
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 256 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.00 pm
MONDAY 15th   JANUARY 2018

DRAFT MINUTES

The meeting started at 7:00 pm for a representative of Ross's Quarry to make a presentation about 
the planned extension to the quarry.   The speaker was delayed due to a serious traffic accident & it 
was agreed to begin with CC business pending the arrival of the representative.

SNCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian Hunt
[IH], Dougie Henderson [DH]. 
A member of the public drew the Community Councillors attention to the fact that S Moore 
had not been in attendance for several meetings.  Chair to contact SM.              Action– JM

HC Members Present – Cllr Caddick [CC],  Cllr Gowans [KG], Cllr Macpherson [DM]

Members of Public Present – 5 members of the public.

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from  S Moore, I McQueer, B Wallace, Cllr Davidson, Cllr Knox. 

2. Approval of Minute  16th October 2017
The following corrections were noted

Item 6. Financial Report: IH noted that the cost of the survey amounted to 50% of the 
council's grant but the agreement to this expenditure had not been recorded in the 
minutes.
Item 9. Report from SCBF: Para 2, Insert before 'After'  IM advised the meeting that the
Benefit Fund was likely to fold if it was unable to move forward with the proposed 
resolutions at at the forthcoming AGM' and replace “support' with 'words of caution”. 

With these changes the Minutes   proposed by DH,    Seconded by IH. 

3. Declaration of Interests
IH reported that he had been elected to Chair the Community Benefit Fund and therefore 
would not partake in any discussions involving the Fund, unless advised in advance of the 
questions.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Item 9 from October Minute: The report on the outcome from the SCBF questionnaire at the 
November meeting of the CC has not yet been published.  If SCBF agree the draft it is hoped 
to put the report into the next Newsletter.
Matters arising, Item 4: JM has written to MF to give thanks for his work for the Community.
Matters arising, Item 11(m): JM will contact write to E Mountain MSP 
Item 8 K-TLG:  PC has passed the concerns to SSE management.
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Item 11 Speeding:  KG has spoken to J Taylor who will organise the sensors once the weather 
pressures on his staff  have eased,
Item 15 AOCB, para 2:  The member of the public had not reported any issues with the route 
being taken for the timber extraction so it must be concluded that this was not an issue.
Item 15 AOCB, para 3: DH has reported that the dog warden had advised that it was unlikely 
that they would be able to take action due to pressure of work elsewhere.

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

It was noted that the policing Report had not been provided and PC McGibbon was not in 
attendance.  No other issues were raised under this agenda item.

6. Financial Report

Current funds are £3545.17.  
The Highland Council paid a grant of £1114.54 in Nov.
The Ray Collier Fund for the Memorial Bench stands at £730.

7. Planning Application and updates, 

(a) Report from IH on applications 
IH spoke to his report listing 6 new planning applications (extension of Mid Lairgs Quarry, 
temporary borrow pit at Carrban, 3 house sites and workshop, repairs to listed building at 
Culloden Battlefield),  4 updates.  All were noted without comment.
PC reported that he had been handed a document at the recent K-T Liaison Group meeting.  
The document related to the temporary overhead line diversion at Farr Mains.  This had been 
discussed in October [17/04564/SCRE] with no comment being recorded.
(b) Aberarder WF negotiation
IH reported that although he had escalated his enquiries to the next level of management the 
problem of obtaining a response had not been resolved.
Cllr DM suggested that SNCC contact Heather Donald or Alan McIntire of RES

8 Report of survey re lay-by at the shop

JM reported that 61 residents had voted in favour of a lay by and 49 had voted against, he 
further reported that of the residents living in post codes near the shop 8 had voted for a lay by
and 19 against.
The division within the community over this matter had not been resolved by the survey and a
further public meeting may be required.
DH commented that the shop owner had indicated to them that they did not want to lose what 
little ground they had between their window and the B851.
KG commented that it was not certain that a further public meeting would solve the problem.
Funding for the Village improvement scheme was discussed.  The Highland Councillors were 
not certain if the scheme had been included in the financial program but this would not be 
finalised until February so it was agreed to hold this item over until the February meeting on 
the grounds that if work is not possible due to lack of funds then a final decision can be 
delayed until it is known if funds are available or not.    KG will also speak to Colin Ross 
about the funding stream.                                                                                   Action KG
A member of the public suggested that result of the survey be sent to the Road Engineers  and 
this was accepted.                                                                                                 Action PC
Due to the failure to properly minute a discussion about the Community Council  arranging 
the survey which had taken place at the August meeting, the governance of the funding of the 
survey has been questioned.
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KG advised that SNCC need to homologate the spend of the money as a technical process.
IH proposed that the vote be deferred until the next meeting.  After a brief discussion it was 
agreed to take a vote.
Using the system of homologation JM proposed that SNCC approve the cost of the 
community survey be taken from CC funds.  DH seconded;  PC supported the motion, IH 
abstained.

9 Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
Next meeting of the liaison Group is Thurs. 15 Feb. 2018, Farr Hall 18:30
No issues had arisen from the recent works to form the access points.
A Mr Macdonald from SSE had contacted the Chair about the Planning requirement that 
construction site traffic using the Farr Wind Farm access road from the A9 could not use the 
B851.  This restriction was preventing the operatives working from this access from using the 
facilities at Inverernie Stores.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that SNCC had no 
objection to the operatives working from the Farr Wind Farm access road using the access at 
Farr Mains to visit the shop depending what their planning permission stated which they 
would have to check.                                                                                              Action JM 
The issue of keeping the community informed about the activities of the Liaison Group was 
raised in that the main vehicle for spreading information is the Community Newsletter and 
this is only published every two months.  Currently the only way of keeping the community 
informed is via Facebook but only a minority of residents use this medium.

10. Report from SCBF AGM

There was considerable discussion as the Chair considered that they should have had more 
time to discuss the SCBF proposal that was agreed at the November meeting that is to say 
the agreement to extend the Directors until December 2019 if it proved necessary.  IH 
explained that if this proposal had not been agreed on 20th November 2017 by 13 December 
2017, the SCBF AGM, most directors would have to resign as they would be serving beyond
their accepted time limit. This would have been contrary to the operational statement of the 
SCBF.  
The Chair wished to revisit the proposal at the SCCC meeting on 19th February but it was 
pointed out that it had been voted on and therefore could not be revisited until 6 months later
– 21 May 2018. 
The Chair asked if there was any way this could be brought forward and he was referred to 
section 9.1 (appendix 4) which sets out the procedures for suspending Standing Orders

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow the 30 min presentation about the 
extension to Mid Lairgs Quarry.  Cllr Caddick took no part in the discussions about this 
development.  See separate note at the end of the minute.
The presentation, including questions, lasted 70 mins. After which DH, CC & DM left 
the meeting.  With DH leaving the meeting was no longer quorate and whilst 
information could continue to be provided no further decisions could be made.

11. Footbridge across R Nairn at Daviot
The meeting continued to discuss the agenda items except that items requiring a vote were 
deferred until the next meeting.

A land owner had, Mr Paul Macbeth 07393 559624 contacted the Chair to advise of his 
interest on account of owning land occupied by the bridge and its approaches.  DM has 
passed this information to Stewart Eastaugh.
Transport Scotland have also advised the footpath officer that they own some of the land that
the footpath passes through.
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12. Report of Community Council Forum 12 Dec.

PC reported that the scheduled speaker had not been available so after a brief discussion over 
the difficulties with the speed of broadband being experienced by rural communities the 
meeting had disbursed.

13. Speeding Daviot East (B9154),

This was covered in Matters arising from previous minute –KG has spoken to J Taylor who 
will organise the sensors once the weather pressures on his staff have eased,

14. Ray Collier Memorial – PC reported that he had hoped to advise that an order for a bench 
had been placed but there had been difficulty in obtaining quotations so there is no progress to
report. 

15. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)

a) – Advised Transport Scotland own land involving foot path over R Nairn.
b) – Request for presentation re extension to ML Quarry.
c) – Moray Firth Partnership Newsletter
d) – Highland Senior Citizens Network Winter 2017 Newsletter.  

The Newsletter is available upon request to the secretary.
e) –  Advised by Transport Scotland that all dual carriageway on the A9 will have a 

continuous central reservation with no crossings at the same level (at grade crossing). 
Members of the public were sceptical that the number of crossings would/could be 
delivered.

f) – Traffic Order Variation –Street parking Inverness.  There were no comments.
g) – Renewal of ‘strathnairncc.com’ for email addresses for Community Councillors.  The 

secretary reported that the invoice for the renewal of this facility had been received at 
very short notice.  A vote on this expenditure been deferred until the C Council is 
quorate.

h) – Request from resident of E Daviot for CC to take on road gritting. [Telephone]
The secretary had been contacted by a resident east of Daviot complaining that the 

gritting of the roads was very late and asking that the CC arrange for this to be 
done locally.  It was pointed out that the Benefit Fund was prohibited from using 
its money to do works that were the responsibility of public bodies.

i) – Cllr Knox explaining that she attended several CC meetings elsewhere when she was the 
only Highland Councillor.  SNCC had a good representation from H Councillors so 
extended her apologies for future CC meetings. 

j) – Consultation on Planning Guidance: The public are invited you to have their say on two 
documents published on 12 January 2018.  The draft Inverness East Development Brief 
and the draft Developer Contributions Supplementary Guidance.
Draft Developer Contributions Supplementary Guidance – This document sets out 
the Council’s proposed approach to managing the impact of development on services 
and infrastructure across Highland.  You can find out more, view and comment on the 
guidance online at consult.highland.gov.uk/portal/dcsg
Draft Inverness East Development Brief - This document guides the urban expansion 
of the city and looks to ensure that this growth takes place in a sustainable way and 
delivers great places to live, work and visit. Views and comment on the draft guidance 
online at consult.highland.gov.uk/portal/iedb
To find out more about the draft Inverness East Development Brief there are displays 
and staff available to answer questions as follows: 

Tue 23 January 2018 anytime from 2-7pm at Smithton-Culloden Free Church, 
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Murray Road, Smithton, Inverness, IV2 7YU
Wed 24 January 2018 anytime from 2-7pm at Tesco Extra, Inverness Business and 
Retail Park, 1a Eastfield Way, Inverness, IV2 7GD
Thu 1 February 2018 anytime from 12-5pm at Inverness College UHI, Inverness 
Campus, IV2 5NA

16. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) –  K-T Liaison Group – Date of next meeting Thurs. 15th Feb. 2018.

17. Questions from members of the Public.
A member of the public reported that the partially completed passing place on the Dalroy road
has disappeared, there was now a very large pot hole in the verge.                    Action DM

18. AOCB
A member of the public raised the question of keeping the public informed and it was agreed 
that this topic should be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

19. Date of the next CC Meeting [257] – Monday 19th February 2018
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be certain that 
an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before our meeting is due to take
place.

There is a mailing list for the issue of the Meeting agenda and minutes.  If you would like to receive a 
copy of the meeting agenda and minutes as they are issued you should contact the 
secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 11:00 pm.
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Attachment to the minutes of Strathnairn Community Council  General Meeting 
Number 256.

PRESENTATION FROM A ROSS ABOUT THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE QUARRY 
AT MID LAIRGS [17/05498/PAN]

In attendance
Mr W Booth, Dalgleish Associates Ltd.
Mr Paul Niemi. Area Quarry Manager; Mr Gordon Williamson, Geotechnical Manager; 
Mr Richard Johnston, Mid Lairgs Manager.

Mr Booth gave a Power Point presentation:
Mr Booth began his presentation by explaining that since 2010 the quarry was owned and 
managed by Leiths Group (Scotland).  After providing a short history of the Group he 
outlined the objectives of quarry production at Mid Lairgs for the next ten years.
It was explained that as part of the application the impact upon the in respect of noise, dust, 
ground water, visual amenity and the like had been taken into consideration.  The Planning 
Application would also include details of the restoration after all the minerals had been 
extracted. In response to a question the meeting were advised that the development was to 
enable the quarry to continue producing stone.   The output from the quarry in terms of lorry 
journeys was not expected to increase.
A copy of the PP presentation is being made available to the Community Council and should 
also be accessible from the HC planning portal.

IH commented that he did not consider that this presentation met the obligations of the developers 
to have a public meeting.  This was on the basis that residents would only be aware of the 
presentation to the Community Council if they either read the appropriate newspaper or saw a copy 
of the Agenda in advance.  It was suggested that a Public Meeting should be held in Strathnairn 
Hall by the developers with local residents being advised well in advance.
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