
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 239 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 18TH APRIL 2016

MINUTES
SCC Members  Present  -  James  Murray  (Chair)  [JM],  Peter  Christie  (Hon.  Sec)  [PC],  Isobel 
McQueer (Vice Chair) [IM], Bea Wallace  (Treasurer) [BW], Mike Fitzgerald [MF], Ian Hunt [IH], 
Dougie  Henderson  [DH],  Scott  MacDonald  (part)  [SMD],  Sally  Moore  [SM],  Sylvina  Tilbury 
(Minutes) [ST]

HC Members Present – Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Ken Gowans, Cllr Carolyn Caddick

Members of Public Present – 8 members of the public

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Prag and Cllr Davis.

2. Approval of Minute 21st March 2016
The minutes were proposed by IH and seconded by DH.

3. Declaration of Interests
None declared at this time.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Community broadband  – JM enquired about the RES proposal for providing community 
broadband as part of their planning application for the anemometer mast. SM explained the 
background, that there was no prior consultation with the community, coverage would be 
limited  and  the  planning  permission  was  only  temporary.  It  was  noted  that  all  SNCC 
discussions about this at the time were minuted. 

Bus stop on B9154 (item 3) – JC has been in touch with Highland Council who will erect a 
barrier as requested before next winter.

Traffic Management past Farr Primary School – The Chair (JM) has now spoken to Mrs 
Fraser. The sign is part of the “Safer Route to School” scheme and is controlled centrally from 
Inverness. Any changes need to be notified to HC, but JM noted that the current times seem 
satisfactory.

B9154 snow – PC has now written to Meallmore Lodge and is awaiting a response. He noted 
that this can probably be absorbed in the ongoing conversations with Meallmore about the 
emergency plan.

Community website – PC has still to meet with Darren Read and has been holding off due to 
problems with his personal computer.

Action: PC to arrange meeting with Darren Read



SNCC email addresses (item 5) – ST confirmed that everyone can now access these in one 
way or another. 

Footpaths – with Cllr Davidson.

Damage to verges on C1056 – JC is awaiting confirmation from ROC about making good 
the damage to the road once the temporary use of the route is finished.

Dunlichity Church (item 14) – The Chair (JM) noted that he has heard the same reports from 
another source, and that Dalarossie Church may also be closed..

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC Elliott attended and spoke to the March report which is appended to these minutes.

A particular point to note from PC Elliott’s report was the Beat Doorstep Crime campaign. If 
anyone suspects this activity they should phone 101. There is further information on the 
Police Scotland website.

Speed gun – DH asked about progress and PC Elliott again advised that checks will be done 
when resources allow. The Chair (JM) suggested that a light-up sign might be helpful. Cllrs 
Caddick and Gowans noted that SNCC could pay for a sign and HC would erect it, but that 
such signs cost around £2,500 each. Residents can email PC Elliott with the registration 
numbers of speeding vehicles.

6. Financial Report

a) Current Funds
BW reported that the HC grant has now been paid in. There is £2,443.24 in the SNCC bank 
account. £280 of this is being held for the Community Plan Group and £348.50 comprises the 
W T Fraser bequest to the community woodlands. The SNCC funds amount to £1,814.74.

BW also reported that Stuart Paterson is happy to continue to audit the accounts and that 
SNCC will continue to give a bottle of whisky in return for his services.

BW has come across an insurance document which expired at the end of March. The renewal 
premium of £88.74 has not been taken from the SNCC bank account and it is unclear whose 
responsibility this is. 

Action: BW to contact Charles Stephen (Ward Manager) for advice.

7. Street lighting at Cathy’s View, Inverarnie

The  Chair  (JM) asked  for  any  feedback  from members  of  the  community.  MF and  DH 
reported they had been contacted by a number of residents who are against  the proposal. 
Members of the community present in the room noted that there is widespread objection and 
that more consultation would be needed if SNCC was minded to vote on the matter.

In light of the concerns already noted, JM proposed a vote on whether or not SNCC should 
request  overhead street lighting in Cathy’s View, bearing in mind there is likely to be no 
funding available  for  this  from HC in any case.  There were  no votes  in  favour and one 
abstention. The matter will not be taken any further by SNCC.

8. Complaint from member of public about the way CBF refused their grant application

The Chair (JM) outlined the complaint from Darren Read and Unwin Millar and explained 



that the details of the complaint had been considered by exchange of email by himself, PC, 
BW and DH (the four CCs who are not also directors of SCBF) together with Cllr Crawford 
and Cllr Gowans. Mr Read was present at the meeting and some discussion followed between 
the Chair,  the Highland Councillors,  the non-SCBF community councillors,  Mr Read and 
other members of the public. The serving SCBF directors took no part in the discussion.

Some concerns were voiced by members of the public that full consideration of the complaint 
had not taken place during a public meeting, however it was agreed that the contents of that 
discussion could not be retrospectively shared as contributions were made in confidence. With 
the agreement of Mr Read, however, the Chair (JM) read out the full content of the SNCC’s 
proposed response  to  Mr Read  and Mr  Millar  (appended to  these  minutes  as  a  separate 
document). NB some of this discussion took place under Item 16 (questions from members of 
the public).

A vote was then taken by the four nominated members of the Community Council  as to 
whether these conclusions would be adopted as SNCC’s formal response to the complaint. 
Three voting members agreed with the decision and one abstained. The motion was therefore 
carried.

9. Planning Application and updates, including:

a) Report from IH on applications – IH’s report is appended to these minutes.
IH expanded on his report with regard to the proposed sand & gravel quarry at Wester Lairgs 
(16/01572/SCOP) and outlined the planning history. There are a number of concerns which 
were raised in response to previous applications and which are still applicable, if not more so. 
Some general discussion followed. It was agreed that the major areas of concern relate to the 
predicted number of lorry movements (up to four per hour from the quarry to the A9), damage 
to the roads, road safety, detrimental effect on the amenity of local residents, nuisance from 
noise and dust. Additional matters that were discussed briefly included the possible presence 
of Pictish archaeological remains and protected species, including badgers. 

SM  noted  the  importance  of  highlighting  omissions  from  the  scoping  document  in  our 
response as well as commenting on its contents.

Action: IH to draft and circulate a response for comment

b) SNCC’s role in dealing with Planning Applications for single house developments
IH  expressed  the  view  that  SNCC  should  continue  to  examine  and  comment  on  such 
developments where appropriate. Cllr Gowans noted that most other CCs don’t discuss minor 
applications, although in town this is probably due to the volume. Some discussion followed 
and the Chair (JM) proposed that the current system should continue. There was no counter 
proposal. It was thereby agreed that IH would continue to produce and email a report as at 
present, and if it is felt necessary to discuss any particular application then this would take 
place at  the following SNCC meeting.  Members of the community and SNCC expressed 
thanks to IH for his continuing work.

10. Roads and access update

a) Dunmaglass CLG.  Report of meeting Thursday 24th  March
PC reported that the road has now been widened at the access point to the wind farm. He had 
also received answers to the questions posed at the last SNCC meeting regarding Sockichs 
Bend and the narrowing of the road on the Brin side. There is the possibility of some rock 
excavation at the Brin side at some point. Improved signage was offered and PC confirmed 
that this will be accepted. The land slippages are the responsibility of HC who intend to plant 
shrubs on the slope.

b) Flichity Bridge road closure



PC reported that there will now be no closure as the recent strengthening is deemed sufficient 
until a new bridge can be constructed (probably after all wind farm construction has been 
completed).

c) Access to footpaths Inverarnie
This is still  with the HC Access Officer, Stewart Eastaugh, and can now be taken off the 
agenda.

d) – Bus stop on B9154
This was discussed above under Matters Arising.

e) – Grit Bins for roadside use
IH has been in touch with HC following the March SNCC meeting and they have agreed to 
site up to two grit bins on the B9154. There was some general discussion about the wider 
issue and it  was established that  HC can supply these where there is  a road safety need. 
Otherwise individuals can purchase bins (approval may be required from HC if these are to be 
sited on a public road) and collect salt from the HC depots.

f) Parking at Tomfat Woods
PC continues to try to communicate with the owner through their agent, who is aware that the 
current  situation  is  highly  dangerous.  People  are  requested  to  take  photographs  where 
possible.

Action: DH to take photographs of dangerous parking examples. 

11. Wind Farm Updates of Planning Applications

a) – Aberarder
Planning permission was refused on 12th April. SM requested that the decision notice be 
circulated to all CCs. Thanks were accorded to Cllr Davidson in particular.

b) – Daviot [Ref: 14/01882/SCRE]
Again there is no change. IH proposed that this item be removed from the agenda for now. All 
agreed.

12. Farr Play Park

a) – Progress report
PC has now received copies of communications between the playpark project group and HC 
and is satisfied that everything is in order from a legal perspective regarding maintenance and 
insurance. It was again noted that there is a need in the Strath for a body that can own assets 
(such as the play park) and employ people.

13. Community Planning Group

a) – Report from CPG
SMD reported on recent progress. The group is dealing with a very full agenda, including a 
community emergency plan, community development, Ward 13 broadband project, mobile 
phone  signal.  SCBF  has  approved  an  application  from  the  group  for  the  purchase  & 
installation of public access defibrillators, and four will shortly be installed across Strathnairn. 
The CPG web pages are now being updated and minutes are being published.

Feedback from the community was that the group needs to promote its work more widely. ST 
confirmed  that  one  action  from  the  last  meeting  is  to  place  an  item  in  the  community 
newsletter  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  group  could  also  consider  approaching  local 



newspapers.

b) – Community Forum proposal
The Chair (JM) recently attended a meeting with the respective chairs of the CPG (SMD) and 
SCBF  (MF)  to  discuss  options  for  moving  forward  with  community  development.  It  is 
proposed that SNCC forms a temporary sub group to consider the options in consultation with 
a representative from the Development Trusts Association. 

Members of the community questioned whether this may eventually lead to the replacement 
of SCBF with a structure more in line with those used elsewhere in Scotland. JM stressed that 
all options will be on the table under the guidance of the DTA representative. IM proposed the 
motion and all agreed.

c) – Stipend for Minute Secretary for CPG
This was proposed by SM in an email to the Chair following the last CPG meeting. As it is an 
important role SM proposes that  this becomes a paid role at  the same rate as the minute 
secretary of the SNCC.

There was some general discussion over the principle of funding such posts, and some SNCC 
members felt that such work should remain voluntary. It was noted that the CPG has been 
funded by SCBF on two previous occasions and the question was raised as to whether funding 
could be sought from SCBF for this post. 

The Chair (JM) then proposed that an application be made to SCBF for funding (a suitable 
level of payment to be determined). The four non-SCBF members voted in favour of the 
proposal.

Action: PC to progress making an application to SCBF on behalf of CPG 

14. Correspondence received

a) – The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust March Newsletter 
PC sought clarification on the relationship of SNCC with HSCHT. No one was sure but it was 
agreed that the newsletter was just for information.

Action: PC to contact HSCHT for clarification

15. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest
a) – Thurs. 21 April 2.00 pm Dunmaglass C Liaison Group meeting - Farr Hall
b) – Thurs. 21 April 6.30 pm:  Farigaig C Liaison Group meeting - Dores Hall

PC and DH will be attending both and asked that they be notified of any issues. Members of 
the public are also welcome to attend.

MF, IM and IH have a meeting with ENECO on Thursday 21 April and responsibility will 
then pass from SNCC to SCBF.

16. Questions from members of the public
SM has received an enquiry from a resident about acquiring a patch of the woodland by 
Meallmore and whether SNCC would have any objection. No objections were raised. PC 
suggested that the resident gets in touch with ENECO who have commissioned a consultant to 
produce a management plan for the woodland

17. AOCB
IH asked for the names of the police liaison officer and alternative contacts to be inserted in 
the information section at the beginning of the newsletter. Action: PC

IM requested that SNCC writes to Cllr Davidson to formally thank her for her work with the 
Aberarder wind farm application. Action: PC



ST sought clarification on where the agenda should be posted, as concerns had been raised by 
a member of the public earlier in the meeting that the agenda was not readily available in 
advance.  JM/PC confirmed  that  the  agenda  should  have  been  posted  on  the  community 
website and on the noticeboards and that this will be done in future. It was agreed that the 
SNCC Facebook page should be used as a further official mode of publication. 

Action: JM/PC/ST

18. Date of the next CC Meeting [240] – Monday 16th May 2016

Agenda Items by 6th May please.


