted by The Neil Mackenzie Trust, at Daviot Woods,
details and timings of events will be published nearer
the time on the Trust Facebook page and www.
theneilmackenzietrust.com

Summarised Coronavirus update
from the Scottish Government
At the time of going to print, Highland remains in Level 4 – Lockdown – but we are
pleased to share some key dates (subject to regular review), as set out by the Scottish
Government:
Early April
•	By the time the newsletter is distributed the ‘Stay at Home’ message will be replaced by ‘Stay
local’, allowing non-essential travel within your local authority area.
•
More retail establishments, including hairdressers and barbers (appointment only), can open.
19th April
•
All school pupils to return to school full time.
26th April
•
Up to 6 people from up to 3 households can socialise outdoors.
•
6 12-17 year olds can meet socially from 6 households outdoors.
•
Travel within mainland Scotland allowed.
•	Up to 4 people from 2 households can socialise indoors in a public place such as a café or
restaurant.
•
All shops, stores and close contact services can open.
•
Gyms and swimming pools can reopen for individual exercise.
•
Indoor attractions and public buildings such as galleries, museums and libraries can open.
17th May
•
Up to 4 people from 2 household can socialise indoors in a private home or public space.
•
Outdoor adult contact sport and indoor group exercise can restart.
•
Cinemas, amusement arcades, and bingo halls can open, subject to capacity constraints.
•
Small-scale outdoor and indoor events can resume subject to capacity constraints.
•	Hospitality venues can open until: 22:30 indoors (alcohol permitted, 2 hour dwell time) 22:00
outdoors (alcohol permitted)
Early June
•
Up to 6 people from up to 3 households can socialise indoors in a home or public place.
•	Up to 8 people from 3 households can socialise outdoors. 8 12-17 year olds can meet socially
from 8 households outdoors.
7
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•
•

Hospitality can remain open until 23:00
Attendance at events can increase, subject to capacity constraints.

When out of the home environment please continue to:
•
Wear a face covering
•
Avoid crowded places
•
Clean hands and surfaces regularly
•
Stay 2m away from other people
•
Self-isolate and book a test if you have COVID-19 symptoms
Symptoms
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of any or all of:
•
New continuous cough
•
High temperature
•
Loss of sense of smell or taste
Note: A new, continuous cough means coughing for longer than an hour, or three or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours. If you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual.
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.
If any ill person in your household has not had any signs of improvement and have not already sought
medical advice, they should contact NHS 111 online. If your home has no internet access, you should
call NHS 111.
Coronavirus Vaccinations
Vaccinations are continuing to be rolled out across Scotland. You will be notified by your GP when you
are eligible, and at this time more information will be given about the vaccination itself and where the
vaccine will take place.
For more information please visit Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine | NHS inform
Please note that all Coronavirus (COVID-19) information is correct at time of print,
for more up to date information on Coronavirus (COVID-19) visit:
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19
and https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/
coronavirus-covid-19

Care in Strathnairn
Care in Strathnairn continues to support people living in the Strathnairn Community Council area
disadvantaged by age, illness, disability or social circumstances. Due to ongoing Covid-19 restrictions
our Handyman Services are still only available in very limited circumstances and the Friendship Group
remains suspended for the foreseeable future. Derek Rose continues to support people with telephone
contact and helping them to make contact with support services that are available. With the vaccines
now available we look forward to perhaps restarting or reimagining our services later this year. Please
contact Derek Rose (07800) 796106 or (01463) 772240 or email careinstrathnairn@gmail.com if you
feel the need for additional support.
The Prescription Delivery Service for Foyers Medical Centre continues to make weekly home deliveries.
Our combined AGMs for 2019 and 2020 will take place on 24 May at 7pm. This is a
ZOOM meeting and you are welcome to join us. Please email careinstrathnairn@gmail.
com for the link to the meeting.
8
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Fearnag Growers
The garden is bursting back to life and
lifting the spirits. Our communal work days
will recommence in early May. If conditions
allow, we are hoping to have two communal
work days a month during this season,
like last year. We have pencilled the last
Saturday and middle Sunday of every
month as work days. We will be glad to see
helpful faces! Drop a line to kirstyadam@
ymail.com with any queries.

Heritage Grain project - we will be planting
up a small section with rye and barley at the
end of April with the help of Col Gordon,
expert on indigenous grains. He will visit
again to help up reap and process the grain.

We hope to be able to reinstate our programme of events later this year and are planning for another
artist day, with the wonderful Sarah Longley, a woodworking day with Sam and Simon and a small
outside concert with Lauren MacColl and Ewan MacPherson. We will keep you posted! Fingers
crossed!

We always love to see photos or videos of your plot and time at the garden. We like to use them for
social media and our next spring/summer newsletter. Please send any photo, stories or videos
to me raghnaid@me.com. We are preparing a wee video to document the coming of
spring and happy times at the gardens. Follow us on instragram - fearnag_growers.

This space is available
THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
To advertise in Strathnairn
News:
To advertise in Strathnairn News:
Size of advert (to nearest
cm)
Full page – 19 x 12 (colour)
Full page – 19 x 12 (B&W)
Half page – 9 x 12 (Colour)
Half page – 9 x 12 (B&W)
Quarter page – 9 x 6 (Colour)
Quarter page – 9 x 6 (B&W)
1/8 page – 6 x 4.5 (B&W)

6 editions – A full year –
including a listing on the
Local Business Directory
Sponsorship Package
£225
£150
£95
£105
£75
£67

?

Single edition (please
specify month required and
no of issues)
£65
£40
£30
£18
£22
£15
£12

If you would like to know more about our Sponsorship Package or require more
information on any of the above Please contact Caroline on 01808 521464 or Email caz_mackenzie@hotmail.com
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St Paul’s Church, Croachy
We are delighted to say that we can once again hold a Sunday service at 11.00am and, as I write,
we are preparing the church to hold the first service on Easter Day, 4 April. Taking into account the
requirements for cleaning and the continued need for caution, to begin with church services will be
held on the first Sunday in each month and there will continue to be a service on Zoom for the other
Sundays plus a weekly podcast. Following this pattern, we hope to be able to provide access to a
service for all whether they are able to be at church, access Zoom or listen to the podcast and will
allow as many folk as possible to participate safely in worship.

Due to continuing restrictions the service will be somewhat different and there are several things that
we must all adhere to in order to keep safe so, if you plan to join us for a service in church, please do
the following:

•	We can only accommodate a limited number of people so, if you plan to be at a particular
service (whether a member of the regular congregation or not), please email us at stpaulschurch.
strathnairn@gmail.com by lunchtime on the previous Friday and the secretary will reply to
confirm a space is available or, if there is no space available that week offer you a space the at
the next service to be held in church. This is essential as we do not wish to be in the position of
turning people away at the door on a Sunday when all places have been booked.
•	Please follow the signage and any requests such as use of hand sanitiser both on entering and
leaving, where to sit and so on.
•

Please always wear a facemask when inside the church buildings.

•

Please bring your own cushion as we have had to remove the pew cushions.

•	On entering the church, please leave your contact details on the form next to the sanitiser just
inside the church door. These will be kept for a couple of weeks for the purpose of track and
trace only.
Further updates will be posted on our Facebook page, St Pauls Strathnairn, and our website.

In the meantime, we hope that everyone is enjoying the usual Easter chocolate gifts, even if they were
ordered online, and we look forward to hopefully having less Covid restrictions during the summer.

Ian Munro Gardening Services
• GRASS CUTTING SERVICE
• HEDGE CUTTING
• SCRUB CLEARANCE
• TREE FELLING
• GENERAL TIDYING AND MAINTENANCE
(with over 32 years’ experience)
Telephone Ian on 07904 460 811 or email ianmarshy@aol.com
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Strathnairn Development Company
News Update
Quite a lot has been happening at SDC over the past few months. As it is still in its infancy, a lot of
paperwork and really, some non-exciting though necessary things have been occupying us. Charity
registration, constitution, creating policies and all the other red tape with getting it up and running; just
as neighbouring Stratherrick & Foyers and Strathdearn Development Trusts went through 5 or 6 years
ago. One hurdle we had to overcome was to recruit enough members in order that as a board we
could approve anything. This is quite challenging when you are a new group and trying to explain why
we want to form as a group, how we differ from other community bodies (such as SCBF and SNCC)
and what we hope to achieve.
Doing this foundation work has been a mammoth task and meant we were having less time to share
some of our ideas and goals. However, we had a real boost back in February when our membership
numbers grew by nearly 25%. At our first AGM, it was exciting to see a lot of our new members
have a real enthusiasm and urgency to see development activities start up. It also highlighted how
we could improve disseminating some of our information and news better. So, welcome to our new
website (www.strathnairndevelopment.scot). It is now up and running and is one of the places to find
out who we are, what we are doing, and what we need help with. Running with this, we have set up
a routine newsletter system for our members, as we all agree, being kept up to date is important for
any member. If anyone would like to be a member, get involved or find out more, feel free to go to the
website, find us on Facebook or email us at: strathnairndevelopmentcompany@googlemail.com
Offer: Networking through Covid and beyond
A lot of community groups have had to pause during lockdown. Now, while we can’t offer a
replacement for physically meeting up with people, SDC has a Pro Zoom account which is free to use
and open to any community group in the Strath. The main benefit of the account is that calls are not
time limited as with regular Zoom accounts. Zoom is just one way that many of have been able to still
keep in contact and have meetings during lockdown. Now, even though things do seem to be easing
with restrictions, Zoom does still have its uses. Distance is no longer an issue. Now, it may not help
the likes of someone wanting to log in to the fitness class but it can still allow participation for a lot of
people if they are unable to attend in person (e.g., parents of young children who would not normally
be able to go to evening meetings have been able to participate; for some of them, the internet offers
a chance to do these things that in the past, they would have not been able to do). If you would like
to find out more, or are interested in using it, then send an e-mail to sdczoommeeting@
gmail.com, ring Beth Rose (01808) 521 370, or send a message via Facebook.

Post Office Collection Box
at Daviot East
Back in January 2019 I first contacted Royal Mail to try and
get a Collection Box installed in Daviot East as the nearest
alternative was either the other side of the A9 at West Daviot
or over 4 miles away at Moy.

Finally after numerous emails the Collection Box was installed in June
2019 – in the wrong place by Meallmore Lodge instead of by Auchnahillin
Caravan Park.

More emails followed and finally it was re-located and up and running just before Christmas
last year.
Collection times are Monday – Friday 9.00am and Saturday 7.00am
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Great News from SMI!!!
Strathnairn Music Initiative are extremely proud to tell you all that 3 of our students have gained their
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music – Grade 1 Violin Practical. They all worked really hard
and practised lots, and their efforts paid off. We would like to congratulate Amelie, Megan and Jaz.
Well done girls! Keep up the good work. Many thanks also go to our violin tutor, Sarah Smith who
presented the girls for the examination.
One year on…..
SMI has been online for a year. During a year like no other, we have managed to keep a small slice
of normality and brought music and singing lessons into the homes of the Strath. The transition was
smooth, the teachers embraced the new way of working and our students gave it their all. We have
held 2 fantastic virtual concerts and by the time you read this we will have hosted a showcase of
talent where our students have played one of their favourite pieces to their fellow musicians. Despite
everything we’re all keeping the community musical spirit alive!
AGM
Our AGM was held on 18/03/2021. It was a very productive meeting and we would like to thank all
our members who attended and for the great ideas generated. SMI continues to go from strength to
strength and we couldn’t do it without the brilliant organisational and leadership skills of our chair, Fran
and the dedication and hard work of the trustees, Marielle, Kristina and Rachel and all our members.
We would also like to thank the Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund for the funding that allows the
project to continue.
Planning for the future….
It is the aim of the Initiative to return to community based lessons as soon as we can safely do so. For
the time being our lessons will remain online but we will send out any updates as soon as we have
them. We miss seeing you all in person!
SMI’s music and singing group lessons are for all ages and all levels of ability so if you are interested in
finding out more please don’t hesitate to contact us at strathnairnmusicinitiative@gmail.com.
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Daviot & Dunlichity Church
As we pass the anniversary of the lockdown, isn’t it great to have some good news to pass on – and
indeed not just one item
of good news but two.
The first is that after
such a long time, Daviot
Church is to be reopened. We will open
on Sunday 9 May. It
will have to be on an
appointment basis,
with a limit on numbers,
but it will be a joy to be
back in church together
again – or at least as
much together as social
distancing will allow!

The second piece of
good news is that we
have appointed a locum.
Rev Mike Lind has been
with us for pulpit supply
often in the past, and
has now agreed to be
our locum. That means
he will preach for us
each Sunday, and be
available for pastoral
care too, albeit in a
limited way. Rev Robert
Brookes remains our
Interim Moderator, and
he will also be available
to help us, and take the
occasional service, swapping with Rev Mike for the day. Rev Mike will start at Daviot Church on 9
May, though he will already have started at Tomatin at Easter. Tomatin holds services in the new hall,
also on an appointment basis. Because of the layout of the hall at Tomatin, they were able to conform
to procedure and comply with regulations where we could not at Daviot, so were able to open before
the latest lockdown. They had already done the necessary work pre-opening the first time, so they
were able to open more easily this time. We have had to start from scratch at Daviot, so it’s taken us
some little time to get ready.
But we will be delighted to be able to open on 9 May. If you would like to be there, and worship
together again, get in touch to book your place!

Rev Robert will be re-opening Cawdor church at Easter, and Croy on 18 April, and like Tomatin and
Daviot, all will on an appointment basis. So to book your place at Daviot, please get in touch with me
on Kathleen.daviotanddunlichity@outlook.com, or 01808 521767,
For Tomatin, contact Vivian Roden on vroden@btinternet.com or 01808 511355.
For Cawdor or Croy, contact Rev Robert on RBrookes@churchofscotland.org.uk or 01667
404686
We look forward eagerly to welcoming Rev Mike Lind as our locum, and we look forward eagerly to
seeing you again at Daviot Church! Let’s welcome spring as eagerly as we welcome you!!
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Farr Primary School and Nursery News
Blue Room (P6-7)
I would love to say a big thank you to all pupils and parents in my class for their continued hard work
and support.

Pupils have been engaged in a variety of literacy, numeracy and health & well-being activities
throughout lockdown and have enjoyed participating in the google meet activities. We were glad to
get back into the classroom in the middle of March and finally begin our topic: Wars of Independence,
Wallace and Bruce. Mrs Fitter
Red Room (P4-5)
We are very proud of how our pupils have coped with home schooling. Here are their thoughts on
what they have achieved:
‘During my online learning I have learned how to shorten my stories. Something I have succeeded in
is getting them done quicker. Something I need to continue to develop is finishing them on time. I feel
proud because I have learned this.’
‘During my online learning I have learned to draw different things, Something I have succeeded in is
taking my time. Something I need to develop is not stressing about making them look good. I feel
happy I learned this.’
‘During my online learning I have learned about different religions. Something I have succeeded in is
writing better stories. Something I need to continue to develop is decimals. I feel happy because I’ve
learned this.’
‘During my online learning I have learnt to code. Something I have succeeded in is learning to read the
question. Something I need to continue to develop is literacy. I feel happy because I’ve learned this.’
‘During my online learning I have learned better computer skills. Something I have succeeded in is
my literacy. Something I need to continue to develop is my creative writing. I feel proud to have learnt
these things.’

Yellow Room (P1-3)
The Yellow Room have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Vikings this term. This is a picture of our
shields that we designed and made, above are our names written in Viking Runes.
We are in charge of the Gardening Club this term and our job is to try and spruce up the playground
garden areas. We wrote letters to different garden centres in Inverness and were very lucky to receive
a £30 donation from B and Q to purchase some items to help us. We have been doing a lot of
weeding recently and look forward to planting some of the new seeds and bulbs we bought.
To go with our garden, we have been so lucky to have some parents build us an AMAZING
personalised mud kitchen and another family have kindly donated one, so we now have 2! We cannot
wait to get messy with our pots and pans and see what creations we can come up with.
14
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Nursery
The Nursery children all came back
to nursery happy and raring to go
after lockdown, there was not a single
tear, they were all happy to leave
their Mums and Dads and come to
join in the fun. They all did so well
and we are very proud of all of them.
We did a survey of what the children
liked about being back at nursery
and nearly everyone said “seeing my
friends again".
It was lovely to see some of the work
and activities that the children were
doing via the Google Classroom,
thank you to all that joined in and
shared photographs etc.
The dinosaur theme that was going on last term seems to have continued this term, so we look
forward to seeing what the children come up with! We had fun on World Book Day, some of us dressed
up, we had an array of costumes from a sheep to princess's a policeman and dinosaurs just to
mention a few. We were provided with an online story by Tamsin Murray called Snug as a Bug.
We have had a great term, with lots of anticipation for the Easter Bunny. We’ll let you know next time if
he made an appearance!
Mrs McInnes
15
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The Neil Mackenzie Trust
As we look forward, hopefully, to a slightly more normal spring and summer The Neil Mackenzie Trust
has been planning some exciting new things!
New Heath and wellbeing award
It is well documented that being outdoors, pushing boundaries and learning new skills are all beneficial
to physical and mental health. As a result of the current coronavirus pandemic we are delighted to
offer a temporary small award to encourage outdoor activities for anyone to take part in, in order to
encourage better health and wellbeing. The award, available to applicants who have experienced
health problems during the pandemic, will allow them to participate in a new outdoor activity. This
may be to join a group, club or organisation, or, depending on the individual circumstances, may be
available for one to one activity or instruction. For more information and an application form go to
www.theneilmackenzietrust.com/
To celebrate the new award, we are holding a “Get Outdoors Day” at Daviot Wood on 22nd May (all
being well). Val Rose has kindly agreed to lead morning and afternoon walks. Places will be limited
and must be booked in advance. More details available nearer the time – look out for posters, and
watch local facebook pages.

Our online shop is now open!
NEW PRODUCTS! - We have pure cotton tea towels,
with designs created for us by local artist, Jessie Adam.

We have two new sets of greetings cards using local and
Highland scenes taken by us. We also have some of our original
greetings cards, as well as some branded polo shirts and thermal
tops and other miscellaneous items.
Visit us at www.theneilmackenzietrust.com/
We are hoping that this year will see many more of our skills
training and expedition grants being able to go ahead – there
are some exciting projects in the pipeline. Remember that
if you, or someone you know has an idea, get in touch and
we will let you know if we think we might be able to help.
theneilmackenzietrust@dr.com
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Alexander Roofing

Roofing & Roofline Solutions

Alexander Roofing

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS & RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN

Slating • Tiling • Pointing Work
New Roofs • Re-Roofing
Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning • De-Mossing
Anti-Moss & Fungal Treatments

Roofing & Roofline Solutions
Protective roof coatings available in various colours

FAS C IA & ROO FL IN E UPGR ADE S

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS
& RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN
Alexander
Roofing
Specialist Fitters of Upvc Fascias • Soffits
Barge Boards • Cladding • Gutterings &
Down Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
All available in various colours and styles

Roofing & Roofline
Solutions
Slating
• Tiling • Pointing Work

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS & RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN

GE N ERA L B UI LDI NG &
New Roofs • Re-Roofing
P ROPE RT Y MA INT E N AN CE
& Harling
Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning •Roughcasting
De-Mossing
Sandstone Restoration & Re-Facing
Protective roof coatings available in various colours
exterior House Painting undertaken
Anti-Moss & FungalAllTreatments
Slating • Tiling • Pointing Work
New Roofs • Re-Roofing
Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning • De-Mossing
Anti-Moss & Fungal Treatments

FAS C IA & ROO FL IN E UPGR ADE S

Call for FREE estimates and advice

Specialist Fitters of Upvc Fascias • Soffits
Barge Boards • Cladding • Gutterings &
Down Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
All available in various colours and styles

Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

Protective roof coatings available
in various colours
Tel: 01463 896 848 • Mobile: 07926 223 577
Working throughout the Highlands

FAS C IA & RO OFL IN E UPGR ADE S

GE N ERA L B UI LDI NG &
Specialist
Fitters
P ROPE RT Y MA INT
E N AN CE of Upvc Fascias • Soffits
Roughcasting & Harling
Barge
Boards
• Cladding • Gutterings &
Sandstone
Restoration
& Re-Facing
All exterior House Painting undertaken
Down Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
Call for FREE estimates and advice
Tel: 01463
848 • Mobile: 07926
577
All 896
available
in 223
various
colours and styles
Working throughout the Highlands

GE N ERA L B UI LDI NG &
P RO PE RT Y MA INT E N AN CE

Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

Roughcasting & Harling

SCBF Community
Consultation
event
Sandstone Restoration
& Re-Facing
Help us shape the future of SCBF!

All exterior House Painting undertaken

At our AGM in December 2020, we were told by members that they wanted more opportunities to
make their voices heard.

Call for FREE estimates and advice

We will be holding an open consultation meeting:
7pm to 9pm, 13th May 2021, via Zoom

Tel: 01463 896 848 • Mobile: 07926 223 577

We would appreciate topics you would like to discuss, your ideas and suggestions in advance. This
will help us make best use of the time. We can’t guarantee we will be able to cover everything, but will
try our best. The deadline for submissions is 26th April.

Working throughout the Highlands

If you would like to attend, or have items you would like to propose for the agenda, please email
cosec@strathnarincbf.com.

Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

The meeting is open to non-members. However, we would encourage you to become a member.
Membership forms are on the website www.strathnairncbf.com
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Gratitude: from mindfulness to positivity
Every time I have a conversation at the moment, the words ‘fed up’ are inevitably used. And that
is fair enough. But right now there is something we can do to avoid feeling like it’s just a waiting
game; we can take the time to be deliberately grateful for all the good stuff. My understanding of
gratitude is drawn from mindfulness, which doesn’t have to be the case. Of course, we all have some
understanding of what ‘gratitude’ means; but recently the challenge of a daily practice of gratitude has
hit the media as something pretty amazing. And I completely agree. It’s also very simple: everyday, we
look for something to be thankful for. Some people keep a diary for a whole year, take photos of their
gratitude, or share them at the dinner table. The point is that we start to notice minor details in our
lives that are really great. Over time, people often find their outlook changes for the better; in fact, they
literally see things in a more positive light.
Unsurprisingly gratitude is a fantastic example of the three pillars of mindfulness I talked about in
the last issue. We not only notice the world around us more, as it is moment to moment, but we also
start to focus on the good (an intention, I’m sure, we could all do with more of right now). And then,
in the longer-term, gratitude shapes our perspective so that we can accept the not-so-good, or even
outright ugly bits of life, and move on anyway to find little bits of joy wherever and whenever we can. I
could suggest numerous Ted talks about gratitude (I’m a big fan of Ted talks), but I highly recommend
the short but brilliant talk by Selma Baraz called ‘How my son ruined my life’, which is funnier than it
sounds.
Gratitude has been a massive challenge for me to maintain through this pandemic, because it does
contradict the general atmosphere, with which of course, I naturally empathise. So, I’m not at all
implying it will be easy, but as days lengthen and the flowers start to grow, I think we must look to
the joyous aspects of our daily experience – that first sip of tea in the morning, the glow of that one
glimpse of sunshine, that big warm jumper, and last scraping of the dinner plate.

Let me ask you simply then (and I encourage everyone to get involved), what are you
grateful for today?

LIMERICK
Sent in by a Strathnairn resident
with fond memories of the Grouse
& Trout in days gone by!
There was a wee wifie from Farr,

Who drank at the Grouse and Trout Bar,
She knew how to sing,
and how to swing,

And now she’s a Rock ‘n’ Roll star!
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Know the Code before you go!
With restrictions being eased and more people wanting to enjoy
our beautiful area, it is important that we remember to respect local
landowners, farmers and other land users by following the Outdoor Access Code.
The three key principles of the Scottish Outdoor Access Code are:
•

Respect the interests of other people

•

Take responsibility for your own actions

•

Care for the environment

Strathnairn is a farming community and, particularly at this time of year with lambing and calving, it is
important to consider the welfare of farm animals when out and about in the countryside. Whether
walking, cycling, horseriding, camping, or simply out for a picnic, please remember the following:
•
Take ALL of your litter home
•
If you need to go through a closed gate, close it behind you
•
Where possible, avoid going into fields with livestock
•	Keep your dog(s) under control around other people, livestock and wildlife breeding areas and
clear up any dog waste
•	When parking your car, use a designated parking area where possible. If this is not possible,
take care not to block entrances to fields, access routes or paths/ tracks, and do not damage
verges.
•
Show respect for other land users.

For further information, please visit www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/practical-guide-all
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April’s
Featured Walk
Most of our featured walks are
within a reasonable distance
from, or within, the Strathnairn
area, and we hope you agree
that being able to go out for
a walk is important for us all.
Please ensure you keep a safe
distance from other walkers
and only meet up with one
other adult, as per Scottish
Government guidelines.

Wade Road - Revisited
Start location: Milton of Leys (NH 693 417)
End location: Moy (NH 769 341)
Distance: 13.7km
OS Landranger 26 (Inverness & Strathglass) and 27 (Nairn & Forres)
This route forms a section of the military road from Dunkeld to Inverness. Built between 1728 and 1730
under the orders of General Wade, it was 102 miles long. It cuts through Strathnairn between Daviot in
the North and Achbain to the South.
Near NH729349 lies a cairn commemorating the "Rout of Moy". On 16/17th February 1746, a handful
of Jacobites routed a small army of Hanoverians at night, seemingly by pretending that peat stacks
were large groups of clansmen. The skirmish resulted in only one fatality - the piper, Donald Ban
MacCrimmon. The information board at the site relates that his death had been foretold.
In the 1930s this route was a motor-road, so it has hard bottoming in places. It is also known as the
Old Edinburgh Road. Perhaps it is a tribute to the military roadbuilders that when the A9 north-west of
Moy was realigned in the 1970s, its line reverted to one similar to Wade's original alignment.
Starting at the Wade’s roundabout in Inverness, take Stevenson Road west and then head south
along Old Edinburgh Road South, which will take you to Druid Temple Farm, where the road becomes
narrower and becomes more of a path. The route remains obvious at all times, although in places
becomes more overgrown and wet under foot. You will pass through Milton of Leys and Castleton
before entering farmland and then forestry before reaching Daviot. (Please note that if you are joining
the route at Daviot and heading North to Inverness, you will start at the entrance to Inverernie Woods.
The Wade Road is to the right of the forestry track and more of a grassy path at this point.)
As you exit Inverernie Woods, you will see the green right of way sign on the other side of the road.
This part of the route takes you down to the Bridge of Faillie. The path itself is no longer visible, but the
way is still apparent through the grass. At the bottom of the hill, you join a vehicle track and then cross
the B851, where the route heads towards the quarry. The route becomes a track here, and passes
Achbain before entering woodland again. Approx. 1 km on from entering the woods, there is a sign to
‘Wade’s Bridge’ to the left. This takes off the existing track and onto the original Wade’s road, where
the route has been diverted due to the quarry.
Continuing along the main route, it continues along forestry tracks along the side of the A9, as the
original Wade Road has been overlaid by the A9.
In order to reach the official end of the route it is necessary to cross the A9 to reach the railway bridge
at Moy.
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strathnairn news • issue 104

DEC ‘19
–
9
1
‘
V
O
N
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

COMMUNITY
THANK YOU DAY

SUNDAY 24TH
NOVEMBER
Culloden Battlefield
Visitor Centre

The annual joint service with Daviot
Church and St Paul’s, Croachy, will be held
at 10.15am at Daviot War Memorial
for an Act of Remembrance followed by a
service at Daviot Church at approximately
10.45am, Sunday 10th November.

CAROLS IN THE CABIN
SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER
TIME TBC

Please join the Strath Singers for some
festive fun in the School Woods. Mulled
Each walk we feature is suitable for all abilities and can
be used
for cycling,
running
and
horseriding as
wine
and seasonal
baking
will be
available!

CHRISTMAS MARKET
wellCOMMUNITY
as walking.

If you
have a particular
favourite
route that you
like to see included
contact
The Editor.
SATURDAY
23RD
NOVEMBER
ATwouldBONFIRE
PARTYplease
AT FARR
HOUSE

FARR
HALL
• 2 - 4PM
Much
of the
information
on this walk was sourced
from Heritage Paths
Scotland. For
5TH NOVEMBER,
5.30PM
Hosted
by St Paul’s on
Church
further
information
this route and images,Come
please
andvisit
join www.heritagepaths.co.uk.
us for a big bonfire, some
fireworks and a hot drink! All welcome, wear
wellies and bring a torch!

INVERARNIE STORES
CONVENIENCE STORE
GROCERIES AND FROZEN FOODS,
HARRY GOW BAKERY, DUNCAN FRASER BUTCHERS, ICE CREAM
NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, SECOND HAND BOOKS, CIGARETTES, TOBACCO
CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS, WRAPPING PAPER, GIFT BAGS
FLO GAS, SMALL BAGS OF COAL, KINDLERS
REPEAT PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION POINT
RECYCLING, PUBLIC NOTICEBOARD, COLLECTION POINT FOR FARR HALL KEY

OPEN LOCAL HOLIDAYS
CLOSE TO FARR & DAVIOT SCHOOLS

LOCKDOWN
OPENING
HOURS
OPENING
HOURS
8am
–
12
noon,
Mon-Sat,
9am
–
12
Sunday
Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm • Saturday 8am - 5pm •noon,
Sunday
9am - 2pm

Inverness IV2 6XA

Pop along and say hello!
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April’s Featured Recipe
sent in by Strathnairn’s Anonymous Cocktail Shaker
As lockdown restrictions seem to be easing, here
are a couple of cocktails to enjoy with others once
again. For those who enjoy foraging, you will need
to wait but elderflowers (for making cordial) and
redcurrants (gin) are both found in the Strath.
Unpresidento
Serves: 1 - Champagne flute(s)
•
•
•
•

25ml Dry Gin
25ml Elderflower Cordial
50 ml Love Tonic (or your preference)
10 ml Grenadine

Mix the first three ingredients before adding
grenadine; it sinks to the bottom initially but will soon infuse when you take your first sip.
Lockdown Uplift
Serves: 6 to 8 - A large jug and ice.
•
•
•
•
•

350ml Vodka
75ml White Rum
75ml Cointreau
1 litre Orange juice
1-2 lemons, freshly squeezed

If possible, chill the jug in the fridge before making the cocktail. Add plenty of ice before adding all the
ingredients. Garnish with lemon slices.
Red Currant Gin
•
•
•
•

300g Redcurrants
75cl bottle Gin (or Vodka if you prefer a more neutral base)
150g Caster Sugar
Sealed jar/bottle

Place the redcurrants and sugar into a jar before adding the gin. Tip the jar every so often (some say
everyday). Place in a cool, dark area for about 3 weeks (but preferably 2-3 months). Pour the liquid
through a fine mesh strainer.
Can be served neat as an aperitif but also served with tonic or added to other cocktail recipes.
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‘Highland Country Diaries’
by Ray Collier
Our Editor has recently come into possession of a copy of Ray’s book ‘Highland Country Diaries’, and
we are pleased to have received permission to serialise it in the newsletter.
This excerpt is reproduced with kind permission of the publishers, Colin Baxter Photography, and Ray
Collier’s family.
Loch Ruthven – 1st May 1991
The fishing boats in their bright colours of blue, green, brown and grey lay partly on their sides as they
had been dragged up the narrow strip of yellow sand at the end of the loch. We walked along the
path under the birch trees which were showing spring green leaves and at least two willow warblers
were singing. With such a strong wind it felt much better as we went quietly into the hide and there
was some satisfaction as we found we had the place to ourselves. A quick glance through binoculars
revealed a single drake mallard upending in a gap in the sedge bed and I was about to comment on
the lack of birds when as if by a signal round a corner swam a pair of Slavonian Grebes. Within ten
minutes they were feeding directly in front of the hide and we could see every detail of their attractive
plumage – even the red eyes. Another pair appeared from the same direction as the first and then the
telescope picked up another pair on the far bank and yet another pair to our right. There was virtually
no display from any of the pairs and this may well have been because of the conditions as the wind
seemed to swirl in every direction over the loch and the long golden ‘horn’ feathers were being flapped
around.

Other birds included a male reed bunting that was feeding in the sedge bed; a single grey wagtail flew
past and there were chaffinches everywhere in the birch trees. We were intrigued at the open-fronted
nest box near the hide as it had a very narrow slit as an entrance; further off we could see a nest box
designed for goldeneye ducks. In this particular area these boxes were often colonised by tawny owls,
which reminded me that I was sent an interesting record last week of such a box near Fort William that
has been taken over by a barn owl which is a rare species in the Highlands. The highlight of our visit
was meeting the RSPB summer warden who was very helpful and informative and we wished her luck.
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Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund
December 2020, January 2021, February 2021
The December, January and February meetings were held by video conference, due to the ongoing
Coronavirus (Covid – 19) restrictions.
December 2020
Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read - Vice Chair; Michael Read; Nick Boyle; Ewen Hardie; Paul
MacBeth; Alannah Haldane; Mark Bessell; Jayne Brinkworth.
Unable to attend: Roy McLennan.
January 2021
Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read - Vice Chair; Michael Read; Ewen Hardie; Alannah Haldane;
Mark Bessell; Jayne Brinkworth.
Unable to attend: Roy McLennan; Paul MacBeth.
February 2021
Present: Ian Hunt - Chair; Darren Read - Vice Chair; Ewen Hardie; Alannah Haldane; Mark Bessell;
Jayne Brinkworth; Roy McLennan; Paul MacBeth.
Unable to attend: Michael Read.
An additional extraordinary meeting was held on 4th March 2021 to consider a late grant application
deferred from February’s meeting. All Board members were present.
GRANT ACTIVITY
The table below shows the grants that were approved at the Board meetings.
December 2020
Applicant 		

Award		

Type of Grant

Strathnairn.org.uk		

£29		

General Grant – Security Certificate

One award		

£500		

Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant

One award		

£500		

Supplementary Home Heating Grant

One award was deferred, awaiting further information.
January 2021
Applicant 		

Award		

Type of Grant

Farr Junior Football 				
and Athletics		
£2,378		

General Grant – Equipment and clothing
for the football and athletics club

One award		

£500		

Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant

One award		

£500		

Supplementary Home Heating Grant

One Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant application was deferred. One Energy Efficiency
Improvement Grant and one Respite or Hardship Grant were rejected.
February 2021
Applicant 		

Award		

Type of Grant

Farr Community Hall		

£5,500		

General Grant – Grass Cutting

Two awards		

£800		

Supplementary Home Heating Grant

One General Grant, one Energy Efficiency Improvement Grant and one Respite or Hardship Grant were
rejected. One Supplementary Home Heating Grant was deferred awaiting further information.
127 Energy Grants for 2021 have been paid to date. 48 Education Grants have been paid to date for
the 2020/21 academic year.
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Other Business
December 2020
•
•

Ian Hunt was elected as Chair, with Darren Read as Vice Chair.

Two new directors, Mark Bessell and Jayne Brinkworth, were welcomed to the board.

•	It was agreed that appropriate safety certification should be submitted by applicants of grants for
heating systems or other potentially hazardous works.
•	Feedback from members given at the AGM was discussed. This is to be considered more fully at
the January 2021 meeting.
January 2021
•	A representative from Brewin Dolphin attended to discuss SCBF’s investments and options for
the future.
•	In response to feedback at the AGM, a consultation event for members was planned in the
spring.
•	A safeguarding policy was adopted. This will require applicants who work with children or
vulnerable adults to provide their safeguarding policy when applying for a grant.

•	Concern was expressed over progress being made by the Strathnairn Development Company.
February 2021
•
•

SCBF membership stands at 129.

Roy McLennan stepped down from the Board.

•	The approach to negotiations between the developers of Glen Kyllachy Windfarm and
Strathnairn Community Council was considered.
•

A consultation event will be held on 13 May 2021, open to members and non members.

•	Actions were agreed to make people receiving grants more aware of the option of becoming an
SCBF member.
•	It was agreed that a review would take place of all current grant programmes in the autumn of
2021.

2021 grant application deadlines: 14 April; 12 May; 19 June; 14 July; 11 August; 15 September;
13 October; 10 November; 24 November.
Contact:
Website: www.strathnairncbf.com; Facebook:www.facebook.com/strathnairncbf;
E-mail address: cosec@strathnairncbf.com; Tel: 07858 688355;

Freepost address: RTTJ-HBSK-RRUU, SCBF, PO Box 5783, Inverness, IV1 9EW.
Contacting us via the website or e-mail will help us to respond more quickly.
Remember: Please use SCBF's Freepost address and not Farr Hall for all correspondence, saving
you postage and ensuring a faster response.
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Emily Evans
Mobile Hairstylist
Providing a wide variety of
services
Competitive rates
Based in Strathnairn
Mob: 07841 030477

Auchnahillin

HERBAL MEDICINE

Holiday Park

Daviot East, Inverness IV2 5XQ

Static Caravans
available for hire weekly/nightly

Herbal Medicine is a natural and gentle approach
to health and wellbeing. It can support a wide
variety of health issues:

Touring Caravans, Motorhomes
& Tents welcome

• Hormonal issues
• Anxiety/low mood/depression
• Immune support
• Arthritis and joint pain
• Digestive complaints
and many more

Pitches available for Privately-Owned
Static Caravan Holiday Homes

Stockists of

Please call Fiona McIntyre to arrange a consultation
Available for talks to interested groups
Herb foraging walks
Call: 07747 010620

Please contact us with your requirements
01463 772286 /07974 008567
info@auchnahillin.co.uk

Hazel House, Daviot. IV2 5XQ.
www.fionamcintyremedicalherbalist.com
fnmcntyr@gmail.com
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Professional CV Writing Service
Would you like help to write or revamp your CV?
Struggling to know what to write on job
application forms?
We offer an in-depth service which will provide you
with a CV perfectly tailored to your needs.
Contact us for more information:
Tel 01808 521464/ 07971 689833
enquiries@albacvs.co.uk
www.albacvs.co.uk
Find us on Facebook and Twitter

George Borthwick
JCB Hire
Site clearance
Foundations
Drains
Septic tanks
Any job considered
Achbain, Daviot, Inverness
georgebph@btinternet.com
Tel: 01463 771350/ 07733 445868
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Myles Evans
Window & Gutter
Cleaning
Gutter fitting and repairs

Quality, reliable work at
competitive rates.
Strathnairn based since 2000.
07749 720386
42myles@gmail.com

11 Mansfield Park, Inverness. IV5 7ND
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Working with our
remote and wild places
to protect their future

Our Core Services
• Upland & Lowland Footpath Construction
• Estate Hill Roads, Tracks and Maintenance
• Bridges & Boardwalks
• Stonework
• Access Surveying & Consultancy
Website - actheritageltd.co.uk
01463 771336

07887 915380

andy@actheritageltd.co.uk
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