
STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING NO. 199

FARR COMMUNITY HALL
MONDAY 28 MAY 2012

7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

SNCC Members Present
James MacPherson, Jennifer Stewart, David Rennie, Ewen Hardie, William MacQueen, John Murray,
Frances Matheson

Highland Council Members Present
Charles Stephen, Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Carolyn Caddick, Cllr Thomas Prag, Cllr Ken Gowans

Apologies
Sally Moore, Paul Davies

1. Approval of minutes of 30 April 2012
Proposed: John Murray
Seconded: Jennifer Stewart

2. Matters arising from minutes
 Amendment to the minutes of 26 March 2012 SNCC meeting: 

o Point 9 - Dalvourn wind turbine has not been withdrawn from planning.
o Point 10g, Retention of trees at Inverarnie – It should read: 

Discussions took place as to whether the CC would support a tree preservation order
no.115, Inverarnie, Strathnairn.  After discussion it was agreed that the SNCC would
support the TPO in its entirety.  Reasons for this being, to protect the area of woodland
as  an  important  amenity  feature  within  Inverarnie  as  it  contributes  strongly  to  the
character and setting of the settlement.  The SNCC also agrees with the HC that the
adopted  Inverness  Local  Plan  2006  recognises  the  value  of  the  woodland  cover  in
relation to existing residential properties and the requirement that the trees be retained
as part of any development of identified housing allocation.
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3. Financial Report
From Jennifer Stewart (JS)

JS wrote  a  letter  of  complaint  to  the bank and within  a  week they replied and the  Community
Council’s (CC) bank mandate form has now been processed and as a result the CC now has signatory
access to the account.  The bank have offered as a goodwill gesture to give the CC £500 for the
inconvenience that this may have caused.

The accounts are currently with the auditors.  Balance is £1961.51 and we have cheques outstanding
of £1055.00.  JS informed the CC that following the AGM the CC will receive an annual grant from
the HC.

4. Community Policing Report
No Community Police representative present at the meeting.  No Police update received.

5. Planning update

Weekly  planning  documents  reviewed  (w/e  11  May,  w/e  17  May,  w/e  25  May  2012).   Frances
Matheson  declared  an  interest  in  planning  application  12/01908/AGR.   All  relevant  planning
applications were discussed and no comments were made.  The Highland Council members present
did not take part in any planning discussions.

6. Notice board 
Norbord have informed the CC that they no longer have resources to make notice boards on site and
therefore purchase them externally.  Norbord have kindly offered however to donate one notice board
to the Strathnairn Community Council.
James MacPherson mentioned that he now has the aforementioned notice board and discussions took
place on the most suitable location for the new board.  It was agreed that the new notice board would
be erected at Croachy and John Murray offered for the board to be put up on his land.
Action: James MacPherson and John Murray to action.

7. Newsletter 
Discussions took place on who would take the work of the newsletter forward.  Eilidh and Geoff
Lucas have kindly offered to work with the CC on the designing and formatting of the newsletter and
it was agreed that the CC would take them up on this kind offer.  After discussions Jennifer Stewart
offered to be the lead from the CC on the newsletter for gathering in the community news articles and
working with Eilidh, Geoff and Speedprint on the design and printing.  It was agreed that the next
newsletter would aim to be produced for August.

Discussions also took place on aiming to reduce the cost of posting the newsletter and Community
Councillors and members of the community present have offered to help hand deliver the newsletter.

8. David & Paddy Henderson 
James MacPherson (JMP) mentioned that he spoke with residents in the community and agreement
was had that a small group of people in the community would work on this and come back to the CC
with ideas.
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Action: JMP to lead on this and he mentioned that if anyone wants to get involved then let Jimmy
know.

9. Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan (IMFLDP)

a. Questionnaire.  Extension for the CC and indeed anyone in the community to complete the
comments form is 5pm Friday 6 th July 2012.   The comments form is available on the web at
the following path: 
 http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/planning/developmentplans/localplans/imfldp.
htm 

b. Auchnahillin Travellers Camp.  After discussions it was agreed that a letter be sent to Tim
Stott asking the HC to remove the proposed site from the IMFLDP.  It was noted that we must
be clear on why we are saying no and why it is in the wrong place; our points must be well
argued.  
Action: Frances Matheson (FM) to write a letter to Tim Stott asap.
It was also agreed amongst the CC that a petition to object to the proposed site for travellers
would be started if the HC did not remove the site from the plan as discussed above.
Action: FM to draft a template and work with the community on this.

10. AOCB
a. Dumnaglass wind farm – A question was asked from a member of the community if the CC

had any updates on when the road works are to start on the B851.  It was noted that the CC
have not received official notification on this matter.  Action: FM to write to RES to clarify
this.  Also FM to clarify with RES when the public meetings are likely to take place and bring
potential dates along to the next meeting.

b. Daviot Wind Farm – Cllrs present informed the CC that the planning application will be
discussed at the South Planning Application Committee (PAC) meeting on the 26 th and 27th

June.  
c. Moy wind farm – it was agreed that the CC would clarify timings for any proposed dates for

starting work on the wind farm at Moy.  Action: FM to liaise with Carbon Free to seek
clarification.

d. Mhairi Spence – it was agreed that the CC would write to local resident Mhairi Spence to
wish her every success at the London 2012 Olympic Games.  Action: FM to write to Mhairi.

e. Community  Planning  group  –  members  from  the  group  consulted  with  the  CC  to  seek
approval from the CC to apply for a further £500 from the SCBF to potentially fund the work
of the Community Planning group for the proposed public seminars.  This increase of funding
request now to £1500 was agreed by all present.

f. Speeding Logging Lorries – After liaising with the Stratherrick and Foyers CC it was agreed
that the CC write a letter to the head quarters road traffic policing unit to inform them of the
speeding lorries.  It was discussed and noted that there is a significant risk to walkers on the
B851, and in particular children crossing the road at Farr Primary School going to the park.  
Action: FM to write a letter to the Roads Traffic Policing Unit 
In addition it was discussed that the gate opposite Farr Primary School is still closed which
would allow a safer access route to the park.  
Action: Charles Stephen to follow up with Stewart Eason, Access Planning Officer on the
status of the gate being closed at the school. 
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g. Poster on notice board – The Chair brought to the attention of those present that a poster was
written and displayed on the community notice board at Inverarnie regarding a member of
our community.  The Chair mentioned that this was disgraceful and stated that a letter of
apology should be sent to the person named and that others were themselves not blameless.
During this period there was considerable condemnation expressed from the public audience
at the Chairs  remarks.    The meeting then adjourned to  discuss other business  and then
reconvened.  At which point it was requested by a member of the public that the Chair’s
comments and the public’s responses be minuted, as people were disgraced at the implication
that they were in any way to blame for the present situation.  The Chair then duly apologised
to the public for upsetting anyone, as this was not what he had been trying to imply nor was
this his intention.

h. Private Matter (Investigation) – a discussion was held in private about the suggested outcome
of the investigation into a complaint about one of our CCllrs.  After discussions it was agreed
that  the  outcome  would  be  a  letter  detailing  the  findings  of  the  report  be  sent  to  the
complainant stating that the CC have looked into the complaint and have concluded that no
further discussions need to take place on the matter as no conflict of interest applies and that
the SNCC did not need to act on any breach and abuse of the code of conduct as no breach
took place.

11. Questions from Members of the public
 A question was raised as to if the CC have meetings every 2-months and planning decisions

have to be made within 21-days how will that work.  The CC were informed by Cllrs present
that if we review the weekly planning reports that come in and if something contentious
comes up in the report then the CC can request for an extension be granted for the planning
application.

 Community website  –  It  was discussed that the old domain name (Strathnairn.org.uk)  to
replace the temporary one (spanglefish.com/Strathnairn) is going to cost £15.00 one off, and
the website itself costs £24.00 per year.  The CC approved these costs.

12. Date of the next meeting – AGM, Monday 25 June 2012, 7.30pm, Farr Community hall.
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