
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 246 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.30 pm
MONDAY 16th  JANUARY 2017

MINUTES

SCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Bea Wallace 
(Treasurer) [BW ], Mike Fitzgerald [MF], Ian Hunt [IH], Dougie Henderson [DH], Scott 
MacDonald [SMD], Isobel McQueer [IM], Sylvina Tilbury (Minutes) [ST]

HC Members Present – Cllr Carolyn Caddick [CC], Cllr Jim Crawford [JC], Cllr Jean Davis [JD], 
Cllr Ken Gowans [KG]

Members of Public Present – 1 member of the public present

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Sally Moore, Cllr Davidson, and Cllr Prag.

2.  Approval of Minute 21st November 2016

No additions or deletions were noted at this time, but later in the meeting amendments were 
requested to item 9a to make clear that SCBF have appointed a consultant to conduct an audit 
of the existing structure and not to advise on options for any development trust. Proposed by 
IH, seconded by DH.

3. Declaration of Interests

JM declared an interest in item 7b as a family member works for RES.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Item 3: SMD has not yet made contact with SSE regarding the community resilience plan, but 
noted that information has been posted online and in the newsletter. The item was carried over 
to the next meeting.

Use of hall facilities: IM has spoken to the hall committee. The hall committee feels that a 
charge of £10 for the use of the meeting room by individuals is not unreasonable as they do 
not see the hall as a community hub. SMD noted that with the hall refurbishment this will be 
up for discussion again. It was suggested that members of the community be allowed to use 
the facilities free of charge if the hall is already open for other activities.

Action: IM to go back to hall committee with this suggestion.

Item 7a: IH has written to Highland Council. Mid Craggie Farm is on the agenda. Re the SSE 
overhead line proposals, PC has been in touch with SSE and JC reported that he is due to have 
a meeting with Nicola Drummond of HC regarding a possible alternative route that would 
avoid the battlefield. ST noted that pylons over the ridge line, as suggested, would also be 



visually intrusive.

Item 8d: PC has written to express thanks.

Item 11: PC has yet to receive an acknowledgement to his comments.

Item 11c (map): The map has now been put up on the wall, but the CC is not permitted to 
leave it in place between meetings.

Speed monitoring: On the agenda

Timber extraction and speed limits: On the agenda.

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC Boundy spoke to the report (attached to this minute). There were 62 relevant calls in 
December in the area. It was clarified that the off-roading mentioned in the report was taking 
place without the landowner’s permission. PC Boundy warned residents about ensuring items 
such as trailers are secured and also to be aware of the threat of oil theft.

Items 8a and 8b were briefly discussed at this point. PC Boundy confirmed that item 8a is a 
roads & transport matter. Regarding speeding, DH noted that the most problematic times are 
first thing in the morning (around 7am) and in the evening (9-10pm). Cllr KG stressed that the 
best way to determine the extent of the problem is to set up speed monitoring via HC. Cllr JD 
suggested that it would also be a good idea to conduct police speed checks at this time if 
possible and PC Boundy will try to do this, and he will also email the road policing 
department.

6. Financial Report

a) Current funds
BW reported that two cheques have been written since the last statement. The funds available 
to the community council are £3,680.12. BW suggested that another signatory would be 
prudent because the account needs two signatures and there are currently only two signatories. 
JM volunteered. 

Action: BW to get hold of forms for JM

7. Planning Applications and updates, including:
a) Report from IH on applications

IH spoke to his planning report (attached to this minute). There have only been four 
applications since the last meeting. The third and fourth applications on the list have both 
already been refused.
16/05097/FUL – this is an application by Daviot Group Ltd. IH has already been in 
correspondence with the planning department and has secured an extension so that the CC can 
respond following this meeting. The buildings are already under construction. The planners 
have contacted the agent to stipulate that no further work should take place before 
determination, but it appears that the external work is largely completed. IH has also asked 
whether conditions restricting use to agricultural purposes will be applied and the planners 
have confirmed this will be done. Cllr JC has had some discussions with the applicants’ legal 
representatives and suggested that they produce a masterplan to inform a public meeting. The 
CC unanimously agreed to object to the application. A member of the public raised concerns 
over archaeological remains in the vicinity of the area where a lot of earth moving is taking 



place, so IH will also raise this with the planners.
Action: IH to submit a formal objection.

16/04727/FUL – Mid Craggie Farm. The application has now been amended and approved 
with a relocated access. There is an archaeological condition and a condition restricting use to 
agricultural purposes. IH will follow up the situation regarding other work that has been going 
taking place on the site, as the planning department has not been back in contact.

Action: IH.

b) Aberarder wind farm appeal – report of site meeting
JM attended the site meeting, which was for the benefit of the reporter. There were no 
particular outcomes to report.

8. Roads and access update.
a) Proposal for speed restrictions at Sockich Bends and Farr Primary
The HC Roads and Transport department have taken on board the community’s concerns and 
are working on proposals for traffic calming. A public meeting is proposed for 1st or 8th 
March. It was agreed to consult Cllr Davidson before setting the meeting date. 

Action: PC to consult Cllr Davidson and liaise with HC.

Cllr JC asked about the surface finish for the wall at Sockich Bends and PC confirmed that 
the plans are still in place. Some discussion took place regarding the merits of this, and most 
felt this was not necessary and that speed restrictions are much more important. IM asked 
whether it should be investigated as to whether the facing of the wall was part of the planning 
application and Cllr JD committed to investigate this. 

Action – Cllr Davis will discuss with PC and investigate with HC.

There was some further discussion regarding a permanent 20mph speed limit outside Farr 
School. Cllr KG pointed out that a permanent speed limit may be less effective than the 
current time-limited system, as drivers may pay less attention.

b) Community Speed signs
A new quote has been provided to DH and the proposed speed signs will be £8550 each. It is 
assumed this is the installed price. PC proposed that the CC delays any decision until the 
results of speed checks and the effects of any traffic calming are known and there was general 
agreement to this. 

c) Timber extraction matters.
This may come up at the public meeting in March. Cllr Davidson was chasing this but was not 
present at the meeting to provide an update. PC reported that there is no evidence of any 
increased traffic in the strath as a result of the felling work on the A82.

d) Proposed public meeting for road landscaping/traffic management: Inverarnie and Farr 
Village improvement
Discussed under a) above.

e) Passing places on Dalroy Road at Craggie
A member of the public reported that they have emailed John Taylor at HC about the 
possibility of new passing places and been told there is no money available but that further 
contact would be made in due course should that change. Cllrs Crawford, Caddick and 
Gowans suggested that discretionary funds could possibly be used for this purpose. 

Action – PC to contact John Taylor for a price (copying in the Cllrs) and 
advise him that the Cllrs are minded to use discretionary funds.

9. Community Planning Group.



a) Report from CPG
SMD suggested that item 9b) is taken first as the CPG is only really discussing the 
development officer.

b) Report from MF re development Officer.
There was little to say as this is contingent on the development trust being formed.

c) Strathnairn Community Development Trust/Company?
JM summarised the arrangements in Strathdearn and Stratherrick. Strathdearn has the CC, a 
Benefit Fund and a Development Company. The benefit fund has some of the wind farm 
money and deals with the smaller grants. The development company has capital from three 
other wind farms and deals with larger projects. Stratherrick have the CC and a Community 
Trust with a full time coordinator and part-time administrator. 

JM then sought opinions from those present as to whether SCBF should become a 
development-trust type organisation, or whether a second distinct organisation should be 
formed. There was an extended discussion which resulted in unanimous support for the 
appointment of a development officer but disagreement over the best vehicle for this. 
Concerns were raised that the formation of a development trust alongside SCBF could lead to 
difficulties in recruiting sufficient volunteers. There were also concerns that the current 
agreements with the wind farm companies could prevent any changes being made to the 
present structure of SCBF. Additionally the SCBF in its present form is unable to employ 
individuals, so any development officer managed by SCBF would need to be self-employed. 
It was also noted that neither SNCC nor SCBF are able to own property so that any re 
structuring should include a facility to employ individuals and own property including land. 
During the discussion, IM gave more details about the review that is currently taking place 
within SCBF. SCBF has appointed Foundation Scotland to conduct an audit. Foundation 
Scotland is an organisation set up by the Scottish Government that administers wind farm 
funds and provides consultancy and audits on community benefit funds. JM asked about the 
status of secretarial support for the BF. The existing secretary, who took the minutes at the 
AGM, is moving on and Foundation Scotland will now be taking over the administration role 
for the BF on a trial basis. MF explained that the audit decision was taken by the board of the 
BF in the middle of last year and that Foundation Scotland’s role in providing secretarial 
support is a separate issue.

Cllr JD noted that ideally the results of Foundation Scotland’s audit are required before any 
decisions can be taken. MF suggested that the CC could appoint and manage a development 
officer in the interim, and Cllr JD suggested that the CC takes legal advice on this option. 
After some further discussion it was agreed that SCBF would seek to expand the remit of the 
Foundation Scotland review in order to incorporate an assessment of the possible future 
directions for SCBF.

Action: IM will raise this suggestion with the SCBF board.

10. Play Park Fence
PC reported that when the play park equipment was being replaced it was discovered that the 
fence is inadequate. HC has obtained a quotation for replacing the fence, which would be 
£7,000, and the play park organisers have obtained a separate quotation for £3480 plus VAT. 
PC sought CC approval to approach the benefit fund for this money and unanimous approval 
was given.

Action: PC will apply to SCBF (noting the need to obtain a third quote).

11. Community Notice Boards. 



a)  CC Map
The map is now on the wall in the meeting room but must be removed at the end of CC 
meetings.
b)  Keppock and Nairnside boards notice placement.
A resident has agreed to service these notice boards and was given a set of keys.
There was some confusion about keys which was swiftly resolved.

12. Correspondence received.

PC circulated a summary before the meeting.
a) – The Commission on Highland Democracy – Call For Evidence
The Commission on Highland Democracy is an independent body supported by the Highland 
Council to examine the current state of democracy in the Highlands, and to have 
conversations locally about the kind of democracy we want to have. The CC has received 
details of a consultation which is open to everyone living, working and studying in the 
Highlands. Please visit https://highlanddemocracy.wordpress.com/ .
b) – Civic Trust call for nominations for the “My Place Award”. Deadline 31 Jan 2017.
The Scottish Civic Trust is calling for nominations from local civic trusts, amenity societies, 
community councils and other heritage or community groups around Scotland for new build-
ings, restoration projects, landscape designs and other placemaking projects for the annual My 
Place Awards. Cllr JC suggested that we nominate the hut in the play park. 

Action - PC to apply.
c) – Appointment of Highlands Policy and Engagement Officer by Inclusion Scotland.
John Beaton has been appointed as Highlands Policy and Engagement Officer by Inclusion 
Scotland to increase its representativeness as a national disabled persons’ organisation. The 
first project is a piece of Scottish Government funded work to look at how Inclusion Scotland 
increase the participation of disabled people in local decision making in the Highland Region. 
PC has responded with thanks.
d) – HC Consultation on the Review of Polling Places 2017. Deadline 6 January 2017
There was a short discussion about this but the deadline has now passed.
e) – Notification from HC that “Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance” has been 
formally adopted.
f) – LEADER funding for Rural Enterprises and Farms in Nairnshire & Rural Inverness
The Highland LEADER Programme is encouraging potential applicants to come forward with 
project ideas. 

LEADER is an EU Fund aimed at promoting economic and community development 
within rural areas.   The Inner Moray Firth South Local Area Partnership has a budget of 
£412,684 to award to projects which will benefit communities in Nairnshire and Rural 
Inverness, excluding Inverness City.
Grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 are available for projects that help deliver the aims 
and objectives of the Highland LEADER Programme.  Applicants are able to apply for up 
to 50% of project costs (minimum project costs of £20,000).
The  Local  Area  Partnership  has  developed an  Action  Plan  which  outlines  community 
development priorities for the Inner Moray Firth South.  To download a copy of the Plan 
please click here
Individuals, groups, organisations and businesses also have the opportunity to apply for 
other funding available through the Highland LEADER Programme.  Grants between 
£5,000 and £100,000 are available for rural enterprise, farm diversification, Highland wide 
projects and co-operation projects with other areas in Scotland, the UK or Europe. 

https://highlanddemocracy.wordpress.com/
http://www.highland.gov.uk/leader/downloads/file/45/inner_moray_firth_south_local_area_action_plan


For further information about the Highland LEADER Programme please visit 
http://www.highlandleader.com  or contact Fiona Daschofsky, the LEADER Development 
Officer for Inner Moray Firth South. 
Cllr CC emphasised that any interested projects should make contact as soon as possible. 
Definitions:

Rural enterprise projects are ones that have the potential to produce a commercial return, 
that provide support to the enterprise sector or those that will provide communities with 
social benefits e.g. community cafes, new business start ups
Farm Diversification – For farmers/land managers/crofters to help them adapt to changes 
(in the market) and develop their businesses by investing in new opportunities.   Farm 
diversification is when a farm branches out from traditional farming by adding new money 
making activities. This can be in place of or in addition to its traditional farming pursuits.
Who is eligible? If you are a farmer, grower, forester, crofter, land owner, rural business or 
part of a rural community you can potentially benefit from the Rural Enterprise / Farm 
Diversification scheme.

g) – Information re A82 Primrose Bay road closures during holiday period.
Felling and extraction will take place every other Saturday with timber haulage taking place 
Monday to Friday. There will be short delays of up to 10 minutes at Primrose Bay to ensure 
public safety while felling operations are taking place.
h) – Barriers to community engagement in the Scottish planning system: online survey
This survey is a follow up to the independent review that took place in May 2016. The closing 
date of the survey was 23rd December (8 days after the CC was notified).
j) – Citizens Advice Bureau re introduction of smart meters by 2020.
The CC has been asked to circulate the information that consumers should register with their 
provider if they would like a smart meter. No upfront payment is required to have a smart 
meter installed.

13. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) Date to be advised:  Farigaig C Liaison Group meeting - Dores Hall
It is not clear whether there will be another meeting of this group or not. It is outwith this CC 
area but still of interest.

14. Questions from members of the Public.

A member of the public noted that the SCBF website has no link from the Strathnairn 
community website. The new website can be found at http://www.strathnairncbf.com/.

15. AOCB

DH has received two complaints by phone about dogs fouling in Cathy’s View. The public are 
reminded to use the nearby dog waste bin. SMD suggested that a note is also placed in the 
newsletter and posted in the Strathnairn Facebook group. 
Cllr KG spoke very highly of the new school headteacher.
ST and BW gave apologies for the next meeting.
JM reported that Elliott the postie’s job is being advertised and he has asked if he would write 
in support of his application. There was unanimous agreement.

16. Date of the next CC Meeting [247] – Monday 20th February 2017
Agenda Items by 10th February please.

http://www.strathnairncbf.com/

