
STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING NO. 206

FARR COMMUNITY HALL
MONDAY 28 JANUARY 2013

7.30 p.m. 

MINUTE

SCC Members Present
Jennifer Stewart, Sally Moore, James MacPherson, William MacQueen, John Murray, Paul Davies, Ewen
Hardie, Darren Read, Frances Matheson.

Highland Council Members Present
William Gilfillan, Cllr Carolyn Caddick, Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Ken Gowans.

Present
Carol Davies

Apologies
Cllr Helen Carmichael, PC Matthew McCann

Meeting Notes
Before the meeting started it was raised and noted that the public did not receive 7-days prior notice of the
meeting (6-days were given).   It was also raised that the Minute of 10 December 2012 meeting was not
distributed until 42-days following the meeting.  A question was asked to the Chair when the adjourned
meeting in December was to be reconvened; the Chair informed all present that this was the adjourned
meeting.

1. Approval of minutes of 10 December 2012
Proposed: Paul Davies
Seconded: Ewen Hardie

Note:  William MacQueen (WMQ) raised a point that he had not received a reply regarding his letter
raised on the 10 December.  Jennifer Stewart (JS) agreed to try and answer before the next meeting.

2. Approval of minutes of 07 January 2013 (Special Meeting)
Proposed:
Seconded:

NB: not approved - FM to make amendments and bring forward to the next SCC meeting for approval.
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a. Matters arising: 
Question 1: If it was always the intention of the SNCC to pass the Community Benefit Monies
from the Dunmaglass Wind Farm to the SNBF why, following the signing of the HOT's by RES
& SNCC together with the covering letter by RES dated 8th May 2012, did neither the SNCC or
its nominated negotiators advise RES of the existence of the SNBF.
Response:  Paul Davies (PD) and John Macleod were appointed as negotiators from SCC for
Dunmaglass wind farm and PD mentioned that RES were aware of the existence of the SCBF.
Mr Gilfillan stated that he had spoken with RES over many months and he confirmed that RES
were well aware of the existence of the SCBF.

Question 2: Given that  the Chairperson stated  that  she  did  not  approach the  P&J and then
proceeded to ask another member of the SNCC if they had done so without response, can each
member of the SNCC state for the record if they did or did not contact the SNCC regarding the
meeting on 10th December.
Response: All CCllrs present stated they did not contact the press.  Paul Davies (PD) mentioned
that the SCC meetings are open to the public and anything that was given in the press article was
in the public domain and was not confidential information.  The press have been at every meeting
since and not at the invitation of the SCC. 

Question 3: How did the statement given comply with the requirements on all Council Members
in Appendix 5 - Openness, Leadership & Respect?
Response: The Chairperson is able to make a statement to the press if approached on behalf of
the SCC.

Question 4: Would the Chairperson confirm that whilst the planned & advertised meeting on the
26th November was cancelled on the assumption that it would not be quorate, there was in fact no
constitutional basis for its cancellation?  
Response: JS confirmed that the answer given on 7th January was the truth.

Question 5: For the record could each member of the SNCC state if they would or would not
have been able to attend the meeting on 26th November.
Response: Unable to attend: EH, DR, PD, SM, FM.  Able to attend: JS, JM, JMP, WMQ.  The
10 December date was selected as all could attend and it was more balance re dates over the
Christmas season.  JMP stated that notice of cancellation was too late for him to contact WMQ
and that not knowing of the cancellation caused loss of money to WMQ who returned from
Dunfermline especially for the meeting.

Question 6: Would the Chairperson state why they did not give a prior and public warning that if
the meeting did not come to order she would adjourn the meeting.  
Response: The meeting was closed as the Chair felt disorder had broken out and felt that prior
warning was given re this.

Question 7: Why, despite requests to do so, has the Chairperson not reconvened the adjourned
meeting as required under Section 5.1, appendix 4?
Response: The meeting held tonight is the reconvened meeting.
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Approval of minutes from 29 October 2012:
Not approved.
Matters arising:  A question was raised as to what the results of the investigations into Cllr
Crawford and Charles Stephen were?  JS informed all present that for both investigations no fault
was found.  It was raised that Cllr Crawford and Charles Stephen should get an apology from the
SCC regarding the complaints.  JS apologised.  It was agreed that a copy of the investigation
result letters would be sent to all CCllrs.  Action: JS.

William Gilfillan (WG) discussed the process of the investigations and suggested that to support
the SCC CCllrs to work together WG would like to facilitate a mediation meeting as soon as
possible.  All in attendance agreed to take part in the mediation meeting.  The SCC would then be
responsible to report back anything that is agreed at this meeting to the Strathnairn community.

3. Financial Report (JMP)
Balance of account is currently £2542.72 with cheques outstanding to be cashed £460.00, £706.00
Community  Plan  monies,  £348.00  Joan Myall  fund,  therefore actual  funds in  account  £1030.00.
Most income comes from advertising in the newsletter, although there is a significant cost posting the
newsletters (over £800.00).  It was agreed that people in the community could choose to opt out of
receiving a hard copy of the newsletter and read an electronic copy from the website instead.  Action:
JS to put a note in the next newsletter.

It  was  agreed  that  the  SCC would  purchase  a  thank  you  gift  for  Dave  Rennie  for  printing  the
community newsletters.  Action: JMP

4. Declaration of Interest
None declared

5. Community Policing Report
a. General report: 18 road traffic offences detected in the area over the past month.
b. Speed indicators at Farr: results have been received of the checks carried out by the HC at

Farr/Inverarnie.   The results  show that  the vast  majority  of  vehicles  are travelling  either
within the speed limit or within thresholds that Police would only issue a warning to the
driver.  A small number of vehicles are travelling in a speed range that would be dealt with by
the driver being reported:

i. Farr – 8 vehicles out of a total of 437 for the 24hr period.
ii. Inverarnie – 15 vehicles out of a total of 469 for the 24hr period.
The  next  course  for  action  is  to  re-deploy  the  Council  equipment  within  the  school
20mph limit at Farr.  The matter has been agreed by the school and it has been agreed that
the Council will carry the next phase forward.

6. Co-option of new member
It was proposed by JS that Darren Read (DR) be co-opted onto the SCC.  A vote took place (For: EH,
PD, JS, FM; Against: WMQ, JMP, SM, JM).  As stated in the community council constitution a
majority of no less than two thirds of the elected group is required to co-opt a member, therefore
Darren Read has not been co-opted onto the SCC.
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7. SCBF 
a. Dunmaglass  Community  Benefit  Agreement,  Carol  Davies  (CD):  CD  informed  all  in

attendance that as Company Secretary, CD has no voting rights on the SCBF.  
Currently there is no signed Grant Funding Agreement (GFA) between SCBF and RES.  The
Heads of Terms document was signed by the JMP on behalf of the SCC in May 2012.  Since
September 2012 the SCBF have  been  in  negotiations with RES to  agree  a  GFA for  our
community.  The SCBF are hoping to sign the GFA at a board meeting Thursday 31 January
and would then like to inform the public of the agreement at an open meeting to be held on
Monday 11 February 2013.  CD asked the SCC if members of the SCBF agree with the GFA
then the SCBF can sign and return the agreement to RES - all SCC members in attendance
were in agreement of this.

b. Future wind farm community benefits (IH):  It was agreed that the following points would be
covered during the Special Meeting to be held on 11 February.

i. Negotiation of Community Benefits 
ii. Planning Application

iii. Negotiation of terms of use & administration

c. SCC nomination:  At the end of November an email from CD was sent to JS asking for a
nomination from the SCC to sit on the board of the SCBF.  After discussing over email with
other community councillors, JS nominated PD with the view to endorsing the decision at the
next SCC meeting.  A vote was then taken: For – EH, JS, FM, PD; Against – SM, WMQ, JM,
JMP.  The vote for PD to go forward as a director of the SCBF was tied and agreed by the
casting vote of the Chairperson.

8. Planning update
a. Weekly planning documents reviewed.  All relevant planning applications were discussed and

no comments were made.  The Highland Council members present did not take part in any
planning discussions

9. Roads Strategy Update
a. B851

i. A 40 mph speed limit has been introduced at Croachy.
ii. Complaints have been received re the pot holes on the road at Daviot Rock Quarry.

Action: FM to write to Richard Evans to inform him.
iii. RES are holding a meeting re road works on 13 February, Daviot Hall.
iv. Layby at Faillie junction: there were reports of a few near-misses at the junction as

cars were parking in the layby.  A member of the HC roads department came for an
inspection and agreed to close the layby.

10. Wind Farm Updates
a. Daviot  

i. Daviot wind farm appeal – Tony Kell informed the SCC that an emailed was received
from developers and several unaccompanied visits have taken place.  A report is due
out on the 6th February hopefully with the results of the appeal.

b. Kyllachy – DR informed the SCC that the developers are expecting to submit the planning
application for the wind farm late spring.
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c. Moy – written comments from SCC re the current proposal to increase the size of the turbines
at Moy w/f need to be submitted by 4 th February.  SM will be holding a public liaison meeting
at Daviot hall on Friday 01 February, 7.30pm for any members of the community that would
be interested in coming along.

11. Community Plan
PD informed the SCC that at the December meeting the group worked on finalising the survey and
the group have now come to a sticking point on how to move forward with it being a household vs.
individual survey.  PD asked for support from the SCC to help the group.  Questions were raised from
members of the public as to what timescales, strategy and methodology the community plan group
had.  PD mentioned that the group was set up in April 2012 and a completion date needed to be re-
established.   It  was suggested  that  perhaps  an  organisation such as  CADISPA would be able  to
support the group to move forward.  Comments were made by two members of the community plan
group that they were surprised with the statement from PD.

12. AOCB
a. Newsletter – 

i. Format: It was proposed to change the format of the newsletter from A4 to A5.  All
were in agreement although this is a decision for the editor to make, not the SCC.
JMP to inform Christine.  It was also agreed that the SCC meeting minutes would be
in  full  in  the  newsletter  and  the  names  of  the  current  Highland Councillors  and
Community Councillors would be added back into the newsletter.

13. Questions from members of the public

14. Date of the next meeting –. Monday 25 February, 8pm, Farr Community Hall.  Action: FM.

Meeting closed by JS at 23:15.
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