
 

Strathnairn Community Council 

South Loch Ness Infrastructure Improvements 

Note of Meeting  

Wednesday 2 November 2016  

7.30pm – 9.30pm 

Farr Village Hall 

Present 

Margaret Davidson (MD) Leader of The Highland Council – Meeting Chairwoman 
 

Colin Howell (CH) Head of Infrastructure, Development & Infrastructure (D&I) 

John Taylor (JT) Roads Operation Manager – Inverness, Community Services 

Ian MacGillivray (IM) Principal Engineer – Project Design Unit, Development & 

Infrastructure 

Colin Ross (CR) Engineer – Project Design Unit, Development & Infrastructure 

Andrew Maciver (AM) Principal Engineer – Project Design Unit, Development & 

Infrastructure 

Peter Christie (PC) Secretary of Strathnairn Community Council 

Ref. Item  Action 

1.  Introductions  

 1.1. MD introduced herself and Council officials advising the 

Strathnairn Community Council (CC) that the meeting would 

update the community on the situation regarding the road 

schemes and the maintenance priorities on the South Loch Ness 

(SLN) road network.  

MD also welcomed Jim Crawford, Council Member representing 

Ward 20 - Inverness (South).  

MD advised the CC that she wanted to make a change for the 

community on the SLN road network and would continue to work 

with the communities and officials to deliver the best results. 

MD introduced Peter Christie, Secretary of Strathnairn CC, and 

advised that James Murray, Chairman of Strathnairn CC, was 

unable to attend and sent his apologies. 

 

 



2.  Project Update from Colin Howell and Ian MacGillivray  

 2.1. Colin Howell (CH) advised the CC that he worked for Development 

and Infrastructure which delivered the Infrastructure element of the 

Council’s Capital Programme which provided new road, bridge, 

drainage, marine and flood alleviation infrastructure which uses the 

Capital Budget to deliver these schemes.   

CH confirmed that The Highland Council (THC) faced financially 

challenging times. 

Approximately £15M has been invested to date on SLN road 

improvements through developer contributions, timber transport 

grants and approximately £1.8M has been contributed by THC 

through design, land negotiation agreements and purchase and 

advance fencing works. All available money was currently spent.  

THC are re-visiting the capital programme in December 2016 

where additional funding has been included and requested to 

continue the delivery of the future schemes on SLN road 

improvements for preliminary design work, advance land 

negotiation agreements and purchase and advance fencing works. 

 

 

 2.2 Ian MacGillivray (IM) advised the CC that the maps which had 

been erected on the side walls of the community hall identified the 

SLN improvements status.  Current schemes being progressed to 

preliminary design stage to allow advanced land negotiation 

agreements and purchase and advanced fencing works are 

Whitemilll Bridge to Inverarnie, Flichity Bridge to Brinmore Bends, 

Chapel Bridge to Compass and village improvements for  

Inverarnie and Farr, Croachy, Errogie and Fort Augustus.  

Outstanding schemes requiring to be completed include the 

footpath from Inverarnie to Farr and the surface treatment to the 

concrete wall at Sockich Bends. 

 

3.  Road Maintenance Update from John Taylor 

 

 

 3.1. John Taylor (JT) advised the CC that he worked for Community 

Services who are responsible for roads maintenance which uses 

the revenue budget to deliver THC’s road maintenance 

programme. 

JT informed the CC that he was involved in road maintenance 

 



activities which included winter gritting, patching, edge 

strengthening, verge maintenance, bus shelters and drainage.  JT 

was also responsible for the roads structural maintenance 

programme which included resurfacing and surface dressing 

works. All schemes considered for inclusion in the annual roads 

structural maintenance programme were prioritised on a points 

system which took into account traffic flows and structural 

deterioration of the road carriageway pavement.  JT advised that 

there were competing priorities in Inverness given that there are 

seven wards in Inverness area.  Safety inspections are carried out 

which entail reactionary works and a new jet patching machine has 

been recently purchased which carries out permanent patching 

repairs. 

 

4.  Questions from the Strathnairn Community Council and 

the wider community to THC Officials 

 

 4.1. The issue with regard to the damage caused by windfarm developers 

to the road carriageway edges and verge over-run areas resulting in 

extensive potholes and drop-off areas was highlighted. 

IM advised that it was unreasonable to ask a developer to repair the 

whole length of the sections of road affected by wind farm 

developments and the SLN strategy document was developed so that 

twin tracking would be prioritised where each developer would pay for 

sections of twin tracking which would provide a coordinated approach 

to the improvements along the SLN road network. 

  

 

 

 4.2 The £1.25M from the Section 96 Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 Wear & 

Tear Agreement with regard to Dumnaglass Wind Farm was 

questioned if it could be used for maintenance repairs to the road 

edge and verges.  

The issue was discussed, however, clarification was required 

regarding the legal status of the agreement. 

Post Meeting: Colin Ross provided clarification that the £1.25M is not 

a ‘pot of money’ which can be spent or a target spend on repairs.   

Legally, it must relate to damage that is attributable to Dunmaglass 

Wind Farm that is beyond that which is considered reasonable wear 

and tear of the road. A final survey will require to be carried out by the 

Community Services and an assessment made of the attributable 

damage, if any.   

CR 



 4.3 The question was asked if the new surfacing works at Calanour 

junction would receive surface dressing treatment.  

JT confirmed that the new surface meets the current texture 

specification and would only be considered for surface dressing in 

a few years’ time. 

 

 

 4.4 The issue with regard to safety barrier being required on the B862 

Calanour to Torness section was discussed  

IM confirmed that there were no safety barriers in SSE’s technical 

proposal where localised improvement to passing places was 

provided and he was not aware that there were any changes to 

the road which would require safety barriers to be installed. IM 

advised that if additional safety barrier was required this is likely to 

be a Community Services area function.  

The Stratherick and Foyers CC requested that the Community 

Liaison Group of Farigaig be reformed to discuss and consider this 

matter. 

 

MD 

 4.5 The comparison with Caithness windfarm development’s 

mitigation works were discussed and it was noted that the SLN 

road improvements has gone well with regard to securing  

significant developer contributions and is generally substantially 

greater than elsewhere.   

 

 

 4.6 The poor state of deterioration and condition of the SLN road 

network was discussed and the road markings around pot holes 

were highlighted. IM confirmed that this was unsatisfactory and 

will be improved in future. 

 

 

 4.7 The concerns regarding traffic using side roads (timber and wind 

farm traffic) was discussed.  

MD noted that currently the volume of wind farm traffic is reducing 

whereas the volume of timber traffic is still maintained.   

MD 



IM advised that £1M capital funding had been provided towards 

the SLN road improvements through Strategic Timber Transport 

Group grant funding.  

JT confirmed that consultation routes were under review and there 

were currently issues with timber companies not carrying out the 

appropriate consultation with THC as roads authority.  

MD agreed that given the concerns with the timber transport traffic 

and violations of the rules governing agreed timber routes and 

consultation routes, a group meeting would be arranged with the 

timber industry and forestry commission. The group would include 

Stratherrick, Strathnairn, Foyers and Dores and would meet with 

timber transport group to discuss and agree an improved system. 

Post Meeting: The Community Councils of Strathnairn, 

Stratherrick & Foyers and Dores & Loch Ness met on 10th 

November with Robin Pope, Policy and Programmes Manager, 

Community Services who is the THC representative on the Timber 

Transport Group. 

 

 4.8 With regard to the Bunachton to Dunlichity road condition 

concerns as a result of timber extraction, JT advised that the road 

haulier had been contacted as there had been no consultation or 

pre-survey to assess the extent of damage and repairs as a result 

of the timber operations.  It was agreed that JT would provide 

details of timber operations and timescales for the area.  The CC 

suggested that any timber licences for the area should be risk 

assessed with consideration of imposing restrictions on haulage 

operations during school times.  The CC were advised that they 

should also contact Forestry Commission and the harvesting 

companies direct to express their concerns. 

Post Meeting: It was subsequently confirmed that pre-extraction 

consultation had taken place, however, the agreed conditions had 

not been adhered to. 

JT 

 4.9 The areas of concerns with regard to the Dalroy road where two or 

three locations have blind spots and sections of verge over-run 

are to be communicated to JT.  Peter Christie, Secretary of 

Strathnairn Community Council, to issue JT contact details to the 

members of the CC. 

 

PC 



 4.10 The concerns regarding subsidence in the B851 Inverarnie to 

Whitemill (Littlemill) Bridge section are to be inspected and 

checked by Community Services.  

 

JT 

 4.11 It was confirmed that the concerns with regard to the twin to single 

track transition at the south end of Sockies road improvements 

would be revisited where possible minor widening and new 

signage and road marking options would be considered. 

 

IM/CR 

 4.12 It was agreed that passing place improvements on the B861 would 

be considered if funding ever came available. The parking issue at 

Tomfat Woods should also be considered for improvements. JT 

confirmed that the works were likely to be high cost and a limited 

budget was available within Community Services budgets for such 

works. 

 

JT 

 4.13 The possibility of introducing weight restrictions and axle 

load/configuration restrictions along the SLN road network were 

discussed.  CH advised it was difficult to introduce weight 

restrictions on sections of poor condition roads where consultation 

would require to take place and resolving any objections would be 

difficult given the use of the route by HGV and timber traffic. 

Post Meeting: There is also a requirement for roads to be suitable 

for all vehicle types detailed in the Construction and Use 

Regulations 1986 and all vehicles using the public road require to 

comply with these regulations. 

 

 4.14 Inverarnie and Farr village improvement schemes were discussed 

and it was recommended that bollards should be included to 

delineate kerbed buildouts during snow conditions. 

IM/CR 



 4.15 The amount of potholes and extensive repairs required to the 

carriageway edges and overrun strip were discussed.  JT 

acknowledged that the extent of potholes was excessive, 

however, to bring these sections of road to an acceptable 

standard would require millions of pounds to be spent carrying out 

permanent repairs. It was suggested that an option to consider 

was type 1 sub-base and jet patcher repairs, however, full twin 

tracking would be the most effective solution.  CH advised that no 

capital money can be spent on pothole repairs as it is a revenue 

function.  It was agreed that a meeting would be convened to 

consider the maintenance requirements of the SLN road network 

which would allow Community Services to prioritise and target the 

worst areas of concern that the CC have. 

MD/JT 

 4.16 With regard to any HGV agreed route contraventions, including 

Ross’s quarry lorries, these should be notified to THC. 

 

 4.17 CR confirmed that following the village improvement scheme at 

the south end of Errogie village traffic counts had been carried out 

where traffic speed had reduced as a result of the recent village 

improvements.  Traffic counts were requested at Inverarnie shop 

and Balnafoich Bridge.  CR confirmed that he would check with 

the Community Services area office. 

Post Meeting: CR has contacted PC and identified the exact 

locations requested for the traffic counts. These will be added to 

the list of traffic count sites to be carried out by Community 

services with results passed to the CC in due course. 

CR 

 4.18 IM confirmed that Brinmore Bends safety improvements design 

was not finalised. It will include improvements to the visibility at the 

Brinherb Nursery property accesses. 

 

 4.19 CR confirmed that the twin to single transitions have been 

surveyed along the route with a view to standardising the signing 

and lining details at these locations.  When additional funding is 

available, these improvements would be high on the priority list.  

CR confirmed that he had email correspondence with Mr 

Mackenzie for his feedback at the twin/single transition at Brinherb 

Nursery property entrances. 

 



  

 4.20 Safety issues were highlighted at the crossing points in Farr at the 

school playpark area and the forestry car park area.  These issues 

would be considered with the Inverarnie and Farr Village 

Improvement schemes. 

IM/CR 

 4.21 With regard to the concerns with the temporary termination of the 

new section of footpath in Inverarnie to Farr it was agreed that an 

interim solution would be considered until full funding to deliver the 

complete village improvement with footpath scheme was 

available. 

IM/CR 


