
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 242 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 15h AUGUST 2016

MINUTES
SCC Members  Present  -  James  Murray  (Chair)  [JM],  Peter  Christie  (Hon.  Sec)  [PC],  Isobel 
McQueer  (Vice  Chair)  [IM],  Bea  Wallace   (Treasurer)  [BW],  Mike  Fitzgerald  [MF],  Dougie 
Henderson [DH], Scott MacDonald [SMD], Sylvina Tilbury (Minutes) [ST]

HC Members Present – Cllr Carolyn Caddick, Cllr Jim Crawford, Cllr Margaret Davidson (from 
8pm). The new Ward Manager, Robbie Bain, was also present.

Members of Public Present – 6 members of the public

The planned presentation from Strathnairn Music Initiative did not take place as the application to 
SCBF has been successful.

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Ian Hunt, Sally Moore, Cllr Ken Gowans, Cllr Jean Davis, Cllr 
Thomas Prag, Cllr Hamish Wood and PC Elliott.

2. a) Approval of Minute 20th June 2016
The minutes were proposed by IM and seconded by DH.

b) Agree record of AGM
Proposed DH, seconded IM.

3. Declaration of Interests
None

4. Matters arising from Minute

Mid Craggie Farm (item 7a) – The Chair (JM) reported that IH has spoken to the new 
owner’s  father.  The  farmhouse  has  been  stripped  ready  for  renovation  and  a  planning 
application is anticipated for an extension. IH suggested that they look into renewable energy 
grants from SCBF. IH also asked about the use of the cleared space, and the gentleman agreed 
to talk to his son about using other available space. 

A member  of  the  public  reported  that  HC  has  received  prior  notification  for  a  large 
agricultural  shed in  the  corner  of  the  field.  It  is  understood planning permission  will  be 
required due to the proposed location of the access. BW noted that visibility is poor and the 
addition of the shed would make it more dangerous.

Daviot Group Ltd (item 7d) – JM has no further information from IH to report as yet.

Speeding (item 8b) –  there was some confusion over who was investigating this with HC. 



The Chair asked DH to find out the cost of the signs and how we can acquire them.
Action: DH to speak to Highland Council

Farr play park (item 10a) – now closed to allow new equipment to be installed.

Moy Wind Farm bird strike (item 10d) – The Chair (JM) has received a further letter from 
Eneco.  See 10f.

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC Elliott was unable to be present due to sick leave. DH has received a complaint from a 
member of the public about a speeding lorry just before the 40 mph sign on the B851 heading 
into Inverarnie from the A9. The registration number has been supplied. 

Action: DH to report the incident to the police

There was some general discussion about the problem of speeding through Inverarnie. Cllr 
Davidson suggested that Highland Council Community Services may be able to carry out a 
speed  check  by  means  of  a  sensor across  the  road.  Any  evidence  gathered  can  then  be 
submitted to the police. Cllr Davidson also noted that matters can be escalated to the Area 
Commander or the Inspector for Inverness (Andrew Blakey) if necessary. 

6. Financial Report

a) Current Funds
BW reported that the balance currently available to the CC is £1509.74.

b) Application to BF for help with minute secretaries (CC and CPG)
PC reported that he had made the application to SCBF as directed and was concerned that it 
was not accepted. SMD/IM explained that SCBF had discussed the matter and felt that the CC 
should use its own funds in the first instance. Cllr Davidson confirmed that the secretarial 
costs element of the CC’s grant is £250 (this has not changed for many years) but that CCs are 
not obliged to use the money for this purpose. It was agreed that it is for the CC to decide how 
much of its budget it wishes to spend on administration and IM agreed on behalf of SCBF that 
they would look at the application again. The CPG secretary was also part of the application 
and all members present agreed that this should be funded by SCBF.

7. Planning Application and updates, including:

a) Report from IH on applications 
IH had circulated his report prior to the meeting. Re 16/02916/PNO, PC asked whether a 
change of use application would be required should the building not be for agricultural use. 
The HC councillors confirmed this would be the case. Thanks were expressed to IH for all his 
work.

b) Aberarder Wind Farm
An appeal has been lodged. The CC has received an email  from a member of the public 
expressing concerns about traffic on the B851, the visibility of the turbines and the golden 
eagle population. The CC shares these concerns which have already been conveyed to HC in 
our comments on the original planning application. Cllr Davidson explained HC’s reasons for 
refusal. The application was originally recommended for approval by the planning officer and 
the draft conditions are in the committee report. If the appeal is successful then the conditions 
will be drafted by HC and will include a contribution to road improvements. 

c) Meallmore Wood Felling
IH  has  received  positive  reassurances  in  response  to  the  CC’s  comments  about  access, 



footpaths, shielding, replanting and limited off-road parking, and the potential problems of 
illegal  parking  or  dumping  will  be  kept  under  review.  Cllr  Crawford  commented  that  a 
recreational area was one of the conditions of the Moy wind farm planning permission and 
that  this proposal  will  be a satisfactory outcome. PC proposed that  this item can now be 
closed - all agreed.

d) Bunachton Wood Management Plan scoping
A scoping report has been received for comment and copies provided to interested members 
of the community. The Chair (JM) suggested that the proposed exit route is a crucial point. 
MJ noted that timber lorries are already travelling up and down the Balnafoich-Dunlichity 
road several times a day with the road surface suffering  due to large vehicles with trailers 
meeting each other. PC asked about the potential for funding from the Timber Transport Fund. 
Cllr Davidson was unsure if the road would be eligible as it is an adopted road, but that HC 
Community Services should be aware of the heavy usage and may be able to advise.

Action: PC to write to Bowlts and contact Alastair Macleod in 
HC Community Services

8. Roads and access update 

a) Parking at Tomfat Woods
The Chair (JM) stated that we either need photographic evidence or the item should be taken 
off the agenda. IM suggested that a note is placed in the newsletter to warn drivers about 
potential obstructions. All agreed the item should now be closed.

b) Community Speed signs
Covered above in item 4.

c) Increased traffic due to felling delays on A82 Loch Ness side
There is concern about the potential for increased traffic and JM suggested the need for an 
increased police presence on the local roads. Cllr Davidson explained that the proposal is for 
10 minute closures and no diversion will be advertised, although she acknowledged that locals 
may well choose to use this route instead of the A82. 

Action: The Chair (JM) will contact Inspector Andrew Blakey (Police Scotland) to ask 
them to monitor the situation and provide an increased police presence if required.

The discussion developed into general concerns about the roads in the community council 
area. These concerns were echoed by members of the public present, particularly in respect of 
the B861 which has no signs to warn drivers it is a single track road and where huge potholes 
are present in the “passing places”. It was also suggested that a sign could remind drivers to 
give way to cars coming uphill.
ST suggested that it would be helpful if someone from HC could come and talk to the CC 
about the overall plans for the roads in this area (eg the status of the South Loch Ness Roads 
Strategy) and Cllr Davidson indicated that this should be possible.

Action: The Chair (JM) to contact Colin Howell (Head of 
Infrastructure, HC) to request a meeting.

9. Community Planning Group

a) Report from CPG
SMD reported that the CPG secretary had to resign due to other commitments and that no 
meeting has been held since June. Three defibrillators have been installed and the fourth at the 
Keppoch Inn is imminent. Another training session will be held soon, dates to be published in 
the newsletter. The previous one was well attended.
Cllr Davidson reported on the Ward 13 broadband project, stating that there appear to be some 
delays due to the Scottish Government’s new commitment to 100% coverage by 2021. New 



4G mast applications are starting to be made. The mast at Achnabat is to be upgraded and 
there will be a new mast at Whitebridge. ST asked whether there is any more information 
about BT’s fibre rollout. Cllr Davidson had no further information but it does appear there 
will be some coverage in the strath.

b) Report from MF re Development Trust
The meeting with Rory Dutton planned in May had to be postponed and will now take place 
on Tuesday 23rd August. BW, PC, SMD and MF to attend.

10. Correspondence received

a) Request from Strathnairn Music Initiative for support from SNCC
This has been overtaken by events as the application has been approved.

b) Letter requesting sponsorship for a Karate assessment
The Karate club had asked for support from SNCC for assessment exams.  This was referred 
to the Benfeit Fund.  The assessments have taken place.

c) Care in Strathnairn – cold calls for repair
CIS have notified the CC about concerns over bogus cold calling. The Chair (JM) suggested 
that we ask advice from the police and put a notice in the newsletter. Cllr Caddick noted that 
the police had spoken to Westhill CC about this. They told residents to ring the police with 
any concerns and to note the vehicle registration number, even if the callers have been sent 
away. It was agreed that it would be a good idea for the police to send someone speak to the 
Seniors Lunch Club.

d) Use of Hall facilities after power outage
The Chair (JM) has spoken to Doug Meiklejohn about the wiring for a generator, but further 
details are  required from SSE. ST noted that  the contact  was Mo Bates but Robbie Bain 
believes that she has now moved on, although she will forward any emails. 

ST asked whether individuals are able to use the hall, eg as a work space, on the same terms 
as local community groups (ie for no charge). She had requested use of the meeting room 
during a broadband outage at home and was told there would be a charge of £10. The CC 
believed that individuals should also be able to use the hall at no charge as this is being 
funded by SCBF. IM stated that the SCBF board will revisit this with the hall committee.

Action: IM

e) Change of Ward Managers for wards 13 & 20
Robbie Bain (present) is our new named contact but Charles Stephen  has requested that he 
receives copies of the SNCC minutes.

f) Bird strike at Moy Wind Farm
Two letters have now been received from ENECO. The CC is satisfied that they have shown 
sufficient concern and have taken appropriate steps. No further action.

g) Proposed for an information board for Gask Ring Cairn
The owners of the cairn have been in contact with Historic Environment Scotland regarding 
the provision of an information board.  The CC expressed support  although there is  some 
concern about potential parking problems.

Action: PC to report the CC’s comments back to the owners

11. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest

a)  Thurs. 18th August 7.00 pm Dunmaglass C Liaison Group meeting - Farr Hall



PC asked for any comments about the turbine deliveries. IM noted that the stopping points are 
not always ideal as drivers may miss the opportunity to take a diversion. IM also suggested 
that another information sign would be helpful, perhaps at the bottom of Leys Brae, but PC 
reported that this request had previously been refused. ST queried whether the community 
website is still being updated with the schedules. PC confirmed that the information is being 
provided to the website manager.

Action: ST to contact Duncan Ireland and ensure the link is re-posted on Facebook

b)  Date to be advised:  Farigaig C Liaison Group meeting - Dores Hall 

12. Questions from members of the public
A member of the public attended the meeting to report that two suspected poaching incidents 
have taken place on their land. The first was on 18th June and the police eventually attended 
after about a week to interview the witness but the report could not be taken any further. 
Furthermore, a cow was shot on 20th July on land between Bunachton and Duntelchaig. The 
police took more than two weeks to interview witnesses  and again it  seems that  nothing 
further can be done. MF noted that there have been a couple of incidents of attempted theft at 
the  fishery,  but  in  those  cases  the  police  have  responded  quite  quickly  and  the  people 
concerned were caught.
Cllr Crawford suggested that the CC should write to Police Scotland. It was also agreed to use 
the Facebook page to warn the community of the problem and ask people to be vigilant and 
report any incidents (ensuring there is a witness).

Action: JM to write to Police Scotland, ST to post information on Facebook

13. AOCB
IM has been contacted about problems with cyclists on the back road (Balnafoich -> Dores). 
Drivers should be aware and take extra care.

BW asked about progress with the wall map. PC has emailed the hall committee but has had 
no response as yet.

14. Date of the next CC Meeting [243] – Monday 19th September 2016. 
Agenda Items by 9th September please. 

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm.


