
STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

FARR COMMUNITY HALL
MONDAY 17 JUNE 2013

7.30pm

APPROVED MINUTES

SCC Members Present
Paul  Davies,  Ewen  Hardie,  James  MacPherson,  Jennifer  Stewart,  John  Murray,  Frances 
Matheson.

Highland Council Members Present
David Haas, Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Ken Gowans.

Present
PC Matthew McCann

Apologies
William MacQueen, Sally Moore, Cllr Helen Carmichael, Cllr Margaret Davidson, Cllr Drew 
Hendry, Cllr Carolyn Caddick, Cllr Thomas Prag

1. Approval of minutes of AGM 25 June 2012
Proposed: Paul Davies
Seconded: James MacPherson

2. Chairpersons Annual Report 
Report given from Jennifer Stewart:

This has not been a year that I would wish to repeat.  In spite of this there have been 
some successes during this time.

Firstly, we have seen significant improvements to the B851 which are well underway. 
This  work has been carried out  efficiently  and in  the main without  incident.   Those 
incidents  that  did  occur  were  dealt  with  thoroughly,  thanks  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
community and good communications with RES.  The liaison between RES and the three 
communities – Strathnairn,  Strathdearn and Stratherrick -  regarding the road upgrade 
have been particularly good.

Secondly, the defeat of the Daviot windfarm by our residents led by Tony Kell deserves a 
mention not least for the well-argued objections.  The proposed plan would have affected 



all drivers who use the A9 and B851 but especially the residents of Daviot.  Thank you 
again, Tony and his team.

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  windfarms,  during  this  last  year  we have  drafted  a  way of 
carrying out negotiations with windfarm companies which has yet to be put in a separate 
document although it has been agreed in principle by the Community Council and the 
Strathnairn Benefit Fund.

The Community Plan sub-group of the Community Council has, after much hard work, 
discussion  and consultation  with  the  existing  organisations  in  the  Strath,  produced  a 
survey to be circulated to the residents of Strathnairn which has met with the unanimous 
approval of the Community Council.  It is due to be circulated with the August issue of 
the Newsletter.   

Our website, mentioned on the National Network of Community Councils as an example 
of how to disseminate information, is another success as the increasing numbers of hits 
show.  Part of this popularity has to be attributed to the full, concise and informative 
minutes produced by our secretary, Fran, who has done a sterling job over the year and I 
am very confident  when I  say that  it  is  one thing that  the whole of the Community 
Council agree on.  I want to mention also the hard work put in by Darren Read, our 
associate Community Councillor, who has served quietly and efficiently as a Community 
Plan member, and on community liaison groups, as well as the prompt update of the 
website.

Lastly I would like to say that the support received from William Gilfillan and David 
Haas during this year has been invaluable, and very much appreciated.  I am looking 
forward to taking up the offer of further training to ensure that we can focus on serving 
the Strathnairn community objectively and to the best of our abilities.

No questions from the floor

3. Financial Statement 
From James MacPherson: 

STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 2012/13

Opening balance as at 1st April 2012 = £973.42 
Total Income = £3011.86
Total Expenditure = £1600.07
Balance as at 31st March 2013 = £2385.21

! JMP highlighted that the bank are holding title deeds for the play park at Farr and will 
charge the SCC for holding these.  It was agreed that these should be removed from the 
bank and the SCC will investigate where they can best be safely stored.  John Taylor or 
Richard Evans from the Highland Council may be able to advise SCC.  Action: JMP.

! It was agreed by all present that a small gift be given to Stuart Paterson to thank him for 



his help with drawing up the accounts.  Action: JMP.
! It was also agreed that SCC would apply to SCBF for any future big expenditure projects 

for the community.

Adoption of the Financial Statement: 
Proposed: Jennifer Stewart
Seconded: Paul Davies

4. Election of Office Bearers

It was proposed that the 2012/13 SCC Office Bearers all be re-elected to stand - a vote was taken 
and it was unanimously agreed by all present and approved by David Haas.

Office Bearers Community Councillor Proposed By: Seconded By:

Chairperson Jennifer Stewart All present All present

Vice-
Chairperson

Sally Moore All present All present

Secretary Frances Matheson All present All present

Treasurer James MacPherson All present All present

Additional roles agreed:
! Planning Lead – to be rotated at each SCC meeting
! SCBF – existing members to remain
! Wind Farm Negotiators – Paul Davies and Ewen Hardie
! Roads – John Murray and James MacPherson
! Associate member – Darren Read

It was agreed that co-option of a new member be added to the agenda of the next SCC meeting.
It was also discussed that SCC are still looking to recruit a Minutes Secretary.  JS to create an 
advert  to go on the community notice boards and website.   Action: JS.   James MacPherson 
suggested someone who may be interested in this position.  Action: JS to give them a call to 
discuss further.

5. Provisional Date of AGM 2014
Monday 23 June 2014, 7.30pm, Farr Community Hall.
Action: FM to book meeting room.

AGM closed at 20.15 by Jennifer Stewart.


