
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 243 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.30 pm
MONDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2016

MINUTES
SCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Bea Wallace 
(Treasurer) [BW], Mike Fitzgerald [MF], Isobel McQueer [IM], Ian Hunt [IH], Sally Moore [SM], 
Scott MacDonald [SMD], Sylvina Tilbury (Minutes) [ST]

HC Members Present – none
Members of Public Present –2 members of the public

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Douglas Henderson, Cllrs Crawford, Carmichael and Davis. 
PC Elliott is on a course. 

2. Approval of Minute 15th August 2016
Proposed by BW, seconded by IM.

3. Declaration of Interests
None

4. Matters arising from Minute
Item 4 – Mid Craggie Farm, to be dealt with under planning
Speeding – on the agenda (item 8b)
Play park – this is nearly completed but not yet open
Bunachton Wood  (item 7d) – on the agenda
Care in Strathnairn cold callers (item 10c) –– included in the Chair’s letter to Chief Inspector 
Blakey.
Use of hall facilities after power outage (item 10d) – the Chair will ask Christina Murray from 
Care in Strathnairn to contact SSE. MF may have another contact at SSE – will pass on. 
Charges for meeting room – IM hasn’t contacted hall committee but she will do so.
Gask Ring Cairn (item 10g) - PC has spoken to Jill McNicol (owner) who agreed with the 
comments  about  parking  and  will  mention  this  to  Historic  Environment  Scotland.  It  is 
supposed that any planning application for signage will include proposals for parking.
Suspected poaching (item 12) – JM has written to the Chief Inspector regarding this and the 
CIS issue and awaits a reply.
Cyclists (item 13) – IM had been talking to a cyclist friend who had explained why cyclists 
tend not  to  ride in  single  file  on these roads.  BW concurred with the reasons given.  ST 
suggested that BW could post some information on the community Facebook group. There 
was some general discussion about how to promote mutual understanding between cyclists 



and motorists.
Action: BW

5. Community Policing Report and local issues
The PC who was due to attend the meeting did not arrive so this item was not taken.

6. Financial Report

a) Current Funds

BW – balance is unchanged since the last meeting. £1509.74. This year’s grant application is 
to be submitted to Highland Council shortly. A cheque has been received from the CBF to 
fund secretarial support for the community council and sub groups.

7. Planning Application and updates, including:

a) Report from IH on applications 
IH spoke to the report circulated prior to the meeting. The new access (16/02739/FUL) has 
been approved.

16/03674/FUL – PC noted that there are some interesting conditions, including one relating to 
contaminated  land  due  to  the  previous  use  of  the  building  to  house  animals,  and  a 
photographic survey as it is a historic building.

16/03868/PIP – SMD noted there are some objections on the Highland Council website. IH 
noted that residents should notify the community council of any objections as an objection 
from the CC can compel an application to be determined by committee. 

Action: SMD will speak to his neighbours and ascertain if they would like the CC 
to make any comments.

16/02916/PNO – this was rejected and a full application has been submitted.

16/03750/FUL – erection of a new agricultural shed including access

Work has in part already commenced (land clearance and drainage). IH outlined the issues as 
follows: a) the entrance will need enlarging for visibility, b) a road needs laying across most 
of the field to around 0.75m depth, c) applicants are “Craggie Partnership”, d) there are other 
suitable locations for the road, e) it is believed that the new owners are not farmers, but there 
is  no  evidence  for  this  at  the  moment.  MF noted  that  the  Transport  Planning  Team has 
recommended refusal. SM reported that there are now two large portacabins on the site and all 
the evidence suggests that  there is something lacking in the current application. Members 
unanimously agreed that the CC is not in favour of this application. 

A member of the public noted that the unofficial parking space which will be lost is often used 
by employees of Meallmore, and it is also a crossing point for children alighting from the 
school bus.

PC noted as an aside that two grit bins have been approved for Craggie Brae. IH confirmed 
they have not yet been placed.

Action: IH to submit objection from the CC, mention concerns and ask them to investigate

b) Draft Traffic Regulation Orders
IH understands this is the formalisation of the transfer of responsibility for wardening and 
parking  from  the  police  to  the  Highland  Council.  It  was  suggested  that  seasonal  traffic 
regulations might be sensible.

Action: PC to write with the above suggestion



8. Roads and access update 

a) Public meeting with HC Head of Infrastructure
A meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 2nd November at 7.30pm. Colin Howell, Head of 
Infrastructure;  John  Taylor,  Community  Works  Manager  (Inverness  Area)  and  Iain 
Macgillivray  Principal Engineer, B851 improvements).

Action: PC to circulate the meeting poster for CC members to publicise

b) Community speed signs
DH has determined that a sign will cost £3-5000 but it  may need to be moved every few 
months.  IM  suggested  that  statutory  advance  warning  signs  may  be  a  good  idea.  For 
discussion at a subsequent CC meeting and on 2nd November.

c) Increase traffic due to felling delays on A82 Loch Ness side
This work has now been delayed. Members proposed that the CC should contact the Council 
and the police to request more resources, including an increased police presence and winter 
maintenance, on this road for the duration of the work.

Action: PC to find out who to write to and send a letter

9. Community Planning Group

a) – Report from CPG

Following the meeting with Rory Dutton reported on under item 9b, the CPG went through 
the community survey results and tried to come up with an agreed list of items to be taken 
forward. ST noted that she had compiled a rapid summary of the community survey and sent 
this to SMD some time ago.

Farr Community Hall
Strathnairn Hall improvements (IM suggested the possibility of building a new hall)
Community café 
Daviot  playing  field/football  pitch  drainage  (IH noted  there  is  a  question  mark  over 
ownership)
ST added that footpaths/cycle tracks etc. was another big issue in the survey. PC noted 
that this is a very difficult problem with history but the Chair (JM) asked for it to be 
included in the list of topics for discussion.

SMD noted that not all money for such projects will come from SCBF and the Chair equally 
noted that the formation of a Community Trust is no guarantee that anything will/can happen.
The Chair (JM) stated that there really should be notes from the CPG meetings at the very 
least. IH noted that technically meetings should be formally minuted and advertised.

b) Report from MF re development officer

The  sub  group  met  with  Rory  Dutton  on  23rd August  to  discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of 
establishing a development trust. He reassured the group that this would be the correct vehicle 
to employ a development officer and to own assets. He suggested that their need to be four or 
five established priorities within the community which the development trust  could orient 
itself  around  (effectively  a  broad  community  plan).  The  group  concluded  that  a 
recommendation should be made to the CC to move forward with this idea. There are two 
outstanding actions: a) Community Plan Group should explore what the priorities should be 
b) liaise with Rory to establish whether DTAS could advise on the establishment of a trust or 
recommend consultants to assist with this. 
SM noted that a representative of Strathdearn’s Community Company would be happy to talk 
to us. PC suggested that Stratherrick’s set up could be better suited to our needs.



SMD outlined  some initial  questions that  will  need to  be  answered,  eg:  a)  should  every 
member of the community be a member? b) should the Community Plan Group be the starting 
point (for the first year?)
The working group will get back together once MF has received a response from Rory Dutton 
and will report more formally to the next CC meeting.

10. Community Broadband

SMD reported on the Ward 13 project. The last meeting was around 3 weeks ago. The project 
group is still waiting for information from BT – it was going to be based on postcodes but it is 
now believed  that  information  will  be  available  at  subscriber  level  following  a  Scottish 
Government project. Three cabinets seem to have been installed in the strath. IH noted that on 
the  B9154  it  also  looks  like  a  cabinet  is  being  installed.  The  Scottish  Government 
commitment is for 100% high speed broadband coverage by 2021.

11. Correspondence received

a)  SSEPD –FAQ re Beauly-Blackhillock Reinforcement is available on SSEPD web site

A response to the consultation has been published. The part of relevance to the CC is where 
the line goes past Culloden Battlefield, and the consultation response states that the revised 
line will be 70m to the south of the existing line but it will be higher. PC has received a few 
complaints by email from members of the public who had written to the CC about the prox-
imity of this line to the battlefield. JM noted that it is unlikely that the CC can have any ex-
tra influence at this stage on top of the Highland Council and publicity in the Inverness 
Courier.

b) Forest Enterprise – Delay to A82 felling

A letter has been received informing the CC that the felling has been delayed. IH suggested 
that we write to our local police officer to ask what action is being taken by Police Scot-
land. A member of the public noted that the increased traffic may not be as much as anticip-
ated given the length of the diversion through this strath, but it was agreed that it is still 
sensible to ensure measures are in place.

c) Digital Training for C Councillors

PC has circulated the information to members. Training can be provided, if requested, by 
Digital Highland in basic digital skills to help community councillors carry out their skills. 
PC will recirculate the email for members to express an interest if they wish.

d) The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust Open Day & AGM

PC attended the open day. Beforehand he took some photographs of the house in Daviot 
which the community feels is of an inappropriate design. PC advised them that this has 
damaged the community’s opinion of the housing trust. 

e) Farr Primary Parents Council re timing of police escorted deliveries

A letter has been received from the Chair of the Parents Council. Parents are concerned that 
some of the deliveries are happening at drop off/collection times and are causing delays to 
parents reaching the school. PC has advised her of the date of the next community liaison 
meeting when the matter will be raised.

f)  HC proposal to increase charges for public conveniences



IH has noted that members of the public may not always have the change available. The 
Highland Council is hoping to install machines that can take credit cards. 

Action: PC to respond suggesting that our local toilets at Daviot are left open all year 
round and to ensure that these are not proposed for closure at any point.

g) Un-authorised vehicles damaging Inverernie Wood

An email from the agent for the owner of the wood has contacted the CC reporting prob-
lems with motorbikes and quad bikes in the woods. Members of the community are asked 
to contact the police by dialling 101 if they become aware of this activity.

h) Rural Inverness Communities Convention

The CC has been invited to be represented at the first convention on Tuesday 8th November 
(3 – 6pm Smithton Church). IM has volunteered and SMD suggested that a member of the 
CPG should also attend. IH is also able to attend and PC will be attending.

12. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest

a) Thurs. 27th October 7.00 pm: Dunmaglass C Liaison Group meeting – Farr Hall

b) Date to be advised: Farigaig C Liaison Group meeting – Dores Hall

c) Wednesday 2nd November: Public meeting with HC Head of Infrastructure – Farr 
Hall

d) Tuesday 8th November – Rural Inverness Communities Convention

13. Questions from members of the Public
A member of the public mentioned that BT is selling off old phone boxes for £1 a piece and 
suggested the community may be interested in purchasing one if it becomes available. It is 
believed this does not include those where there is no mobile signal.

14. AOCB
IM reported that a friend encountered a strange man in the School Woods while out walking 
her dog. 

Action: IM to notify the school.
MF has seen a report in the local newspaper about potential changes to Community Council 
boundaries being recommended by the Boundary Commission. 
SM has received a letter following up on the scoping opinion for Bunachton. PC reported that 
he has been in  contact  with Bowlts  who have  been very  helpful  and confirmed that  the 
Squires’ response had been circulated to all CC members.
SMD –  the  second  training  session  for  the  defibrillators  is  taking  place  in  Daviot  Hall, 
Monday 26th September at 7.30pm. The Keppoch Inn defibrillator has now been installed.

15. Date of the next CC meeting [244] – Monday 17th October 2016.

Agenda Items by 14th October please. 


