
STRATHNAIRN COMMUNITY
COUNCIL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 19th JUNE 2017

MINUTES
SNCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Bea 
Wallace (Treasurer) [BW], Isobel McQueer [IM], Ian Hunt [IH], Dougie Henderson [DH], Scott 
MacDonald [SMD], Sally Moore [SM], David Maclean (Minute Secretary) [DM]. 

Highland Council Members Present – Cllr Jarvie, Cllr MacPherson, Cllr Gowans, Cllr Davidson 
(arrived at 19.45), Cllr Cruickshank (arrived at 19.45). 

Apologies – Mike Fitzgerald, Cllr Carmichael, Cllr Caddick, Cllr Knox. 

Members of the Community Present – 6 (including 2 guests from Highland Council)

1. Apologies.
Apologies received from Mike Fitzgerald and Councillors Carmichael, Caddick and Knox.

2. Approval of minute 20th June 2016.
Proposed: Ian Hunt
Seconded: Isobel McQueer

3. Matters arising from Minute
Item 2: PC advised he had contacted the ward manager and was no further forward with 
issues on archiving of files. A member of the public asked how do the council archive CC 
documents currently. JM advising that Highland Council had not produced any clear guidance
as to archiving electronically. Cllr Jarvie advised dropbox may be an option to consider. There
was a discussion around best practice and options to store data and documents, with members 
of the public advising that if the council could not provide guidance then the CC should take 
the initiative and look at options such as dropbox, google drive. JM asked if one of the local 
councillors would take this up. Cllr MacPherson agreed to do so and report back.
                                                          Action – Cllr Macpherson to review and report back.
Item 4:BW reporting that the £51.38 spend queried on website expenses was made up of costs
associated with (i) Gumtree cost for secretary; (ii) Spanglefish payment to Sylvinia for setting
up emails; (iii) Calico costs for Strathnairn Heritage.  It was noted that the later cost is one 
that is now not covered by the CC. 

4. Receive and consider the Chairperson Report
Report appended with no additional matters raised.

5. Receive and approve the Financial Statement
Statement appended. Independently examined and certified correct.
Summary:

Opening balance (1st April): £2443.24
Income: £2614.93
Expenditure: £1098.05
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Closing balance including reserved funds (31 March): £3960.12
Unreserved funds: £3680.65

The financial statement was accepted and adopted and signed by BW and JM. BW noted her 
thanks to Mr Patterson for his work in preparing the financial statement. PC enquired if he 
would continue to carry out this service, BW replied that he had not indicated otherwise.

6. Election of Office Bearers
All Office Bearers stood down and Cllr MacPherson took over the Chair.
Having been re elected James Murray resumed the chair.

Office Community 
Councillor

Proposed by Seconded by

Chairperson James Murray Ian Hunt Isobel McQueer
Secretary Peter Christie Ian Hunt Dougie Henderson
Treasurer Bea Wallace Ian Hunt Isobel McQueer

The minutes from this meeting will be provisionally agreed at the next CC meeting on 21st 
August 2017.

7. Date and venue of the next Annual General Meeting
Monday 18th  June 2018, 7:30 pm Farr Hall
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Strathnairn Community Council Annual Report for AGM 19th June 2017

The year June 2016 to May 2017 has proved varied with some successes and failures. 

Having been refused planning permission, Aberarder Wind Farm appealed and were successful. 
Although this wind farm will almost adjoin the Dunmaglass Wind Farm and should not be an 
eyesore in Strathnairn, we will be subject to a period of very heavy construction traffic that most 
certainly affects our lives. This combined with the usual timber extraction will inevitably continue 
to degrade the B851 which is the preferred route for the south side of Loch Ness but was not 
constructed to take this weight of traffic. Highland Council held a public meeting on 2 November to
address the issue. It is understood that the larger haulage companies have systems in place to ensure
that their drivers follow best practice. Individual owner drivers tend to be the problem.

 Cllr Davidson arranged a follow up meeting with Council officials to bring to their attention the 
concern within the community about the use of HGV vehicles on single track roads. The Dunlichity
to Essich road was unable to cope with the weight of the modern timber lorry. These representations
appear to have been successful as planners are being more diligent and where possible HGVs are 
now being restricted to B roads. 

The state of the roads, speeding and parking remain problems in the strath. We are beset by potholes
and Highland Council are taking steps to repair some of the worst areas. Speeding remains a danger,
particularly going up the strath before 9.00 am and returning after 5.00 pm. We have not been 
helped by either a different Constable appearing at each CC meeting or no Constable. Recently 
there has been a noticeable improvement with the arrival of PC McGibbon who has been markedly 
more pro-active, particularly over speeding. On 19th March Highland Council roads department held
a public meeting chaired by Cllr Davidson to explain how they planned to reduce the speed of 
vehicles through Farr. Instituting a 30mph speed limit with traffic calming measures were explained
in detail and met with general approval. It is now a question as to when these changes can be 
funded. That said cars parked on the verge at Tomfat Wood is nevertheless an accident waiting to 
happen.   

The Knocknagail to Tomatin High Tension Pylon Line is still an issue in Strathnairn and 
Strathdearn but SSE are aware of this. Meetings with representatives of both communities are 
taking place so that some of the problems can be resolved.     

The Community Planning Group considered that they could go no further in fulfilling their remit 
and decided that they should call a halt. Our thanks are due to the Chair, Scott MacDonald, and the 
group for the time that they have spent trying to resolve issues such as Emergency Planning for 
Winter Weather. This has now become the Community Resilience Plan and is very comprehensive 
but we have been unable to implement it as yet because it requires rather more time than a volunteer
is able to devote to it. 

Mr Ian Hunt is the member of SNCC nominated to liaise with Highland Council Planning 
Department. This he is most effective at and it is entirely through his hard work that we are kept 
fully abreast of all planning applications in Strathnairn. We therefore were disappointed that Daviot 
Farms Ltd appear to have erected two sheds that are more suitable for industrial use than any 
agricultural purpose which is exactly what Highland Council wished to prevent and the CC were 
most anxious should not happen.

Our thanks are also due to everyone in the Farr Todlers Group for achieving the modernisation of 
the Farr Play Park which is now much more up to date, safer and used more often. 

The introduction of Broadband remains an issue. We are very grateful to members of the 
community who have devoted time to improving the delivery of Broadband services to the Strath. 
The first attempt was in November 2004. So far all attempts have failed to achieve the desired 
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outcome but the climate is changing so the CC remain optimistic that negotiations with BT will 
bring an improved service.

We are very grateful to Kirstie Adam in the Community Planning Group for masterminding the 
acquisition of Defibrillators positioned at Farr Hall, St Pauls Church and Strathnairn Hall. She also 
arranged a training period. They are a great asset in a rural community such as this. 

Foundation Scotland were tasked by the SCBF to complete a review on the governance, strategy 
and grant making of the SCBF. A most comprehensive report has been completed which will shortly
be available to members of the community so that views on the way forward can be sought. 

Our thanks are due to Sylvina Tilbury who has recently retired from being an exceedingly proficient
CC Minute Secretary. We were also sad that we would no longer have the benefit of the advice and 
experience of Mrs Jean Davis, Mr Jim Crawford and Mr Thomas Prag. They have been an 
enormous help over the years. We welcome Cllrs Duncan Macpherson, Andrew Jarvie, George 
Cruickshank and Emma Knox.
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