
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 253 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 18th   SEPTEMBER 2017

DRAFT MINUTES

7:15 to 7:50 pm  Presentation from Ms Helen Morgan of Snowsports Centre of their ideas 
for a dry slope for beginners on the recently cleared grass slopes to the east of Dun Davie at Daviot. 
Access to the development is planned to be from the A9 underpass at Bogbain and back to the area 
via a road through the plantation behind the old Tourist Office.

The formal Community Council Meeting began at 7:50 pm
SCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian Hunt 
[IH], Dougie Henderson [DH], Isobel McQueer [IM], Bea Wallace [BW]. 

HC Members Present – Cllr MacPherson [DM],  

Members of Public Present – 6 members of the public present + PC McGibbon 

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Mike Fitzgerald , Sally Moore, Cllr Gowans, Cllr Caddick, 
Cllr Jarvie, and Cllr Carmichael. 

2. Approval of Minute 21st August 2017
Minutes proposed by IM, Seconded by DH.

3. Declaration of Interests
None.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Point 4 of Matters arising–    BW confirmed that the Community Councils had insurance for 
this year but will need to negotiate their Public Liability Insurance for 2018-19 with Zurich 
Insurance. When the time comes 
Item 5 of Matters arising– PC reported that the Council had agreed to place bollards along 
the road edge at Tomfat Woods. The bollards are expected to be similar to the  mock wooden 
posts placed along the road edge at Errogie
Point 7a. Advertising sign at entrance to Daviot Farms. IH is waiting for a response from 
the Planning Department.
Point 8, Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group.  This is an agenda item.



5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC McGibbon spoke to the monthly report that had been submitted and circulated by email 
prior to the meeting. There were no issues arising from this report.
The increased frequency of vehicle making U turns at the Daviot and Meallmore junctions of 
the A9 was raised once again.  PC McG will bring this matter to the attention of the Road 
Traffic unit.
A question was asked about the frequency of incidents from missing persons from Meallmore 
Nursing Home. PC McG  understood that the Police were aware of the situation.
It was reported that incidents of vandalism had continued at the redundant and closed Tourist 
Centre at the head of Bogbain straight.  Methods of catching the miscreants was discussed.

6. Financial Report

Current funds are £3231. 
The £280 held for the sub group set up for developing a community plan has been returned to 
the Benefit Fund.
Mr Read gave £500 to the Treasurer that had been handed in to the shop for the Ray Collier 
Memorial Bench.  The donation from The Guardian Newspaper is not yet to hand.

Action PC

7. Planning Application and updates, including:

(a) Report from IH on applications 
IH spoke to his report listing four new planning applications and five updates.  All were noted 
without comment.

8 Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
The CC has received more information about this scheme.  A member of the public 
suggested that this be posted on the CC web site and agreed to action this.

Action PC/DR
The next meeting will be on 26 October in Farr Community Hall (18:30 to 20:15).
This meeting is not open to the public, any questions should be directed to JM or PC.

9. Report from SCBF/Foundation Scotland

SCBF advised the meeting that the deadline for receiving responses to the questionnaire 
included with the latest issue of the Newsletter had been extended to 25th September.  A 
member of the public complained that the SCBF web site had not been changed with the 
consequence that incorrect advice had been given.  PC noted that the change had been 
posted on the Strathnairn FB page and would now be put on the SCBF Website.

ActionThe Community

10. Footbridge across R Nairn at Daviot

Cllr Jarvie was not in attendance to report on his progress with the issues raised at the 
August meeting.
PC reported that further research from old maps indicated that pedestrians had been crossing 
the River Nairn in the vicinity of the present footbridge for well over 100 years so that the 
path was clearly a Right of Way.
BW reported that the path and bridge were being used by pedestrians and cyclists.
It was agreed that if the path and bridge were closed this would divide Daviot into two 
isolated halves and the CC should make every effort to make sure that this did not happen.
Care in Strathnairn had undertaken to strim the long grass to enable our elderly residents to 
better negotiate the path.
The CC and Highland Councillors would continue to work with Mr S Eastaugh in an effort 



to finding a way to resolve the issues raised by the report of the inspection undertaken by 
Capita.
The question of the long - term policy for the existing A9 dual carriageway was raised.  The 
policy for the new sections of dual carriageway is that pedestrian crossings should be 
separated from the fast - moving traffic.  Cllr MacPherson agreed to determine if Transport 
Scotland had a policy for dealing with existing pedestrian crossings of existing dual 
carriageway.                                                                                                          Action DM

11. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)

a) – Centenary Fields – an opportunity to have an open space designated as a Centenary Field 
which will give it the status of a protected open space.  It was noted that this 
opportunity was more relevant to urban areas.

b) – Highland Council Quality Awards; nominations by 25 September.  It was agreed by 
universal acclaim that the Roads Engineer C Ross should be nominated by SNCC.

c) – British Red Cross in Inverness are running a free first aid education to adult groups. The 
adult education team work with organisations and community groups in the Highland 
area.  It was noted that there were no organisations within Strathnairn the dealt with the 
adult groups that were applicable to this scheme.

d) – Agenda for the free Scottish Resilient Communities Conference to be held on Friday 27th 
October 2017. JM indicated that if possible SNCC should have a representative in 
attendance and that expenses would be available.  

e) – Agenda for the September meeting of the Inverness Area Community Council Forum for 
all the Community Councils in the Inverness Area. Held on September 12th at 7.00pm 
in the Town House.  JM attempted to attend but was unable to gain access into the 
building.

f) – The Scottish Government invitation to take part in a short survey about The Charter of 
Patient Rights and Responsibilities.  The survey will conclude on Friday 22nd September 
2017 and can be accessed on:   https://kwiksurveys.com/s/9ejIgxQN

g) – HC review of debt advice and related services - An integral part of the advice review is to 
consult with stakeholders.  The Benefits & Welfare Manager would like to invite 
members of the community to participate in this review.  The survey is available upon 
request to the secretary.  secretary@strathnairncc.com.  To date no one had requested the 
information.

h) – Invitation to the Rural Communities Convention at the Craigmonie Centre, Glen Urquhart 
High School, Drumnadrochit on Wednesday 1st November from 5pm to 8pm. JM will 
attend.

i) – One-off fuel discount for SSE Customers who are in receipt of benefit.  Details are 
available upon request to the secretary. secretary@strathnairncc.com.  To date no one had 
requested the information.

j) – Consultation on Building Scotland’s Low Emission Zones (LEZs) is available via the 
Transport Scotland and Citizen Space website until the 28 November 2017.  It was noted 
that the Low Emission Zones would be in cities with severe traffic congestion and 
therefore of no relevance to SNCC

k) – See (j)
l) – Resignation of Mr S MacDonald from Community Council.  It was agreed that an article 

advising of a vacancy be posted in the next copy of the NL.                     Action PC
JM noted that there was poor representation from the Dunmaglass area so it was agreed 
that a notice would be put on the Croachy Notice Board,                           Action JM
The CC wish to record their thanks and appreciation of all the work put in by Scott as a 
member and Chair of the Community Plan Group.

https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/transport-scotland/building-scotlands-low-emission-zones/start_preview?token=6c977cc2d011560b41897523c5ccbc5bd163f224
mailto:secretary@strathnairncc.com
mailto:secretary@strathnairncc.com
https://kwiksurveys.com/s/9ejIgxQN
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0040/00407723.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0040/00407723.pdf


m) – Letter by post from Edward Mountain MSP. He would like to meet with SNCC.     Mr 
Mountains agent has not responded to further communications.  It was proposed that the 
next letter should seek his help over the pedestrian crossing of the A9 at Daviot.  A 
member of the public proposed that all our MSPs should be invited to a CC meeting. 

12. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) –  Scottish Resilient Communities Conference to be held on Friday 27th October 2017
b) – See 11e
c) –  Rural Communities Convention at the Craigmonie Centre, Glen Urquhart High School, 

Drumnadrochit on Wednesday 1st November from 5pm to 8pm.
d) – K-T Liaison Group – see item 8.  The next meeting will be on 26 October in Farr Community  

Hall (18:30 to 20:30).

13. Questions from members of the Public.
There were no questions from the public.

14. AOCB
BW has been contacted by a resident at Inverernie who was against a lay by at the shop.  
They were concerned that residents who lived some distance from the cross roads would 
have the same influence as those who lived close to the shop.  PC reported that the question  
sheet included a box for the respondents post code so that the question of distance could be  
taken into consideration.
15. Date of the next CC Meeting [254] – Monday 16th  October 2017 – 

The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be certain that  
an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before our meeting is due to take  
place.

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf
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http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf

