
STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING NO. 203

FARR COMMUNITY HALL
MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2012

7.30 p.m. 

MINUTES

SNCC Members Present
Jennifer Stewart, James MacPherson, William MacQueen, Ewen Hardie, John Murray, Frances Matheson

Highland Council Members Present
Cllr Carolyn Caddick, Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Ken Gowans, Cllr Margaret Davidson, Cllr Hamish Wood.

Other Attendees Present
PC Alison MacLennan, 

Apologies
Sally Moore, Paul Davies, Cllr Helen Carmichael, Cllr Thomas Prag, Cllr Drew Hendry

Meeting
Prior to starting the SCC meeting, Jennifer Stewart (JS) read a letter to all present from David Rennie (DR).  In his letter
DR informed the SCC of his decision to resign from his role as a Community Councillor.  It was agreed that a letter
should be sent to DR to thank him for his contribution to the Community Council.  Action: JS to send. 

1. Approval of minutes of 13 August 2012
Proposed: Ewen Hardie
Seconded: Jenny Stewart

2. Matters arising from minutes
a. Amendments to the minutes of the 13 August 2012:

i. Item 7.  Add to the minutes - tailback of traffic also on the B9154 exiting onto the A9 when vehicles
were leaving Moy Game Fair. 

ii. Item 11. a. Kyllachy - in a letter received from Charles Stephen (CS) he highlighted that: 

“I note from the Minute of the Strathnairn Community Council (SCC) meeting on Monday 13
August at Item 11.a that Darren Read has been co-opted as a Member.  Please be advised that this
is  unconstitutional  because  Members  can  only  be  co-opted  when  a  vacancy  arises  and
Community  Councils  shall  not  have  more  Members  than  permitted  by  the  Scheme  of  the
establishment  of  Community  Councils.”   CS thus  recommends  that  the  SCC regularises  this
situation and arrange to record this in the Minutes of your next meeting.  
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It  was agreed that  at  the SCC meeting on 13 August 2012 Darren Read was accepted as an
Associate Member to the SCC for a specific role; to support the Kyllachy Wind Farm project.
Action: Frances Matheson (FM) to amend the minutes.

iii. Item 12 i. b. Newsletter, Editor - Ms Rachel Hutcheson offered to take on the role as editor for the
newsletter and agreed she would apply in writing for the role.

b. Comments from the public

i. Item 10, Forest Management Strategy – a member of the Highland Red Squirrel Group volunteered to
survey the sites proposed for tree felling.  It was noted that Tilhill Forestry did acknowledge where
the squirrels  were in  the forestry’s.   Nevertheless,  it  was  agreed that  it  would be useful  for  the
member of the Red Squirrel Group to make contact with the Forestry Commission.  

c . Correspondence Received

i. Investigation – Since receiving the results of previous investigations, the complaint has written to the
Highland Council  (HC) and asked that the matter be investigated by the HC under its compliant
procedure.

ii. Treasurer – in a letter received from CS he informed the SCC to regularise the position of Treasurer.
It was proposed by Frances Matheson (FM) and seconded by William MacQueen (WMQ) for James
MacPherson (JMP) to take on the role of Treasurer.  JMP accepted the role.  Action: FM to inform
CS.

d. Others matters arising

i. It was agreed that the SCC would purchase a community notice board with dimensions of 1016mm x
762mm, which would cost approx. £147.00 plus VAT, plus the cost of the wood frame and concrete
required to erect the board.  Action: FM to order and then JMP to erect the board at the Keppoch.

3. Other Correspondence Received
a. Anonymous letter - a letter was received from a member of the community regarding the disposal of the

stones that made up the old Dalroy Bridge.  It was agreed that as the letter was anonymous the SCC would not
be able to take the matter forward. 

b. Road  Surface  at  Daviot  Rock  Quarry  –  A letter  was  received  from J.  Taylor  for  the  Area  Roads  and
Community Works Manager.  In the letter Mr Taylor informed the SCC that whilst the road near the quarry is
suffering a degree of distress, the deterioration is not sufficient to warrant resurfacing at the present time.  Mr
Taylor went on to mention that consideration will be given to potential inclusion in future programmes and
that emergency patching had recently been carried out to the worst potholes in the area and that the HC would
arrange  to  have  larger  areas  of  deterioration  treated  with  a  velocity  patching  machine.   Mr  Taylor  as
mentioned  in  his  letter  that  the  HC previously  notified  Scottish  Water  regarding  the  issue  of  the  water
bubbling through the road surface and he understands that Scottish Water have since taken some action on this
and that the HC will continue to monitor the area.
After discussion, SCC members were still concerned by the road surface in this area.  Cllr Crawford agreed
that he would take the matter forward.  Action: Cllr Crawford.

c. Stagecoach – a letter was received from Steve Walker at Stagecoach wondering if the SCC would still like to
be involved in a scheme where a representative from Stagecoach keeps the SCC informed of any changes in
the bus service in our area.  It was agreed that the SCC would like to remain in the scheme and the point of
contact from the SCC on this will be John Murray (JM).  Action: FM to inform Stagecoach.

4. Financial Report (JS)
Balance as at 24 September 2012 = £3608.82, which includes £1500 to the Community Plan and the Joan Myall
bequest.

5. Declaration of Interest
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None declared

6. RWE npower renewables, Kyllachy Wind Farm
Present: Liz Fraser (Community Liaison Officer), Keris Macleod (Renewables Developer)

Ms Fraser informed the SCC that at this point RWE npower renewables (RWE) are starting their consultation with the
Strathnairn Community regarding the proposed wind farm at Kyllachy.  Ms Fraser informed all present that RWE are
holding public exhibitions on Friday 28 September (2pm to 8pm) in Strathdearn Hall and Saturday 29 September
(10am to 4pm) in Farr Community Hall.  Ms Fraser went on to mention that although Kyllachy is a new wind farm
there is already existing infrastructure in place, therefore RWE do not expect any massive disruption to the local
community.  Ms Fraser went on to inform the SCC that the estimated date for submitting the planning application for
this wind farm is end of 2012.

Ewen Hardie (EH) highlighted to both representatives from RWE that it would be interesting to get their opinion on
what  RWE  could  bring  to  the  Highlands  to  help  create  jobs  for  local  people  in  the  project,  both  in  terms  of
constructing the potential wind farm and working at the wind farm once operational.  EH also mentioned that as so
many  young  people  are  unemployed  in  the  Highlands  it  would  be  interesting  to  see  if  RWE  would  offer
apprenticeships for young people if the wind farm was approved.

7. Community Policing Report
Update from PC MacLennan. 

There have been reports of people poaching on the river Nairn.  Members of the community are advised to report any
information they may have in this regard to PC xx.  Tel: 01463 

PC MacLennan informed the SCC that Strathnairn remains one of the safest areas to live in the Highlands.

Questions:
a . JMP queried if  coaches should be using the B851 from the A9 to Culloden as the sign at  the road end

indicates that the road is not to be used by vehicles in excess of 17.5 tonnes, expect for access.  Action: FM to
write to TEC department to clarify.

b. A member of the public wished to seek clarity on what timescale the Northern Constabulary had planned to
come back to the SCC with information from the speed indicators in place at Farr.  Action: FM to write to
Sergeant Pride.

8. Planning update
a. It was noted that as DR was the SCC planning lead, the SCC would need to assign a new lead for planning.  It

was agreed that the SCC would make this decision once DR’s position was filled with an Associate Member.
It was agreed that the position of Associate Member should be advertised on the local noticeboards: Action:
Jennifer Stewart (JS). 

b. Weekly planning documents reviewed: 24 August 2012; 31 August 2012; 07 September 2012; 14 September
2012; 21 Sept 2012; 

i. All relevant planning applications were discussed and no comments were made.

ii. The Highland Council members present did not take part in any planning discussions.

9. Roads update
The replacement of the water main in Stratherrick between Loch Duntelchaig and Errogie are causing disruption for
residents. However a compromise has been reached with Scottish Water over two stretches of road. The section of
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road currently being worked on is  from Duntelchaig to Calanour junction. It  is  closed between 9 am and 5 pm
Monday to Friday, with access allowed out with these hours. The section of road from Calanour to Errogie will not be
under construction until after the winter.  More details to follow. 

In Strathnairn, road works are about to start. Funding has been made available by forestry enterprises, Dunmaglass
windfarm and Highland  Council  to  improve  the  B851 between the  A9 and Fort  Augustus.  The  first  work  will
commence shortly on a replacement bridge at Littlemill which will not disrupt traffic until the new section of road is
ready to be joined to the existing road. Croachy residents have received a notice of a 40 mph limit through the village.
Further work, not yet finalised, will include the widening of the bridge at the Inverarnie bends, and widening of
sections of the road to twin track. The SCC will keep residents informed of details as they become available.

Action: Cllr Davidson to send details of the road closures to JS.

EH informed the SCC that he spoke with the Head Teacher at Farr Primary School regarding the restricted view when
entering and exiting the School Wood Car Park.  The Head Teacher confirmed that the school would welcome any
improvements that could be made to this junction.

10. Wind Farm Updates

a. Dunmaglass (RES) – A letter dated 07 September 2012 was received from RES informing the SCC that
following discussions with the HC, RES has decided to proceed with the Head of Terms Agreement for
Dunmaglass Wind Farm with Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund (SCBF).  This decision does not alter the
level of community benefit and does not prevent Strathnairn Community Council from applying to the fund
for specific projects once it is set up, if appropriate.
Discussions took place and questions were raised as to why the HC were holding private discussions with
RES on this matter and not involving the SCC, and as far as the members of the SCC were aware also not
involving members of the SCBF in these discussions.  With this in mind a letter was sent to CS to seek clarity
on this.  No members present had any further detail on this. 
Since the last meeting RES have set up a Community Liaison Group (CLG), which JMP has agreed to chair
the meetings.  The next meeting for the Dunmaglass CLG is 01 October.  

b. Daviot (WCE) – WCE have formally appealed to the Scottish Government the decision by the Highland
Council to reject the wind farm at Daviot.  It was noted that the HC robustly defend its decision, and that
there  is  no opportunity  for  the  HC to  appeal  to  the  Scottish  Government  for  Daviot  wind farm if  it  is
approved.  Questions were raised as to if a reported would be assigned to the case and if there would likely be
a public local inquiry.  Action: Cllr Davidson to clarify.  It was agreed that if a Public Local Inquiry does take
place then Mr Tony Kell will  take part in this.   It  was agreed that the SCC would write to the Scottish
Government with its objections for Daviot wind farm. 

c . Highland Council, Wind Energy Consultations – Information has been received from the HC informing the
SCC that the HC has prepared draft Supplementary Guidance for Small-Scale Wind Turbine Proposals and is
now inviting the submissions of views on it from the public.  Comments need to be received by 5pm on 4th

October 2012.  It was agreed that the SCC would comment on the proposals focusing on: scale and size;
density consideration; health & safety aspects; cumulative impact on our community.  Action: EH to write
letter on behalf of the SCC.
Action: Cllr  Davidson to clarify when some secondary schools in the Highland region are likely to start
reusing installed wind turbines.  It was noted that the turbines were stopped from being used due to health and
safety concerns.
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11. Community Plan (EH)
A group of people lead by Paul Davis is working hard to find ways of gathering the community's hopes and ideas for
the future of Strathnairn. There is a questionnaire which will be sent out to everyone in the coming months. This and
the chance to stand as a director on the Benefit Fund are your opportunities to have your say.

A recent meeting of the Community Plan group had to be cancelled at late notice.  Two members of the community
mentioned that they were not informed about the cancellation.  It was agreed that a going forward a notice would be
put onto the hall door if a meeting is to be cancelled. 

12. Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan (FM)
FM informed the SCC that although the SCC do not appear on a report created by a member of another community
council, the HC have written to FM to assure our CC that the comments submitted by SCC have been logged and are
being included in the HC’s analysis of response to the Main Issues Report.

13. Communication
With the certainty of traffic disruption about to start and last for quite a number of months, the Community Council
want  to  make clear  how we are  going to  try  to  let  you know what  is  happening.  We will  use  noticeboards  at
Inverarnie, Croachy, and a new one ordered for Keppoch, and also the shop at Inverarnie for up-to-date information. It
is also intended to have a bulletin board on the community website, for those with on-line access. In addition, signage
on the roads themselves should be self-explanatory.

14. Newsletter
a. Geoff and Eilidh Lucas kindly offered to format the material for the newsletter when we lost our last editor. JS

is hoping that we have another editor ready to work with them as a team, so hopefully things will improve in
time for the next issue.  

b. It  was  agreed  that  the  SCC may apply  to  the  SCBF to  subsidise  the  printing  and  postage  costs  of  the
newsletter.  

c . Members of the community had suggested that for the purposes of the newsletter that the SCC minutes be
summarised.  It was agreed that this was a good suggestions and that JS will take this forward for the next
newsletter.  Copies of the SCCC meeting minutes in full will be available on the community website and
noticeboards.

15. AOCB
a. Inverarnie Recycling (JS) - Highland Council have been asking if the recycling facilities at Inverarnie can be

disposed of now that  we have blue bins.  However,  after consultation with Mrs Rich,  it  is  clear that  the
facilities are still used, though replacements of some of the containers are required. The same will apply to
other recycling points through the Strath.

b. Budget  Consultation -  The HC are  inviting Community  Councils  to  participate in  a  forthcoming budget
consultation event, the next one being 30 October at Culloden Academy.  An advert has been placed on the
community noticeboards and website.

c . Universal  Home Insulation  Scheme -  notices  have  been  displayed on  the  community  notice  boards  and
website regarding this scheme.  You can also call 0800 0647043 if you would like more information.

d . HSCHT Open Day & AGM - to be held on 28 September 2012 in the Town House, Inverness.

e. Community Council Insurance – application form to be completed by 01 December 2012.  Action: JS.
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f . Ride the North (FM) - many thanks to the Farr Baby and Toddler group who catered for 114 cyclists at Farr
Hall on Friday 21 September.  Thank you was also given to those people who kindly donated home baking.
The event was very successful by all accounts.

g. FCS Estate Hydro – FM to write and inform them that the SCC was not aware that the public meeting was
confirmed.

h . Felling Licences – two applications received: Craggie Wood and Main of Fallie.  No comments were noted. 

16. Questions from Members of the public
Planning – discussions took place on why, according to the SCC minutes of 23 January 2012 where:

‘It  was  noted  that  residents  felt  the  planning  process  fails  as  it  prevents  residents  objecting  in  fear  of  receiving
intimidating letters.  With advice from the Highland Councillors present, the SCC agreed that if residents feel they cannot
object to any planned development in Strathnairn in fear of their objection not being anonymous then they can object
through the SCC and the SCC will object anonymously on their behalf.’  

Since the January meeting an instance has occurred where residents felt  they could not object to a planning
application in fear of receiving intimidating letters.  When the HC planning officers/team were approached to
enquire how the SCC could object on behalf of residents, the SCC were informed that the SCC can formally
object to a planning application on behalf of residents but it will only stand for one objection (unless previously
requested to act as a statutory consultee).  For an objection to count for more than one objection it would need to
be submitted as a petition.  A petition can count towards the ‘5 or more’ threshold only if it includes names,
addresses and signatures of all representatives. 
Action: FM to write to Stewart Black to seek clarity on the above and ask his advice on how residents can object
anonymously if they fear intimidation. 

17. Date of the next meeting –.Monday 29 October 2012, 7.30pm, Farr Community Hall.  Action: FM to book meeting
room.
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