
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 241 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 20th JUNE 2016

MINUTES
SCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Bea Wallace 
(Treasurer) [BW], Isobel McQueer [IM], Ian Hunt [IH], Dougie Henderson [DH], Sylvina Tilbury 
(Minutes) [ST]

HC Members Present – Cllr Helen Carmichael, Cllr Carolyn Caddick

Members of Public Present – 7 members of the public

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Scott MacDonald [SMD], Sally Moore [SM], Mike Fitzgerald 
[MF], Cllr Crawford, Cllr Davis, Cllr Prag, Cllr Davidson.

2. Approval of Minute 16th May 2016
The minutes were proposed by IM and seconded by BW.

3. Declaration of Interests
PC  declared  an  interest  in  one  of  the  planning  applications  under  item  7  as  he  is  a 
representative of the Strathnairn Community Woodlands which owns land adjacent  to the 
application site.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Speeding (item 4) –  on 20th May there was a speed check between 12.30 to 1.30 pm. PC 
Elliot reported that one person was warned at 43/44 mph. DH commented that this was an 
inappropriate time to conduct the check as the speeding occurred at the beginning and end of 
the working day.

Planning and roads (item 7a) – IH has written to the HC roads department and is awaiting a 
response.

Parking at Tomfat Woods (item 8a)  – the Chair (JM) reported that an article on this subject 
has appeared in the Inverness Courier. ST suggested that we ask HC to erect a warning sign 
close to the bend. PC Elliot commented that he has never personally witnessed dangerous 
parking in this location, but they are aware of the issue.

Correspondence (item 10a)  – the Chair (JM) has written to Mr Read. Mr Read feels his 
questions haven’t been answered and has replied again. He will forward the Chair’s reply to 
Mr Haas at HC.

Overhead line (item 13) – PC talked to the SSE representatives at the recent Dunmaglass 
CLG meeting but those present were unable to give any more information. The application is 
currently with Scottish Ministers.



Lighting for defibrillators (item 13)  –  BW reported  that  this  was  discussed  at  the  last 
Community Plan Group meeting. The package from Lucky2BeHere did not include lighting, 
but  the electrician installing the equipment  is  going to  come up with a  solution to allow 
people to find the unit in the dark.

Parking for spectators (item 13) – PC has contacted the three local clubs. One immediately 
responded and will pass on the complaint to its members, but they feel that cannot be held 
responsible. IM noted that the problem appears to have stopped.

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC Elliot spoke to the report for May (appended to this minute). The annual Police Scotland 
public consultation (Your View Counts) is now up and running and will feed into next year’s 
public priorities. www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts

IH enquired about the possibility of the community purchasing its own speed gun and whether 
the police could provide training and guidance. PC Elliot said a community speed gun could 
be used for information gathering, but may cause more of a hazard and lead to division within 
the community.

IH also asked about the new air rifle legislation and whether information about registration 
could be brought to the next meeting. PC Elliot reported that 1300 air guns have been handed 
in from the Inverness area but the amnesty has now finished. Anyone with a current certificate 
for firearms is authorised to keep airguns until their next licence renewal.

A member of the public reported that there is graffiti underneath the bridge over the River 
Nairn which can be seen from Moy road.

Another  member  of  public  noted  that  police  escort  vehicles  returning  from  jobs 
accompanying abnormal loads appear to be speeding. PC Elliot will report the concerns.

PC noted the problem of trail bikes in School Wood and asked if PC Elliot could speak to the 
individuals  if  it  is  discovered  who  they  are.  PC  Elliot  agreed  and  asked  for  any  such 
information to be supplied by phone or email.

IM reported that after being stopped by an outrider for a heavy load everyone was diverted 
into the woods, but noted that people could be diverted up the Tordarroch road. PC Elliot will 
pass the comments on.

6. Financial Report

a) Current Funds
BW reported the current balance is £1,814.74. Two cheques are still to be cashed which will 
take the balance to £1,509.74. Thanks were recorded to Stuart  Paterson for preparing the 
accounts and he has confirmed he is very happy to continue to volunteer. 

7. Planning Application and updates, including:

a) Report from IH on applications 
IH  spoke  to  his  report,  appended  to  this  minute.  There  was  a  brief  discussion  about 
agricultural prior approval and a member of the public enquired about the size of the proposed 
shed at Fir Chlis (the information should be available online). Neither Highland councillor 
took part in the discussions.

b) Meallmore Wood Felling

http://www.scotland.police.uk/whats-happening/news/2016/april/your-view-counts-police-scotland-launches-new-public-survey


IH has sent out some notifications to local residents and has had two responses expressing 
concerns about the number of trees that will be lost and public accessibility. IH proposes we 
ask them to only fell where really necessary and leave as much shielding as possible, be sure 
the entrance is protected from dumping and traveller encampments, but also provide off road 
parking and paths for public. He also proposes that we request a voluntary speed limit for lor-
ries. 

Action: All agreed that IH will respond as outlined.

c) Mid Craggie Farm
IH reported that land at the B9154 and Dalroy road junction has recently changed hands. A 
drainage ditch has been dug across the land towards the bridge and some of the land has been 
excavated. There was some discussion about what might be happening, and concerns were 
voiced that this area has hitherto been used by the school bus but may no longer be available 
now the gate will be in use again. 

Action: IH will continue to investigate and report back and/or contact HC as needed.

d) Daviot Group Ltd
Concerns were raised about the large number of vehicles parked on land owned by Daviot 
Group. There appear to be between 20-40 large vans, not agricultural vehicles. IH believes 
they have a licence for 37 heavy vehicles and will investigate further.

Action: IH to investigate

8. Roads and access update 

a) Parking at Tomfat Woods
Covered under Matters Arising.

b) Community speed gun
There was some further discussion following the earlier discussion under item 5. Rather than 
a community speed gun, the majority opinion was that we should investigate signage. Cllr 
Caddick confirmed that HC will provide and erect a sign that is paid for by the community. 
Potential locations were discussed, including just before the 40 mph sign coming off the brae 
into Inverarnie.

Action: DH to look into acquiring two signs

9. Community Planning Group

a) – Report from CPG
PC reported in Scott MacDonald’s absence. A meeting was held a couple of weeks previously 
at  which  winter  resilience,  defibrillators,  community  development  and  broadband  were 
discussed. PC has asked the hall about wiring up for a generator. There seems to be some 
confusion as they believed the CPG were organising this. ST has had to resign from the group 
due to time constraints, but commented that the previous discussions about the generators 
were minuted.

Action: The Chair (JM) will talk to the hall committee

10. Correspondence received

a) Notification that Farr Play Park will be closed on Monday 13th June for three weeks
Updated information was provided that the park is not yet closed as the contractor appointed 
by the company supplying the equipment has pulled out.  Work on the shelter has begun. 
Information will be posted in the Strathnairn Facebook group.

b) Communication from Scottish Water about community volunteering project



Communities can apply to Scottish Water to have community work done. Information can be 
found  at  http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/investment-and  communities/volunteering/about-  
volunteering     

It was suggested that we could ask for grass cutting by the war memorial but this is already 
being done by nearby members of the community and it was felt the CC should formally 
thank these individuals.

Action: PC will write a letter to be delivered by IH

c) Request from Strathnairn Music Initiative for support from SNCC in respect of their 
application to  Benefit  Fund for funds  to  cover the  cost  of  subsidising  classes  up to 
February 2017
The planned presentation to this meeting has been postponed until August.

d) Report from Eneco, the operator of Moy Wind Farm, that an osprey was hit and had 
to be destroyed
The Chair (JM) has received a letter to this effect from Eneco. The incident occurred on 20th 

May. The injured bird was found on the site and had to be destroyed. A post-mortem showed 
the bird had a fractured right wing caused by a collision with a turbine. Eneco’s letter claims 
that the vicinity had not been identified as an area for ospreys, but they are now investigating 
and working with the RSPB and an independent conservation expert. SNCC will be informed 
of the findings of this investigation.

Local residents noted that ospreys are known to nest on an island in Loch Moy, only about a 
mile from the turbines, and it was agreed that the CC should reply to Eneco to this effect.

Action: JM to reply to Eneco expressing the community’s concerns

11. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest

a)  Wed 15th June 7.00 pm Dunmaglass C Liaison Group meeting - Farr Hall 
This mostly discussed the wide load transport along the B851. It is felt that the loads could be 
coming in groups of three rather than two to minimise disruption, and PC will speak to Police 
Scotland about this. The location of the signs is not very helpful for Strathnairn residents and 
SSE have refused to provide live information that could be published by other means. 

A member of the public noted that the advertised times are not being adhered to, and one load 
ended up coming through the strath at school closing time. Another member of the public 
asked whether  there  is  any more  information  about  the  crane  that  came off  the  road by 
Dunmaglass Bridge. 

Residents should let PC or DH know of any concerns before the next meeting (provisionally 
Thursday 18th August).

b)  Wed 22nd June 6.30 pm:  Farigaig C Liaison Group meeting - Dores Hall 

12. Questions from members of the public
None

13. AOCB
IH will issue fortnightly notifications of new planning applications as the CC will not meet 
again until August, and will assume that no response means no action is required. A special 
public meeting may be required if there are developments with Wester Lairgs quarry, but no 
planning application has been made as yet.

14. Date of the next CC meeting [242] – Monday 15th August 2016

Agenda Items by 5th August please. 

http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/investment-and-communities/volunteering/about-volunteering
http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/investment-and-communities/volunteering/about-volunteering
http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/investment-and-communities/volunteering/about-volunteering

